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Upton Citizen’s
Petition Requesting
Ramp for Knowlton
Risteen Building

Vaccination Site Opening in Uxbridge for Region
By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
During a bitterly cold
morning on March 15, a large
group of state legislators,
regional town officials, and
health and public safety
personnel gathered inside the
McCloskey Middle School
Gymnasium in Uxbridge to
tour the newest vaccine site
in Worcester County. While
typically the gymnasium
space sits empty due to the
school’s closing several years
ago, it will now be filled with
Vaccination stations at McCloskey School are ready and waiting for residents.
local residents receiving their
COVID-19 vaccinations and
effort among a number of communities but began when
receiving hope.
Uxbridge Public Health Director Erin Hightower started
According to the latest information, the Southern
receiving calls from residents, particularly seniors, stating
Worcester County vaccination site was approved by the
they had no way getting to vaccination sites such as Gillette
Baker-Polito administration on March 10 and is expected to
or Fenway Park.
open on March 22. Residents can sign up through the state’s
Hightower contacted State Rep. Mike Soter (R)
Web site at vaxfinder.mass.gov/locations/uxbridgeBellingham, as well as other Uxbridge town officials and its
mccloskey-middle-school. Appointments can be scheduled
Board of Health, who all began working on a plan to bring
as the become available.
a vaccination site to the McCloskey school. Those Uxbridge
In total, 19 stations will be set up throughout the school’s
officials then began reaching out to multiple communities
gymnasium. Residents from collaborating communities,
including Mendon, Upton Milford, Douglas, Grafton,
which includes Mendon, Upton, and Milford, are among
Hopedale, Millville, Northbridge, Oxford, and Sutton to
those who are encouraged to sign up.
help with the effort.
It is believed doses of the Pfizer vaccination will be
“We’re thrilled we were able to come together as a region
given. Appointments will be scheduled Monday through
and put forward a plan that will fulfill a need for those who
Thursday as long as vaccines are available. Uxbridge
determined the closest vaccination site is too far away,” said
Emergency Planning Specialist Shane Keville-Wagner
Upton’s Public Health Nurse Trish Parent.
said approximately 1,100 doses of the Pfizer vaccine are
In addition to Soter, other local legislators toured the
expected to be shipped to the Uxbridge location.
site including Sen. Ryan Fattman, R. Webster; Sen. Michael
Also, depending on vaccine availability, a satellite site
Moore, D. Millbury; State Rep. David Muradian, R Grafton;
could be set up in Upton at Nipmuc Regional High School
and State Rep. Brian Murray, D., Milford.
for Saturdays.
“You can feel hope,” said Muradian, touting the efforts of
The Uxbridge Police Department has a plan in place
everyone involved. “We’re a year out from this pandemic
to manage traffic flow but because the clinic is on an
and hope is something that’s going to continue driving us.”
appointment-only basis, the parking lot should be adequate
McCloskey Middle School is located at 62 Capron St.,
to fit all those with appointments.
Uxbridge.
Bringing the site to fruition was a huge collaborative

Override Discussion and Appointments at
Mendon Board Meeting
Possible Override for School Budget Increase of $890,000

By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
During a quick March 2 meeting, the Mendon Select
Board was provided a couple of quick updates from Town
Administrator Kim Newman regarding the impending
new fiscal year budget. The new budget will be voted on

during the May 8 Annual Town Meeting which will be held
outdoors at Miscoe Hill School beginning at 10 a.m. A rain
date is scheduled for May 15.
According to Newman, there were no additional changes
to the new budget for the Board to review at that point but
relayed some possible good
Mendon Override p 10

By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
During a March 2 meeting, resident Lyn Haggerty
discussed her citizen’s petition with the Board of
Selectmen which will be determined by voters during
the May 6 Annual Town Meeting.
Haggerty is seeking voter’s approval to construct
and install an accessible ramp for the Knowlton
Risteen Building totaling $45,000. Haggerty has been
an advocate for accessibility projects throughout the
community. The building, which currently houses
the Library, is a town owned public facility and by law
must be accessible. In June 2019, there was a push by
citizens for ramp accessibility for the building, however,
no action has been taken to date. As a result, Haggerty
is moving forward with the citizen’s petition. The
Knowlton Risteen building has a rear entrance/exit
connected to a set of five concrete stairs with railings
on each side. According to Haggerty’s presentation, the
stairs can be replaced with a ramp structure to provide
accessibility into the building. A new door would
need to be purchased and installed and the door area
widened. Currently, there’s an article on the Annual
Town Meeting warrant to construct a new Community
Center that will house the Library and the Council on
Aging and will be ADA compliant. Still, even if residents
approve the estimated $12 million price tag for the
Community Center, the new construction could take
up to 18 months to complete. There’s also a chance that
voters will defeat the measure, therefore the Library will
continue to be located in the Risteen Building without
proper accessibility. The Upton Historical Society and
cable access are also housed in the building. “Certainly,
we all support accessibility and making buildings
accessible throughout town. There’s no question about
that. It’s just a question of timing and prioritization,”
said Selectman Chair Brett Simas. In an interview after
the meeting, Haggerty said she’s been attending various
board and committee meetings, including the Library
Trustees, the Planning Board, and the Capital Budget
Committee, in the hopes of getting endorsements and
pertinent information for the project. Through those
meetings she learned the ramp does not need a site plan
for installation nor an Owner’s Project Manager.
At a March 8 meeting, the Library Trustees voted
unanimously to endorse the ramp. “It’s not just people
who are in wheelchairs that have been unable to access
this building,” said Library Trustee Michelle Antinarelli.
“It’s been people with canes, it’s been people on crutches.
We have deliveries going up and down stairs, carrying
boxes; we’re taking a risk with their safety.” She added
the ramp is essential for residents with young children
utilizing strollers as well.
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Massachusetts Legislature Extends Vote-By-Mail Through June
The Massachusetts House of Representatives and state
Senate on Thursday March 11, passed legislation to extend
mail-in voting and early voting options for elections held
through the end of June 2021. The vote-by-mail provision
was previously set to expire at the end of March 2021.
“Protecting and expanding access to the polls is a vital
component of our democracy, and this legislation provides
that for the residents of the Commonwealth,” said Sen.

Michael Moore (D-Millbury). “Our vote-by-mail system
proved to be a useful and secure tool earlier on the in
the pandemic, and so it was vital that we build upon
it so upcoming local elections can proceed safetly and
smoothly.”
The bill also allows municipalities to provide residents
with the option to vote early in-person in these elections.
Additionally, the legislation requires local election officials

to make reasonable efforts to grant accommodations for
voters with disabilities who might have difficulty accessing
a paper mail-in ballot and request an accommodation.
Furthermore, cities and towns can postpone municipal
elections and caucuses scheduled before June 30, 2021 until
August 1, 2021.
The bill now advances to the Governor for consideration.

Calendar
The Call of Kilimanjaro by Jeff Belanger

Cristina Morrissiey

Area Branch Manager
Home Equity Consultant
Cristina.Morrissiey@unibank.com
508.529.3297 • NMLS# 583181

MENDON-The Taft Public Library in Mendon will welcome back author Jeff Belanger for a virtual event on Thursday, March 25 at 7 p.m.
Get ready to climb 19,341 feet to the summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro – one of the famed Seven
Summits. Based on his memoir, The Call of Kilimanjaro, author, adventurer, and TV host Belanger offers a breathtaking multimedia journey of Tanzania that is spiritual, motivational, and
uplifting.
After his brother-in-law Chris passed away, Belanger made the decision to take the trip of a
lifetime, both in honor of Chris and in pursuit of clarity about his own life and goals. The Call of
Kilimanjaro is a day-by-day record of Belanger’s ascent to the peak of Africa’s highest mountain.
What he learned along the way transformed his life.
To register, visit TaftPublicLibrary.org, click the event registration tab and scroll down to register for the event.

Dave Sampson
Mortgage Consultant
David.Sampson@unibank.com
508.849.4323 • NMLS# 688948

Whether you’re building or buying a new
home, want to make improvements to your
current home or looking to refinance, we have

the loan you need.
Our experts have been serving
the financial needs of the community
for over 150 years!

Friends of Milford Town Library Book Sale

MILFORD-The Friends of the Milford Town Library ongoing book sale will be Saturday, March
20 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The sale will be in the Program Room at the Milford Town Library.
New materials will be added after each sale. Special sale prices will be available on March 20.
Due to the need for social distancing, the number of shoppers allowed in the room will be
limited and masks must be worn at all times.
Books, audio books, CDs, DVDs, and puzzles are available. Adult book prices are 50¢ for
mass-market (small pocket-size) paperbacks and $1 for hardcovers and trade (large-size)
paperbacks. All children’s books are 25¢. Proceeds from the sale allow the Friends to fund
programs, museum passes and materials for the Library.
Donations of materials for the sale are only being accepted on Fridays and Saturdays, and
must be placed on the cart near the elevator.

Hopedale Day in the Park

HOPEDALE-The Hopedale Cultural Council is asking all to Save the Date, Saturday, September
18, for the Hopedale Day in the Park.

Apply online today at www.unibank.com

BSTRA Decade of Dollars Scratch Tickets

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270 • www.unibank.com
UniBank NMLS #583135 • Member FDIC/Member DIF

STAY HOME, STAY SAFE.

AREA-Bay State Trail Riders Association, Inc. (BSTRA) newest raffle offers a book of 300
Decade of Dollars Scratch Tickets as the prize. The top prize in the game is a payout of $500 for
10 years.
Tickets can be purchased online or through the mail, by going to BSTRA.org/support/raffle
prior to the Friday, April 23 deadline. The drawing will take place on Saturday, April 24 at
BSTRA’s Nancy Maenzo Memorial Benefit Ride being held out of Wallum Lake, Douglas, and
the lucky winner will be notified if not present at the drawing. Prices are five tickets for $10, 15
for $20, 35 for $40, 55 for $60, 75 for $80 or 100 for $100.
David Maenzo of Douglas, donated the book of 300 Decade of Dollars Scratch Tickets to
BSTRA in memory of his late wife, Nancy, with the stipulation that the raffle drawing take place
at the BSTRA ride held in her memory
Nancy was an active BSTRA member for years, and she always supported the organization’s
annual projects to improve community trails.
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AREA-The Blackstone Valley Chamber of
Commerce will be holding the following
events. For more information or to register visit
BlackstoneValley.org, email administrator@
blackstonevalley.org, call 508-234-9090 or stop by
the chamber offices, 670 Linwood Ave. Bldg A, Suite
5, Whitinsville. Visit the chamber website for links
to all Webinars.
New Member Onboarding Session, Tuesday,
March 30 and April 20 at 9:30 a.m.
BVCC Forum Series: Manufacturing-Managing a
Supply Chain, Wednesday, March 31, 9 a.m.
BVCC Food, Beverage & Hospitality
Collaborative Meeting, Thursday, April 1 at 8:30
a.m.
Refresh Sesh, a review of BVCC benefits,
Wednesday, April 7 at 12 noon.

Milford Area Chamber of Commerce
Events

AREA-The Milford Area Chamber of Commerce
(MACC) will be holding the following events. To
register visit MilfordChamber.org, email shannon@
milfordchamber.org, call 508-478-6700 or stop by the
offices, 258 Main Street, Suite 306, Milford.
MACCXIMUM Impact Networking, Tuesday,
March 30 and April 13 and 27 at 7:30 a.m. Contact
Jeff Katz, jeff@katzsf.com.
Why Do Computers Slow Down Over Time,
Tuesday, April 6 at 12 noon.
Four Chamber Networking Event, Thursday, April
29 at 8 a.m.
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Town Crier Snowman Contest
With about 60 inches of snow falling during the winter of 2020-2021, local residents
had plenty of chances to enjoy cold-weather activities including building snowmen or
snowwomen. A number of Upton residents snapped photos of their creations and entered
the Town Crier Snowman Contest. Since all of the snow people were so unique, each one
was awarded a prize!

Anastasia Amburtseva, who specializes in snowwomen, submitted two creations. The first is
beachy snowwoman who is about 5 feet long, who received the Best Season Spanning award.
The second is a snowwoman from the 18th Century which is about 5 feet 2 inches tall, which
took the Most Historic award. Anastasia and her snowwomen are from Upton.
This Olaf looka-like snowman,
created by Jean
Hale of Upton,
measures 10
feet tall, 22 feet
around. And
while this is
also a very large
snowman, this
creation took the
Most Fun award.

STAY POSITIVE.
The Flynn Family of Upton built this huge snowman. It
is 10 feet tall and 15 feet in diameter. Shown in the photo
are Katrina Flynn, left and Cecilia Flynn. This very large
creation took the Biggest award.

William and Charlotte Bowe of Upton created this all
natural snowman, which is 55 inches tall and 68 inches
around. This eco-friendly creation took the Best New
England Country Style award

Brand Spankin’ New
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2021 HYUNDAI

$

SONATA
42 Sonatas in stock!

Back-Up Camera • 8” LCD
• SE Trim • 16” Alloy Wheels
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$

$
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2020 HYUNDAI PALISADE NEW Retail Price:$49,265
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AWD, LEATHER, NAV, SUNROOF

Cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. Prices not valid with prior sales. Prices listed include all applicable manufacturer incentives (not everyone
will qualify) and Imperial discounts including a $1,000 Imperial Trade Assistance Bonus for a qualifying 2011 or newer trade. See us for details. Advertised price does
not include tax, title, registration, documentation, or our acquisition fees. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details. Not combinable with any other discounts or promotions. May require dealership source financing. Weekly payments calculated using an estimated down payment of $2,999 cash or trade. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Call our internet team at 508-488-2382 to see which incentives you qualify for. SALE ENDS 03/27/21.
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2018 HYUNDAI KONA

NEW Retail Price:$29,025
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20,347

2018 HYUNDAI ELANTRA NEW Retail Price:$24,010
#H1982V • SE, GREAT ON GAS, WHOLESALE $

2020 GRAND CHEROKEE NEW Retail Price:$39,185
#C0547V • ALLOYS, BACK-UP WHOLESALE $
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BACK-UP CAM, BLUETOOTH

IMPERIAL HYUNDAI

PRICE:

2,500 VEHICLES

IN ONE LOCATION

PRICE:

11,977

CAM, BLUETOOTH, 4X4, NAV

PRICE:

26,647

MON-THUR 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUNDAY 12-6

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALHYUNDAI.COM
154 EAST MAIN STREET | ROUTE 16 | MILFORD, MA
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Opinion

Kindness Can Change the World

NOTES & NOTATIONS
By Jane Bigda

A Year of COVID-19
As we mark the one-year anniversary of COVID-19 pandemic, this is a
column I never thought I would write. When this all began for us in the
United States in the early days of last year, I and most Americans never
thought it would last this long and be this terrible.
As a newspaper we have written dozens and dozens of articles about
the novel coronavirus trying to keep our readers informed about the
progress of the disease locally, what our towns and officials were doing
to help keep everyone safe and, now in 2021, about the ways to get the
vaccine. We have also written numerous columns urging people to wear
face masks, praising those who rose to fight the disease and criticizing
officials for not providing easy and equitable ways to test for the virus and
obtain vaccinations. And sadly we have watched as local businesses were
devastated by the economic chaos, reported difficulties school districts
experienced as they responded to prevent widespread outbreaks and
printed the many obituaries of those lost to the pandemic.
Last May, I wrote a column about the Spring of 2020, the Good and the
Bad, looking at my own coronavirus reality. I thought I’d do the same for
the one-year anniversary of the pandemic.
The Bad
• Having members of my extended family infected with the novel
coronavirus.
• Offering condolences to friends who lost relatives to the disease.
• Not seeing relatives and friends for over a year. It has been especially
hard not seeing my mom, who is 92-years-old and lives in Illinois, and a
sister-in-law who underwent cancer treatment.
• Watching the federal government completely botch handling of the
disease for almost one year and politicizing acts such as masking that
help stop transmission.
• Experiencing the frustration of living in a COVID-19 desert earlier this
year, a desert not from the disease but for free testing and local access to
vaccines.
• Witnessing Massachusetts’ complete and disgraceful ineptitude in
setting up websites for unemployment and vaccination appointments.
• Putting off celebrations and trips, we had planned,
• Being bored from staying home so much.
• Worrying about the possibility of catching the disease or having a loved
one catch it.
The Good
• Having more time on my hands, time to do and experience new things;
to move slowly through a task; and to reflect and consider ideas,
suggestions and thoughts.
• Making a point of staying in touch with friends and family more
consistently.
• Applauding local individuals like the Mendon Board of Health and
Administrator Missy Kakela-Boisvert and Upton Town Nurse Trish
Parent, who excelled at their jobs and helped citizens deal with the
pandemic.
• Relishing the few trips we took; realizing each journey could be the only
one if we got sick or lockdowns worsened.
• Attending programs and performances available online that I might not
have attended pre-COVID.
• Expanding the time spent outdoors, exploring local sites and trails and
finding Central Massachusetts offers much more than I realized.
• Getting a vaccine and having family members become vaccinated.
• Recognizing the strides state and local officials have made to get people
vaccinated.
• Learning to appreciate what is really important—the people I care about
and projects I enjoy.
As Spring begins and vaccinations increase, I hope we have turned a
corner and COVID will recede from our lives. And while we acknowledge
all the pain of this pandemic, I hope we won’t forget the good it has
brought and the lessons it has taught.
Read the Town Crier Online

To read the March 19, 2021 Upton Mendon Town Crier online visit, TownCrier.us.
Click Online Newspapers in the left-hand column; scroll down to Mendon/Upton
Town Crier PDF Archive; and click on UTC 21.03.19.pdf.

,TOWN CRIER PUBLICATIONS
Publishers of
Upton-Mendon Town Crier

Published the 1st & 3rd Friday and mailed
free to all 5,800 addresses in Upton and
Mendon, MA.

Obituaries

warm myself. I kept watching the rear view mirror.
After a little while, I saw headlights in the mirror
that meant another car was approaching. I stepped
out into the cold winds, and waved furiously as the
car approached and then sped by.
Discouraged, I climbed back into the minivan.
I waited, but the few cars on that remote highway
kept right on going by.
Another car’s headlights finally appeared. I
climbed out yet again. This time, the car slowed to a
stop behind me. A man got out and asked what was
wrong. I pointed to my tire. He asked me about my
spare, and then told me with a friendly smile to get
back in the car. He said he’d take care of it.
In a little while, the spare tire was on. The man
refused to take any money as we parted ways. We
could once again sing, “The Wheels on the Van Go
Round and Round.” Our world is in great need of
kindness. The more we choose to be kind to each
other, ourselves, and our world, the more we will all
benefit. We don’t know how far-reaching the ripples
might go. Kindness really can change the world!
View the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Service on YouTube
via a link on UCMU.org

Richene McNamara
MILFORD- Richene E. “Richie” McNamara, 71,
of Milford and formerly of Upton, passed away
suddenly on Sunday, February 28, 2021 at her
home. She was the cherished partner of 20 years to
the late Michael Corrinet.
Born in Worcester, she was a daughter of the late
Richard and Mary (Mullen) Andrews. She was
raised and educated in the Worcester area.
Prior to retirement, Mrs. McNamara was
employed as a front-end teller for Shaw’s and the
former Iandoli Grocery Stores for 30 years. She also
worked part time for several years at Macs Package
Store. Early in her career, she worked as a Bartender
at several local establishments including Pine Ridge
Country Club in Upton, the Tradesman in Milford
and the Red Barn in Westboro.
Mrs. McNamara enjoyed reading Stephen King
novels, spending time with her family and friends
and was a devoted Nana to her grandchildren
whom she loved with all her heart. As a young
girl she spent many winters skiing Mt. Snow with
her parents, brothers and sister. She would always
say she was the best! Later in life summer weather
was her love and she enjoyed spending time at the
beach, soaking up the sun. You would always see
Richie wearing her flip flops right through the fall!

Old Silver Beach in Falmouth was her favorite and
she enjoyed many great times with her love Michael
Corrinet there, then later with her grandchildren.
She was a hard worker, honest and dependable. It
seemed like most of the area knew her as she spoke
to so many people while working at Shaws. She
enjoyed talking to all her friends and customers.
She is survived by her son, James McNamara and
his wife Lisa, of Upton; her grandchildren, Justin
and Jessica McNamara of Upton; her brother, James
Andrews of Maine; her aunt, Marguerite White
of Marlborough; and her nieces and nephews,
Jackie Mathieu, Joei Andrews Roache, and Maralee
Modesta Clarke.
She is predeceased by her siblings, Robin
Andrews and Richard “Dickie” Andrews.
Calling hours were held in the Pickering & Son
Upton Funeral Home, Inc.
Her funeral service was held privately with her
family. Burial will take place privately at a later
date.
In lieu of flowers, donations in her memory may
be sent to the Upton Bloomer Girls, P.O. Box 121,
Upton, MA 01568.
For online condolences, please visit
UptonFunerals.com

Richard Tight
UPTON-Richard (Ricky) S. Tight 59 of Boston,
formerly of Worcester and Upton, died January
26, 2021 at Genesis Health Care in Milford due
to liver cancer. He leaves a brother David Tight
of N.C., Gary Tight of Medway; his beloved
sister Brandy Capistran and her husband Joe of
Upton; his son Aaron Tight of N.C., his daughter
Jessica Tight of Worcester; his dear friend Tony
of Worcester; five grandchildren; and cousins, and
nieces and a nephew.
Preceding his death was his wife Susan, his father
Richard Tight, his grandfather Harold Tight, and
his mother Elaine Tight who died in 2018.
Ricky loved NASCAR, The Price is Right, the

ocean, horror movies, Bob Dylan, and a cold beer.
Ricky lived his life his way. He was loved by
everyone who he came across. Whether it was
giving a homeless person his jacket, a couple
of cigarettes, or just sitting and talking to them.
Because he was one of them. He understood that
everybody needs somebody to talk to.
His sister wants to thank The Pine Street Inn
Boston. for helping Ricky and watching over him
through the years and his doctors and the nurses
at Boston Medical Center who cared of him over
time.
There are no services at this time, at his
request. His final resting place will be in the
ocean together with his mother, at her request.
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Submitted by Rev. Patricia Hatch
Minister, Unitarian Congregation
of Mendon & Uxbridge
Some years ago, I was driving a minivan with
my children on a remote highway in northern
Wisconsin. It was a bitterly cold winter day. And I
didn’t have a cell phone. We were traveling along
when I head a strange noise and the car started
driving erratically. I pulled over to the side of the
highway and got out in the frigid air and looked.
My tire had blown. It wasn’t just a little flat; it was
rubber that was never going to hit the road again.
And I didn’t know how to change a tire.
I climbed back in the car and decided to do the
only thing that made sense...to try and flag down
another driver who could help me. There weren’t a
lot of cars on the road that day. But as I sought to
reassure my children, I kept an alert eye on my rear
view mirror for headlights that would show a car
coming up the highway behind me.
After a little while, I saw headlights. I jumped
out into the bitter cold, into a blast of cold air, and
waved my arms to try and flag the driver down. The
driver went right on by. With a sigh, I climbed back
in the car and crouched near the heater to try and
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COVID-19

Nearly 1 Million Mass Residents
Vaccinated for COVID-19
By Chris Villani
Staff Reporter/Columnist
Nearly 1 million Massachusetts residents had been fully vaccinated against COVID-19 as
of Sunday, according to data from the state’s department of public health (DPH).
According to DPH data, a total of 2.52 million doses of vaccine had been administered to
people in the Bay State, representing about 89 percent of the total received from the federal
government. There are three vaccines being used under emergency authorization of the
Food and Drug Administration, made by Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson.
State data shows 848,237 people have received both doses of the two-shot Pfizer and
Moderna vaccines, and another 60,316 people have received the single-shot J&J vaccine.
As a result, 908,553 of the 4.1 million adults in Massachusetts are considered to be fully
vaccinated. Children under the age of 16 are not currently eligible to be vaccinated.
The state has opened up vaccination to a number of demographics during the rollout,
which now ranks among the best in the nation after a rocky start. Residents aged 65 and
older, those living or working in senior housing, first responders, people with two or more
of certain medical conditions, health care workers and those working in long term care or
congregate care settings are all eligible to receive the vaccine.
The list of conditions that makes a person under 65 eligible for a dose include cancer,
chronic kidney disease, COPD, down syndrome, heart conditions, a weakened immune
system, obesity, pregnancy, sickle cell disease, smoking, type two diabetes mellitus and
asthma. In addition, about 400,000 Massachusetts teachers, school staff, and child care
workers recently became eligible for the vaccine as the state sought to get in line with
federal guidance handed down by the Biden Administration. People who fall into those
categories can be vaccinated at any of the 170 public vaccine sites around the state, but Gov.
Charlie Baker’s administration has also set aside four days for educators only to receive a
first dose of the vaccine at one of the state’s seven mass vaccination sites.
On Saturday, March 27, Saturday, April 3, Saturday, April 10 and Sunday, April 11,
teachers and others in that demographic can receive the vaccine at Gillette Stadium, Fenway
Park, the Reggie Lewis Center in Boston, the DoubleTree in Danvers, the Eastfield Mall in
Springfield, the Natick Mall, and the former Circuit City in Dartmouth.
The Fenway site is being transitioned to the Hynes Convention at the end of the month
with the baseball season set to begin.

Local COVID-19 Case Numbers
Tick Up Slightly
By Chris Villani
Staff Reporter/Columnist
The metrics used to measure the severity of the COVID-19 outbreak in Mendon, Upton,
and Milford rose slightly in the March 11 weekly report released by the Massachusetts
Department of Public Health, but were still significantly lower than the peaks shown during
the second surge of the virus in January.
Upton added 10 new COVID-19 cases in the two-week snapshot reported Thursday,
March 11 and its average daily incidence rate of 7.8 cases per 100,000 residents was higher
than the week before. Also higher was the 1.3 percent of COVID-19 tests for Upton
residents that came back positive. The town is still in the lowest risk category for virus
spread, according to the metrics used by the state.
Mendon remained a “low risk” town, the next category up from Upton. Mendon reported
13 new COVID-19 cases, a daily incidence rate that increased to 16.1 cases per 100,000
people and a positive test rate that rose to 2.68 percent.
Milford was once again the yellow, or “moderate risk” group for municipalities. The
town saw 121 new COVID-19 cases, bringing its cumulative total to 2,588. The town’s daily
incidence rate was 29.5 per 100,000 people and the rate of positive tests for Milfordians over
the two-week period was 4.75 percent. Both were increases compared to the prior week.
Even with the slightly higher numbers, the overall metrics paint a picture of a waning
second surge of infection around the state, with the hope of the scourge being further
blunted by vaccines and the onset of warmer weather and more outdoor gathering.
Statewide, the number of patients hospitalized with COVID-19 had dropped to 636 as of
Sunday and the seven-day average of people hospitalized was nearly one fourth of what it
was in early January. The seven-day average of daily new cases of the virus, which was more
than 6,200 just after the new year, had dropped precipitously to 1,136 in Sunday’s report.
The average positive test rate was 1.67 percent; a number Massachusetts had not seen since
October. The seven-day average of deaths attributed to COVID-19 had dropped to 28, well
below the average of 77 reported in early January and the peak of 174 recorded in April
during the first surge in the pandemic.
At the start of the week, a total of 568,616 confirmed COVID-19 cases had been recorded
in Massachusetts and the number of deaths for those with confirmed cases was 16,311.

Helping Arrange Vaccination
Appointments

RMV Reminds Customers
to Renew Expired Inspection Stickers
The Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV) is ramping up customer
communication efforts to encourage anyone driving one of over 584,000 registered
vehicles with an expired Massachusetts’ inspection sticker on their vehicle’s front
windshield to make a plan to get their annual inspection and update their sticker as
soon as possible. All vehicles registered in Massachusetts must pass a yearly vehicle
emissions and safety inspection, also known as the Massachusetts Vehicle Check
Program, which is essential to the safety of the Commonwealth’s environment and
roadways. At the outset of the COVID-19 pandemic, some extensions were granted
to annual inspection stickers expiring between March and May of 2020, however
those extensions have since expired and no further extensions are planned. There
are 1,800 local inspection stations, many of whom are small businesses, across
Massachusetts that are open for business and conducting inspections in accordance
with state public health guidelines and safety protocols. Customers are encouraged
to visit the Inspection Station Locator to find a location near them and plan
their trip to update their sticker. The RMV is teaming up with the Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), Massachusetts State Police
(MSP), local law enforcement, and other business partners to remind customers of
this time-sensitive requirement. While driving any motor vehicle without a valid
inspection sticker is a traffic violation that may result in a fine and impact individual
insurance rates, the RMV is asking law enforcement to use their discretion at this
time and help remind and not cite those with expired stickers it’s time to renew.
An email reminder will be sent to the 437,000 individuals with an address on
file. Other communication efforts will include social media outreach, reminders
to RMV business partners and law enforcement, and buck-slip reminders will be
included in
registration
mailings to
encourage
customers
to “Check
Darlene MacKenzie
Ya Stickah”
and take
appropriate
steps as
needed.

MacKenzie Tax & Financial
Tax, Accounting &
Financial Services

62 Grove Street
Upton, MA 01568
Email: Darlmack@aol.com

Behind every
local business
is a neighbor
you know.

These are our neighbors.
Business owners with the ideas, motivation and commitment to
serve their customers, employees and community.
At Charles River Bank, we are proud to provide the powerful
solutions and personal connections these business owners and
entrepreneurs can count on in good – and uncertain – times.
Visit CharlesRiverBank.com
to learn more about these local businesses, and discover how
Charles River Bank can help you.

Individuals 65 and older in Massachusetts can now make appointments for the COVID-19
vaccine. The vaccine is safe, effective, and free. Because vaccine supplies are limited, it
may take several weeks to schedule an appointment. Go to VaxFinder.Mass.gov, to search
for appointments at pharmacies, health care providers and other community locations.
Preregister at VaccineSignUp.mass.gov to be notified when an appointment can be scheduled
at one of the state’s seven mass vaccination sites. The closest are at the Natick Mall and
Gillette Stadium. Individuals without access to the internet or who are unable to schedule
their appointment online can call the Massachusetts 211 hotline at 877-211-6277. Mendon
residents may also contact Outreach Worker Janet Hubener at 508-478-6175 at the Senior
Center for assistance while Upton residents may call the Upton Center, 508-529-4558.
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508-653-4542
508-529-4900
FAX: 508-529-4910

Upton/Mendon Town Crier

70 Main Street • Medway • 508.533.8661
2 South Maple Street • Bellingham • 508.966.2857
1 Hastings Street • Mendon • 508.422.9792
Each depositor is insured by the FDIC to at least $250,000.
All deposits above the FDIC insurance amount are insured
by the Depositors Insurance Fund. Member FDIC

Equal Housing Lender
NMLS# 743045
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Upton News

Upton Selectmen Debate Several Articles
on Draft Warrant
By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
The Upton Board of Selectmen continue to fine-tune the
warrant for the May 6 Annual Town Meeting. During a
March 2 meeting, the Board reviewed the draft document,
which contains 27 articles.
Residents will determine a number of standard articles
which are voted on each year such as revolving fund limits,

Chapter 90 funding, and transferring funding into the
Community Preservation Act accounts.
Another annual action, Article 7, is requesting voters
approve the transfer of $436, 497 into Upton’s Stabilization
Fund. Selectman Stephen Matellian disagreed with having
the article on the warrant. “This is an article I don’t like.
Given the current financial crisis that the state is in, I don’t
think the timing is wise. I would be a no on this article,”
Matellian said.
Town Manager Derek Brindisi explained part of the
$436,497 is to make up for the approximate $250,000
that was transferred out of stabilization to fund the
school’s budget last year. The remaining monies are to
help the town reach the goal of having 10 percent of
the overall budget in stabilization, which helps with the
Upton’s bond rating.
Having a favorable bond rating will be beneficial
when the town borrows funding for the new
community center, should that project be approved by
voters. “We want to be in the best position in order to
seek that AAA bond rating,” explained Brindisi.
In a related matter, Article 11A is seeking $12 million
for the new Community Center structure. Voters will
likely be asked to approved a debt exclusion to fund a
portion of the multi-million-dollar project with offsets
from other sources to help alleviate costs to taxpayers.
Building Committee Chair Jim Brochu was in
attendance at the Selectmen’s meeting and explained
to the Selectmen he’d received the document breaking
down the costs of project just that day.
“The Committee and the architect haven’t really
had a chance to digest the 37 pages of estimates. We’re
talking this week, so everybody can really look at it,
digest it. We want to come before you with the correct
information and correct number,” said Brochu,
Matellian noted some residents are concerned
with the price tag of the project. “I’m hearing out on
the street and from residents in town, this is a pretty
significant dollar value; significantly higher than what
we get proposed back a year and a half ago,” he said.
Brochu added he was
planning to attend the
Selectmen’s next meeting
to review costs and was
developing a Q & A on the
project to be made available
prior to the town meeting.
Matellian also questioned
the timing of Article 12D to
transfer $266,478 from CPA
funding to pay for the ninthyear payment of debt service
for the Town Hall renovation
project. The annual article is
typically voted on during the
fall town meeting.
“I’m kind of a creature of
habit, I really like this article
in November,” said Matellian,
feeling there’s already plenty
going on at Annual Town
Meeting.
Brindisi explained he and
Finance Director Kenny Costa
felt it was beneficial to move
all CPA articles to the Annual
Meeting to assist with future
planning purposes. Selectman
Maureen Dwinnell agreed the
View account balances, transfer funds and pay bills with
CPA article should be voted on
online banking at MilfordFederal.com.
in May.
The Thursday, May 6,
Deposit checks, transfer funds, receive banking alerts
Annual Town Meeting will
and more using our Milford Federal Bank mobile app.
begin at 7 p.m. at Nipmuc
Mobile wallet - pay with just a tap - no need to swipe Regional High School.

Milford Federal Bank

Online and Mobile Banking offers a
convenient, secure way to bank...
Anywhere, Any time!

or insert your card.
Sign up for e-statements through online banking.

Visit MilfordFederal.com or download the app
today to get started!
508.234.8256

Upton Community
Garden Plots
Plots are available for the 2021 growing season in
the Upton Community Garden for residents who
want to raise their own food but don’t have a space
for a garden.
Most plots are 4’ by 16’ raised beds for growing
organic vegetables, flowers and herbs. Elevated beds
may be available for gardeners who have difficulty
accessing the standard height beds.
There is a small participation fee to help defray
costs for the plots which can be used by Upton
residents and Upton-based community groups.
To sign up for the 2021 season send a note to:
CommunityGarden@uptonma.gov by April 1.
Please indicate if the applicant is disabled, a senior
citizen or a community group. Available plots will be
assigned by lottery.

Planning Board
Associate
Member Position
The Upton Planning Board is seeking applicants
for the Associate Member position. An Associate
Member, who serves for a two-year term, acts on
special permit applications in case of absence,
inability to act or conflict of interest of a regular
member, or in the event of a vacancy on the Board.
The Associate Member must be a registered voter
in the Town of Upton and shall be appointed by
majority vote of the Board of Selectman and the
Planning Board. All interested individuals should
submit a letter of interest by Tuesday, April 20 to
the Town Clerk Kelly McElreath at: 1 Main St Suite 11, Upton MA 01568 or email kmcelreath@
uptonma.gov. Please note the incumbent is seeking
reappointment. For further information, contact the
Planning Board, 508-529-1008.

The Upton Center
The Upton Center continues to be closed to the public.
However, certain services are still available and staff
may be reached by phone during operating hours.
Please call the Upton Center at 508-529-4558 for more
information or questions.
Tuesday, March 23
Webinar, Better Sleep, 10 a.m. Register at
bcbsma.info/March23
Fridays:
Facebook Fridays, 1:30 p.m. Google The Upton Center
Facebook page and watch us live.
Grab & Go Events for March:
Spring Has Sprung Celebration Kits to Go, RSVP by
March 20 & Call to pick-up after March 29
Shopping Trips for March:
Time spent in the stores is typically 60 to 90 minutes.
Please register at least two days ahead and choose
one store for drop off/pick up. Destinations/times may
change.
Tuesday, March 23
Market Basket, Hudson, 9:15 a.m.
Thursday, March 25
Price Chopper, Hopkinton, 9:15 a.m.
Monday, March 29
Shaw’s. Job Lots, Walmart, Loop, Northbridge,
9:15 a.m.

Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket
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Upton News

Public Comment Period Open for Proposed
Community Center
Public input can be provided to
the Community Center Building
Committee (CCBC) via email at
comment@uptonma.gov. Please
submit feedback as an attached Word
document or as text within the body
of an email, with UCC in the subject
line. All submissions must include the
sender’s full name and address. Parties
who are unable to submit electronic
feedback should mail submissions to:
Office of the Town Manager, 1 Main
St., Upton, MA, 01568. All feedback
must be submitted by 12 p.m. on Friday,
An architect’s rendition of the proposed Upton Community Center.
March 26.
More detailed information, including
By Michelle Sanford
the
Community
Center’s
current design plans, can be
Staff Reporter
found
online
by
viewing
the
Proposed Community
The Community Center Building Committee
Center
Public
Comments
link
located on the town’s
(CCBC) is seeking input from residents regarding a
home
page
at
UptonMA.gov.
Other
information,
proposed new Community Center to be located on the
including
a
copy
of
the
Notice
of
Public
Comment
town-owned parking lot on Milford St., adjacent to the
Period,
can
also
be
obtained
on
the
Town’s
Web site or
VFW and Veteran’s Memorial Playground.
by
calling
the
Town
Clerk’s
office
at
508-529-3566.
According to CCBC Chair Jim Brochu, hearing from
The proposed Community Center will house the
residents is a vital part of the project before the $12.4
Library
and the Council on Aging and be ADA
million project is voted on during the May 6 Annual
compliant.
The latest designs show a single-story, linear
Town Meeting.
building
with
a main entrance but also a separate
“Public comments are always crucial to a project,”
entrance
for
the
Council on Aging. A second story
said Brochu. “Although we have put together a
space
is
part
of
the
latest designs but will likely be used
qualified team to prepare and propose a great project
for
mechanical
equipment
and storage overflow. The
for the town of Upton, comments from our investors
designs
also
show
a
new
playground
adjacent to the
for the project and potential users of the proposed
building,
which
could
be
funded
through
Community
services are always important.”
Preservation
Act
funding.
According to Brochu, once all comments are
Funding for the Community Center is still being
collected and reviewed by the CCBC, they may be
determined.
However, it’s likely residents will be asked
utilized within the project. Furthermore, the CCBC
to
approve
a
debt exclusion with offsets from other
“will make every effort to include them in a question
sources
of
funding
that will help mitigate costs to the
and answer page that we will be creating,” he stated.
taxpayers.
The public comment period opened on March 10
and will be open to residents until March 26.

Antinarelli Pulls Nomination
Papers for Five Offices
By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
Time is running out for Upton candidates to obtain and return their completed
nomination papers to run for local office. Upton’s Annual Town Election is scheduled for
Tuesday, May 11.
Residents interested in running for office have until Friday, March 19 at 5 p.m. to obtain
their nomination papers. Completed papers must be submitted to the Registrars of Voters
for certification of names by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, March 23. After certification, papers must
be filed with the Town Clerk by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, April 6.
As of March 12, five incumbents have returned their nomination papers. They
include David Loeper for Town Moderator for one year, Edward Phillips for Cemetery
Commission for three years, Laurie Wodin and John Robertson for Library Trustees for
three years, and Sadalit Van Buren for Library Trustee for one year.
There’s also the potential for a number of races as resident Michelle Antinarelli pulled
nomination papers for five offices including Board of Selectman, Board of Health, School
Committee, Town Moderator, and Planning Board.
According to Town Clerk Kelly McElreath, there is no limit as to how many offices a
resident can run for. However, if anyone is elected to more than one office, McElreath
recommends the multi-office holder contact the State Ethics Commission to make certain
he or she is in compliance.
As a result, if Antinarelli returns her papers for all five offices, she could be running
against a number of incumbents who have also pulled papers for the same offices,
including Brett Simas for Board of Selectman for three years, Vikki Ludwigson for
Mendon Upton Regional School Committee for three years, Al Holman for Board of
Health for three years, and Loeper for Town Moderator. Newcomer Kathleen Robertson
pulled papers for Planning Board for five years.
Other incumbents who have pulled papers include Kelly McElreath for Assessor of
Taxes for three years, Bill Taylor for Library Trustee for three years, and Debra Teta for
Board of Commissioners of Trust Funds for three years. Incumbent Debra Amorelli and
newcomer Amy Mullins have both pulled papers for Recreation Commission for three
years. There is currently no one running for Housing Authority for five years; Mildred
Galone is the incumbent.
The last day to register to vote in the Annual Election and the Annual Town Meeting
is Friday, April 16. To register online or locate an absentee ballot application, view
RegisterToVoteMA.com or Sec.State.Ma.Us under Elections and Voting.

Crafter
Space
Available

Butterfly
Shop

Unique Handcrafted Gifts

254 N. Main St., Uxbridge • 508-840-5435

Mark Gilpin, CPA EA

Your Ease of Mind is our Priority
Save Money, Save Time, Save Stress

Over 25 Years
Experience in Tax
Preparation and
Bookkeeping
Now Accepting New Clients
409 Fortune Blvd, Suite 204, Milford, MA 01757-1741
mark@gilpincpa.com or jeanne@gilpincpa.com
(508) 488-6110 (office), (508) 464-8500 (facsimile)

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE
INSURANCE NEIGHBOR

O

ur family-owned and operated independent agency offers
only competitively priced and time-tested insurance products
designed to fit your individual needs. Specializing in home, auto,
business, condo and renters insurance since our establishment in 1950,
our agency is deeply rooted in the communities we serve and committed
to providing the very best of value for your hard-earned dollars. Whether
new to the area or a lifelong resident you will benefit from the sound
advice provided by our professional service advisers.

Contact us today!
(508) 435-6388 • 80 Main Street, Hopkinton
www.PhippsInsurance.com

HOME • CONDO • RENTER • AUTO • BUSINESS
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Home Improvement
Government Offers Guidelines of O
Following a months-long investigation into thousands of
reports from citizens who received unsolicited seed packages
in the mail last year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
(USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is
providing additional guidance to help online buyers and sellers

Firewood Now Available

comply with U.S. laws when they import seeds and live plants for
planting from other countries. The information, available on the
APHIS website, APHIS.USDA.gov, will also help protect critical
U.S. agriculture infrastructure and natural resources from
potential invasive pest and disease threats.
The guidance explains buyer and seller responsibilities;
outlines required documents, such as import permits and

Mulch • Pavers • Decorative Stone • Loam

It’s not too late for a new patio!
Fire Pits in stock
HOURS: Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat 7-2, Closed Sun
Order 5+ yards of mulch and get
FREE DELIVERY to following towns:

Hopedale
Upton
Mendon

Milford
Northbridge
Homeowners Only

(508) 634-3300
www.cookfpi.com
252 Milford St, Rte 140, Upton

phytosanitary certificates; provides information on plant
seed species that have additional import requirements; a
makes clear which types of plants and seeds are not allow
imported into the United States.
APHIS published the site after evaluating thousands o
of unsolicited seed deliveries that began in July 2020. Wh
APHIS confirmed that some of the seeds were sent to th
States unsolicited, others were seeds the recipients order
unaware they were coming from a foreign country. Rega
most of the seed shipments were illegal because they ent
United States without a permit or a phytosanitary certifi
Plant Protection and Quarantine Program Deputy
Administrator Dr. Osama El-Lissy said, “We’ve been wor
closely with e-commerce companies and other federal pa
to stop the flow of illegal plant and seed shipments from
the country. This new site is a big step forward in our eff

34 Godfrey Lane
Milford, MA 01757
Lic. # 26375E

Production Roofing Company



     
  
  
   
  

Kevin McLaughlin

  

MA HIC 187065-CSL098647

508-529-6887



www.heritagesidingwindows.com

McE's Home Services
Maintainance, Repairs, and Updates
Handyman Services
Licensed and Insured

HIC # 164430

508-524-6182
50508-brbrabr

brianmce@charter.net, mceshomeservices.com

Brian McElligott
North Street,
Upton,MA
Ma 01568
01568
Brian
McElligott 9216
Plumbley
Road, Upton,

UPTON
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Winter Services

CARPENTRY
Snow Plowing & Roof Snow Removal
INTERIOR
& EXTERIOR
Winter Services
Snow
Plowing
&
Roof
Snow Removal
PAINTING
CARPENTRY • INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
PAINTING
• Window &• INTERIOR
Door Replacement
CARPENTRY
& EXTERIOR PAINTING
• Window
Replacement
• Kitchen&&Door
Bathroom

Remodeling
• Kitchen
& Bathroom
Remodeling
• Wood Flooring • Decks
• Wood Flooring • Decks

• Siding • Roofs • Masonry

• Siding • Roofs • Masonry

• Power Washing

• Power Washing

• Gutter Repairs & Cleaning

• Gutter Repairs & Cleaning

• BasementFinishing
Finishing
• Basement
Detailed&&Meticulous
Meticulous
Detailed
ReasonableRates
Rates
Reasonable

Call
CallMauricio
Mauricio

508.202.8602
508.202.8602

FULLY INSURED

FULLY INSURED

MA HIC.#169427

MA HIC.#169427

Advertise
with us
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Home Improvement
Online Seed Purchases
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to facilitate the safe trade of plants and seeds through the
e-commerce pathway.”
APHIS has found no evidence that someone was intentionally
trying to harm U.S. agriculture with these shipments. In fact,
there is no correlation between where the seeds were sent and
U.S. critical agriculture infrastructure. APHIS officials believe
the unsolicited packages are part of an internet “brushing scam.”
Sellers carrying out brushing scams will often ship inexpensive
items to increase transactions. The more transactions a seller
completes, the higher their rating and the more likely that their
items will appear at the top of search results on an e-commerce
site.
APHIS has been working with e-commerce companies to
remove the online sellers that are participating in the illegal
import of propagative materials, including seeds. The agency
has also been working with e-commerce companies to ensure

they, and the sellers who use their platforms, are complying with
USDA import regulations.

Hopkinton
Upton

POWER
WASHING
Maintain & Preserve Your Home & Property
Siding • Decks • Stairs • Walks • Roofs • Driveways

Call to schedule

508-514-9900

Electronics Recycling Day
The First Congregational Church of Milford, 4 Congress St., is sponsoring an
Electronics Recycling Day on Saturday, May 1, from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. Social distancing
and wearing masks and gloves will be required.
All computer monitors, computers, parts and accessories, faxes, copiers, printers,
scanners and TV’s can be recycled. Recycling fees range from $5 to $35 per item; cash
only. Cell phones can be recycled at no charge and will be donated to charities that
recycle and reuse them. The recycling vendor will erase and shred all hard drives at no
additional cost. The church ensures 99 percent of dropped off items will be reused and
recycled.
A drive through process in the church parking lot will allow those donating to quickly
drop off their items where help will be available. Use Church St. entrance.

Free, Virtual Homebuyer Seminar
Milford Community School Use Program and Michael Shain of Bay Equity Home
Loans will host a free virtual homebuyer seminar on Wednesday, March 24, from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m.
Anyone considering homeownership will learn crucial information for home
buying success at the seminar and leave with the tools needed to get started
with the search.
Topics will include the importance of good credit; finding the right mortgage
loan program; the benefits of being pre-approved; mortgage programs offering
no and low down payment options; the difference between buyer agents and
listing agents; items to include in the offer; and how buyers with the latest
information will be more successful in the ever-changing real estate market.
Registration is required by calling 508-478-1119 or visiting
MilfordCommunityProgram.activityreg.com The link to register for the
Homebuying Seminar is under “Adult Programs”. Select “Virtual Home
Buying” from the list to sign up. A link to the virtual event will be sent the day
before and day of the event.

THERE’S A SMARTER
WAY TO HEAT ANY
ROOM THIS WINTER.
Heat the rooms you live in …
without wasting energy on
the rooms you don’t.
Uses 25-50% less energy
to heat your home.

NOW CARRYING VIKING APPLIANCES.

Employs allergen filtration
to reduce germs, bacteria
and viruses.

QUALITY PRODUCTS ~ GREAT PRICES

Provides year-round
comfort that keeps you
cool in the summer too.
Requires no ductwork,
so installation is quick
and easy.

Full Time Service Department
Factory Authorized Service Agents

We service all brands, no matter where they were purchased!

• LCD, LED &
PLASMA TVs
• Air Conditioners
• Washers/Dryers

• Refrigerators
• Dehumidifiers
• Gas and Electric Ovens
• Gas Grills

• Wall Ovens and
Microwaves
• Kitchen Ventilation
Systems

© 2013 Mitsubishi Electric

Authorized Dealer

Frank’s Appliance Sales & Service
331 Main St., Milford

508-473-1309 • www.franksappliance.com
MARCH 19, 2021

© 2015 Mitsubishi Electric

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:
-Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12 years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years on compressor)
-Finance through MassSave with 0% HeatLoan
-Rebates through MassSave & Processing on Your Behalf
-Extended Labor Warranty Available
-Highly Trained Technicians with Installation & Service
Looking to replace your electric heat? Ask us about additional
rebate opportunities through MassSave!

Upton/Mendon Town Crier

AMERICA’S #1
SELLING BRAND OF
DUCTLESS
HUGE REBATES AVAILABLE FOR
DISPLACEMENT OF ELECTRIC, OIL
AND PROPANE HEAT!
Contact us today for a no cost in-home
assessment!
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Mendon Senior Center
The Mendon Senior Center is closed to the
public. However, certain services and monthly
events continue to be available or scheduled.
Please feel free to contact staff by phone during
operating hours at 508-478-6175.
Thursday Afternoons:
Zoom Wellness Support Group with Gail
Bourassa, LMHC, 1:30 p.m. Open to women in
the area. Email Gail at
gbourassa@bellinghamma.org to receive link to
the next meeting.
Tuesday, March 23
Blue Cross Blue Shield Medicare Health
Webinar, Boost Your Health with Better Sleep,
10 a.m. Register at bcbsma.info/March23.
Tuesday, April 20
Grab n’ Go Lunch, sponsored by Heart to Home
Meals. Choice of either turkey with cranberry
orange sauce,
stuffing, potatoes and mashed turnip or cod fish
with crumb topped lemon sauce, rice, asparagus
and green beans. Please call Lina Remillard at
508-478-6175 to reserve your complimentary
meal by April 15.

Mendon Town Calendar
Due to the Covid-19 Virus, Mendon’s Municipal
Buildings have limited access. Residents are
encouraged to check the town’s Web site at
MendonMa.Gov/Calendar/Month concerning
the latest status on posted meetings, including
cancelations or other special instructions on
agendas for virtual or call in meetings. For
additional information needed, contact the
appropriate board or official by phone or email.
Monday, March 22
Planning Board, Special Permit/Site Plan Review
for 47 Milford St., 7:05 p.m.
Planning Board, Public Hearing for 35 Cape Rd.
Site Plan Review Continued, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 24
Finance Committee, Remote, 7 p.m.
Thursday, March 25
Conservation Commission, Public Hearing for 27
Park St., 7:15 p.m.
Wednesday, March 31
Finance Committee, Remote, 7 p.m.

Burke, Byer Among
Incumbents
Not Seeking Re-election
By Michelle Sanford

Staff Reporter
A number of incumbents have decided not to seek re-election for
town offices in Mendon, leaving the door open for new office holders.
Mendon’s Annual Town Election is scheduled for May 18.
Town Clerk Ellen Agro confirmed Select Board member Christopher
Burke will not be running for his third term. Burke was initially elected
to the Board in 2015 after beating Charles Scharnagle. He won the threeyear seat again in 2018 running uncontested. Newcomer Michael Jones
has pulled nomination papers for the Select Board office.
Jay Byer also confirmed he will not be running for the Town
Moderator’s office again. Byer has held the office since 2009. However,
resident Tom Merolli has taken out and returned his nomination papers
to run for the one-year seat. Other incumbents not planning to seek
office again include Leigh Martin for Mendon Upton Regional School
Committee for three years, Matthew O’Brien for Water Commissioner
for three years, and Kelley Aubut for Library Trustee for three years;
Alison Chu has taken out nomination papers to run for the Library
Trustee’s seat. Residents who have also pulled their nomination papers
as of March 10 include Ellen Agro for Town Clerk and Kevin Rudden for
Board of Assessors. Agro returned her papers.
Additional offices up for re-election, their office holders, and their
terms lengths include Bill Ambrosino for Planning Board for five years,
Tom Fichtner for Board of Health for three years, and Tom Belland for
Parks Commissioner for three years. The Housing Authority has two
vacant seats up for election, one for a four-year term and the other for five
years. Also, Blackstone Valley Tech School Committee member Dennis
Braun is resigning effective April 1. His seat will be on the Mendon ballot
with a term to expire November 2022.
All candidates have until March 30 at 5 p.m. to return completed
nomination papers. Absentee ballot applications may be completed any
time prior to the May 18 Town Election. The application can be found
online at Sec.State.Ma.Us under Elections and Voting. The deadline to
submit an absentee ballot application is Monday, May 17 at noon.
The last day to register to vote in Mendon’s Election is Wednesday,
April 28 by 8 p.m. The easiest way to register is online at Sec.State.Ma.Us
under Elections and Voting. The state is still deciding whether or not
early voting for upcoming local elections will be allowed. To call ahead to
pick up nomination papers or for more information on voter status or the
Mendon Election, call the Town Clerk’s office at 508-473-1085 or email
townclerk@mendonma.gov. Regular office hours are Monday through
Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The office is closed on Friday.

Can & Bottle Drive
On Saturday, April 17, the Boy Scouts of Troop 44 Mendon will be
hosting a Can & Bottle Drive Fundraiser at the Clough School parking
lot, North Ave. from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Please save those cans and bottles
to donate to a great cause while helping out with recycling too. All
aluminum cans as well as plastic and glass bottles with deposits will be
accepted. Thanks for pitching in.

◆Mendon Override from front page
news. “I had a follow up meeting this morning
with MIIA (Massachusetts Interlocal Insurance
Association) and I might be able to trim a little
off our health insurance savings,” said Newman.
“Not a ton but something, which is pretty great.
That never happens.”
Newman also spoke about a possible override
vote at the upcoming Town Meeting, depending
on what the Mendon Upton Regional School
Committee certifies the school’s budget at.
The latest budget numbers show Mendon
funding MURSD at approximately $10,644,000,
an increase of $315,000. However, Newman
stated the Regional School District’s most recent
figures were requesting an overall net increase
of approximately $890,000. “It’s important to
note that this is where we are at the moment,”
noted Selectman Chair Mark Reil. Newman told
MURSD’s Director of Finance and Operations,
Jay Byer, that the town’s budget is beyond
stretched and said the best solution may be an
override. “Go for whatever you need and take
it to the taxpayers, and I hope you get it,” she
said to Byer. “Otherwise, it will literally force us
to cannibalize our own budget and that will be
catastrophic for us.”
Likewise, Byer said, “If the override fails
and we can’t do anything else, you’re probably
talking about us laying off nearly 30 percent of
our staff.”
Personnel Appointments
Also, that evening, the Select Board made
a number of appointments including new full
time police officer Sean Malone.
According to Police Chief Dave Kurczy, an
officer recently left the force in December in
order to work for a larger department. As a
result, the job was posted and it was Malone’s
background that drew him apart from the
rest of candidates. Kurczy explained Malone
graduated from Fitchburg State with a Bachelor’s
degree and is now working to attain his Master’s
degree. He graduated from the Police Academy
in September. The Select Board unanimously
appointed Malone as a full-time police officer.
The Board also unanimously appointed
two part-time Library Assistant’s after long
time employees, Martha Grady and Paula
Pearlman, retired after working there 23 and
21 years, respectively. “They were the heart of
the Library and we appreciate all they did for
the community,” said Library Director Andrew
Jenrich. Jennifer O’Brien and Christin Barnett
were then appointed as the new part-time
Library Assistants. “They’ll both be excellent
additions to the staff,” said Jenrich.

Friends of Mendon Elders
Scholarship
The Friends of Mendon Elders will be awarding up to two $250
scholarships to members of the high school graduating Class of 2021.
The scholarships are in appreciation for students volunteering at least
20 hours of time and talent at the Mendon Senior Center. The award
can be used for any school-related purpose at any accredited school at
the discretion of the recipient. Applications are available at Nipmuc
Regional High School, Blackstone Valley Tech and the Mendon Senior
Center or by emailing FriendsofMendonElders@verizon.net. Completed
applications must be sent to Scholarship Committee, Friends of Mendon
Elders, Inc., PO Box 341, Mendon, MA 01756 by Friday, April 23.

Home • Auto • Business
Workers Comp
Howard or Barbara Rutfield
info@rutfieldinsurance.com

508.839.1500
www.rutfieldinsurance.com
33 Main Street • Upton, MA 01568
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Mendon/Upton Easter Services
Bethany Community Church
15 Cape Road, Mendon
Pastor Phil McCutchen
Call 508-478-0482 or view Bccma.org for
information on Easter Services.

Mendon Mennonite Church
70 Cape Rd., Mendon
Pastor Glenn Auker
Call 508-473-7478 for information on
services.

Faith Baptist Church
7 Main St., Mendon
Call 508-478-2301 or view FBCMendon.
com for information on Easter Services.

Unitarian Universalist Society of
Upton and Grafton
3 Grafton Common, Grafton
Reverend Daniel Gregoire
508-839-2927
Easter Sunday, April 4:
A Seal Upon the Heart service online via
Facebook Live, 10 a.m.
Join us at Facebook.com/UUSGU/Live

Immanuel Chapel OPC
38 Hopkinton Rd., Upton
Pastor Mark Marquis
508-529-4468
Broadcasting Live Services at 11 a.m. and
6 p.m.
View Immanuel-Chapel.org for link

Unitarian Congregation of Mendon and
Uxbridge
13 Maple St., Mendon
508-473-8681
Rev. Patricia Hatch
Ucmu.org
Easter Sunday, April 4
10:30 a.m.
Online Easter Service can be viewed on
YouTube.
Link will be on the church website and
Facebook page.

T

own Crier

St. Gabriel the Archangel Parish
151 Mendon St., Upton
Father Larry Brault
Holy Saturday, April 3
Mendon Community Church
Easter Vigil at
7:30 p.m.Crier
4 Harrington St., Mendon
The Milford
Town
Conservative Reformed - Evangelical
Easter Sunday, April 4
The Upton
& Mendon Town Crier
Pastor Hariton Deligiannides
Masses at 7:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.,
508-473-9030
p.m. andUpton,
5:30 p.m.
48 Mechanic12Street,
MA 01568
Easter Sunday, April 4
Phone: 508-529-7791 Fax: 508-529-NEWS (6397)
Worship Service, 10 a.m.

Publications, Inc.

United Parish of Upton
1 Church St.
Rev. Lourey Savick
508-529-3192
Good Friday, April 2:
Ecumenical Good Friday Service, find link
at UnitedParishUpton.org
All in person services are socially distanced
and masked
Holy Saturday, April 3
Easter Eve Bonfire
church parking lot, 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 4
Easter Sunrise Service with Communion
Kiwanis Beach, 6 a.m.
Morning Prayer with Communion
Lakeview Cemetery, 9 a.m.
Easter Streaming Worship,
Link found at UnitedParishUpton.org, 9:45
a.m.

EMAIL: thetowncrier@charter.net

DECEMBER 5, 2013

UCMU’s
Let Kindness
TO:
BRIAN GAY
MAPLE FARMChallenge
DAIRY
Bloom
EMAIL: BrianGay096@gmail.com
for Lent
During Marilyn
this Lenten
period, the Unitarian Congregation
FROM:
Holman
of Mendon & Uxbridge invites individuals to join the
Congregation in adding more kindness to people’s lives
ACCOUNT REP:
and community. The final three weeks of the challenge
TateActs of Kindness March 14-20,
will featureLori
Random
508-529-0301
Kindness Toward
the Local Community March 21-27,
and Kindness
Toward the Natural World March 28–April
loritate@charter.net
3. Kindness activities are updated each week at UCMU.
org. Let’s grow more kindness in the world.

HI BRIAN

BETTER MILK
Enjoy

Products
Door to Door Home Delivery
With the Highest Quality Products
Glass bottled milk from Hatchland Dairy,
N. Haverhill, NH. Their milk goes directly
from cow to bottling plant to you.
Also offering full line of Oakhurst
Dairy Products and many other
local premium products.

If this service is of interest to you,
TRY IT FREE!!! We will be glad to drop
for you to try!

Call us OR Text!!!

Here is a proof of your 1/16 page ad for
12/13/13 Upton and Mendon Town
Crier

508-478-MILK(6455)

HOMEMAKERS/

Month of October
Buy 3 get one free!
Shocks & Struts

Please let Lori or me know ASAP if this
PC AIDES
WANTED
is approved
for publication

Part Time Jobs
Thanks,Flexible
Marilyn Hours

42 Congress Street, Milford
508-473-5511

Must have car
Work in Milford, Ma area
Call PRIMARY HOME CARE
at

(508) 478-3500

for more information

David A. Pickering • Andrew D. Pickering

PLAN NOW FOR
SUMMER SEASON!
Meghan Stanley
508-603-9590
agent@megstanley.com

112 Main Street, Upton
www.BillMcCormick.com

Funeral Directors

Bill McCormick
508-320-3500
BillMcProperty@gmail.com

Offering dignified service
to those of all faiths in Upton and the
surrounding communities since 1902
�

For Rent:

2 office suite $750, inclds util
See all of M.L.S. at BillMcCormick.com
Lynne Last
508-259-8413
historicproperties@charter.net

MARCH 19, 2021

Cape Cod Summer Rentals
www.CapeCod-Cottages.com

Renee Hansen
860-949-2043
reneethansen@idnet.com

Upton/Mendon Town Crier

45 MAIN STREET
UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01568

508-529-6992
www.uptonfunerals.com
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School News

Superintendent Holds Town Hall
for Parents

By Scott Calzolaio
Staff Reporter
On the evening of March 10, Superintendent of Mendon-Upton School District, Joseph
Marusczcak, discussed a full reopening at a Town Hall for parents.
The recommendation for the return to full in-person learning is a two-week rollout.
All elementary students will start Monday, March 29. A week later, all middle and high school
students will follow on April 5.
Maruszczak said instead of a slow rollout of individual grades, bringing back all of the
students in a one-week window will prove less stressful.
“It’s easier to bring all of the kids back, and make all of the schedules, and handle all of this
at once,” he said. Not only will this make the transition easier on teachers and staff, but also on
students and teachers, he said.
Those who wish to continue with online learning will have the ability to do so through the
end of this school year. Families that wish to stay enrolled in online learning must inform school
administration as soon as possible.
Administration also needs to know as soon as possible who will be taking the bus, and who
will continue to drive their student.
“If your student takes the bus, please allow them to take the bus,” Maruszczak said. “We’ve
already got a traffic issue, and this would create an ungodly traffic problem.”
Regarding lunch and snack times, each grade level will have their own unique plans to make it
work in as safe a way as possible, following COVID-19 protocols .
Pool testing for COVID-19 will pilot at Nipmuc to see if the process is feasible. If the pilot is
successful and the targeted weekly 80 percent participation rate is reached, then pool testing may
be implemented at lower grade levels.
According to the most recent state infection data, Mendon is categorized as in the green, while
Upton is in the grey; the second lowest and lowest ratings for case numbers.
Pandemic protocols for schools have been modified with social distancing reduced from
six feet to three or four feet. Quarantine protocols will not change with infected or exposed
individuals remaining apart until negative test results are achieved.

New England Steak
& Seafood Restaurant
Make Your Easter Reservations NOW!
9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE:
12:00 noon 2:30 pm
12:30 pm 3:00 pm
1:00 pm
3:30pm

5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm

Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
www.nesteakandseafood.com

MURSD Looking at
$2.5 million Budget Increase
in FY22
By Scott Calzolaio
Staff Reporter
The Mendon Upton Regional School District is looking for a proposed
$39,990,339 budget for Fiscal Year 2021. The budget, which was presented at
the district’s Open Budget Meeting on Monday, March 15, represents a 6.64
percent or $2,488,758 increase over the FY21 figures. The increase also means
additional funding from town revenues or overrides for Mendon and Upton.
Superintendent of Schools Joseph Maruszczak explained the budget which he
said maintains level services. Here’s a breakdown of the largest increase drivers:
Salaries - $658,901 (3.28 percent increase) contractual increases for over 400
staff members.
Employee Benefits - $69,772 (5.67 percent increase) in retirement funding.
Transportation - $57,536 (3.13 percent increase) in regular transportation
and $63,000 (4.34 percent decrease) in special education transportation.
Student services - $254,999 (13 percent increase) in Out-Of-District tuition.
Additionally, increases of $36,475 for Special Ed. contracted services, $20,851
for English Language Learner (ELL) contracted services, and $65,000 for
Norfolk Aggie Student tuitions.
Buildings and grounds - $83,391 (13.05 percent decrease) in utility expenses,
as all buildings now have LED lighting. An investment of $32,800 for a four
year lease to replace four tractors.
Textbooks and teaching supplies - Purchasing a new elementary math series
($60,000) and a K-2 phonics program ($29,000); renewing Pearson digital
textbooks ($80,000), and renewing digital high school math texts ($72,652)
Technology - Investments total $182,257 for new hardware, wireless
upgrades, an HP desktop lease, and the district-wide Zoom subscription.
Athletics - An increase of $55,495 to compensate the loss of gate receipts
from 2020-21 and underinvestment.
Among the items listed as “Critical Needs” are:
New Hires - Two School Adjustment Counselors ($160,000) for the Miscoe
and Nipmuc Bridge Program, a Memorial fourth-grade teacher ($60,000) and
two Elementary Instructional Coaches at Clough and Memorial ($120,000).
Restoring two previously laid-off positions - a Nipmuc librarian ($70,000)
and a Tech Support personnel ($40,000).
Anticipated revenues include:
State Aid and Stimulus - Because of the pandemic, some state aid and federal
stimulus is still variable. But Maruszczak stressed Mendon/Upton, based on
personal income averages and property values, will continue to be considered
minimal aid communities, qualifying for less Chapter 70 funding. Using that
formula, overall state school aid will increase by $44,458 (0.33) which includes
decreases in regional transportation and net charter reimbursement plus a
proposed $63,090 (0.51 percent) increase in education aid.
Local Assessments - $2,308,634 including an additional $821,495 (8.06
percent) from Mendon and $1,487,139 (12.78 percent) from Upton, both
without debt service. The figures reflect the communities’ anticipated 20212022 enrollment - Mendon is projected at 823 while Upton is 1153.
District Receipts - $853,309, a $164,764 increase.
Maruszczak said one of the main goals of the proposed budget is taking care
of the emotional needs of students who experienced social detachment during
the pandemic. The district also hopes to maintain the current service levels and
address its most critical needs - hiring new staff members and restoring the
Nipmuc librarian.
Maruszczak noted it is assumed the 2021-2022 school year will be fully inperson. But with the extra precautions, in addition to current setbacks, the
proposed budget try to compensate for losses, and lead to a relatively normal
school year.
“First and foremost, it really is focused on what our students need,
particularly coming out of the pandemic,” he said.
The budget was certified by the School Committee in a unanimous vote and
will be presented to voters at the Annual Town Meetings in Mendon and Upton
in May.

Dean’s List
The following local residents were named to the fall dean’s list at their
respective schools.
Emerson University, Boston: Upton- Jamie Fitzgerald, Class of 2024,
majoring in Comedic Arts.
Husson University, Bangor Maine: Mendon-Emmaline G. Kent, President’s
List, Video/Film Production major, Class of 2024.
University of Hartford, West Hartford, Conn.: President’s Honors List for a
3.75 or higher GPA, Mendon-Rory Mosher and Upton-Matthew Lacross and
Katherine Plutnicki.
University of Rhode Island, Kingston, R.I.: Mendon- Jacqui DiCecco, Jillian
Plumb, Meredith Sarah and Sophia Sullivan. Upton-Chris Cannavo, Willow
Dunster and Kayla Riordan.
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Nipmuc Regional High School 2nd Term Honor Roll
HIGH HONOR ROLL
Seniors
Alcott, Paige Elizabeth
Alencar, Luany Leite
Allen, Paige Katherine
Arthur, Amelia Elizabeth
Bailey, Megan Theresa
Ball, Amelia Ruth
Basile, Lucas John
Benoit, Abigail Marie
Bigelow, Lily Jing
Black, Olivia Law
Bohan, Allison Grace
Bottoms, Katelyn LeeAnn
Breen, Paige Kathleen
Brockett-Delgado, Tomas
Enrique
Candela, Cassidy Isabella
Casamento, Kelsey Grace
Ceruti, Josephine Rosalie
Chace, Jackson Adam
Clish, Lauren Lynne
Collard, Jacob Matthew
Comfort, Shayla Rose
Conley, Morgann Lenore
Cote, Michelle Rose
Davidson, Jordan Elizabeth
Dunster, Cicely Grace
Dupre, Rachel Noelle
Fitts, Emmerson Jo
Fournier, Aiden John
Genova, Tobias Alexander
Glasier, Brooke Eve
Goodwin, Rachel Marie
Heather, Jared Devon
Hentz, Kiara Rae
Jason, Kendall Victoria
Lavoie, Christopher Michael
Lazarz, Jason Thomas Edward
Lefebvre, Ethan Bernard
Lindquist, Jordan Elizabeth
Lukasek, Kaylee Ann
McGuire, Grace Linda
McMahon, Michelle Joan
Meleedy, Jenna Meryl
Mespelli, Jillian Angela
Miller, Christopher James
Morrice, Maren Joie
Morrison, Zoe Emily
Murphy, Brynn Noelle
Niane, Saphie Mikoto
Noel, Jessica Lynne
O’Connell, Ryan Thomas
O’Neil, Brenden William
Palinkas, Leah Margaret
Paul, Abigail Marie
Penfield, Walker Kulik
Phipps, Howard Francis
Plumb, Lindsey Rose
Pollen, Emily Ann
Rhodes, James Reid
Roach, Robert Patrick
Salenius, Elizabeth August
Seligman, Brynna Laurel Harp
Shaker, Maria
Shilale, Maryn Morgan
St. Jean, Myles Anthony
Stewart, Grace Elizabeth
Stewart, Keri Maria

Stewart, Tessa Marion
Tewksbury, Kyle Lawrence
Thompson, Jack Connor
Trainor, Daniel Quinn
Uthoff, Ava Jorja Cate
Vaz, Evellyn Cristyne Lemos
Vincens, Sophie Isobel Hayden
Weed, Gianna Julienne
Juniors
Abate, Evan Spencer
Abdelmesih, Pasant Ayman
Acker, Joseph Edward
Aron, Emily Else
Baham, Kamaria Adara
Braun, Emma Lauren
Brereton, Julia Emily
Campbell, Brady Robert
Carter, Kylie Hope
Casey, Alyson Marion
Cassano, Lorenzo Vincent
Cedrone, Anna
Ceruti, Allison Antonina
Christensen, Caleigh Ann
Clark, Hannah Rose
Clemons, Allison Elizabeth
Consigli, Avery Jayne
Cook, David Peter
Cooney, Clara Meaghan
Cotter, Grace Violet
Crosby, Joshua Ethan Honor
Curley, Noah Michael
Denson, Samuel Patrick
Derocher, Christina Adeline
Emile, Lillette Ehab
Ferrandino, Jason David
Fior, Ryan Thomas
Flanagan, Catherine Reilly
Flanagan, Michel Patrick
Fleming, Drew Arthur
Frieswick, Amanda Grace
Gamache, Megan Elisabeth
Giardini, Nicholas Seferino
Giroux, Laela Mae
Golden, Kailey Ann
Gomolko, Nadezhda
Gould, Nora Arlene
Hamburger, Jacob Keith
Heye, Lauren Catherine
Hoff, Emma Catherine
House, Bennett David
Jacques, Andrew James
Jameson, Hailey Pamela
Johnson, Cooper Louis
Joseph, Michael Christopher
Julian, Allison Christine
Kelly, Chloe Jayne
Kierstead, Travis James
Kilcoyne, Kathleen Elizabeth
Kirby, Emily Rose
LaCross, Connor James
Lahar, Jack Gordon
Lange, Luke David
Laufik, Rowan Matthew
Tennyson
Laurence, Meghan Elizabeth
Lavigne, Alexis Felicia
Leary, Cameran Jane
Lee, Benjamin J

Lemay, Haleigh Theresa
Locklin, Kelly Grace
Loftus, Rylie Mackenzie
Mazzarelli, Amy Lynn
McElligott, Samuel Robert
Morehouse, Emily Ruth
Murray, Gabrielle Sylvia
Murray, Jacob Douglas
Nealley, Emerson Taylor
Nicholson, Lucienne Noelle
O’Brien, Olivia Ann
O’Connell, Carly Elizabeth
Offord, Emma Katherine
Overholt, Wesley Grant
Piekarski, Sophia Mae
Pierce, Cameron Francis
Pismenny, Samuel Alexander
Rapiejko, Eric William
Rausch, Harrison John
Servis, Kaylee Irene
Shilale, Zachary Richard
Smith, Emerson Elizabeth
Spangenberg, Macey Lynn
Steel, Emma Lynn
Stewart, Julia Josephine
Survell, Nathaniel David
Todd, Melody Rose
Watchmaker, Jack Bauer
Wiklund, Lucy Amber
Wood, Victoria
Sophomores
Aniceto, Maia Morgan
Antonelli, Kayla Marie
Bailey, Kelly Ann
Barnes, Luke Daniel
Beauparlant, Makenzi Eve
Bick, Jonathan Dylan
Boyle, Sabrina Marie
Brennan, Colin Patrick
Brigham, Caroline Marie
Brockett-Delgado, Marina
Raquel
Carberry, Tabitha Lauren
Cerundolo, Derek Joseph
Chace, Mallory Jean
Claro, Emily Elizabeth
Collins, Nickolas Thomas
Crotty, Alyssa Marie
Deliwala, Diya Aakash
Dubowik, Brian Thomas
Fallon, Megan Elizabeth
Fernald, Ella Margaret
Fournier, Ryan Patrick
Fransen, Daniel Russell
Frieswick, Arthur Jordan
Gemmel, Avery Sue
Gorman, Kiah Truth
Gu, Sophia Chen
Hagan, Cameron James
Harrati, Reham
Harvey, Ellie Mary
Hayes, Josephine Mary
Heather, Alex Jonathan
Hodge, Dylan Warren
Hurley, Sean Patrick
Jason, Connor Edward
John, Kevin
Johnson, Kara Lynn

Johnson, Kendyl Lee
Johnson, Lucy Kay
Jolie, Danielle Lucienne
Kelley, Orick Patrick
Lee, Astrid Olivia
LoSchiavo, Alec James
Ludwigson, Sarah Rose
Lukasek, Allyson Rose
Merrill, Isabelle Jade
Mistretta, Julia Maria
Montano, Rissa Mae
Murphy, Bridget Frances
Nadolski, Emma Rose
Page, Sarah Elizabeth
Patrick, Liana Marie
Quinn, Avery Maureen
Raymond, Jason Patrick
Rideout, Alyssa Catherine
Shazli, Syed Abdurrahman
Shrestha, Reanna
Sims, Jamie Martin
Skiba, Olivia Ann
Slayter, Benjamin Ross Collins
St. Jean, Megan Catherine
Stasio, Annmarie Linnea
Stewart, Katherine Elise
Tabakin, Rebecca Rose
Tewksbury, Kali Katie
Tkaczyk, Cody Brian
Vanasse, Alexander Edward
Venable, Luke Anthony
Welch, Maya Beverly
Whitney, Ava Louise
Wiersma, Emma Jane
Wright, Tia Irene
Yordanopoulos, Gianna Bella
Freshmen
Adams, Andrew Samuel
Allcock, Avery Kaylen
Allington, Matthew Stephen
Aubut, Samuel Thomas
Bevan, Tyler Peter John
Black, Quinlan Scott
Bodzinski, Kylie Lynn
Bottoms, Victoria LeeAnn
Bruni, Giovanna Gioia
Byrne, Jack Alerick
Byrne, Michael Patrick
Cahill, Amelia Stephanie
Calvey, Ella Grace
Casamento, Sydney Cecelia
Casey, Christopher Michael
Cassano, Sabrina Rose
Chiaradonna, Max Anthony
Clancy, Joseph Leo
Clark, Phallon Elizabeth
Clish, Audrey Eunice
Clish, Danielle Alison
Corriveau, Grace Marianne
Cotton, Aidan Edward
DeBaggis, Sera Isabelle
Deligiannides, Isabella Hannah
Dorr, Liam Strachan
dos Santos, Matthew Carl
Dunster, Reed Nora
Fahmy, Poula Khaled
Fernald, Libby Margaret
Flaherty, Anna Susan

Fraser, Joseph Andrew
Geremia, Sofia Szamreta
Giardini, Jacob Cardoso
Gibbs, Rachael Frances
Haley, Emma Paige
Harrati, Ranya
Harris, Leah Finau’Alai
Heisler, Daniel Michael
Henderson, Clementine Anne
Hutnak, Nathan Paul
Jones, Cody Stewart
Julian, Katelyn Elizabeth
Karmelek, Madelyn Jeanne
Keyes, Casey Elizabeth
Kirby, Leah Josephine
Krupski, Logan Riley
Kulesza, Samantha Lynn
LaCortiglia, Madison Kylee
Lange, Elizabeth Donna
Lupien, Ashleigh Paige
Macdonald, Kylie Frances
Malloy, Lily Xue Er
Martel, Sarah Kathryn
Martin, Allison Rae
Mattson, John Dennis
McCobb, Meghan Elizabeth
McGovern, Derek Jason
Miller, Linara Marie
Moshier, Lilly Marie
Overholt, James Matthew
Pace, Matthew William
Piekarski, Laura Maeve
Polanco, Leodices Noel
Powers, Molli Theresa
Richie, Jackson Nicholas
Rock, Ryan Michael
Rodriguez, Chanell Angela
Ruggiero, Anthony Michael
Schechter, Dana Marie
Schwartzberg, Alexis
Scirocco, Janelle Patrice
Scott, Lauren Sadie
Seligman, Ashlyn Brooke Harp
Shilale, Kendra Lynne
Singh, Naomi Elizabeth
Smith, Ava Halloran
Spargo, William John
Stasio, Alysse Rae
Sullivan, Ty Gerrit
Sweeney, Lillian Margaret
Szewczynski, Maverick James
Thompson, Owen Michael
Trainor, Joseph Quinn
Walsh, Nathan Christopher
Wang, Lisa Lu
Weibe, Annalise Grace
Welch, Sophia Ann
Witham, Cage Coleman
Young, Lilia Rose
HONOR ROLL
Seniors
Bowman, Aidan Roger
Capalucci, Jacqueline Rose
Gadrouz, Imad Sami
Ghiorse, John Montgomery
Jimbo Veliz, Niurca Sherlin
Morrill, Bennet MacLeod
Morrill, Charles Leavitt

Oakley, Caleb Edward
Quinn, Michael Kenneth
Roberts, Grace Marie
Juniors
Gately, Shamus Michael
Grossman, Illiana Marie
Hartwig, Liam Donald
Lanier, Christopher Jamar
Marshall, William George
Miller, Brennan Max
Perry, Anthony Lawrence
Porter, Cody Robert
Powers, Kelly Grace
Ramsey, Jason Michael
Walsh, Alexander Andrew
Woloski, Samantha Rose
Sophomores
Brodeur, Penelope Madeleine
Consigli, Derek Anthony
Duplessis, Erika Lynn
Filho, Marcelo Alves
George, Andrew Michael
Kiley, Matthew Edward
Ladd, Tyler Aidan
Mayo, Samuel Anthony
Plumb, Lauren Nicole
Rojano, Gabriel Sebastian
Sanders, Eva Lynn
Freshmen
Allen, Cameron Wentworth
Bandstra, Aidan David
Campbell, Evan Michael
Ceruti, Maria Jane
Cronin, Ainsley Lefave
Ellis, Aidan Thomas
Jameson, Cody Benjamin
Katzen, Jordan Emanuel
Kovacs, Carter James
LaRue, Ethan Charles
Lashus, Lucas Alexander
Levchuk, Dennis Georgievich
Melo, Julia Maria Moreira
Pessoa de
O’Reilly, Liam Joseph
Parrotta, Noah Stephen
Porciello, Ethan Fenway
Ruggiero, Ari Robert
Stephens, Lindsey Mae
Sullivan, Joseph John
HONORABLE MENTION
Seniors
Trainor, Victoria Rose
Sophomores
DiColella, Angelina Marie
Joyce, Ronan Brady
Murray, Kassidy Elizabeth
Freshmen
Marsh, Patrick Edward

LIQUOR PLUS
After one year of
reduced hours to
protect our employees
and our customers
during the height of
the pandemic, Liquor
Plus is extending our
hours to coincide with
the reduction of state
and local restrictions as
of March 1st, 2021.

Gift
Certificates

NEW HOURS:

Monday 8:30 am - 9:00 pm
Tuesday 8:30 am - 9:00 pm
Wednesday 8:30 am - 9:00 pm
Thursday 8:30 am - 9:00 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 9:00 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 9:00 pm
Sunday noon - 6:00 pm

125 MAIN ST., UPTON • 508-529-6196
Mon-Sat: 8:30 am - 9:00 pm • • Sun. 12pm - 6pm
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BVT Launches Meal Delivery
Service with Grant
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www.PawsBedandBiscuit.com
97 Millville Rd., Mendon / 508-478-6390

Become a fan
on facebook

Reliable Pet Sitting

Lion’s Club Scholarship
Applications Available

Professional In-Home
Dog, Cat, and Horse Care

The Mendon Lions Club will be awarding two $1,000 scholarships to a Mendon
resident senior student, an Upton resident who is presently a senior at Nipmuc
Regional High School, or a Blackstone Valley Tech senior student who is a member of
the BVT Leo’s Club. Involvement in various humanitarian activities in the community
is essential.
The application (both pages) can be obtained from the guidance office at Nipmuc
Regional High School or Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational Technical High
School. Application can also be found on MendonLions.org or Mendon Lions
Facebook. Please follow the instructions on the application and return the completed
application to: Mendon Lions Club, PO Box 218, Mendon, MA 01756. The deadline
for the application is April 27.

35 Years Professional Experience in
Horse and Dog Training and Care.

Over 20 Years in Upton!
• Very Dependable
• Year Round Reliability • Daily Basis
• Will Administer Medications
• No Overnights
p if Needed
• Will take Pet to Vet Apt.

Now Offering Obedience
Training! Call for info!

Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild
Scholarship

CALL MAGGIE

508-529-6402 or 508-769-9634

The deadline for the Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild annual $1,000 scholarship which
is awarded to a student who is planning to study in the field of visual arts, design, or
textile arts is May 1. Applications are available from Guidance Counselors at local high
schools or online ThimblePleasures.org.

It’s like leaving your friend
with a family member.
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HERE’S TO A GREAT SEASON!

WE’V

The Blackstone Valley Vocational Regional School District (BVT) received a $75,000
Share Our Strength’s No Kid Hungry grant. The funding will allow BVT to take its
Drive-up Meal Service off-campus and on the road, expanding access to nutritious
school meals through a new Meal Delivery Service. The program is open to all BVT
students during the 2020–2021 school year.
Whether students are on campus or in distance learning, having continued access
to nutritious meals is vital to their health and wellbeing. Childhood hunger can have
a devastating and long-lasting effect on a child’s physical, emotional, and academic
wellbeing. The free Meal Delivery Service addresses issues of food access and
economic inequalities many students face during the COVID-19 pandemic by utilizing
their School Based Health Center to support the needs of its students enrolled in the
program.
The delivery service provides a more convenient, user-friendly meal distribution
plan for students, as they, or their parents, will no longer have to commute to pick-up
the meals at BVT. This program removes the most prominent financial/transportation
barriers to ensure students with the greatest need for food receive nutritious meals
during the pandemic. The service is appealing now to a more significant number of
students and parents who need the meals.
BVT can effectively address requests for food assistance with the No Kid Hungry
grant. The grant supports equipment and supply expenses related to transporting
and distributing packages of meals directly to its students in the 13-town district and
additional support services available through the School Based Health Center. For
more information or to sign up a BVT student, please visit ValleyTech.k12.ma.us/
mealdeliveryservice.
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JOCELYN
COWAN,
JOCELYN
COWAN,
DVM DVM
DEBORAH
VEO,
DEBORAH VEO, DVM DVM
ALYSSA
VINCENT,
ALYSSA
VINCENT,
DVM DVM
ALI O'HAGAN,
ALI O'HAGAN,
DVM DVM
Preventative
Medicine,
Surgery,
Dentistry,
In-House
Preventative
Medicine,
Surgery,
Dentistry,
In-House
Laboratory,
Radiography,
Acupuncture,
Laboratory,
Digital Digital
Radiography,
Acupuncture,
Chiropractic
andTherapy
Laser Therapy
forand
Dogs
and Cats.
Chiropractic
and Laser
for Dogs
Cats.
Ultrasound
& Surgical
Specialists
Ultrasound
& Surgical
Specialists
Available
by Consultation.
Available
by Consultation.

NORTHBRIDGE RAMS

Applications are now available for theJOCELYN
2021 Upton Men’s
Club Scholarship
program.
COWAN,
DVM
A total of $4,500 will be given to graduating
high school VEO,
seniors.DVM
Qualifications
DEBORAH
include being an Upton resident graduating
from any
high schoolDVM
and pursing higher
ALYSSA
VINCENT,
education at an accredited school. Applicants
will
be
evaluated
primarily
on their
ALI O'HAGAN, DVM
contributions to Upton.
Preventative
Medicine,
Dentistry,
In-House
Scholarship applications are available
at the
NipmucSurgery,
Regional
High School
and
Laboratory, Digital Radiography, Acupuncture,
Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational
Technical
High
School
guidance
departments,
Chiropractic and Laser Therapy for Dogs and Cats.
and online at UptonMensClub.org. Completed applications are due April 17.
Ultrasound & Surgical Specialists
Available by Consultation.

Specialty services available as well as
night and weekend appointments.

Specialty
available
Specialty
servicesservices
available
as well as
as well as
night
and weekend
appointments.
night and
weekend
appointments.
CHRISTIN’S GALLERY

Hartford
Ave W,
Uxbridge,
01569
555
Hazel Street
Uxbridge,
MAMA
01569
555 510
Hazel
Street
Uxbridge,
MA 01569
Fun Art classes
by professional artist in Mendon
P.
508.278.5869
| F. 508.278.9384
| info@uxbridgeanimalhospital.com
P. 508.278.5869
| F. 508.278.9384
| info@uxbridgeanimalhospital.com
New classes every week!

1é ǘǗǘ Ǘǘ
Ǘ @ǘǖǗHǗ ǘǖ ?

The Upton Men’s Club Scholarship

HERE’S TO A GREAT SEASON!

P. 508.278.5869

KIDS
ART
555 Hazel Street Uxbridge, MA 01569
Art Classes by
Professional Artist
| F.Fun
508.278.9384
| info@uxbridgeanimalhospital.com
CAMP
Fun Art classes

Christin’s GALLERY
Gallery
CHRISTIN’S
facebook.com/christinsgallery

Check out my website and facebook.

by professional artist in Mendon

Everyone can paint!

Book your birthday party,
event now!
bachelorette, and christmas

www.christinsgallery.com

!

ery week
sses evFOR
ew cla
SUMMER IS COMING!!!! SO IS AN NART
CAMP
KIDS
Check out my website and facebook.

www.facebook.com/christinsgallery
9 White Road • Mendon, MA 01756
Phone: 508 381 0017 • E-mail: christinsgallery@gmail.com
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christinsgallery@gmail.com
Everyone can paint!

Book your birthday party,
Upton/Mendon Town Crier helorette, and christmas event now!
bac

www.christinsgallery.com

July 26-30
Mon-Fri
9am-2pm
Grades 1-4
$250 per kid
MARCH 19, 2021

SPORTS FLASH
By Chris Villani

Tournaments Likely
for Spring High School
Sports

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
When the COVID-19 pandemic hit last March, it forced Massachusetts high
school sports to shut down their winter tournaments just before the championship
games and meets. But spring sports never launched at all, denying an entire group
of athletes a chance to suit up with their teams.
With that in mind, Nipmuc Athletic Director Chris Schmidt said there is a strong
appetite among local ADs to make the most of the spring 2021 season, including
adding some form of a postseason.
“It is 100 percent obvious that the spring athletes were the ones impacted the
greatest, they lost an entire season,” Schmidt said. “I understand the desire of getting
them some sort of a postseason.”
Wrestling may yet meet the same fate as the spring 2020 sports, but there is still
hope that some sort of season will be possible for high school grapplers in the
spring.
Schmidt took a survey of 27 local athletic directors and 12 of those either agreed
or strongly agreed that having a postseason tournament is important for the spring
season. There has been discussion at the higher ranks of the state’s governing
athletic body as to whether that season should stop at the sectional tournament or
include a state playoff, as would happen in a typical year.
There does not seem to be much of an appetite at the local level, however, as
only one of the 27 ADs Schmidt surveyed said it was important to have a state
tournament.
Extending the postseason all the way to the states creates additional logistical
challenges as it would mean playing until the final week in June, when summer
sports, summer jobs, and a desire to travel might make more games unappealing to
athletes and families. Schmidt said he hope for some clarity this week.
The tournament discussion is the latest in a long line of modifications and
adjustments that athletic directors, athletes, and coaches have had to deal with in
this one-of-a-kind year. Without any options for indoor facilities, Schmidt made the
decision to modify the indoor track season into a quasi-preseason for spring track
and field.
The team began training this week and some outdoor meets are tentatively set
for after April 1, he said. Athletes who participate in both track seasons can roll
from one season to the next. And those who play another sport will at least have the
chance to get some track and field in during 2021.

BVT Girls Volleyball Back After
Year Long Hiatus
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Blackstone Valley Tech girls’ volleyball team has not been on the floor
together since the fall of 2019, before the COVID-19 pandemic hit. But with 10
seniors and an experienced roster, head coach Brian Lehtinen is expecting his team
to compete.
“The most important thing was being able to have the season, to have that senior
year for the girls even though it’s fewer games and it’s not the typical fall season,”
Lehtinen said. “They are excited. We expected to be a contender this past fall with
having so many seniors.”
Captains Mya Ackerman and Grace Arnold will lead the way for the Beavers.
Ackerman is an experienced libero and defensive specialist while Arnold is Valley
Tech’s top middle hitter.
“They are great leaders,” Lehtinen said. “Grace dominates in the front row and
Mya dominates in the back row.”
Kathryn Surbey, another senior, brings experience to the right side hitting
position. Isabelle Shum is back for her junior year after serving as the Beavers’
starting setter a season ago.
BVT opened its season this week with matches against Douglas. As has become
the norm during pandemic seasons, the team will play six opponents twice, taking
on the same team each week to limit exposures should contact tracing become
necessary.
Valley Tech will also venture outside the Colonial Athletic League, playing a
group of local schools as opposed to the other vocational schools that typically
populate the schedule.
“It’s going to be different, playing some new teams, but it’s exciting too,” Lehtinen
said, noting that some of BVT’s feeder towns are on the slate. “They will be playing
against girls they have known since middle school.”
The start of the year has been a bit bumpy for the Beavers. On a few occasions,
they have not had enough girls available to practice.
“It’s been a challenge but the nice part is we are returning a lot of players,”
Lehtinen said. “So we when we did have enough players, we were in the groove at
practice and doing scrimmages with the players that we had.”
There will be no district tournament this year due to the condensed schedule for
“Fall II,” which is barely a month and a half long. Lehtinen said the refocused goals
for the year will be a mix of being competitive and looking to win as many games as
possible while also getting some of the younger athletes valuable experience.
“You want to play for this year but also make sure we have that feeder system,” he
said. “We want those juniors and sophomores ready to take over in the fall.”
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Milford Pool Open
Leonardo L. Morcone, Director of the Milford Community School Use Program,
released a weekly schedule of community programs at the Milford High School pool. The
pool is open to the public on a limited basis with all registrations done online at
MilfordCommunity.com. A complete schedule is also found on the website along with
other information. All COVID-19 protocols are being followed. Each class is $8.
The schedule is: Mondays: 5:45-7 a.m., AM Lap Swimming plus 6-6:45 p.m. Water
Aerobics; Tuesdays and Thursdays: 6-6:45 a.m., SplasHIIT; Wednesdays and Fridays:
5:45-7 a.m., AM Lap Swimming; Saturdays: 12-1 p.m., PM Lap Swimming; and Sundays:
10:30-11:30 a.m. Family Swim. AM Lap Swimming, SplasHIIT and Water Aerobics are
for adults only. Lane lines will be in place.
For questions regarding the pool, call 508-478-1119 or visit MilfordCommunity.com

Unusual BVT Football Preseason
‘Better Than Expected’
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The start of the Fall II season for the Blackstone Valley Tech football team has exceeded
the expectations for head coach Jim Archibald, with relatively pleasant weather and his
team’s resilient nature two of the best aspects of the usual year.
“Considering the circumstances, things have been going really well, much better than
I expected,” Archibald said. “It’s been a lot of fun. There is no lingering disappointment
about there being no playoffs and the kids are happy to be out there and working hard.”
BVT comes into the season with a number of experienced skill position players,
including junior quarterback Josh Mateo. An injury limited his snaps last season — which
was the fall of 2019 — but Archibald has been impressed with his athleticism.
“He is inexperienced but so dynamic athletically,” he said. “He can run, he can jump, he
can throw. We are working with him on his understanding of what’s going on around him
and once he picks that up, he is going to be one of the better players in the area.”
The trio of Kyle Vaughan, Cam Gallagher and Carl Munaya will all carry the ball on
offense and anchor the linebacking corps on defense.
“I look at them as the classic BVT kids,” Archibald said. “They’re tough, they’re physical,
they work extremely hard and not once do they complain. They are reliable, steady, great
kids who led by example.” Between the three backs and Mateo, Valley Tech figures to have
plenty of options to move the ball on the ground. When the Beavers do throw the ball,
Sam DiColella and Luke Malkasian are two eager targets. When injuries forced BVT to
start a running back at QB in 2019, the passing game was all but shuttered. Malkasian
turned his focus to blocking. “He is probably the best blocker on the team,” Archibald
said. “Those guys came to practice, did what we expected and set a great example even
though they weren’t catching passes.” BVT will kick off the abbreviated schedule Saturday
on the road against Uxbridge and their head coach Matt Blood, a former assistant under
Archibald. Neither team scrimmaged so there is no game film to exchange, but both
coaches have been talking openly about what they do in order to help the opponent
prepare. “We are all on the same page,” Archibald said. “However it goes, we all just want
it to be a good, competitive game.”

BVT Cheering Again, Eying Spring
Competition
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
One of the last sports to return this year, the Blackstone Valley Tech cheerleading team
is happy to be back together and hoping the spring will allow for competition, head coach
Nicole Boucher said.
“Honestly it’s just good to get back out there, especially for the seniors this year,”
Boucher said. “They have had a challenging year, it’s not the senior year they would have
expected and it’s good to have them doing the sport they love.”
BVT has two seniors on this year’s team, Tesha Houston and Rachel Dube. Both of them
have been important members of the program.
“Tesha has been with me since my first year of coaching at BVT when she was a
freshman,” Boucher said. “She is always at the front of the pack, teaching the girls, leading
the girls, and pushing them to be their best.”
Dube has shown similar leadership qualities for the younger athletes, Boucher said,
often leading by example.
“She brings a lot of fun and a really good energy to practice,” the coach said.
Valley Tech will be cheering at the two home games for BVT football and there may
be some opportunities to compete as the year progresses. Boucher said she has been in
contact with the coach at Shepherd Hill High School about putting together a virtual
meet. There is also the hope that the spring season, which will include cheerleading due
to the pandemic canceling the fall and winter campaigns, will include competitions in
the more traditional sense. “We are waiting to hear more from the state about what the
guidelines will be, but we are hoping for more of a competition season,” Boucher said.
“At the end of the day, the girls have a desire to compete and figure out how much they
have grown from the previous season.” Because of the short time frame, Boucher said the
Beavers are scaling back their routine to half of what it normally is. Still, she said they are
able to do most of what they did before, utilizing the now-common safety measures like
masks and sanitization.
Boucher said she thought it would be challenging to get going again after not cheering
for a year, but she has been excited to see how quickly the girls have gotten back into a
groove. “Even though it’s a short season, it still brings a little bit of that normalcy for
them,” she said. “The girls are happy to have even a small slice of something they weren’t
sure they would get to do this year.”
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Nipmuc Football Ready for Season Opener
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Nipmuc’s football team kicks off the 2021 season
Saturday against Blackstone-Millville Regional (BMR), and
head coach Dave Tupper said the Warriors are prepared for
the short and oddly timed season.
“The kids are working hard and the weather has been
pretty good,” Tupper said. “I have no complaints.”
Tupper saw his players in a game situation for the first
time in a scrimmage against a powerhouse Northbridge
squad.
“We made some mistakes and we had some guys playing
for the first time,” he said. “But we did a lot of good things
and overall we were pleased.”
Nipmuc will be led by a quartet of senior captains,
including middle linebacker Joey LeClaire.
“He does a great job taking [assistant coach] Chris
LeBlanc’s defense and making sure everyone is lined up
correctly and doing what they have to do,” Tupper said.
Up front, Brendan Murphy and Tyler Chester will go
both ways on the offensive and defensive line and Tupper
said Nipmuc will need them on both sides of the ball.
Fellow senior Lucas Beder also returns as a captain this
spring and will see time at wide receiver on offense and at
the free safety spot on defense.
The Warriors are also expecting Gabe Hughes to return
for the season opener. He missed all of the 2019 campaign
and then had to sit out part of this preseason due to a toe
injury.
The experience has Tupper optimistic for his team’s
prospects after an injury-ravaged 2019 season.

“I think we will be solid on
defense and I think we will be
able to score some points,” he
said.
The Warriors will keep
the ball on the ground more
often than not, but Tupper
was confident that junior
quarterback Oscar Clark
would allow the offense to be
more balanced as the season
progresses.
“He is coming along,”
Tupper said of Clark, whose
older brother was also a signal
caller for Nipmuc. “He has
worked hard at it. He spent
a lot of time in the weight
room and watching film and
we are pleased so far with his
development.”
The season opener for the
Warriors will be 3 p.m. on
Saturday, March 20 at Franklin
High School. Tupper said it
The Nipmuc football team finally had a chance to start practicing outside as they get ready
is unclear when the team will
for the March 20 opening game. Nipmuc photo
be able to play on its own
home field, though he said he
Tupper said BMR is led by a good quarterback and is a
thought it looked great and
well-coached
squad. “We expect it to be a good game,” he
the relatively mild weather and lack of snow has aided in
said.
getting it ready during what is usually the offseason.

Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition Bike-A-Thon
STATEWIDE-Massachusetts Breast Cancer
Coalition (MBCC) is hosting its first annual
Bike for Prevention Bike-A-Thon virtually
Monday, April 19 to Sunday, April 25.
Participants can ride one mile or more, either

outdoors on their favorite route or indoors
on a stationary bike. For those interested who
do not have a bike are invited to participate
on foot and either walk or run any distance of
their choosing. All registered participants will

receive a free t-shirt.
Registration for the virtual Bike-A-Thon
is: $40 for Individuals, $150 for Families (up
to five members), and $25 for Students. All
proceeds benefit breast cancer prevention. To

register or make a pledge visit MBCC.org/
bike or call 1-800-649-MBCC (6222).

IMPERIALCARS.com
MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9-9, FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 9-6, SUNDAY: 12-6 | 508-488-2382
WIN

50,000 CASH!

WHY PAY THE DIFFERENCE

Crack the Safe

THE DIFFERENCE?

$

IN THE

contest

Contest can be entered at Imperial Cars beginning 3/1/21. Contestants may enter only once.
Must be 18 or older. No purchase necessary. See dealer for complete contest rules. ends 3/31/21.

2019 HYUNDAI

TUCSON SUV
As low
as

$70/wk

2019 NISSAN

FRONTIER

As low
as

$73/wk

PURCHASE FROM YOUR HOME -

IF YOU CAN’T TELL

WE'LL BRING THE TEST DRIVE TO YOU!
OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENTS ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

Mike Penner
General Manager

2017 HONDA

2020 CADILLAC

2019 TOYOTA

CR-V TOURING RAV4 AWD SUV

XT5 LUXURY
As low
as

$133/wk

ALL VEHICLES
ARE IMPERIAL
CERTIFIED
FIVE DAY
VEHICLE
EXCHANGE
FREE CAR FAX
REPORT

As low
as

As low
as

$64/wk

$54/wk

2016 KIA

FORTE EX

As low
as

$24/wk

2018 FORD

ESCAPE AWD
As low
as

$47/wk

#H1923R • SPORT, AWD, 19” ALLOYS

#H1812RV • ALLOYS, 4X4, CREW CAB

#41224L • NAV, SUNROOF, LEATHER

#41408A • ALLOYS, SUNROOF, NAV

#TM2737C • XLE TRIM, SUNROOF

#120-338B • HATCH, BACK-UP CAM

#P13491L • ALLOYS, TURBO, SE TRIM

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:
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NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2018 FORD

2016 JEEP

2020 FORD

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

2016 CHEVY

2017 CHEVY

2020 CHEVY

$31,370

$

22,647

$30,560

$

23,647

$45,995

$

40,477

$33,650

F-150 XLT 4x4 WRANGLER 4x4 FUSION SEDAN
As low
as

$110/wk

As low
as

$78/wk

As low
as

$65/wk

#D10959B • JK UNLIMITED SPORT, V6

#P13640R • ALLOYS, NAV, SUNROOF

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 JEEP

2020 CHEVY

2017 HYUNDAI

$

33,977

$441,070

$

24,977

$25,630

$

20,977

OVER 645

$36,225

$

18,347

21,477

CAR FAX
ONE-OWNER

$61/wk

As low
as

$58/wk

8,647

$29,850

$

16,347

$79/wk

As low
as

$38/wk

As low
as

$66/wk

#41973A • 4X4, ALLOYS, NAV, V8

#41878A • CPO, ALLOYS, PREMIER

#C41665R • AWD, ALLOYS, TURBO

VEHICLES!!

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 HYUNDAI

2018 DODGE

As low
as

$62/wk

$

As low
as

®

$44,750

$

25,347

CHEROKEE 4x4 MALIBU SEDAN SANTA FE SUV ELANTRA SPORT CHARGER SXT
As low
as

$18,890

SILVERADO 1500 CRUZE SEDAN EQUINOX SUV

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

#C13507 • CHROME WHEELS, NAV, V6

$44,945

$

As low
as

As low
as

$57/wk

$66/wk

$21,995

$

13,647

2019 CHEVY

BLAZER 1LT
As low
as

$86/wk

$34,085

$

21,647

2020 JEEP

CHEROKEE 4x4
As low
as

$80/wk

#D11475V • LATITUDE TRIM, LEATHER

#C41548R • ALLOYS, LEATHER, NAV

#H1875V • SE TRIM, ALLOYS, AWD

#H1925R • LEATHER, SUNROOF

#SH2559A • V6, SUNROOF, ALLOYS

#41749R • ONLY 3K MILES, ALLOYS

#CD11212 • ALLOYS, V6, TRAILHAWK

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$30,835

$

20,347

$24,270

$

19,347

$34,305

$

20,347

$25,275

$

18,977

$34,995

$

21,647

$39,480

$

27,347

$39,950

$

25,647

SHOP AND COMPARE OVER 2,500 VEHICLES - IN ONE LOCATION! STARTING AT ONLY $6,977 // WE SELL MORE, SO YOU SAVE MORE!!!
SALE ENDS 03/27/21. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2011 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.

8-18 UXBRIDGE RD. MENDON, MA 01756
154 EAST MAIN ST. MILFORD, MA 01757
300 FORTUNE BLVD. MILFORD, MA 01757
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