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Gliding on the Ice

All Area Towns Removed from High
Risk COVID-19 Status
By Chris Villani
Staff Reporter/Columnist
For the first time in weeks, Upton, Mendon, and Milford were all removed from the “high
risk” category for transmission of the COVID-19 virus, according to the guidelines set by
the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH).
The Thursday, February 11 DPH report showed all three towns in the moderate risk group
as the numbers of coronavirus cases in the state continue to drop precipitously.
Milford’s daily incidence rate dipped to 26.5 cases per 100,000 residents in the February 11
report, while its average of positive COVID-19 tests over the prior two weeks dropped to
under 5 percent. Mendon’s test rate was also just under 5 percent and its incidence rate was
29.7 per 100,000 people. The numbers were even lower in Upton, with 14 cases per 100,000
residents and a positive test rate of around 2.5 percent.
The towns were part of a dip in high risk communities that took the total number
statewide from 153 to 110. The number of high risk cities and towns in the state — criteria
that varies depending on how large or small a particular municipality is — peaked at 229 in
early January and has been falling ever since. That trend mirrors other encouraging signs
that the end of the long, dark COVID-19 tunnel might be in sight. The seven-day average of
new COVID-19 cases had dropped to around 1,500 at the start of the week and the average
number of people hospitalized with COVID-19 was 1,257, down from more than 2,300 in
January. The seven-day average of positive tests, which topped more than 8.5 percent in
January, was down to 2.2 percent by the start of February. The number of deaths per week
had dropped to 38.4, about half of the peak during the second wave of the virus in the state
during the past few months, and well below the more than 176 fatalities over a seven-day
period reported at one point during the springtime surge. Meanwhile, one number that
is rising is vaccinations. After a slow start, the number of vaccine doses administered in
Massachusetts topped 1 million on Saturday, February 13. State and federal officials have
estimated that the general public should be able to receive the vaccine beginning in April.
According to NPR’s COVID-19 vaccine tracking database, the Bay State ranked tied for
11th with 11.9 percent of its population having received at least one dose of the two-dose
vaccines. The only troubling statistic is that 17 cases of COVID-19 in Worcester county
have been traced to the UK strain of the novel coronavirus, which is more contagious.

Although the weather the last few weeks has been snowy, stormy and cold, it has not
prevented area families from having some winter fun. This group is skating on the ice
at Hopedale Pond. Make sure to check with local police departments before strapping
on the skates to ensure the ice is thick enough for skating. Jim Calarese Town Crier
photo

Draft of Upton’s Town Meeting
Warrant Posted Online
By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
A draft copy of the Upton Annual Town Meeting warrant was recently posted on
the town’s web site, UptonMa.gov. Currently, the warrant shows a total of 27 articles
to be voted on, however, that could change before the Board of Selectmen finalizes the
document. Upton’s Annual Town Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 6.
There are several articles on the draft related to a new community center for the
town. Article 11A is seeking $12 million to pay costs for project management, site
preparation, construction, equipping and furnishing a new Community Center
located on Milford St. The 15,304 square foot first floor will house both the Library
and Council on Aging. A small second story area will be used for storage and
mechanical equipment and totals 2,183 square feet.
Although nothing has been finalized yet related to financing the new building,
Town Manager Derek Brindisi stated the latest conversation is to ask voters to
approve a debt exclusion with offsets from other sources of funding that will help
mitigate costs to the taxpayers. Article 11B is seeking voter’s approval to authorize
the Board of Selectmen to enter into a lease agreement with the VFW for a Shared
Parking Agreement. The extra parking would be utilized for the newly constructed
Community Center, adding an extra 69 parking spaces to the lot.
Article 12A is seeking $560,000 of Community Preservation Act funding to be
used to build a playground adjacent to the new Community Center. Other articles
on the warrant include capital purchases, such as Article 20 which is seeking $55,000
to replace a 2011 pick up truck and plow for the Water and Wastewater Division of
the DPW. If approved, the 2011 truck will be transferred to the Highway Division to
replace a 2006 pick up truck.
Upton Town Meeting p 6
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IMPERIAL TOYOTA
is New England’s

500

$

LEASE RETURN HEADQUARTERS

FAST and EASY PROCESS

Drive in or Call Ahead to Schedule an Appointment

We gladly accept all Toyota Lease Returns
‐ even if your lease is not from us.
And we will pay you $500 on the spot for Toyota Lease Returns

CALL: 508-488-2382

IMPERIAL TOYOTA

Selectmen Hear Proposed FY 22
Budgets from Department Heads
By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
Several department heads reviewed their proposed new budgets before the Board of
Selectmen during a February 2 meeting. The Selectmen met virtually with the Police Chief,
Fire Chief, and Finance Director Kenny Costa to discuss their proposed fiscal year 2022
budgets.
First up was Police Chief Michael Bradley. “In this budget, the total fiscal year 2022
budget that I’m recommending for police and communications is $1,850,767, which is a
reduction of $1,982 from the fiscal 2021 amount of $1,852,749,” he said.
Part of the Police Department’s new budget, includes a small percentage increase in
wages, which is required by the collective bargaining agreement as well as a 1.5 percent
increase for one nonunion employee.
According to Bradley, the fiscal year 2022 to 2024 collective bargaining agreement is
scheduled to begin negotiations in March. “Those figures or anything that is negotiated in
that contract is not included in this budget and would have to be added at a future date,”
Bradley explained.
The budget also shows a decrease in expenses of $10,000., which Bradley said was due to
a decrease in that amount for the replacement cruiser line
Selectmen Hear Budgets p 7

Brand Spankin’ New

2020 TOYOTA

TACOMA

4x4 ACCESS CAB
BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$

31,953

+

Brand Spankin’ New

MSRP:
$32,953

2021 TOYOTA

#TM2888
Back-Up Cam • 2.7L • Lane Departure

save $1000
$289* 30 TACOMAs

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

AVAILABLE

*New 2020 Tacoma 4x4 Access Cab with MSRP: $32,953. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles
per year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $289 per month for 36 months with $3,499 due at signing (including $2,560
cash or trade down, first month’s payment of $289, and acquisition fee of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection
fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess wear/tear,
and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# TM2888. Offer ends 02/27/21.

+ SALE ENDS 02/27/21. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION OR DISCOUNTS. PRICES NOT VALID WITH PRIOR SALES. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. NEW
CAR PRICES INCLUDE ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER INCENTIVES AND OUR IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2011 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE
US FOR DETAILS. DELIVERY MUST BE TAKEN FROM DEALER STOCK. CUSTOMER’S FINAL PAYMENT MAY BE HIGHER OR LOWER DEPENDING ON FINAL TRANSACTION PRICE.
ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND $398 DOCUMENTATION FEE. THE BUY FOR PRICE REQUIRES DEALERSHIP SOURCE FINANCING.
5 DAY OR 200 MILE RETURN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE - IF YOU'RE NOT HAPPY WITH YOUR IMPERIAL CERTIFIED USED VEHICLE, BRING IT
BACK WITHIN 5 DAYS OR 200 MILES AND WE WILL GIVE YOU A CREDIT OF YOUR FULL PURCHASE PRICE TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER IN STOCK VEHICLE. NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. CALL 508-488-2382 TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO TEST DRIVE.

MSRP:
$26,224

CAMRY

LE FWD SEDAN
BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$

23,474

+

#TM21238
• Lane Departure • Back-Up Cam • Bluetooth

save $2750
*
209 35 CAMRYs

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

$

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

AVAILABLE

*New 2021 Camry LE with MSRP: $26,224. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per year.
$0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $209 per month for 39 months with $2,999 due at signing (including $2,140 cash
or trade down, first month’s payment of $209, and acquisition fee of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection
fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# TM21238. Offer ends 02/27/21.

300 F O RT U N E B O U L E VA R D | M I L F O R D, M A 01757

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALTOYOTAMA.COM
NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6

Helping Others
Stay Safe and Warm

New Vaccination Procedures
in Massachusetts

Miscoe Hill fifth grade student, Adrianna
Robitaille decided she wanted to help children
who are homeless this year. Her mom,
Kimberley Resnick, posted the story on the
Mendon Upton Moms and Dads too Facebook
page and within minutes several community
members messaged with donations of masks,
soaps, hand sanitizer, other hygiene supplies
plus warm winter items like hats, gloves,
scarves, mittens and coats. A very generous
$250 donation from a family was also given.
With the help of the community, Adrianna were
able to put together 48 backpacks for children in
need. She and her mom are truly grateful to live
in a community with such amazing generous
people. Here Adrianna is shown with some of the donations which will be dropped off at a
New Bedford school with a 13 percent homeless rate. The family used $300 in extra funds from
the effort to purchase books for the school. Adrianna was invited by Jahkil Jackson to virtually
participate in a Marvel Hero Project packing party. The national effort also helps those who are
homeless by providing needed supplies. Resnick-Robitaille Family photo

UniBank PPP Loans Over
$130 Million
UniBank announced February 5, that they have processed over $130 million in PPP
(Paycheck Protection Program) loans from first and second draws to date.
Michael Welch, CEO of UniBank, said, “We’re a community bank and this is why we are
here, to support our neighbors when they need us the most. If you are a business in need
of support during these trying times, call us.” UniBank can be reached at 800-578-4270.

New England Steak
& Seafood Restaurant
TAKE OUT AVAILABLE
INDOOR SEATING

Daily 4-10, Sun noon - 9, Closed Tuesday

Open for Lunch Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday.

Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
www.nesteakandseafood.com

DINING
GUIDE

On Thursday, February 11 the Baker-Polito Administration announced two new
mass vaccination sites will open in Natick and Dartmouth and that over 100,000 new
appointments at mass vaccination sites and pharmacies were available from February
11 through February 18. Appointments at the mass vaccination sites can be made by
visiting Mass.gov/CovidVaccine.
The administration also announced that individuals who accompany someone age
75 or older to get a vaccine at a mass vaccination site may also schedule and receive
their own vaccination on the same day.
The mass vaccination site at the Natick Mall run by LabCorp is scheduled to open
Monday, February 22. It will begin administering 500 doses per day, then increasing
over the course of several weeks to administering 3,000 doses daily. All eligible state
residents will be able to use this site.
The Dartmouth site is scheduled to open on Wednesday, February 24, at Circuit City
with Curative as the provider.
Additionally, 30 new retail pharmacy sites are administering vaccines bringing the
total current vaccine sites in the Commonwealth to 130.
The retail pharmacies offering vaccinations include CVS Health, Walgreens,
Topco (Wegmans, Big Y and Price Chopper), Stop and Shop and Hannaford. Local
pharmacies offering the vaccine include the CVS on Medway Rd., Milford and
in North Grafton; Hannaford in Uxbridge; Wegmans in Northborough, Big Y in
Worcester; Price Chopper in Shrewsbury, Sutton, Webster and Worcester.
Effective Thursday, February 11, at mass vaccination sites (Gillette Stadium, Fenway
Park etc.), one individual who is accompanying a person age 75 or older to get the
vaccine may schedule their own appointment to be vaccinated on the same day.
Individuals can go to Mass.gov/CovidVaccine and schedule two separate
appointments at either the same time or adjacent. For the companion appointment,
select the option ‘I am accompanying someone who is age 75+ to their vaccination
appointment and my appointment is the same day.’
If individuals are unable to use or have difficultly accessing the internet, they may
call 2-1-1 for assistance booking both appointments.
A caregiver may receive their first dose of the vaccine if the 75+ resident is receiving
their second dose.

Calendar
Milford Area Chamber of Commerce Events

AREA-The Milford Area Chamber of Commerce (MACC) will be holding the following events.
To register visit MilfordChamber.org, email shannon@milfordchamber.org, call 508-478-6700 or
stop by the offices, 258 Main Street, Suite 306, Milford.
Connecting Women Leaders, Networking Event, Tuesday February 23 at 11 a.m. Kat Knox
Publicist for Boston Marathon Survivor.
Should Employers Mandate Covid Vaccinations, free information session, Thursday, March 4
at 10 a.m.
MACCXIMUM Impact Networking, Tuesday, March 2 and March 16 at 7:30 a.m. Contact Jeff
Katz, jeff@katzsf.com.
Mind Your Business Workshop Series: The Importance of a Great Logo, Tuesday, March 2 at
12 noon.

Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce

AREA-The Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce will be holding the following events.
For more information or to register visit BlackstoneValley.org, email administrator@
blackstonevalley.org, call 508-234-9090 or stop by the chamber offices, 670 Linwood Ave. Bldg A,
Suite 5, Whitinsville. Visit the chamber website for links to all Webinars.
Operational Services Division Workshop “Connecting Your Business to the Commonwealth”,
Thursday, February 25 at 12 noon. This is a free webinar.
Virtual Job Fair, Thursday, March 4, 10 a.m.

Milford Regional Medical Center Auxiliary

AREA-The Milford Regional Medical Center Auxiliary is looking for new members. Due
to COVID-19 the group is meeting by ZOOM. Anyone interested is invited to join online
meetings, which are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 9 a.m. Call the Hospital and ask
for the Auxiliary line to join the meeting. An Auxiliary member will return the call.
The Auxiliary helps both the patients and the hospital. Last year, in response to the pandemic
a $10,000 donation was given to support patients. Past donations have helped with the hospital
4th floor renovation, new building expansion and several other initiatives.
For more information, call 508-422-2099.

Friends of Milford Town Library Book Sale

MILFORD-The Friends of the Milford Town Library will be having an ongoing book sale on
Thursday afternoons and Saturdays for four weeks. The sale dates are as follows: Thursdays;
February 18, February 25, March 11, and March 18 from 3 to 6 p.m. and Saturdays; February
20, February 27, March 13, and March 20 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The sale will be in the Program
Room at the Milford Town Library. New materials will be added after each sale.
Due to the need for social distancing, the number of shoppers allowed in the room will be
limited and masks must be worn at all times.
Books, audio books, CDs, DVDs, and puzzles are available. Adult book prices are 50¢ for
mass-market (small pocket-size) paperbacks and $1 for hardcovers and trade (large-size)
paperbacks. All children’s books are 25¢. Proceeds from the sale allow the Friends to fund
programs, museum passes and materials for the Library.
Donations of materials for the sale are only being accepted on Fridays and Saturdays, and
must be placed on the cart near the elevator.

Read the Town Crier Online
To read the February 19, 2021 Upton Mendon Town Crier online visit,
TownCrier.us. Click Online Newspapers in the left-hand column; scroll down
to Mendon/Upton Town Crier PDF Archive; and click on UTC 21.02.19.pdf.
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Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor New Board Appointments
Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor (BRVHNC) announces
appointments made to its Board of Directors following its annual meeting in January.
The Board of Directors elected new officers as follows: Chair, Richard T. Moore (MA);
First Vice-Chair, Dennis Rice (MA); Second Vice-Chair, Lee Dillard Adams (MA);
Treasurer, Yvonne Chita (MA); and Secretary, Todd Helwig (MA). BRVNHC’s Immediate
Past Chair is Richard H. Gregory III (RI).
Directors re-elected for a three-year term on BRVNHC’s Board include Richard H.
Gregory III (RI), Dennis Rice (MA), and Gary E. Furtado (RI).
Directors on the Board include Bill Beitler (RI), Robert Billington (RI), Michael D.
Cassidy (RI), Bob Contursi (MA), Robert Dandrade (MA), Gary E. Furtado (RI), Pieter de

Jong (MA), Jeannie Hebert (MA), David W. Kellogg (RI), Thomas Kravitz, (RI), Harry T.
Whitin (MA) and Donna M. Williams (MA).

Home • Auto • Business
Workers Comp
Howard or Barbara Rutfield
info@rutfieldinsurance.com

508.839.1500
www.rutfieldinsurance.com
33 Main Street • Upton, MA 01568

Debit card management
at your fingertips!

The card management feature on the
Milford Federal Bank mobile app allows you
to set customizable, interactive alerts and
controls for your debit card:
` Instantly lock & unlock your debit card
` Set & remove spending limits
` Get purchase alerts in real-time

Visit MilfordFederal.com to learn more
about card management!
508.234.8256
Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket

ALL SERVICE
DEPARTMENTS
ARE OPEN!
PICK-UP AND
DROP-OFF SERVICE
AVAILABLE

Brand Spankin’ New

#H21057

2021 HYUNDAI

KONA

24 Konas stock!

Back-Up Cam • 7” LCD
• SEL Trim • 17” Alloy
•

$

$

23,240*

LEASE FOR

$

189

/MO.

36 MOS. • $4,190 D.A.S.
10,000 MILES/YEAR

*PRICE INCLUDES $2,000 RETAIL BONUS CASH ON KONA SEL MODELS.

2019 HYUNDAI TUCSON NEW Retail Price:$26,865
$

#H1849V • ALL-WHEEL DRIVE, WHOLESALE
BACK-UP CAMERA, 17” ALLOYS PRICE:

Cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. Prices not valid with prior sales. Prices listed include all applicable manufacturer incentives (not everyone
will qualify) and Imperial discounts including a $1,000 Imperial Trade Assistance Bonus for a qualifying 2011 or newer trade. See us for details. Advertised price does
not include tax, title, registration, documentation, or our acquisition fees. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details. Not combinable with any other discounts or promotions. May require dealership source financing. Weekly payments calculated using an estimated down payment of $2,999 cash or trade. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Call our internet team at 508-488-2382 to see which incentives you qualify for. SALE ENDS 02/27/21.

16,347

SAVE $10,500 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $47/wk

2,500 VEHICLES

IN ONE LOCATION

2018 HYUNDAI KONA

NEW Retail Price:$29,025

#H21034A • AWD, SUNROOF, WHOLESALE $
18” ALLOYS, BACK-UP CAM PRICE:

18,347

SAVE $10,700 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $54/wk

2020 HYUNDAI SONATA NEW Retail Price:$25,600
$

2017 HYUNDAI SANTA FE NEW Retail Price:$33,080
#H1875V • 17” ALLOYS, AWD, WHOLESALE $

SAVE $6,600 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $57/wk

SAVE $11,700 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $65/wk

#H1839V • LANE DEPARTURE, WHOLESALE
PRICE:
16” ALLOYS, ONLY 8 MILES

18,977

BLUETOOTH, BACK-UP CAM

PRICE:

21,347

2018 HYUNDAI ELANTRA NEW Retail Price:$24,010
#H1982V • SE, GREAT ON GAS, WHOLESALE $

2020 KIA OPTIMA LX NEW Retail Price:$23,390
#TP0520 • 16” ALLOYS, 8” LCD, WHOLESALE $

SAVE $12,000 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $32/wk

SAVE $8,400 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $42/wk

BACK-UP CAM, BLUETOOTH

IMPERIAL HYUNDAI

FEBRUARY 19, 2021

2,500

MSRP: $25,740
BUY FOR:

USED CAR SUPER STORE

SAVE

PRICE:

11,977

BLUETOOTH, LANE DEPARTURE

PRICE:

14,977

MON-THUR 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUNDAY 12-6

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALHYUNDAI.COM
154 EAST MAIN STREET | ROUTE 16 | MILFORD, MA
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Opinion
LETTERS Letters may be edited for length and clarity and will be published on a space available basis.

Maximum 300 words. Must include signature, address & telephone number.
Opinions expressed are solely those of the writer. Town Crier Publications will not be responsible for inaccuracies. No Political Endorsements, please!

NOTES & NOTATIONS
By Jane Bigda

The Salvation Army, Helping Those in Need

The Power of One
Sometimes all it takes is one person to make a big difference in the
lives of many. During the rough roll out of the COVID-19 vaccines in
Massachusetts, one person who made a difference was Trish Parent,
Upton’s Town Nurse.
A part time employee of the town for about 25 years, Parent with her
network of fellow Public Health workers, volunteers and town officials
has successfully held seven vaccination clinics to date and has more
scheduled.
The clinics began in mid-January when Parent and all those who
worked with her including Sutton Town Nurse Cheryl Rawinski,
Blackstone Health Agent Colleen Strapponi and Upton Assistant
Public Health Supervisor Diane Tiernan inoculated more than 200 first
responders at Nipmuc Regional High School. Those first responders
have now received their second vaccination.
How did a part time person working in small town, successfully
vaccinate hundreds of persons to date? The answer is enthusiasm for
the job, networking with fellow public health and emergency workers
locally and across the state and being prepared.
Parent became a town nurse by chance. A graduate of the University
of New Hampshire with a BS in Nursing, she took some time off from
her career when she had her children. By chance she was talking to
John Hoell, the husband of former Upton Town Nurse Arlene Hoell.
The couple were planning a long trip and asked Parent to be a sub.
Parent did and when Arlene Hoell decided to retire, she got the job and
found she loved public health. “I love solving a puzzle,” she said, adding
she also enjoyed working on projects that would affect the whole
community.
Her enthusiasm meant she took part in state and local emergency
preparedness groups and coalitions. The networking allowed Upton
to apply for and receive public health grants and vaccines, such as the
annual flu shot for use in the community. Networking locally meant
Parent developed a group of local nurses and volunteers who would
respond if there was a public health emergency.
Being prepared is probably the biggest factor. Upton had purchased a
suitable refrigerator for its Public Health Department since it annually
received and stored flu vaccines to administer to community members.
So the town had the place to store the Moderna COVID-19 vaccines.
She and town officials had developed and put in place an Emergency
Preparedness Plan. Another element needed for a COVID-19 clinic.
And most importantly, that plan was refined, tweaked and practiced
annually ever since September 11, 2001 and the terrorist attacks on
New York City and Washington, when emergency preparedness efforts
were ramped up across the country. Drills with volunteers, officials and
medical professionals were held each summer at the largest facility in
the community, Nipmuc Regional High School.
Parent knew the number of people she would need to staff a clinic
and even a map for how things would be laid out in the Nipmuc gym.
She noted the plans and layout were flexible so they could be expanded
or contracted, in other words adapted to any public health emergency.
So when the COVID-19 vaccines became available late last year,
Parent was ready to start the clinics. Upton’s paperwork and plans were
filed. Since the state would only ship 100 or more doses, she reached out
to Hopedale, Blackstone, Northbridge, Sutton, Uxbridge and Millville
to sign-up first responders. Over 200 did, and the Upton clinics were off
and running.
Parent has had a number of clinics for first responders and healthcare
workers and is now planning clinics for senior citizens in Upton and
Blackstone since the towns have formed a collaborative.
Speaking about the successful clinics, Parent told Upton Selectmen
recently, “This really is the product of all of those practices and all of
that planning because you can’t do this fly by night. You have to have a
plan to do it or else it really can’t come together.”
It also the product of one person working with others to do her job
very well and making a huge difference in many lives. Congratulations
Trish Parent, I wish there were more people like you.

,TOWN CRIER PUBLICATIONS
Publishers of
Upton-Mendon Town Crier

Published the 1st & 3rd Friday and mailed
free to all 5,800 addresses in Upton and
Mendon, MA.

were able to serve more than 14.5 million meals
to our neighbors in need, provide shelter, utility,
and other emergency assistance to individuals and
families, and make sure that thousands of children
had a real Christmas with gifts, decorations and a
traditional holiday meal. Statewide, The Salvation
Army saw requests for assistance increase by more
than 150 percent this year and thanks to support
from our communities…we have been able to
meet those needs.
But the great need is with us all year round.
And so we ask that you keep those in mind who
may still need help as we begin 2021 with renewed
hope and optimism. Whether you need support
or want support, The Salvation Army is still here
serving. Thank you.
Contact the Milford Salvation Army by calling
508-473-0876 or visiting SalvationArmyMA.org/
Milford.
Major Marcus Jugenheimer
General Secretary, The Salvation Army
Massachusetts Division

Obituaries
Donald R. Rivers
UPTON-Donald R. Rivers, 64, a longtime Upton resident, passed away
peacefully on Tuesday, February 9, 2021, at the Milford Regional Medical
Center. He is the beloved husband to Debra Gibson-Rivers.
Born in Worcester, he was a son of the late Ernest and Florence (Drew)
Rivers. He was raised and educated in Upton and was a graduate of Blackstone
Valley Technical High School.
Mr. Rivers proudly served in the United States Army and frequently shared
stories of his travels during his time.
Prior to retirement, Mr. Rivers was employed as the lead custodian at
Blackstone Valley Technical High School. He was well-known and respected
within the BVT community and loved what he did.
Mr. Rivers was a sports fanatic and loved to watch the Boston Bruins and
Red Sox. He also enjoyed attending family gatherings, cookouts, playing horseshoes, drinking Busch
beer, and staying up to date with history and military events. Mr. Rivers would talk history with anyone
who would listen to him.
In addition to his wife, he is survived by his children, Devon Daniels of Jefferson, Ohio, Keli Rivers of
Coon Valley, Wis, Tyler Rivers of Webster, and Alyson Rivers of Ashland; his siblings, Pamela Gonzales
of Milford, Tina Marcou of Gilbertville, and Scott Rivers and his wife Michelle, of Upton; as well as
many nieces and nephews.
He is predeceased by a brother, Richard Rivers and his brother-in-law, Ed Gonzales.
Calling hours were held on Monday, February 15, in the Pickering & Son Upton Funeral Home, Inc.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be sent to VA Boston Healthcare System by visiting Boston.va.gov
To leave online condolences, please visit UptonFunerals.com ç

Snowman Contest

Our Snowman Contest is now going on.
Deadline is Tuesday, March 9
Make a snowman, snap a photo and send it along with
the snow person’s dimensions (height and circumference),
the names anyone in the picture, and your
hometown, to TownCrierEditor@gmail.com.

48 Mechanic Street, Upton, MA 01568 | 508-529-7791 | TownCrier.us
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To the Editor,
The year 2020 was a historically challenging
and, for many people, devastating period where
families and households coped with the loss of
jobs, income, in some instances their homes, and
in the worst cases the lives of loved ones. But
together – as communities, as a Commonwealth
and as nation – we did not lose hope.
The Salvation Army Massachusetts Division and
our Milford Corps are grateful for the support,
compassion, volunteerism and financial assistance
that our neighbors throughout the Milford area
helped provide to those most in need during the
past year.
Raising funds through The Salvation Army’s
traditional “Red Kettle” campaign was especially
difficult, and in some areas impossible during the
2020 holiday season. But people in this and other
communities responded to our Rescue Christmas
initiative, as we found creative alternatives
for raising funds between Thanksgiving and
Christmas Day that will support our programming
during the entire year.
People responded. Across Massachusetts, we
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Obituaries
George M. Anderson
UPTON- George M. Anderson, 71, a
longtime Upton resident and a former
Uxbridge resident, passed away peacefully
on Thursday, January 28, 2021, at the
Milford Regional Medical Center. He was
the beloved husband to Antoinette (Carusi)
Anderson.
Born in Boston, he was the son of the
late Alvin and Julia (Harnden) Anderson
and was raised and educated in Dorchester,
Quincy and Uxbridge. He was a graduate
of Uxbridge High School where he was
inducted into the Uxbridge High School Sports Hall of Fame. He
earned his associate degree from Dean College in Franklin.
Prior to retirement, Mr. Anderson worked for Bernat Yarns &
Crafts of Uxbridge as a Marketing and Trade Show Manager. Later,
he was employed as a paraprofessional aide at Nipmuc Regional High
School in Upton, as well as a driver’s education teacher at Anderson’s
Driving School in Framingham for many years. Mr. Anderson took
great pride in his work in the classroom and with mentoring youth.
Mr. Anderson had a passion for coaching, he coached many Upton
youth sports as well as the Nipmuc Junior Varsity softball team.
He enjoyed a round of golf, watching sports, especially his beloved
Patriots and Red Sox, as well as spending time with family and
friends at the cottage on West Island in Fairhaven.
In addition to his wife, he is survived by his daughter, Laura
Anderson of Ayer; his daughter-in-law, Joanna Anderson of Bedford:
his beloved granddaughter, Eva Anderson of Bedford; and his brother
William Anderson and his wife Janet, of Greenville, S.C.
He was predeceased by his son, Michael Anderson in 2014.
Due to the current gathering restrictions, a celebration of life will
be announced at a later date.
Burial at Lakeview Cemetery in Upton will be held privately.
In lieu of flowers, donations in his memory may be sent to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Pl., Memphis, TN 381059959 or StJude.org/memorial.
The Pickering & Son Upton Funeral Home, Inc. is assisting the
Anderson family with arrangements.
For online condolences, please visit UptonFunerals.com

Pieter A. de Jong
MENDON-Pieter de Jong
was born April 1, 1954 in
New Jersey to Armand and
Mary (Noe) de Jong. He
received his bachelors and
master’s degrees in biology,
environmental studies and
regional planning from
University of Pennsylvania.
Pieter worked for over 35
years as an environmental
planner for local, state and
federal agencies and international consulting firms.
Pieter had vast consulting experience and expertise,
which he supported companies and organizations as
diverse as URS Corporation (now AECOM), Kinder
Morgan, Ecoisle and CIPA. He concentrated his
efforts in environmental planning and Comprehensive
Disaster Management (CDM). Pieter worked
vigorously to help people understand and address
coastal vulnerabilities, the many and interconnected
issues associated with developing sustainably and most
recently the importance of climate change adaptation.
His project management experience was as vast as
his heart and included work for a wide range of US
federal, state and local levels of government and
international organizations (FEMA, HUD, USAID,
IDB, US Coast Guard, Caribbean Development Bank,
CDEMA, Caribbean Tourism Organization, Center for
Sustainable Tourism, UNEP, FEMA, USAID, MCC,
CIDA, DFID, and the Asian Development Bank).
In the US, Pieter was instrumental in supporting
FEMA’s national sustainability planning efforts,
under its National Hazard Mitigation Technical
Assistance Program (HMTAP). In Central America
and the Caribbean, he supported multi-hazard risk
assessments, long-term recovery planning, hazard
mitigation plans, and worked vigorously to help
integrate Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) in physical
planning and development plans and processes. He
worked and managed such consulting projects in
Nicaragua, Guatemala, Ecuador, Bolivia, Guyana,
Trinidad & Tobago, Barbados, Antigua & Barbuda,
Puerto Rico, St. Lucia, USVI & BVI, St. Kitts & Nevis,
and Jamaica. Pieter also worked as far as away as
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Richard K. Summers
UPTON-Richard K.
Summers, a lifelong
resident of Upton, passed
away peacefully on
February 4, 2021. He was
surrounded by his wife,
mother, sister and the
doctors and nurses at St.
Vincent’s Hospital; the
very same hospital where
he was born on June 26,
1962. He is the son of
the late George J. Summers, and is survived by his
mother, Margaret A. (Kneeland) Summers. He is
survived by his wife Nathalie Carignan Summers,
a daughter Sheridan Colleen, and a grandson,
Javian Parker Summers. He is also survived
by his siblings: George Jr. of Somerville, Mary
Summers Cortese and her husband Joe of Upton
and Kathleen Summers Grice and her husband
Roy, of Cumberland, Maine. He is predeceased in
this life by his paternal grandparents William and
Mary Ellen Summers, his maternal grandparents
James and Anne Kneeland, his Godparents
Cecelia Grynsel and James Kneeland, and Candice
Blackmore.
Educated in the local school system, “Rick”; as
he was known around town, attended Blackstone
Valley Regional Technical High School. He later
graduated from Nipmuc Regional High School in
1980. He also attended the Duke Southard School
of Racing in Atlanta, Georgia in 1979.
Like his celebrated dad ... after
graduating from high school,
Rick joined the family pastime of
auto racing. He competed in the
Street Stocks, Mini Mods, and
the Modified Divisions at various

Thailand, Mongolia and Australia.
In addition to Pieter’s work experience he had an
affinity for the natural environment and could explain
overly complex natural processes in amazingly simple
terms. In this regard, Pieter was a true intellect, and
was somewhat of a renaissance man, in that he had
many talents or commanded areas of knowledge.
In addition, he always yearned to learn more. This
knowledge, he shared with his friends and colleagues.
He was a proud Dutchman and was admired by most
people he encountered. He loved his family and his
trips to Loon island.
He also loved where he last settled, the beauty of
the Blackstone River watershed, its landscape and
the built environment. While he was semi-retired for
the last five years, Pieter was an active member and
served on the Board of Directors of the Blackstone
River Watershed Association from 2015 to the present
and the board of the Blackstone River Valley National
Heritage Corridor from 2017 to the present. He was
also actively involved in, and just at the start of his first
term as President of, the Blackstone River Coalition
when he became ill in December 2019.
Pieter is survived by his loving siblings: Edward de
Jong and his wife Barbara of Rochester, N.Y., Margaret
Luce and her husband David of Minneapolis, Armand
E. de Jong, Jr. of Minneapolis, Elizabeth de Jong of
Lawrenceberg, Tenn., David de Jong and his wife
Margo of S.C., and Paul de Jong and his companion
Maria N.J.; many nieces and nephews and a large group
of supportive and loving friends.
Funeral service and interment private.
Through his deep affection for and admiration
of the Blackstone River watershed and its history,
Pieter understood the need to promote, protect,
and care for it. Donations may be made in honor
of his work to the following organizations: the
Blackstone River Watershed Association (BRWA) at
www.thebrwa.org, the Blackstone River Coalition
(BRC) at ZapTheBlackstone.org, and the Blackstone
River Valley National Heritage Corridor (BVHC) at
BlackstoneHeritageCorridor.org.
To all, Pieter offered the generous gift of his
friendship and his intellect and he will be sorely
missed.
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racetracks around New England, including those
at Seekonk, Westboro, Riverside Park, Stafford
Springs, and Thompson in 1986.
Rick was the NASCAR Rookie of the Year in the
SK Division at Stafford Springs Motor Speedway.
Rick was the NASCAR track champion on the
Pro-4 Modifieds Circuit in 1998.
Rick has been employed in the family trucking
business for the past 32 years. He took immense
pride in driving a truck that bore the name of
his dad “George J. Summers Trucking ‘’. An avid
motorcycle enthusiast, Rick could often be found
in Daytona Beach during Bike Week in March or
up in Laconia for Motorcycle Week in June.
For the past 17 years, Rick has been a “Friend
of Bill “and has lived by Bill’s creed: “One day at a
time.” 2-4 brother!!
His funeral Mass was celebrated on Saturday,
February 13, in St. Gabriel the Archangel Parish
“on the farm” 151 Mendon St., Upton. Burial
followed in Lakeview Cemetery.
Calling hours were held on Friday, February 12,
in St. Gabriel the Archangel Parish.
Memorial donations may be sent to: New
Beginnings (AA) – TSDD, c/o William Phillips,
P.O. Box 3581, Framingham, MA 01701, St.
Gabriel the Archangel Building Fund, 151
Mendon St. Upton, MA 01568, or to the Upton
Fire & EMS Association Ambulance Fund, P.O.
Box 1012, Upton, MA 01568.
The Pickering & Son Upton Funeral Home,
Inc. is honored to assist the Summers family with
arrangements.

42 Congress Street, Milford
508-473-5511

Month of October
Buy 3 get one free!
Shocks & Struts

MacKenzie Tax & Financial
Darlene MacKenzie

Tax, Accounting &
Financial Services
62 Grove Street
Upton, MA 01568
Email: Darlmack@aol.com

508-653-4542
508-529-4900
FAX: 508-529-4910
5

Upton News

Incumbents Begin
Taking out Nomination Papers in Upton
By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
Several incumbents have taken out their nomination
papers signifying tentative plans to run for re-election.
Upton’s Annual Town Election is scheduled May 11.
Nomination papers became available February 1. As of
Friday, February 8, five incumbents have taken out their
papers to run again but have not returned them to the Town
Clerk’s office. Those incumbents include David Loeper
for Moderator for one year, Edward Phillips for Cemetery
Commission for three years, John Robertson and Laurie
Wodin for two Library Trustees for three years, and Sadalit
Van Buren for Library Trustee for two years.
Other incumbents up for re-election include Brett Simas
for Board of Selectmen for three years, Vikki Ludwigson
for Mendon Upton Regional School District for three years,
Bill Taylor for Assessor of Taxes for three years and for
Library Trustee for three years, Al Holman for Board of
Health for three years, Raymond Smith for Planning Board
for five years, Debra Amorelli for Recreation Commission
for three years, Mildred Galone for Housing Authority for
five years, and Debra Teta for Board of Commissioners
of Trustee Funds for three years. Any resident interested

in running for office has until Friday, March 19 at 5 p.m.
to obtain nomination papers in the Town Clerk’s office.
Because the Town Hall is currently closed to the public, call
the Town Clerk’s office ahead to pick up papers. Completed
papers must be submitted to the Registrars of Voters for
certification of names by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, March 23. After
certification, papers must be filed with the Town Clerk by 5
p.m. on Tuesday, April 6.
The last day to register for the Annual Election and
the Annual Town Meeting is Friday, April 16. To register
online or locate an absentee ballot application, view
RegisterToVoteMA.com or Sec.State.Ma.Us under Elections
and Voting. Absentee ballot applications are located on
the Town Clerk’s Web page at UptonMa.Gov. Upton’s
Annual Town Meeting is currently scheduled to take place
Thursday, May 6, however that date is subject to change
due to COVID-19. Residents with questions on their voter
registration status, the town election or to pick nomination
papers should contact the Town Clerk’s office at 508-5293565 or email KMcElreath@uptonma.gov.Regular office
hours are Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Tuesday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Friday from 8
a.m. to noon.

◆Upton Town Meeting from front page
Article 21 on the draft document seeks $24,000 for the Fire Department to purchase a records management system and
Article 22 is also a request from the Fire Department for $11,500 to purchase three sets of personal protective firefighter gear.
Article 23 is related to a geese problem at Kiwanis Beach. Over the summer, a recreational area had to be closed due to
high levels of bacteria. Nonmigratory Canadian Geese settled there, leading to the bacteria
issue. Article 23 is seeking $10,000 for a Canadian Geese Management program. There are
also two citizen’s petitions on the draft warrant. One petition is requesting $45,000 from free
cash to be used for an accessible ramp and entrance into the first floor Risteen Building. The
second petition is seeking voter’s support to annually budget and appropriate the Actuarial
Determined Employer Amount for the Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) account.
According to the petition, the OPEB account is well below the funding needed for retirement
benefits contractually promised to town employees. Other articles, including the new Fiscal
Year 2022 budget, revolving fund limits, and a transfer into stabilization, will also be voted
on. The complete draft warrant can be viewed on the home page of UptonMA.Gov.

Cristina Morrissiey

Area Branch Manager
Home Equity Consultant
Cristina.Morrissiey@unibank.com
508.529.3297 • NMLS# 583181

The Upton Center
The Upton Center continues to be closed to the
public. However, certain services are still available
and staff may be reached by phone during operating
hours. Please call the Upton Center at 508-529-4558
for more information or questions.
Wednesday, February 24
Blood Pressure Checks and Flu Shots., 12:30 p.m. Call
the Center by Feb. 22 to Register
Shopping Trips for February:
Time spent in the stores is typically 60 to 90 minutes.
Please register at least two days ahead and choose
one store for drop off/pick up. Destinations/times
may change.
Tuesday, February 23
Hannaford’s in Uxbridge, 1 p.m.
Thursday, February 25
Market Basket, Hudson, 9:15 a.m.
Facebook Fridays Live, 12:30 p.m.
Friday, February 19
Wendy Reid will share some heart healthy exercises
to do from home
Friday, February 26
Robin Natanel will share tips on mindfulness and
meditation techniques

Dave Sampson
Mortgage Consultant
David.Sampson@unibank.com
508.849.4323 • NMLS# 688948

Whether you’re building or buying a new
home, want to make improvements to your
current home or looking to refinance, we have

the loan you need.
Our experts have been serving
the financial needs of the community
for over 150 years!
Apply online today at www.unibank.com

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270 • www.unibank.com
UniBank NMLS #583135 • Member FDIC/Member DIF
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CROCKETT ROAD Association
Behind Peppercorn Hill Conservation Movement
By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
They were a group of Upton neighbors on North Pond’s
Crockett Rd. They owned year-round homes or seasonal
cottages and came to know one another over the years. And
it was this group of friends who some 35 years ago began
the momentum that would help convince Upton voters to
purchase 275 acres of Peppercorn Hill for conservation.
These days, Crockett Rd. looks nothing like it did
decades ago. Today, the road and the surrounding area is
sprawling with homes and a few seasonal cottages. Families
spend summers swimming and riding boats around North
Pond and of course, hiking the trails of Peppercorn Hill,
which abuts Crockett Rd.
Flashback to years past and it was quite a different
picture. Upton resident Francis (Wally) Walleston, put
pen to paper recalling the road in the 1940s, then known
as Reservoir Rd., describing it as “a cart road with no
electricity for the few cottages that occupied it.”
Over time, additional homes were built in the North
Pond area. The road name was changed to honor resident
and World War I Veteran Dr. Earl Crockett, at the request
of his wife, Gladys.
As more people utilized Crockett Rd., property owners
sought improvements to their street. Easier said than done.
“Some didn’t know that Upton extended along the western
shore line of North Pond,” wrote Walleston, who moved to
Crockett Rd. in 1972.
Walleston and neighbor Don Kerr agreed the best way to
bring infrastructure issues to the attention of the town was
to form a group made up of Crockett Rd. residents. Enter
the Peppercorn Hill Associates.
At the urging of its members, the road eventually
received some much-needed attention, including widening
it, adding new drain pipes, and a first ever coat of oil.
Around 1970, Fred and Marjorie Sanford of Medway
purchased their cottage on Crockett Rd., spending
summers there with their children. The couple also joined
the Peppercorn Hill Associates. “Agenda items were

ATTENTION
CROCKETT ROAD
RESIDENTS
Copies of The Upton/Mendon
Town Crier are now available by
subscription for $45 per year.
See flier inserted in this paper or call
the office at 508-529-7791 for more
information.

discussed and voted on. People volunteered or were
assigned to complete any tasks needed to achieve
our objectives,” explained Fred of the meetings.
Still, it wasn’t all work and no play for the group.
Donna Jacobs, whose father built the house on
Crockett Rd. that she now resides in, recalls the
group’s Christmas parties and clam bakes. “Everyone
looked forward to those get togethers. I have some
great memories of those days,” she said.
Still, most would agree the Associate’s crowning
achievement was their work that would help Upton
acquire Peppercorn Hill.
Around 1984, the group discovered Peppercorn
Hill was being sold by its owners, the Whittemore
family. A company out of Millis had already begun
perk tests for possible development.
Marjorie Sanford, who was serving as Medway’s
Treasurer then, discovered a state program that
reimbursed towns if land was purchased for
conservation purposes. The grant program was set
to expire but still had some uncommitted funds.
The Associates brought the program to the
attention of Upton’s Conservation Commission,
Part of the Conservation Area of Peppercorn Hill. Upton
Walleston was a member. Members of the
Conservation Commission photo
Commission and the Selectmen were supportive
of the purchase, contingent on the approval of the
the measure. “This is our chance; when it’s gone, it’s gone,”
grant funding.
he recalls saying. Voters overwhelmingly supported the
The Peppercorn Hill Associates began a campaign
measure.
to support a special town meeting article to purchase
The Conservation Commission was required to develop
275 acres of Peppercorn Hill, totaling $215,491. The
an open space plan and complete a land survey before the
Conservation Commission also worked to educate and
approved grant funding was awarded.
enlist the support of voters.
Over time, the Peppercorn Hill Associates disbanded.
On March 11, 1985, the meeting was held at the Town
Members, including Walleston and Kerr, passed on.
Hall. Not being a resident, Fred remembers sitting in the
However, the initial efforts of these neighbors continue to
visitor’s section of a packed room of nearly 400 people. Kerr be recognized. “The Peppercorn Conservation Area was
was the spokesperson for the Associates. “His presentation
a great natural treasure to conserve,” said Conservation
on the town meeting floor was nothing short of a Mr. Smith Commission Chair Christine Scott, adding she hopes the
Goes to Washington moment,” said Fred.
remaining parcels can be protected for future generations.
Then-Selectman John Robertson also spoke supporting

◆Selectmen hear budget from front page
item. “In FY 21, we added in the budget for the purchase
of a four-wheel drive pick-up truck for the department.
For this year, we’re going back to replacing an SUV,
which is a reduction in that line item for about $10,000,”
he said. Regarding revenue, Bradley said he expects to
see an increase in the 911 support and incentive grant
funding to help off-set wages in dispatch.
Next, Fire Chief Mark DiFronzo reviewed his
proposed new budget noting, “We’ve done everything we
can to keep everything level funded,” he said.
The proposed overall budget for the Fire/EMS and
Emergency Management budget totals $1,320,430,
an increase of approximately $34,000 over last year.
Part of that includes a 1.5 percent wage increase per
the collective bargaining agreement and an increase
of $13,220 for overtime. Revenues for the Fire/EMS
Department are estimated at $200,000; a decrease
resulting in less ambulance receipts due to a lower than
normal call volume.
DiFronzo is bringing two articles to the Annual Town

New Item

Meeting. One is for $11,457 for new personal protective
equipment and the other is seeking $24,000 to purchase
a fire records management system.
The Finance Department and Board of Selectmen
budgets were also reviewed. Due to a reorganization, the
Finance Department’s new proposed budget is now a
compilation of the town Accountant’s, the Assessor’s and
Treasurer /Collector’s offices.
The overall Fire/EMS and Emergency Management
recommended budget totals $347,735, an increase of
$5,308 from last year. Part of the increase includes a 1.5
percent cost of living adjustment for staff.
The Selectmen’s budget is proposing an increase
of $147,943 for a total of $2,600,677. Drivers for the
increase include pension obligations to the Worcester
Retirement fund, health insurance, and cost of living
wage increases.
The Fiscal Year 2022 Town Manager’s Budget
Recommendation Report can be viewed online at Upton.
MA.Gov.

LIQUOR PLUS

Line 39 Wine

Cabernet Sauvignon
Chardonnay

$13.99 750 ml
Jack’s Abby
House Lager

$9.99 + dep
16 oz. 6 pk cans

Samuel Adams
Wicked Easy

$9.99 + dep
6 pk. can

New Item

Lunazul Blanco
Tequila

$39.99 1.75 liter

Gift
ti
Cer ficates

Graingers
Gluten Free

Organic Vodka

$23.99 1.75 liter
Sutter Home

3 Liter Box Wine
Cabernet Sauvignon
Chardonnay

$17.99

125 MAIN ST., UPTON • 508-529-6196
Mon-Thu: 8:30 am - 9:30 pm • Fri & Sat: 8:30 am - 10:30 pm • Sun. 12pm - 6pm
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UniBank Free Home
Buying Webinar
UniBank will be sponsoring free home buying
webinars through 2021to homebuyers with valuable
information about finding and buying a home.
Topics include: Negotiating a Winning Offer,
Finding the Right Mortgage and Pre-Qualifying,
Down Payment Options, The Importance of Home
Inspections, and more. The next webinar with
UniBank’s Mortgage Representative, Tania Medina
(NMLS #705602) Tuesday, February 23 at 6 p.m.
Attendees will be entered for a chance to win
a $100 gift card. Sweepstakes to win gift card is
subject to complete official rules which are available
at UniBank.com. To enter, individuals must be 18
years older, must register and attend the seminar.
No purchase or account required to enter or win.
All seminar attendees will receive a $250 mortgage
closing cost coupon from UniBank

Home Improvement

Donate Lawn Signs to Help People
with Limited Mobility

By Anne Mazar
Staff Columnist
That old campaign sign or that one a landscaper or roofer left
on a lawn as an advertisement can be upcycled into a device
to help people with disabilities. In a recent WGBH interview,
University of New Hampshire (UNH) Associate Professor, Therese
Willkomm, explained how she and her occupational therapy
students repurpose old political and other lawn signs to help people
with limited mobility in their hands and arms. By cutting, bending
and folding the sturdy signs, they are crafted into adaptive devices
that can hold a computer tablet or book, assist in folding clothes
or facilitate eating a meal. The signs are ideal for reuse, because
they are made from corrugated cardboard and coated with plastic
making the material durable and easy to clean. The students are
learning how they can creatively use everyday materials to build
devices that will improve the lives of their clients by helping them
to manage daily tasks with more ease. Some of the devices have

proved life-changing. One young man with limited movement in
his hands was able to draw again, greatly improving his quality of
life. Willkomm estimates that she has invented over 2000 different
assisted technology devices made from everyday materials that
would otherwise have ended up in a landfill. Many of the adaptive
devices can be bought, but they can be expensive. Through this
UNH program, over 5,000 devices have been given away for
free; and there is a big demand for these items. After contacting
Willkomm recently, she said that she and her occupational therapy
students need more signs to craft their much-needed devices.
Local resident who have any old signs, can clean them off and
donate them. In Mendon, they can be dropped off at the Mendon
Recycling Center at 66 Providence St. on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to
12 noon. In Upton, the signs can be dropped off at the Highway
Division,100 Pleasant St. during regular business hours. This
spring, the signs will be collected and brought to UNH. For more
information, email AMazar@MendonMA.Gov

Firewood Now Available
Mulch • Pavers • Decorative Stone • Loam

THERE’S A SMARTER
WAY TO HEAT ANY
ROOM THIS WINTER.

It’s not too late for a new patio!
Fire Pits in stock
HOURS: Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat 7-2, Closed Sun
Order 5+ yards of mulch and get
FREE DELIVERY to following towns:

Heat the rooms you live in …
without wasting energy on
the rooms you don’t.

Hopedale
Upton
Mendon

Milford
Northbridge
Homeowners Only

Uses 25-50% less energy
to heat your home.
Employs allergen filtration
to reduce germs, bacteria
and viruses.
Provides year-round
comfort that keeps you
cool in the summer too.
Requires no ductwork,
so installation is quick
and easy.

(508) 634-3300
www.cookfpi.com
252 Milford St, Rte 140, Upton

C.J. CILLEY
CONSTRUCTION
BUILDING • REMODELING

Still booking for Spring and Summer

ADDITIONS
CUSTOM CABINETRY
BUILT-INS
S

© 2013 Mitsubishi Electric

© 2015 Mitsubishi Electric

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:
-Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12 years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years on compressor)
-Finance through MassSave with 0% HeatLoan
-Rebates through MassSave & Processing on Your Behalf
-Extended Labor Warranty Available
-Highly Trained Technicians with Installation & Service
Looking to replace your electric heat? Ask us about additional
rebate opportunities through MassSave!

AMERICA’S #1
SELLING BRAND OF
DUCTLESS
HUGE REBATES AVAILABLE FOR
DISPLACEMENT OF ELECTRIC, OIL
AND PROPANE HEAT!
Contact us today for a no cost in-home
assessment!

Many local
references!

Lic. # 26

Basements
Decks
Kitchens
Bathrooms

Visit us on Facebook:
CJCilleyConstruction

Architect available to help you with design plans.
Personal attention to each job.

Christopher Cilley
Licensed Builder

508-529-4112
508-868-0049
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Home Improvement
February is for Felines
Courtesy of Best Friends Animal Society
They are the purr that heals, the entertaining curtain
ninja, the in-house Zen master. They are the cats and
February is National Cat Health Month. Dr. Erin
Katribe, medical director for national animal welfare
organization, Best Friends Animal Society, provides
these health tips for cat owners.
The Essentials
“Perhaps the most important thing you can do to
keep your cat healthy is to ensure that you’re providing
the basic essentials … food, water, litterbox, and
exercise. Cats’ ancestors didn’t eat or stay hydrated the
same way that our house cats do; the dry kibble that
is most convenient for owners to feed is very different
than their natural diets. If you are able to feed your pet
canned food it is a much closer approximation to their
ancestral diets than is dry,” Katribe said.
Obesity is a problem for pet cats. “It can lead to
diseases like diabetes, so keeping your cat at a healthy
weight by monitoring and adjusting their food quantity
is key to keeping them healthy,” she said. “Obesity can
also lead to arthritis and joint pain.” A veterinarian can
determine the healthy weight for a cat and guide the
owner to a diet that will maintain that weight.
Katribe stresses exercise is important, “While you
can harness and leash train cats and many felines
enjoy this, most pet cats prefer a more private form
of exercise. Providing toys and engaging them in play
with laser pointers or string toys for exercise are great
ways to keep them active.”
Litterboxes are essential. They should be placed in
places convenient for the cat not in a distant part of
the house. If a cat leaves messes, it might due to a dirty
box, a box placed too far away or a possible disease. See

a vet if there are litterbox habit changes.
Veterinary Care
One way to keep a cat healthy is to schedule regular
veterinary wellness visits. Visits include vaccinations
and a thorough physical exam plus testing to catch
illness early. “Cats are masters at hiding illness, what
likely evolved as a survival tool in their ancestors; what
this means for the cat parent, though, is that when
Fluffy starts to actually show signs of sickness, her
situation may be much more serious than you think,”
said Katribe.
Helping Cats Get Back Home
One of the most stressful events for pet owners is
losing their animal. Cats that leave slip away often end
up in animal shelters, with just five percent making it
home again.
Collars and tags are low-tech way identification tools.
But since cats lose collars, Katribe suggests implanting
a microchip under the skin, saying “When the pet is
scanned with a microchip scanner, the scanner will
display a number unique to that chip and that pet. If
registered online (don’t forget this important step!),
that number will link the pet back to your contact
information.”
The Importance of Spay/Neuter
Spaying or neutering cats not only helps them
be healthier, but it also helps save the lives of cats.
Sterilization can eliminate the chance of some cancers
and reduces unwanted behaviors. “Spaying and
neutering pet cats prevents more kittens from being
born and so allows for more of the cats that do end up
in shelters the chance at life,” Katribe said.
For more information, visit BestFriends.org.

6375E

NOW CARRYING VIKING APPLIANCES.

QUALITY PRODUCTS ~ GREAT PRICES

Full Time Service Department
Factory Authorized Service Agents

We service all brands, no matter where they were purchased!

• LCD, LED &
PLASMA TVs
• Air Conditioners
• Washers/Dryers

• Refrigerators
• Dehumidifiers
• Gas and Electric Ovens
• Gas Grills

• Wall Ovens and
Microwaves
• Kitchen Ventilation
Systems

Authorized Dealer

Frank’s Appliance Sales & Service
331 Main St., Milford

508-473-1309 • www.franksappliance.com

UPTON
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Clean Energy Home

34 Godfrey Lane
Milford, MA 01757

SUPPORT
YOUR LOCAL SHOPS!

AREA-An interactive webinar presentation
on the Clean Energy Home will be held on
Tuesday, February 23 at 7 p.m., hosted by
the Mendon and Upton libraries. This will
be a chance for residents to learn the basics
of green technologies, hear firsthand from
locals who have the technologies and an
opportunity to ask questions to experts in the
field. The areas covered will include, Energy
Efficiency, Solar PV, Solar Battery Storage,
Electric Vehicles (EV), Solar Hot Water, and
for heating and cooling, Air-Source Heat
Pumps and Ground-Source Pumps. These
tools are available now to Mendon/Upton
residents with rebates, credits and discounts.
For more information on the webinar visit,
SolarizeMendonUpton.com

Winter Services

CARPENTRY
Snow Plowing & Roof Snow Removal
Winter Services
GUTTER
REPAIRS
& CLEANING
Snow
Plowing
& Roof Snow Removal
CARPENTRY•INTERIOR&EXTERIORPAINTING
• Window & Door Replacement
CARPENTRY•INTERIOR&EXTERIORPAINTING
• Window
Replacement
• Kitchen&&Door
Bathroom

Remodeling
• Kitchen
& Bathroom
Remodeling
• Wood Flooring • Decks
• Wood Flooring • Decks

• Siding • Roofs • Masonry

• Siding • Roofs • Masonry

• Power Washing

• Power Washing

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Finishing
• Basement

• Gutter Repairs & Cleaning
• Basement Finishing

•

Detailed&&Meticulous
Meticulous
Detailed
ReasonableRates
Rates
Reasonable

Call
CallMauricio
Mauricio

508.202.8602
508.202.8602

FULLY INSURED

FULLY INSURED

MA HIC.#169427

MA HIC.#169427

McE's Home Services
Maintainance, Repairs, and Updates
Handyman Services
Licensed and Insured

HIC # 164430

508-524-6182
50508-brbrabr

brianmce@charter.net, mceshomeservices.com

Brian McElligott
North Street,
Upton,MA
Ma 01568
01568
Brian
McElligott 9216
Plumbley
Road, Upton,
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Mendon News

Agro takes out nomination papers for
Mendon’s Town Clerk seat

SUNDRY ESTATES

To Be Taken for UNPAID FISCAL 2018 and 2019 TAXES
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts Town of Mendon
Office of the Collector of Taxes 2/19/2021
To the owners of the hereinafter-described parcels of land situated in the Town of Mendon
and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and to all concerned.
You are hereby notified that on Monday, March 22, 2021, at 10 o’clock a.m., Local Time,
pursuant to the provisions of General Laws (Ter.Ed.) Chapter 60, §53 and by virtue of the
authority vested in me as Collector of Taxes, it is my intention to take for the Town of Mendon the following parcel(s) of land for non-payment after demand of the taxes thereon
with interest and all necessary, intervening charges, of any unpaid balance of said taxes,
unless the same have been paid before that date.
Interim Treasurer & Collector of Taxes
Thomas Zidelis
Tax Collector
Town of Mendon
OWNER OF RECORD: ESTATE
OF PETER TETREAULT
LOCATION: 55 HARTFORD
AVENUE WEST
CONTAINING: .38 ACRES
MORE OR LESS
ASSESSORS’ MAP 10, BLK 141,
PARC 55, EXT 0
RECORDED IN REGISTRY OF
DEEDS,
BOOK 43431, PAGE 63

2018 TAXES: $927.89
2018 FEES: $20.00
2018 INTEREST: $335.02
2019 TAXES: $3,605.13
2019 FEES: $20.00
2019 INTEREST: $1,128.73
ADVERT PREP: $20.00
POSTING NOTICE: $10.00
PRIOR ADS: $48.50
UNPAID BALANCE: $6,115.27

By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
Town Clerk Ellen Agro has taken out her
nomination papers to run for a second term for the
Town Clerk’s three-year seat. Mendon’s Annual Town
Election is scheduled to take place May 18.
As of February 8, Agro had not turned in her
nomination papers but confirmed she is planning
to run again. In 2018, she won the Town Clerk’s seat
narrowly beating challenger Jody Kurczy by a vote of
274 to 236.
Nomination papers became available February 1
for Mendon residents interested in running for office.
Because the Town Hall is closed to the general public
for now, residents must call the Town Clerk’s office to
make an appointment to obtain nomination papers.
As of February 8, Agro is the only individual and
incumbent who has taken out papers thus far. Other
current office holders and their terms lengths include
Chris Burke for Select Board for three years, Jay Byer
for Town Moderator for one year, Leigh Martin for
Mendon Upton Regional School District Committee
for three years, Bill Ambrosino for Planning Board for
five years, Tom Fichtner for Board of Health for three
years, Kevin Rudden for Assessor for three years, Kelly
Aubut for Taft Library Trustee for three years, Matthew

Mendon Needs a Postcard
Christin Barnett and Kathy Schofield of the Mendon Historical Society are searching for the best photos
of Mendon to turn into a postcard of the town. The Mendon postcard will feature up to four scenes of the
community. It will be designed by Christin’s Gallery, professionally printed and made available to the public for
purchase to benefit the Mendon Historical Society. Hobby photographers are encouraged to send in their favorite
pictures; perhaps an aerial view from a drone, town buildings, the farms on Quisset Rd, Nipmuc Pond—whatever
is Mendon to you.
Entries should be emailed as a jpg-file in a high resulution of at least 300dpi to ChristinsGallery@gmail.com by
March 15, 2021. Please include your name, the date of the photo and what it depicts.

Behind every
local business
is a neighbor
you know.

These are our neighbors.
Business owners with the ideas, motivation and commitment to
serve their customers, employees and community.
At Charles River Bank, we are proud to provide the powerful
solutions and personal connections these business owners and
entrepreneurs can count on in good – and uncertain – times.
Visit CharlesRiverBank.com
to learn more about these local businesses, and discover how
Charles River Bank can help you.

70 Main Street • Medway • 508.533.8661
2 South Maple Street • Bellingham • 508.966.2857
1 Hastings Street • Mendon • 508.422.9792
Each depositor is insured by the FDIC to at least $250,000.
All deposits above the FDIC insurance amount are insured
by the Depositors Insurance Fund. Member FDIC
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O’Brien for Water Commissioner for three years, and
Tom Belland for Parks Commissioner for three years.
The Housing Authority has two vacant seats up for
election, one for a four-year term and the other for five
years.
Candidates must return their completed papers to
the Town Clerk’s office by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, March
30.
Absentee ballot applications may be completed any
time prior to the Town Election. The application can
be found online at Sec.State.Ma.Us under Elections
and Voting. The deadline to submit an absentee ballot
application is Monday, May 17 at noon.
The last day to register to vote in Mendon’s Election
is Wednesday, April 28 by 8 p.m. The easiest way to
register is online at Sec.State.Ma.Us under Elections
and Voting.
The state is still determining whether or not early
voting for upcoming local elections will per permitted.
To make an appointment to pick up nomination
papers or for more information on voter status or the
Mendon Election, call the Town Clerk’s office at 508473-1085 or email townclerk@mendonma.gov. Regular
office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. The office is closed on Friday.

Equal Housing Lender
NMLS# 743045

Mendon and Upton Recognized
for Voter Turnout
Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
Both Mendon and Upton were recognized for their community’s voter turnout over
the last two-year election cycles.
The Senator Louis Bertonazzi Foundation sponsors the Citizenship Award, which
recognizes a local community that has the highest voter turnout. The 19 communities
that Bertonazzi represented when he served as a state representative or senator
participate.
The winning community was determined by tallying voter turnout from the last
five elections from 2019 and 2020, including both local and national elections and
primaries.
This year’s winner was the town of Grafton with a 38.79 percent voter participation.
As a result, the Grafton Town Clerk and Board of Registrars received a $1,000 check
from the Foundation to be used to increase voter awareness and turnout. Furthermore,
a plaque was presented to the Board of Selectmen and a congratulatory banner stating
“Best Voting Community” was given to the town to be displayed.
However, because this year’s competition was one of the closest in recent years, the
Foundation also wanted to recognize the four runner-up towns for their commendable
voter numbers with Upton at 38.63 percent, Milford at 38.42 percent, Bellingham at
37.91 percent, and Mendon at 37.90 percent. Mendon and Upton have won the award
in past years.
Both Upton and Mendon’s Town Clerk’s stated they were pleased with their
community’s voter participation.
“Voting is an important civic duty and I’m proud the voters in Upton take this
seriously and vote in all elections,” said Upton Town Clerk Kelly McElreath. “Upton
has won this award twice since its inception. Coming in second by .16 percent for this
round is a testament to the voters in Upton.”
Mendon Town Clerk Ellen Agro was equally proud and said she hopes Mendon
voters keep it up. “We’re pleased that the voters of Mendon are engaged and committed
to having their voices heard through the voting process,” she said. “It is our hope that
the increased level of participation is sustained and built upon in future elections,
especially on the local level.”
In approximately three months, both communities will hold their Annual Town
Elections. Mendon’s election is scheduled for Tuesday, May 18 and Upton’s election is
scheduled to take place on Tuesday, May 11.
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Mendon Town Calendar

Mark Gilpin, CPA EA

Due to the Covid-19 Virus, Mendon’s Municipal Buildings have limited access. Residents are encouraged
to check the town’s Web site at MendonMa.Gov/Calendar/Month concerning the latest status on posted
meetings, including cancelations or other special instructions on agendas for virtual or call in meetings. For
additional information needed, contact the appropriate board or official by phone or email.

Your Ease of Mind is our Priority
Save Money, Save Time, Save Stress

Monday, February 22
Planning Board Public Hearing for 35 Cape Rd Site
Plan Review, 7:15 p.m.

Wednesday, March 3
Finance Committee, Remote, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, February 24
Finance Committee, Remote, 7 p.m.

Over 25 Years
Experience in Tax
Preparation and
Bookkeeping
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Reliable Pet Sitting

Funeral Directors

Professional In-Home
Dog, Cat, and Horse Care

Offering dignified service
to those of all faiths in Upton and the
surrounding communities since 1902

35 Years Professional Experience in
Horse and Dog Training and Care.

�

Over 20 Years in Upton!
• Very Dependable
• Year Round Reliability • Daily Basis
• Will Administer Medications
• No Overnights
p if Needed
• Will take Pet to Vet Apt.

45 MAIN STREET
UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01568

508-529-6992

Now Offering Obedience
Training! Call for info!

www.uptonfunerals.com

CALL MAGGIE

508-529-6402 or 508-769-9634
It’s like leaving your friend
with a family member.
1-ON-1 Physical Therapy Sessions
In-Clinic & Telehealth

SPORTS INJURIES
WOMEN’S HEALTH
POST-SURGICAL REHAB
ANTI-GRAVITY TREADMILL
LYMPHEDEMA

ED!
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Ultrasound
& Surgical
Specialists
Ultrasound
& Surgical
Specialists
Available
by Consultation.
Available
by Consultation.
Specialty
available
Specialty
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available
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night
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appointments.
night and
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appointments.

508-544-1540
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NORTH

Preventative
Medicine,
Surgery,
Dentistry,
In-House
Preventative
Medicine,
Surgery,
Dentistry,
In-House
Laboratory,
Radiography,
Acupuncture,
Laboratory,
Digital Digital
Radiography,
Acupuncture,
Chiropractic
andTherapy
Laser Therapy
forand
Dogs
and Cats.
Chiropractic
and Laser
for Dogs
Cats.

All major insurances accepted

1 Lumber Street, Suite 201, Hopkinton
196 E. Main Street (in Gold’s Gym), Milford
15 West Union Street, Ashland
www.platinumptma.com
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Hartford
Ave W,
Uxbridge,
01569
555
Hazel Street
Uxbridge,
MAMA
01569
555 510
Hazel
Street
Uxbridge,
MA 01569
P. 508.278.5869
| F. 508.278.9384
| info@uxbridgeanimalhospital.com
P. 508.278.5869
| F. 508.278.9384
| info@uxbridgeanimalhospital.com
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School News

Nipmuc Regional High School Honor Roll, Term 1
HIGH HONOR ROLL
Seniors
Alcott, Paige Elizabeth
Alencar, Luany Leite
Allen, Paige Katherine
Arthur, Amelia Elizabeth
Bailey, Megan Theresa
Ball, Amelia Ruth
Benoit, Abigail Marie
Bigelow, Lily Jing
Black, Olivia Law
Bohan, Allison Grace
Bottoms, Katelyn LeeAnn
Boyle, Ciara Rose
Breen, Paige Kathleen
Brockett-Delgado, Tomas Enrique
Brown, Shane Marcus
Candela, Cassidy Isabella
Capalucci, Jacqueline Rose
Casamento, Kelsey Grace
Casey, Catherine Elizabeth
Ceruti, Josephine Rosalie
Chace, Jackson Adam
Clish, Lauren Lynne
Collard, Jacob Matthew
Comfort, Shayla Rose
Conley, Morgann Lenore
Cote, Michelle Rose
Cummings, Alexander William
Dunster, Cicely Grace
Dupre, Rachel Noelle
Flanagan, Caitlin DeBev
Fournier, Aiden John
Fraser, Matthew David
Glasier, Brooke Eve
Goodwin, Rachel Marie
Heather, Jared Devon
Hentz, Kiara Rae
Jason, Kendall Victoria
Kerber, Elizabeth Rae
Lavoie, Christopher Michael
Lazarz, Jason Thomas Edward
LeClaire, Joseph Thomas
Lindquist, Jordan Elizabeth
Lukasek, Kaylee Ann
McGuire, Grace Linda
McMahon, Michelle Joan
Meleedy, Jenna Meryl
Mespelli, Jillian Angela
Miller, Christopher James
Miller, Jaiden Marie
Moeckel, Benjamin Henry
Morrice, Maren Joie
Morrison, Zoe Emily
Murphy, Brynn Noelle
Niane, Saphie Mikoto
Noel, Jessica Lynne
O’Connell, Ryan Thomas
O’Neil, Brenden William
Palinkas, Leah Margaret
Paul, Abigail Marie
Penfield, Walker Kulik
Phipps, Howard Francis
Plumb, Lindsey Rose
Pollen, Emily Ann
Rhodes, James Reid
Roach, Robert Patrick
Russo, Kristina Marie
Salenius, Elizabeth August
Seligman, Brynna Laurel Harp
Shaker, Maria
Shilale, Maryn Morgan
Skiba, Benjamin Carl
St. Jean, Myles Anthony
Stewart, Grace Elizabeth
Stewart, Keri Maria
Stewart, Tessa Marion
Tewksbury, Kyle Lawrence
Thompson, Jack Connor
Trainor, Daniel Quinn
Uthoff, Ava Jorja Cate
Vaz, Evellyn Cristyne Lemos
Vincens, Sophie Isobel Hayden
Weed, Gianna Julienne
Willis, Hailey Marie
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Juniors
Abate, Evan Spencer
Abdelmesih, Pasant Ayman
Acker, Joseph Edward
Aron, Emily Else
Baham, Kamaria Adara
Braun, Emma Lauren
Brereton, Julia Emily
Campbell, Brady Robert
Carter, Kylie Hope
Casey, Alyson Marion
Cedrone, Anna
Ceruti, Allison Antonina
Christensen, Caleigh Ann
Clark, Hannah Rose
Clemons, Allison Elizabeth
Consigli, Avery Jayne
Cook, David Peter
Cooney, Clara Meaghan
Cotter, Grace Violet
Coyle, Eric James
Crosby, Joshua Ethan Honor
Curley, Noah Michael
Denson, Samuel Patrick
Derocher, Christina Adeline
Emile, Lillette Ehab
Ferrandino, Jason David
Fior, Ryan Thomas
Flanagan, Catherine Reilly
Flanagan, Michel Patrick
Fleming, Drew Arthur
Frieswick, Amanda Grace
Gamache, Megan Elisabeth
Giardini, Nicholas Seferino
Golden, Kailey Ann
Gomolko, Nadezhda
Gould, Nora Arlene
Grant, Grace Nicole
Hamburger, Jacob Keith
Hartwig, Liam Donald
Henderson, Quinn Kathleen
Heye, Lauren Catherine
Hoff, Emma Catherine
House, Bennett David
Jacques, Andrew James
Jameson, Hailey Pamela
Johnson, Cooper Louis
Julian, Allison Christine
Kelly, Chloe Jayne
Kierstead, Travis James
Kilcoyne, Kathleen Elizabeth
Kirby, Emily Rose
LaCross, Connor James
Lahar, Jack Gordon
Lange, Luke David
Laufik, Rowan Matthew Tennyson
Laurence, Meghan Elizabeth
Lavigne, Alexis Felicia
Leary, Cameran Jane
Lee, Benjamin J
Lemay, Haleigh Theresa
Locklin, Kelly Grace
Loftus, Rylie Mackenzie
Lubin, Darryl Francis
Lynch, Patrick Michael
Marshall, William George
Mazzarelli, Amy Lynn
McElligott, Samuel Robert
Murray, Gabrielle Sylvia
Murray, Jacob Douglas
Nealley, Emerson Taylor
Nguyen, Khue Quynh
Nicholson, Lucienne Noelle
O’Brien, Olivia Ann
O’Connell, Carly Elizabeth
Offord, Emma Katherine
Overholt, Wesley Grant
Piekarski, Sophia Mae
Pierce, Cameron Francis
Powers, Kelly Grace
Rapiejko, Eric William
Rausch, Harrison John
Servis, Kaylee Irene
Shilale, Zachary Richard
Small, Chloe Jane
Spangenberg, Macey Lynn
Steel, Emma Lynn

Stewart, Julia Josephine
Sullivan, Julia Marie
Survell, Nathaniel David
Todd, Melody Rose
Vanasse, Sydney Doreen
Watchmaker, Jack Bauer
Wiersma, Jesse Kurtis
Wiklund, Lucy Amber
Wood, Victoria
Sophomores
Aniceto, Maia Morgan
Antonelli, Kayla Marie
Bailey, Kelly Ann
Barnes, Luke Daniel
Basile, Genevieve Faith
Beauparlant, Makenzi Eve
Bick, Jonathan Dylan
Boyle, Sabrina Marie
Brennan, Colin Patrick
Brigham, Caroline Marie
Brockett-Delgado, Marina Raquel
Brodeur, Penelope Madeleine
Byrne, Aidyn Juill
Carberry, Tabitha Lauren
Cerundolo, Derek Joseph
Chace, Mallory Jean
Claro, Emily Elizabeth
Collins, Nickolas Thomas
Consigli, Derek Anthony
Crotty, Alyssa Marie
Deliwala, Diya Aakash
Dubowik, Brian Thomas
Fallon, Megan Elizabeth
Fernald, Ella Margaret
Fournier, Ryan Patrick
Fransen, Daniel Russell
Gemmel, Avery Sue
George, Andrew Michael
Gorman, Kiah Truth
Gu, Sophia Chen
Hagan, Cameron James
Harrati, Reham
Harvey, Ellie Mary
Hayes, Josephine Mary
Heather, Alex Jonathan
Hurley, Sean Patrick
Jason, Connor Edward
John, Kevin
Johnson, Kara Lynn
Johnson, Kendyl Lee
Johnson, Lucy Kay
Jolie, Danielle Lucienne
Joyce, Ronan Brady
Kiley, Matthew Edward
Lee, Astrid Olivia
Lino, Kevin Pires
LoSchiavo, Alec James
Ludwigson, Sarah Rose
Lukasek, Allyson Rose
Lynch, Sarah Jessica
Merrill, Isabelle Jade
Mistretta, Julia Maria
Montano, Rissa Mae
Murphy, Bridget Frances
Nadolski, Emma Rose
Patrick, Liana Marie
Plumb, Lauren Nicole
Quinn, Avery Maureen
Raymond, Jason Patrick
Rideout, Alyssa Catherine
Shazli, Syed Abdurrahman
Shrestha, Reanna
Sims, Jamie Martin
Skiba, Olivia Ann
Slayter, Benjamin Ross Collins
St. Jean, Megan Catherine
Stasio, Annmarie Linnea
Stewart, Katherine Elise
Tabakin, Rebecca Rose
Tewksbury, Kali Katie
Tkaczyk, Cody Brian
Vanasse, Alexander Edward
Venable, Luke Anthony
Welch, Maya Beverly
Whitney, Ava Louise
Wiersma, Emma Jane
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Wright, Tia Irene
Yordanopoulos, Gianna Bella
Freshmen
Adams, Andrew Samuel
Allcock, Avery Kaylen
Allen, Cameron Wentworth
Allington, Matthew Stephen
Aubut, Samuel Thomas
Bevan, Tyler Peter John
Black, Quinlan Scott
Bodzinski, Kylie Lynn
Bottoms, Victoria LeeAnn
Bruni, Giovanna Gioia
Byrne, Jack Alerick
Byrne, Michael Patrick
Cahill, Amelia Stephanie
Calvey, Ella Grace
Casamento, Sydney Cecelia
Casey, Christopher Michael
Cassano, Sabrina Rose
Chiaradonna, Max Anthony
Clark, Phallon Elizabeth
Clish, Danielle Alison
Corriveau, Grace Marianne
Cotton, Aidan Edward
DeBaggis, Sera Isabelle
Deligiannides, Isabella Hannah
Dorr, Liam Strachan
Dunster, Reed Nora
Ellis, Aidan Thomas
Fahmy, Poula Khaled
Fernald, Libby Margaret
Flaherty, Anna Susan
Fraser, Joseph Andrew
Geremia, Sofia Szamreta
Giardini, Jacob Cardoso
Gibbs, Rachael Frances
Haley, Emma Paige
Harrati, Ranya
Harris, Leah Finau’Alai
Henderson, Clementine Anne
Hutnak, Nathan Paul
Julian, Katelyn Elizabeth
Karmelek, Madelyn Jeanne
Keyes, Casey Elizabeth
Kirby, Leah Josephine
Kovacs, Carter James
Krupski, Logan Riley
Kulesza, Samantha Lynn
LaCortiglia, Madison Kylee
Lange, Elizabeth Donna
LaRue, Ethan Charles
Levchuk, Dennis Georgievich
Lupien, Ashleigh Paige
Macdonald, Kylie Frances
Malloy, Lily Xue Er
Martel, Sarah Kathryn
Martin, Allison Rae
Mattson, John Dennis
McCobb, Meghan Elizabeth
Melo, Julia Maria Moreira Pessoa de
Miller, Linara Marie
O’Reilly, Liam Joseph
Overholt, James Matthew
Parrotta, Noah Stephen
Polanco, Leodices Noel
Powers, Molli Theresa
Rajesh, Suhas
Richie, Jackson Nicholas
Rock, Ryan Michael
Rodriguez, Chanell Angela
Ruggiero, Anthony Michael
Schechter, Dana Marie
Schwartzberg, Alexis
Scott, Lauren Sadie
Seligman, Ashlyn Brooke Harp
Shilale, Kendra Lynne
Singh, Naomi Elizabeth
Smith, Ava Halloran
Spargo, William John
Stasio, Alysse Rae
Stephens, Lindsey Mae
Sullivan, Ty Gerrit
Sweeney, Lillian Margaret
Szewczynski, Maverick James
Thompson, Owen Michael

Trainor, Joseph Quinn
Wang, Lisa Lu
Weibe, Annalise Grace
Welch, Sophia Ann
Witham, Cage Coleman
Young, Lilia Rose
HONOR ROLL
Seniors
Abongwa, Josephine Kayla Mai
Basile, Lucas John
Bombara, Samuel Robert
Campos, Murillo Jacinto Carrijo
Fitts, Emmerson Jo
Ghiorse, John Montgomery
House, Kellen Elizabeth
Morrill, Bennet MacLeod
Morrill, Charles Leavitt
Quinn, Michael Kenneth
Roberts, Grace Marie
Juniors
Cassano, Lorenzo Vincent
Clark, Oscar Daniel
Demerjian, Arin James
Doe, Spencer Wrafton
Drummey, Jason Robert
Ferris, Cole Bryan
Gately, Shamus Michael
Giroux, Laela Mae
Grossman, Illiana Marie
Lanier, Christopher Jamar
McEnaney, Benjamin Michael
Morrell, Thomas Richard
Murphy, Madison Quinn
Perry, Anthony Lawrence
Scott, Clara Marie
Smith, Emerson Elizabeth
Studley, Benjamin David
Trimble, Sean Andrew Jerry
Sophomores
Cavanaugh, Rachael Judith Jiang
DiColella, Angelina Marie
Duplessis, Erika Lynn
Filho, Marcelo Alves
Fitts, Bryson Darren
French, Gavin Eric
Garefalakis, Mia Leonora Eilleen
Harrison, Emma Ruth
Karmelek, Brady Christian
Kuczinski, Ryan Logan
Ladd, Tyler Aidan
Laplante, Cameryn Ann
Mayo, Samuel Anthony
Michaud, Lucy Bella
Morrice, Christian Wade
Murray, Kassidy Elizabeth
Rich, Declan Frederick
Rojano, Gabriel Sebastian
Schmitt, Katrina Marie
Welch, Case Alexander
Freshmen
Bandstra, Aidan David
Ceruti, Maria Jane
Clancy, Joseph Leo
Cronin, Ainsley Lefave
Dean, Alyssa Rose
Fournier, Kelsey Elizabeth
Heisler, Daniel Michael
Jones, Cody Stewart
Katzen, Jordan Emanuel
Lashus, Lucas Alexander
Pace, Matthew William
Porciello, Ethan Fenway
Ruggiero, Ari Robert
Scirocco, Janelle Patrice
Walsh, Nathan Christopher
HONORABLE MENTION
Sophomores
Bigelow, Jacob David
Burchard, Colin Leeds
Theall, Jackson Fox
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Mendon-Upton Schools
Say No to Pool-Testing for
COVID-19
By Scott Calzolaio
Staff Reporter
Mendon-Upton Superintendent of Schools, Joseph Maruszczak,
said that with rapid testing on site for COVID-19 for students or
staff members with symptoms, there’s no need to spend class time
on pool-testing.
In early January, the Baker-Polito administration announced
that weekly pool testing will be available for schools across
Massachusetts starting this month. Milford administrators jumped
at the opportunity to incorporate the practical, minimally invasive
measure.
Under the pool testing program a groups of 10 students, without
symptoms or asymptomatic, swab their own noses with a Q-tip. All
ten Q-Tips are then placed in a container and tested. The idea is that
if any one container turns up positive, that cluster of students will
then be individually tested and quarantined.
“In theory, it sounds like a great idea to do a test for every student
and staff member in the district,” he said. “But challenges with this
are many.”
The program will be of no cost to the town or the state for now,
but it’s uncertain what will happen when the federal funding runs
out after March. The cost per test would then be $5, adding up to
around $10,000 to $12,000 each week from the district’s pocket.
The logistics of organizing, and assisting younger students
with their tests every week doesn’t seem like it makes sense, said
Maruszczak.
“I don’t think we’re going to be pursuing the pool testing
initiative,” he said.
Maruszczak said that the nursing staff already has enough on
their plate right now, including rapid testing.
“Beyond overtime throughout this crisis,” he said. “There are
countless hours of work that are happening.”
Binax rapid testing for the novel coronavirus is now available in
each school, decreasing the need for pool testing, he said.
“Any student or staff member that may be symptomatic, we can
do the testing in school,” he said.
The testing is the swab of the nasal cavity, and the results are
presented on site. For now, this will be the primary defense against
COVID-19 in the Mendon Upton Regional School District.

Mendon Upton
Kindergarten Registration
Information
Clough Elementary School in Mendon and Memorial School
in Upton will both be holding a virtual Parent Information Night
for parents of students who are entering Kindergarten in the
fall. Children must be five on or before August 31, 2021, to enter
Kindergarten.
The program will be an overview of a day in the life of a
Kindergarten student. There will be time for questions and answers.
The Clough Information Night for Mendon students will be held
on Tuesday, February 23, from 6 to 7 p.m. Please go to.MURSD.
org under Events, to get the Zoom link. Also while on MURSD.org
go to the Clough web pages and access the google form under the
Kindergarten Fact sheet to request the Kindergarten Registration
packet. Kindergarten Registration will be held in March, by
appointment. Please contact the school office, 508-634-1580, or
email Julia Busby jbusby@mursd.org or Tracee Perkins tperkins@
mursd.org with any questions.
The Memorial Information Night for Upton students will be held
on Wednesday, February 24, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Please contact
the school office, 508-529-1020, or email cgibson@mursd.org or
brichardson@mursd.org to get the Zoom link. The link will also be
on the MURSD.org website under Events. It is also on the MURSD.
org webpage under Events. Kindergarten registration packets are
available by clicking the link on the Kindergarten Registration
Box on the Memorial website or by contacting the school office.
Kindergarten Registration will be held in March, by appointment.
Also, the Spanish Immersion Program will hold a Zoom session
on Tuesday, March 2nd at 7 p.m. for both Mendon and Upton
families interested. Please visit MURSD.org website under Events
for the zoom link. Spanish Immersion applications are included in
the Kindergarten Registration packets and must be returned to the
appropriate school office by the end of March.
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School Committee
Discusses 2022 Budget Proposal

By Scott Calzolaio
Staff Reporter
COVID-19 has made financing tricky for public
school districts, and the Mendon-Upton Regional
district is no exception when it comes to planning
out their fiscal year 2022 budget.
The initial fiscal 2022 budget currently sits at
$40,095,986, a proposed 6.92 percent, or $2,593,986,
increase as compared to 2021.
This budget focuses on the regular needs of
students, as well as focusing on what might be
needed coming out of the crisis of the pandemic.
Driving the higher total budget figure is
$1,077,981 in salary increases. The rest of the rise
is attributed to common factors such as healthcare
and retirement services, transportation contract
negotiations, out-of-district tuitions fees, and
similar items.
School Superintendent Joseph Maruszczak said
that this budget cycle is unique this year because
of COVID-19. He said that more attention and
funding will be directed towards emerging from the
pandemic with the academics and social-emotional
needs intact.
“Some enhancements and targeted investments
that speak to these needs we currently have as a
result of the pandemic are being looked at,” he said.
One of those goals is to hire two full-time School
Adjustment Counselors as part of the Miscoe and

Nipmuc Bridge Program.
He explained the Bridge Program is for students
who are could be in crisis, saying, “Maybe they’ve
had an interruption to their regular attendance at
school. Or just need breaks during the day where
there is a liaison between home and school.”
The focus is on mental health, he said, and he
hopes to fill similar positions in the future.
Also included in the budget as “critical needs” are
a number of additional positions to fill.
Those items include $60,000 to hire a new 4th
grade teacher, $120,000 to hire two elementary
instructional coaches, $70,000 for a librarian at
Nipmuc Regional High School and $40,000 for a
tech support position.
Maintaining class sizes and services is a major
goal amid the pandemic this year, he said.
“Over the last 11-months, it really has felt like
crisis management,” he said. “But the vision and
the mission that is very clear in our strategic plan
around inspiring all of our learners to thrive still
guides all of our practices.”
The current enrollment is at 2,194 students, with
a projected 19 students to join the roster. Class sizes
look similar to in years past, he said.
The school committee will meet again on
Monday, February 22, to further discuss details of
the budget proposal.

Mendon-Upton Teachers Could Get
Vaccinated in March
By Scott Calzolaio
Staff Reporter
The vaccination process for Covid-19 has been
slow in Massachusetts in relation to other states,
and it looks like teachers will not be vaccinated until
sometime in March.
Superintendent of Mendon-Upton Schools,
Joseph Maruszczak, said during their last Mendon
Regional School District school committee meeting
that he’s not entirely sure where they stand, but the
Commonwealth’s Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) hopes March will
work with the state’s timetable.
Vaccinating teachers is part of Phase 3, Step 2 of
the state’s plan. Currently, the reopening is in Phase
3, Step 1.
For now, Maruszczak said the nursing staff at the
schools have been working to organize for when the
vaccination can be rolled out.
“Between our staff and the boards of health there
has been communication with folks like the Central
MA Pharmacy to see if we can do an in-house
clinic for staff; and that is our intent,” he said.
At this point in time, however, the demand greatly
outweighs the supply, so Maruszczak said they are

patiently waiting their turn.
During a briefing in early February, Massachusetts
Governor, Charlie Baker, said that a weekly pool
testing program “will make a big difference” in
helping schools detect the virus. Pool testing is done
to groups of asymptomatic students, who each swab
their own nose, with the swabs gathered in groups
of 10. That group of swabs is tested and if any comes
back positive for COVID-19, each child is retested
for the disease and group in quarantined
In Mendon-Upton school, pool testing will
likely not be implemented, as there are plenty of
rapid or Binax tests at each school, which are given
to students or staff showing novel coronavirus
symptoms..
According to the Boston Globe, there is frustration
among the 65+ community, as the rollout for
vaccinations has been slower than in other states.
Right now vaccines are available for those age 75
and older, healthcare workers, first responders
among others.
According to the state guidelines after the wave
of seniors receive their shots, teachers and other
essential workers who are not directly in contact
with COVID-19 patients will be vaccinated.

Dean’s List
The following local residents were named to the fall
dean’s list at their respective schools.
Bridgewater State University, Bridgewater: UptonNicholas Herd, junior Sculpture major.
Endicott College, Beverly: Mendon- Cameron Busby,
Criminal Justice Psychology major and Collin Flanagan,
Marketing, Business Management major. Upton-Maria
Buono, Marketing Communication/Advertising major;
Mackenzie Morgan, Finance major; and Kaitlyn Schimp,
Nursing major.
Ithaca College, Ithaca, N.Y.: Mendon Sydney
Cozzolino. Upton-Violet Van Buren.
Quinnipiac University, Hamden, Conn.: MendonSarah Milch
Stonehill College, Easton: Mendon-Priscilla Younes,
Class of 2024. Upton-Caroline Abate, Catherine Kessler
and Sarah Hurley, Class of 2022; and Brian Vennard,
Class of 2021.
University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Ala.: UptonPresident’s list for a 4.0 GPA, Mackenzie Callahan, and
Dean’s Lis for a 3.5 or higher GPA, Ryan Steele.
Wentworth Institute of Technology, Boston: UptonMaegan Herd, junior Architecture major.
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Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester: MendonJack Ayvazian Class of 2023, majoring in Computer
Science; Michelle Barboza, Class of 2023, majoring in
Chemical Engineering; Benjamin Gilchrist , Class of
2024, majoring in Computer Science; Taylor Johnson ,
Class of 2024, majoring in Biology and Biotechnology;
Kelly Miller , Class of 2022, majoring in Mechanical
Engineering; Noah Puchovsky , Class of 2021, majoring
in Industrial Engineering; Silvana Reid , Class of
2022, majoring in Biochemistry; Zachary Rivernider ,
Class of 2023, majoring in Robotics Engineering; and
Timothy Snow , Class of 2022, majoring in Mechanical
Engineering. Upton-Elina Barrows, Class of 2022,
majoring in Chemistry; Adele Brochu, Class of 2023,
majoring in Environmental Engineering; Dev Gujarathi,
Class of 2024, majoring in Aerospace Engineering; Katie
Houskeeper, Class of 2023, majoring in Data Science;
Nichole Leveille, Class of 2022, majoring in Mechanical
Engineering; Callan Moriarty, Class of 2022, majoring in
Business; and Nathaniel Sadlier, Class of 2024, majoring
in Computer Science
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Spanish Immersion
Information Night

Valley Tech Superintendent’s
Scholars

Parents of students who will attend kindergarten during the 2021-22 school year
in the Mendon Upton Regional School District are invited to attend a virtual Spanish
Immersion Program Information night on Tuesday, March 2 at 7 p.m. Sign up by
visiting MURSD.org and click on events for the Zoom link. For more information
contact Olga Grau at ograu@mursd.org or Olivia Hendricks at ohendricks@
mursda.org. More information is also available by contacting the Elementary School
principals: Wendy Bell at Memorial School in Upton, wbell@mursd.org and Janice
Gallagher at Clough School in Mendon, jgallagher@mursd.org.

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE
INSURANCE NEIGHBOR

O

ur family-owned and operated independent agency offers
only competitively priced and time-tested insurance products
designed to fit your individual needs. Specializing in home, auto,
business, condo and renters insurance since our establishment in 1950,
our agency is deeply rooted in the communities we serve and committed
to providing the very best of value for your hard-earned dollars. Whether
new to the area or a lifelong resident you will benefit from the sound
advice provided by our professional service advisers.

Blackstone Valley Tech Superintendent-Director
Dr. Michael F. Fitzpatrick announced that Madison
Gannon and Casey Goyette of Uxbridge are BVT’s
recipients of the Massachusetts Association of
School Superintendents Award of Academic
Excellence. They are both in the Engineering
& Robotics program at BVT. The annual
commendation, also known as the Superintendent’s
Scholar Award, is presented to the two seniors who
exemplify the school’s commitment to cutting-edge
career technical training and rigorous academics.
Presently, Madison is the Class of 2021
Valedictorian and a member of the National Honor
Society and National Technical Honor Society. Her
dedication to her academic and vocational studies
Madison Gannon
was on display when she earned a bronze medal
in 2019 at the SkillsUSA District competition
in Robotics and Automation. Recognized as a
National Merit Scholarship Program Commended
Student, Gannon is a scholastically talented student
who, in addition to her academic success, also
excels as a student-athlete on the track and field.
She is the MVP and Captain of the Girl’s Cross
Country team for the last three years and is the
school’s record holder in the 800-meter race and
4x800 meter relay.
Gannon is interested in following a Biomedical
Engineering pathway pursuing a bachelor’s degree
before acceptance into medical school, ultimately
becoming a Pediatric Surgeon.
Casey is currently the Class of 2021 Salutatorian
and a National Honor Society and National
Casey Goyette
Technical Honor Society member. He has made
the Commendation List every term of his high
school career. His academic and vocational
studies dedication was on display when he earned a Gold medal in 2020 at the SkillsUSA
District competition in Urban Search & Rescue. In addition to being an Eagle Scout,
Goyette enjoys reading, drumming, hiking, camping, and traveling. He is also the Chief
Mechanical Officer of BVT’s Robotics Club and participates in Model UN and SkillsUSA.
Goyette wants to pursue a master’s degree in Computer Engineering with a minor in
Mechanical Engineering.

Graduate
Sophia Hegarty

Contact us today!

T

Sophia Hegarty of Upton was among the students who graduated from the University of
New Hampshire, Durham in December 2020.
She was awarded a BA in Psychology Summa
Cum Laude. Students awarded a degree
Summa Cum Laude had a GPA of 3.85 to 4.
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SPORTS FLASH
By Chris Villani

Mike Denise Back as BVT
Athletic Director

A lot has changed since the last time Mike
Denise was at the helm of the Blackstone Valley
Tech athletic department. The program has become a regional and, in some sports,
statewide powerhouse with participation soaring in most sports. Like all schools, it
has also had to deal with the ramifications of the COVID-19 pandemic.
All of this is on Denise’s plate as he begins his second stint as Director of Athletics
and Student Activities (AD) mid-year. Fortunately, he has a great resource to help
him hit the ground running: former BVT AD Michele Denise, his wife.
“When you look at how the program has grown, the number of teams, the
number of participants, the success in the program athletically that Michele and
the coaching staffs and the student athletes have garnered over the past 14 years, it’s
been exceptional,” Denise said.
Mike Denise started his career in sports with the Prince William Cannons, a
former minor league baseball team and affiliate for the Chicago White Sox and New
York Yankees. He then worked as a teacher and a coach at Braintree High School for
seven years before his first stint as BVT AD, which ran from 2003 through 2007.
In 2007, the job of AD at Braintree High became available and Denise has been
there for the past 14 years before returning to the Beavers this winter when Michele
moved into a different leadership role.
“I think I am settling in nicely,” Denise said. “Obviously, I have a major resource
at home and work with Michele, but also Jennette Finnell who took over some of
Michele’s responsibilities the past several months and has done a great job.”
Trainer Molly Awiszus has been another great resource for Denise as he again
takes the reins.
“When you come in in the middle of the year, your job is to watch, listen, and
learn and offer assistance in any way you can,” he said.
Denise has spent time over the past couple of weeks meeting with each of the
varsity head coaches over Zoom to learn more about their programs and what they
want or need to keep them running successfully. He is also working with the staff to
build on the pandemic playbook put in place by he and Michele when they planned
how to run sports safely at their respective schools last summer.
“I think you look at the protocols in place, you talk to the coaching staff, and
impress upon the student athletes just how important these protocols are,” Denise
said. “We will look at everything and just try to be as safe as possible.”

Nipmuc Hoops Battles
Bumpy Season
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Nipmuc boys’ basketball team wrapped up its 10 game schedule this week
following a season interrupted by both the pandemic and persistent snowy weather.
“It’s been such a weird season,” said head coach Paul King. “We have not been
able to find a groove. Every time we feel like we start to get it going there are no
weekend practices or it snows or a game gets canceled.”
The Warriors posted a 3-5 record through the first eight games of the year and
were slated to finish the season this week despite even more inclement weather in
the forecast. Despite all the challenges, King said his players have taken the year in
stride.
“They have been great, I have not heard the kids complain one time about the
masks or the rules,” he said. “They get frustrated with the lack of practice time or
when a game gets canceled, but they have handled it all well.”
After the season opener, King said it was clear to his team what they had to build
on. But then a spike in coronavirus cases in town resulted in the program being
shut down for more than a week.
“Since then it’s been tough to get into a groove,” the coach said. “That’s been their
only complaint.”
Part of the disappointment for the Warriors is the fact that they have seven
seniors on this year’s team and it’s a year they had earmarked for success until
COVID-19 threw an unplanned wrinkle into everything. Several players have still
had standout campaigns, including Chris Broe, the team’s 6-foot-6 center.
“He started off not scoring many points but he always plays defense and
rebounds,” King said. “Lately he has turned it on. He’s scared 18 points per game
over the last three.”
Fellow senior Michael Quinn has been the team’s top scorer at around 16 points
per game for the season.
“This season has been a little tough because we can’t practice all the time and we
can’t come together as a team during timeouts because of the precautions,” Quinn
said. “But throughout the summer I didn’t even think we would have a season, so
it’s been fun to have a chance to play.”
A challenge for the program looking ahead is the fact that the JV team similarly
had its season interrupted due to the weather or the virus. Still, King said he thinks
the program is moving in the right direction.
“We should be young and good next year,” he said.
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Massachusetts Breast Cancer
Coalition Bike-A-Thon

STATEWIDE-Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition (MBCC) is hosting its first annual Bike
for Prevention Bike-A-Thon virtually Monday, April 19 to Sunday, April 25. Participants can
ride one mile or more, either outdoors on their favorite route or indoors on a stationary bike.
For those interested who do not have a bike are invited to participate on foot and either walk
or run any distance of their choosing. All registered participants will receive a free t-shirt.
Registration for the virtual Bike-A-Thon is: $40 for Individuals, $150 for Families (up to five
members), and $25 for Students. All proceeds benefit breast cancer prevention. To register or
make a pledge visit MBCC.org/bike or call 1-800-649-MBCC (6222).

BVT Prepares for ‘Fall II’
Sports Season
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The first, and most hope last, “Fall II” season is about to begin across the state
and Blackstone Valley Tech is ready to deal with the challenges that stem from an
unprecedented season played during an unprecedented time.
Football, girls’ volleyball, and cheerleading will get the chance to compete during the
newly-created season, which runs from Monday February 22 until the middle of April. The
cheerleading teams will not take part in competitions, but instead will be a “sideline only”
squad during the modified season.
One of the biggest challenges in COVID-19 times, which call for small groups and
social distancing, is two of the sports launching this month have some of the strongest
participation of any sports at Valley Tech. The football team has large numbers and the
protocols for how many can practice together has been shifting as recently as last week.
BVT also has four volleyball teams. And Mother Nature has not been cooperative so far.
“With the amount of snow we have on the ground, indoor scheduling is going to be a
major challenge to make sure everybody gets their time for kids to prepare for the season,”
said Athletic Director Mike Denise.
“Flexibility is going to be something that we are going to have to have each and every
day,” Denise said.
Denise has been working with Jim Brochu, Valley Tech’s facilities director, to try to find
creative solutions for where athletes can practice and prepare for competition. The snow on
the ground makes it unlikely that BVT’s natural grass football field will be playable at the
start of the season and Denise said he is talking with other area ADs at schools with turf
fields to see whether the Beavers will be able to use those facilities.
Denise said he does not expect one of the challenges to be getting student athletes
and teams to comply with COVID-19 guidelines now that everyone is nearly a year into
the pandemic that has upended life around the world. Instead, he is looking at how the
program can navigate the challenging February weather while playing an outdoor sport.
“We are going to have to work together during this Fall II season,” Denise said. “We
know it’s going to be challenging, we have 20-plus inches of snow on the ground and we are
supposed to get more. We have to work together to make this work.”

BVT Girls Hoops Rolling
to Finish Season
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Blackstone Valley Tech girls’ basketball team entered the final week of the season
looking to cap off an impressive turnaround that has the team poised for a winning season
and the seniors set to leave the program on a high note.
First-year head coach Natalie Christiansen’s team won four in a row after losing four
straight games and came into the final contest of the year Wednesday with a chance to win
seven of the team’s 12 games in the shortened campaign.
She credited the seniors with sparking the turnaround.
“I think they realized this was their last couple of moments together as a team,”
Christiansen said. “They have been together for the past three years and to see it coming to
an end allowed them to tick it up a notch emotionally and mentally to get to a place where
they said ‘we are done losing, now we are going to start winning.’”
Senior captain Madison Magri dropped 19 points against Whitinsville Christian and has
become increasingly comfortable shooting the ball and taking over offensively, her coach
said.
Maria Trettel, another senior, came back after missing time with an injury to finish
strong with a double-double against Sutton on senior night. “She is taking charges, scoring,
rebounding, she is doing it all,” Christiansen said. “She has so much energy out there.”
Brianna Carroll is a player who has proven herself in clutch situations. “She will come in
and take a big three for us and we can trust her to take that last second shot,” Christiansen
said, adding that Carroll’s defense against some of the top players in the area has been
outstanding.
Christiansen praised her team for the grace with which they handled a challenging season.
With the opportunities for bonding during the day in school or at a pasta dinner the night
before a game limited, the Beavers have taken to leaving encouraging notes or sending
positive text messages to pump each other up.
“They have been incredible,” Christiansen said. “They are following all the guidelines and
doing what they need to do to make sure we were able to have a full season.”
Christiansen added that the seniors set a great example for the younger players and the
Valley Tech JV team was undefeated, setting the stage for a strong 2021-2022 season.
“I’m excited to see what the future of this program is going to be,” Christiansen said.
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Quinn Overcomes Recruiting
Challenges and Lands College
Commit

Sports

BVT’s Kinsella to Join
Assumption LAX Program

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Blackstone Valley Tech senior Jack Kinsella
was disappointed to miss out on his lacrosse
season last year due to the COVID-19
pandemic. But the Milford resident was
determined not to let the time go to waste.
“In all honesty, I feel like not having a season
helped me a little bit because throughout
the spring I was able to focus on lifting and
working out and I ran a lot and focused on
my diet,” Kinsella said.
He was able to put on 15 lbs. during the
hiatus. While that may sound like a common
tale during quarantine, his is the healthy
kind of weight gain and the kind that is going
Valley Tech senior Jack Kinsella,
to help him next year when he advances to
seated, will study and play lacrosse at
the collegiate lacrosse level at Assumption
Assumption College next year. He is
College. Kinsella said the school was on his
shown with his family, l-r, Paul, Michelle
mind even before the pandemic interrupted
and Ben. BVT photo
the recruiting process. “I just feel like I will fit
in there,” he said. “I went to the campus and
met the coach and he seems like a really good guy.”
The Greyhounds are also giving Kinsella the chance to compete for playing time right
away. “When I am there next spring the coach said I have the potential to make an early
impact, those were his exact words,” Kinsella said. “So hopefully I will see some minutes
on the field next year.” Kinsella expects to play defenseman, the same position he has
played with the Beavers, when he moves on to Assumption. But he said he is prepared to
do whatever he has to do to be successful. “I am a captain this year at BVT and I tell the
other players, ‘just because you think you’re a star offensive player doesn’t mean you don’t
have to run some middie shifts,” he said. “Maybe that’s what they will have me doing. I
need to see what my role is going to be, I just want to get there and I’m excited to see how
I can make the team better.” Kinsella still has his senior season to look forward to and he
is hoping that the campaign includes some sort of postseason so Valley Tech has a chance
to hang a banner in his final year. He is also looking to pack on some more muscle to be
ready to run with the stronger and faster players he is sure to encounter at the next level.
As Kinsella prepares to make the shift from high school to college, he said he is grateful
for the support of his parents, Michelle and Paul, and his little brother, Ben.
“They have all been great,” Kinsella said. “I am very thankful for them and we are all
excited to see what happens next.”

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
In a normal year, Nipmuc senior Michael Quinn
would have had coaches coming to Warriors’
basketball games in bunches to watch him play and
determine whether he might be a fit for their program.
But in COVID-19 times, getting a college coach
in the building with capacity restrictions in place
means obtaining special permission from the athletic
director and the coach having to navigate potential
travel restrictions and quarantine rules.
As a result, the recruiting season looked a lot
different this year and coaches had to rely on game
films instead of seeing recruits in person. But the
6-foot-4 swingman still landed an opportunity to play
at the next level, committing to the University of New
Nipmuc senior Michel Quinn will
England. “When I went to the campus I just fell in love
study and play basketball at the
with it right away,” Quinn said of the Biddeford, Maine
University of New England next fall.
school. “I liked the area and the coach is a really down
Contributed photo
to earth guy. And being on the water is a plus.”
Quinn will move on to the next level after an
abbreviated senior season in which Nipmuc played just half of the number of games it would
during a regular year. Quinn has been consistent with his production, scoring around 16
points per game. The scoring output is comparable to where he was last year, but this season
he has dealt with frequent double teams and drawing the opposing team’s top defender on
a nightly basis. “He is a lights out shooter,” said Nipmuc head coach Paul King. “If you leave
him open, he is going to hit it. Plus he has size and he can finish at the rim.”
Quinn scored 10 points in the first quarter of a game against Bethany Christian this year,
showing his prosperity for explosive offense. Unfortunately, he suffered a bad fall in the
second quarter and was unable to finish the game. “That was a game where I thought he was
going to score 30 points,” King said. Quinn said he wants to work on creating his own shot
more as he prepares for college basketball next year. He said he will be one of four incoming
freshmen in a strong class for the Nor’Easters. Quinn has been accepted to the business
school at UNE and sees that as a career path for him going forward. Quinn finished the 10game high school season this week. While his family has been unable to attend games in
person, they have gotten together for mini “watch parties” to catch the Nipmuc games on
local TV. “It’s been almost like they were there supporting me,” Quinn said.

IMPERIALCARS.com
MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9-9, FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 9-6, SUNDAY: 12-6 | 508-488-2382
MONTH LONG ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★

PRESIDENTS’ DAY
SALES EVENT
“Keep Those Presidents
In Your Wallet!”

2017 FORD

F-150 LARIAT
As low
as

$96/wk

2020 KIA

FORTE LXS

As low
as

$42/wk

WHY PAY THE DIFFERENCE

PURCHASE FROM YOUR HOME -

IF YOU CAN’T TELL

WE'LL BRING THE TEST DRIVE TO YOU!

THE DIFFERENCE?

OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENTS ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

Mike Penner
General Manager

2017 HONDA

2020 CADILLAC

2020 JEEP

CR-V TOURING CHEROKEE 4x4

XT5 LUXURY
As low
as

$134/wk

ALL VEHICLES
ARE IMPERIAL
CERTIFIED
FIVE DAY
VEHICLE
EXCHANGE
FREE CAR FAX
REPORT

As low
as

As low
as

$66/wk

$66/wk

2020 CHEVY

MALIBU LS

As low
as

$51/wk

2017 HYUNDAI

SANTA FE SUV
As low
as

$61/wk

#120-729A • LEATHER, 4X4, NAV

#H1819V • 16” ALLOYS, ONLY 1800 MILES

#41224L • NAV, SUNROOF, LEATHER

#41408A • ALLOYS, SUNROOF, NAV

#D11249R • LATITUDE TRIM, 7K MILES

#41708 • ALLOYS, APPLE CARPLAY

#H1837V • SE TRIM, ALLOYS, AWD

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2017 HYUNDAI

2016 JEEP

2013 FORD

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

2016 CHEVY

2017 CHEVY

2020 CHEVY

$44,945

$

29,977

TUCSON SE

As low
as

$45/wk

$20,390

$

14,977

$45,995

$

40,977

WRANGLER 4x4 FUSION SEDAN
As low
as

$79/wk

As low
as

#D10959B • JK UNLIMITED SPORT, V6

#120-332A • TURBO, SUNROOF

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 FORD

2019 TOYOTA

$

15,647

2020 BUICK

ENCORE SUV
As low
as

$48/wk

$441,070

$

25,347

$25,630

$

$69/wk

As low
as

$70/wk

21,647

OVER 590

$30,835

$

21,647

CAR FAX
ONE-OWNER
2015 HYUNDAI

SONATA SE

As low
as

$24,270

$

17,347

$34,305

$

20,347

SILVERADO 1500 CRUZE SEDAN EQUINOX SUV
As low
as

®

VEHICLES!!

9,977

ESCAPE AWD RAV4 AWD SUV
As low
as

$

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

$25/wk

#H1867V • BLUETOOTH, AWD, ALLOYS

$27,150

$33,650

$80/wk

As low
as

$33/wk

As low
as

$73/wk

#41973A • 4X4, ALLOYS, NAV, V8

#41421A • CPO, 16” ALLOYS, LT TRIM

#C41610R • AWD, ALLOYS, TURBO

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2018 DODGE

2017 TOYOTA

2020 JEEP

$44,750

$

25,647

$21,995

$

12,347

$34,085

$

23,477

CHARGER SXT COROLLA SE CHEROKEE 4x4
As low
as

$24/wk

$67/wk

As low
as

$34/wk

As low
as

$83/wk

#41451R • HEATED LEATHER, ALLOYS

#P12939R • ALLOYS, TURBO, SE TRIM

#TP0675 • 17” ALLOYS, SUNROOF

#H2307A • BLUETOOTH, ALLOYS

#SH2559A • V6, SUNROOF, ALLOYS

#TP0561 • GREAT ON GAS, SUNROOF

#CD11212 • ALLOYS, V6, TRAILHAWK

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$23,600

$

16,647

$29,850

$

22,347

$36,225

$

22,647

$24,215

$

7,977

$34,995

$

21,977

$22,400

$

12,647

$39,950

$

26,477

SHOP AND COMPARE OVER 2,500 VEHICLES - IN ONE LOCATION! STARTING AT ONLY $6,977 // WE SELL MORE, SO YOU SAVE MORE!!!
SALE ENDS 02/27/21. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2011 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.

8-18 UXBRIDGE RD. MENDON, MA 01756
154 EAST MAIN ST. MILFORD, MA 01757
300 FORTUNE BLVD. MILFORD, MA 01757

16

Upton/Mendon Town Crier
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