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Remembering Those
Who Gave Their All

Mendon Approves $21.2 Million
Budget and First Override Vote

Mendon and Upton residents will gather on Monday, May 31, Memorial Day to honor
the men and women who gave their lives while serving in the U.S. military during a
war. Both towns have monuments honoring those fallen soldiers. Shown here are the
monuments for the Civil War dead in Mendon, on the left and in Upton. See an article
about the monuments and details of the Memorial Day events on page 6 of this issue.
Jane Bigda photos

Upton Voters Support
Community Center
at Town Meeting
By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
After a somewhat long debate during the May 8 Annual Town Meeting, a majority
of Upton voters passed Article 11 on the warrant, approving the construction of a new
$12 million Community Center for the town through a debt exclusion.
Prior to the vote, Community Center Building Committee Chair Jim Brochu
provided voters a presentation on the proposed building that will house both the
Upton Town Library and the Upton Center.
The new building will be located on a portion of the municipal parking lot on Rt.
140. It will encompass approximately 15,000 square feet of ground level space made up
of an adult library, a children’s library, a reading and socializing area, as well as a large
program room, exercise room, and kitchen in the Upton Center’s area, among several
other meetings rooms and offices throughout.
Additionally, the building will use LED lighting, contain two electric charging
stations outside, and use environmentally friendly building materials.
The tax impact of the estimated $12 million project to the average Upton valued at
$450,000 will be $170 per year or about $45 per quarter. Brochu stated the town will
continue to apply for grants in an effort to defray
Upton Community Cernter p 16
these costs.
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Mendon voters went to the polls on Tuesday, May 18 for the Annual Town Election.
Due to the Town Crier publication schedule, the results are not included in this edition
of the Upton Mendon Town Crier. But Town Crier reporter Michelle Sanford has
obtained the results from Mendon Town Clerk Ellen Agro and they have been posted on
Facebook Town Crier Publications.
The only contest on the ballot featured Michael Merolli and Michael Jones running
for the Select Board’s three-year term. There are three seats with no candidates; Mendon
Upton Regional School Committee for three years, Water Commissioner for three years,
and two seats for Housing Authority; one for four years and the other for five years. Also
on the ballot was Proposition 2 ½ override for $803,338, Proposition 2 ½ the Mendon
Upton Regional School District.
A complete article on the election results will be printed in the June 4 issue.
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Mendon Election Results
on Facebook
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LEASE RETURN HEADQUARTERS

By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
During a chilly Saturday morning, 178 Mendon residents sat outside at Miscoe Hill
School and voted on a 40 article warrant. The May 8 Annual Town Meeting saw a
number of financial articles passed including the new budget and the first of two votes
needed for a Proposition 2 ½ override for the Regional District School.
Residents unanimously approved Article 4, which was the new fiscal year 2022 budget
totaling $21,201,208, a 2.3 percent increase over last year.
Residents also supported Article 15, the first of two votes needed to pass an $803,338
Proposition 2 ½ override for the Mendon Upton Regional School District. School
Committee member Sean Nicholson and Superintendent Joseph Maruszczak briefly
discussed the need for the override, part of which included adding several positions to
help with student’s mental health needs due to the pandemic, funding out-of-district
students, and keeping services level funded. A secret ballot passed by a vote of 85 to 71.
Next, the override must pass at the ballot during the May 18 Annual Town Election.
Several capital requests were approved at the meeting, including Article 17, which
funded $60,000 from free cash to purchase a truck with a plow for the Highway
Department and Article 18 which utilized $40,000 of free cash to purchase fleet radios
for the Highway Department. Additionally, Article 16 added $20,000 to the Tree
Warden’s budget.
Article 19 funded up to $125,000 for Town Hall improvements, including painting the
historical building.
There were a several transfers into reserve accounts also approved, including Article
20 to transfer $200,000 into the stabilization account, Article 21 transferred $100,000
into the Capital Expenditure Account, Article 22 transferred $15,000 from free cash to
Other Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB), and Article 27 transferred $216,974 to the
Water Enterprise Fund.
Articles 23, 24, and 25 are voted on annually and included funding the Cyclical
Inspection totaling $6,500, funding the Update Valuation for $17,000, and funding the
Police Department’s matching grant program for $2,500, respectively.
A number of Community Preservation articles were also supported by residents and
included Article 30 to fund the Affordable Housing Coordinator’s part time position for
$20,000 and Article 31 funded the Police Station debt for $102,000.
With CPA funds, Article 32 paid off the final payment for the Fino property totaling
$92,700, and Article 33 will utilize $50,868 of CPA funding for site improvements to the
historical cemeteries throughout town.
Article 34 will use $10,000 of CPA funding for drainage and landscaping issues at
the Town Beach and Article 38 will use CPA funds totaling $5,000 to restore historical
documents held be the Mendon Historical Society.
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Blackstone Heritage Corridor Celebrates
Preservation Month
Blackstone River Valley National
Heritage Corridor (BHC) celebrates
National Preservation Month by moving
forward on an engineering feasibility study
to restore one of the original sections of the
historic Blackstone Canal in Uxbridge and
Northbridge.
“Thanks to a generous grant of $10,000
from UniBank, the BHC Board of Directors
voted to contract with VHB Engineering
to update a feasibility study to restore a
3.5-mile section of the Blackstone Canal
situated in the Blackstone River & Canal
Heritage State Park,” Richard Moore, BHC’s
Board Chair announced. “The Board also
approved contributing $12,200 from its
Development funds to secure the study.”
According to Moore, with increased
federal and state interest in infrastructure
and development of the Blackstone River
Valley National Historical Park, BHC’s
Board of Directors wants to update the
construction cost estimates and renew
efforts to reconstruct the canal to add to
the visitor experience of visiting River Bend
Farm and the National Heritage Corridor.
“The work is expected to take about
nine weeks once it gets underway,” Moore
added, noting that once current cost
estimates in hand, BHC intends to push for
construction to begin as soon as funding is
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HERE’S TO A GREAT SEASON!

available.”
“UniBank has been
serving the financial
needs of the Blackstone
Valley and Central
Massachusetts for over
150 years, and we are
deeply invested in the
livelihood of these
communities,” said
UniBank President
Christopher D. Foley.
“For a time, the
Blackstone River and
Canal were vital to the
economy in the area.
We’re honored to do
our part to support
the restoration of the
Blackstone Canal and
looking forward to
the opportunities this
Pictured is a view of the historic Goat Hill Lock along the Blackstone Canal looking onto Rice City Pond in
project opens for the
Uxbridge. The Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor has contracted with VHB Engineering to
region.”
update a feasibility study to restore a 3.5-mile section of the Blackstone Canal situated in the Blackstone River &
According to
Canal Heritage State Park in Uxbridge and Northbridge. BHC photo
Moore, the restored
canal section would
in this project for years, I want to express
vision in supporting this important historic
allow walking on
appreciation to the Corridor Board and
restoration project. When the canal repairs
the towpath or canoeing in the canal
the leadership of UniBank, especially its
are ultimately completed, it will offer some
from River Bend Farm to Plummer’s
president Christopher Foley, for their
exciting new recreational opportunities.”
Landing. He said, “Having been involved
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Please let Lori or me know ASAP if this
is approved for publication

BETTER MILK
Enjoy

Products
Door to Door Home Delivery
With the Highest Quality Products
Glass bottled milk from Hatchland Dairy,
N. Haverhill, NH. Their milk goes directly
from cow to bottling plant to you.
Also offering full line of Oakhurst
Dairy Products and many other
local premium products.

If this service is of interest to you,
TRY IT FREE!!! We will be glad to drop
for you to try!

Call us OR Text!!!

508-478-MILK(6455)
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Ground Breaking for Gym Dedicated to
Fallen Holy Cross Rower
Our Lady of the Valley Regional School (OLV), alma mater
of fallen Holy Cross rower Grace Rett, broke ground May 6 on
the Grace Rett Athletic Complex and Education (G.R.A.C.E.)
Center in Uxbridge.
The project posthumously fulfills Rett’s longtime dream
for her elementary and middle school to have their own
indoor athletic space. An accomplished and avid athlete, Rett
died when her team’s van was in a tragic accident while on
a training trip in 2020 with the Holy Cross Women’s rowing
team- one day after celebrating her 20th birthday.
“Grace was a loving, selfless, and hardworking young
woman with contagious personality that brought out the best
in others,” said her parents Mary Jo and Chris Rett. “She was
so proud of her years at OLV and we have no doubt that she is
looking down from Heaven with pride that OLV students will
benefit from the type of facility she so often yearned for. We
are honored that her legacy will inspire future generations of
OLV students and grateful beyond words for all the support
our family has received over these past 16 months.”

The 7,500 square foot G.R.A.C.E. Center will feature a high
school sized basketball court; 75 bleacher seats; two indoor
classrooms; green space for outdoor classes; a welcoming
foyer; bathrooms; storage space; and concession area. It will
be used for OLV physical education and classroom learning,
chorus and band instruction, extracurricular activities and
athletics, science fairs, St. Mary’s Parish events, and more.
The groundbreaking comes less than six months after,
G.R.A.C.E. to the Finish, a marathon fundraising effort
that lasted last 62 hours, zero minutes, and three seconds
(62:00:03) from December 19 at 8 a.m. through December
21 at 10:03 p.m. The successful event paid tribute to the oneyear anniversary of Rett’s world record setting consecutive
indoor row and was matched dollar for dollar by an
anonymous $1 million donor. The $3.8 million project is
80 percent funded, but donations are still being accepted
OurLadyoftheValleyRegional.com/g-r-a-c-e-center/ to close
the final gaps.

On May 6 the ground breaking for the Grace Rett Athletic Complex and Education Center at Our Lady of the Valley Regional
School in honor of former student and Holy Cross rower, Grace Rett, who died in an accident while traveling with her college team.
Shown in the photo are Grace’s family, l-r: dad Chris, sister Brianne and mom Mary Jo. Veronica Morrissette Photography

Art Heals: The Senior Perspective
Submitted by Elise Bogdan
Valley Tech
The Visual Arts Department at
Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational
Technical High School hosted Arts Heals:
The Senior Perspective on Friday, May 7.
During the creative event, the sidewalk
outside of the school transformed with
color and meaning as seniors created
unique chalk murals on the theme of
resilience, showcasing how art heals and
raised funds to help prevent teen suicide.
The weather cooperated, and students
and faculty were able to view the finished
artwork.
Art Heals was open to all seniors, not
just those taking an art class. It served as
an in-school field trip for 143 seniors and
a formative assessment for those enrolled
in Honors Art School Prep and Senior Art
Studio. Non-art students had to preregister
to reserve their chalk and 3’x3’ square space
to create their masterpiece. All students
had to submit a concept about resilience for
review before participating. Robin Brown,
LICSW, a Mental Health Counselor in the
School Based Health Center, spoke with the
art classes about the importance of mental
health and creativity.
Visual Arts Instructors Ashley Maclure
and Kelly Garabadian said thanked
everyone involved in the successful event
saying. “ We appreciate the support of our
staff chaperones, our alumni mentor, and
of course, our generous sponsors. The event

One of the images created during the Valley Tech Art Heals:
The Senior Perspective on May 7. The chalk art done on the
school sidewalks emphasized resilience and raised funds for the
National Center for the Prevention of Youth Suicide. BVT photo

Visiting Artist Arielle Gordon, a 2017 graduate of Blackstone Valley
Tech, in her last semester at Massachusetts College of Art and Design
in Boston, provided constructive insight while viewing the studentartwork at the Arts Heals event. BVT photo
Entrepreneurship program. Gordon
This program was supported in part
noticed Ava’s shoes placed at the top of her
by grants from the Cummings School
workspace appeared as if they were ready
Service Fund, the Blackstone, Millville,
to walk down the path of her mural. The
Northbridge, and Upton Cultural Councils,
accidental placement was a nice touch to
local agencies supported by the Mass
her multimedia masterpiece. Gordon said,
Cultural Council, a state agency. For
“It is exciting to see a thriving Art program
more details and to view the artwork, visit
with so many students engaged in creating
ValleyTech.k12.ma.us/CreativityForaCause.
meaningful Artwork.”

raised over $700 to benefit the mission of
the National Center for the Prevention of
Youth Suicide.”
Visiting Artist Arielle Gordon, a 2017
graduate of Blackstone Valley Tech, a
senior in her last semester at Massachusetts
College of Art and Design in Boston had
an opportunity to provide insight while
viewing the artwork of Ava Lanoue of
Blackstone, a senior in the Business &
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St. Jude Pediatric
Virologist Supports
COVID Vaccinations for Children
With children as young as 12 able to get the COVID vaccine, Miguela Caniza,
MD MPH, Director of the St. Jude Global Infectious Diseases Program at St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital today encouraged parents get their children vaccinated
as soon as possible:
“Vaccinating children for COVID-19 is a key component to reaching the
two-thirds threshold necessary to obtain herd immunity and stop the pandemic
from continuing to spread and mutate,” said Dr. Caniza. “This week’s emergency
authorization of the Pfizer vaccine for ages 12 to 15 is an important step in helping to
control this virus in a safe and effective way for a larger percentage of the population.”
When the coronavirus first emerged, Dr. Caniza urged her colleagues of infectious
disease leaders from 24 countries who were gathering at St. Jude to set aside
their agendas and immediately focus on the virus. Those discussions led to the
establishment of a registry tracking COVID-19 in childhood cancer patients around
the world. She and her colleagues were recently featured in the Commercial Appeal
for their initial and continuing efforts to track the emergency of the novel coronavirus
in children.
“Children and teenagers are highly mobile populations attending schools, sports,
extracurricular activities and intersecting more often with various age groups
including caretakers and older family members,” Dr. Caniza continued. “Because
of the high percent of children and teenagers being asymptomatic or with minimal
symptoms, most likely they will be effectively spreading during a very contagious
period, and even more so, if they don’t follow the standard precautions (distancing,
using masks and practicing hand hygiene).”
Dr. Caniza concluded, “The COVID virus has come to stay with us and our best
defense against minimizing long-term impacts on our society is to achieve herd
immunity. As the research continues to bear out the safety and efficacy of COVID
vaccine use in children, it is likely these vaccines will become part of the current 14
routine vaccination in childhood.”

ADVERTISING IN THE TOWN CRIERS MAKES
GOOD BUSINESS SENSE ... WE DIRECT MAIL
TO OVER 20,000 ADDRESSES !!!

Behind every
local business
is a neighbor
you know.

These are our neighbors.
Business owners with the ideas, motivation and commitment to
serve their customers, employees and community.
At Charles River Bank, we are proud to provide the powerful
solutions and personal connections these business owners and
entrepreneurs can count on in good – and uncertain – times.
Visit CharlesRiverBank.com
to learn more about these local businesses, and discover how
Charles River Bank can help you.

Massachusetts to Fully Open
by Memorial Day
By Chris Villani
Staff Reporter/Columnist
Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker announced Monday that the state would be fully
open by Memorial Day, lifting all COVID-19 related restrictions and limitations on
businesses by Saturday, May 29.
The new reopening date is two months sooner than the initial target date of August
1 that Baker had set to lift the restrictions. It also comes as Massachusetts continues
to be among the national leaders in administering COVID-19 vaccine to residents.
The state of emergency will come to an end on Tuesday, June 15. That designation had
given the governor broad discretion and a significant power to impose the new rules on
businesses over the past 15 months during the pandemic.
Effective Saturday, May 29, the gathering limit will be rescinded. That means public
and private gatherings will not be capped and Fenway Park will have the ability to sell
out for Red Sox games and concerts. Certain businesses that had remained closed, like
night clubs and spas, will be allowed to reopen and all industries will be able to operate
at full capacity.
The state’s mask mandate will shift to an “advisory” for those who have not been
fully vaccinated. Face coverings will still be required on public transit, in hospitals,
and congregate care facilities, but will otherwise be left to the discretion of individual
businesses. Masks will also be required for private transit, such as Uber, Lyft, or taxi
rides.
As of Tuesday, May 18, school children will no longer need to wear masks for
outdoor activities like recess and will be allowed to share objects in classrooms in both
K-12 schools and childcare settings. The Baker Administration promised additional
guidance would be coming for summer camps, effective May 29, including dropping
the requirement that children be masked for outdoor activities.
Baker cited the state’s progress in vaccine distribution as the reason behind
the accelerated timeline. In December, when vaccine distribution began, the
administration set a goal of fully vaccinating 4 million residents. Baker had set a target
of hitting that milestone by July 4, but the state is now on track to fully vaccinate more
than 4 million people by the first week of June.
As of Monday, 75 percent of Massachusetts adults had received at least one dose of
one of the three vaccines authorized for emergency use—Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson
and Johnson. More than 4 million residents have received one dose, with 3.2 million
fully vaccinated. The Johnson and Johnson vaccine requires only one shot while two are
needed for both Moderna and Pfizer.

COVID-19 Case Counts
Continue to Dwindle
By Chris Villani
Staff Reporter/Columnist
More than a year after the COVID-19 pandemic hit Massachusetts, the state is
showing dwindling case counts that strongly suggest the acute phase of the health crisis
is soon coming to an end.
In the Thursday, May 13 weekly town-by-town coronavirus data released by the
Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH), only six communities in the state
were considered to be at high risk for COVID-19 transmission: Lawrence, Lowell,
Taunton, New Bedford, Acushnet and the Martha’s Vineyard town of Edgartown.
Upton added 15 new COVID-19 cases in the two-week period captured in the May
13 report. The town showed a daily new case rate of 11.6 cases per 100,000 residents
and the percentage of positive tests was 3.1 percent. The figures put Upton in the
“green” or “low risk” category.
Mendon is considered lowest risk, having added just five new cases. The town’s daily
incidence rate was 6.2 infections per 100,000 people and 1.2 percent of COVID-19 tests
among Mendon residents came back positive.
Milford remained in the “yellow” or “moderate risk” category. The town added 74
new novel coronavirus cases, showed an average daily rate of infection of 18 cases per
100,000 residents, and a positive test rate of 3.6 percent.
Other area towns showed similar data. Hopkinton, Holliston and Bellingham were all
considered moderate risk based on the DPH numbers. Medway is a low risk town and
Hopedale fell into the lowest risk group.
Statewide, DPH reported an estimated 13,000 active COVID-19 cases as of Monday
and 336 people were in Massachusetts hospitals with the virus.
The seven-day average of confirmed COVID-19 cases had dropped to 419, the lowest
it has been since early September of last year as the state began to ramp up to a second
surge. The seven-day average of positive tests was 1.02 percent, another figure not
seen since the end of the summer ebb in virus cases last year. The average number of
hospitalizations had dipped to 385 and the seven-day average of COVID-19 deaths was
8.3, nearly the lowest that figure has been since the start of the pandemic.

70 Main Street • Medway • 508.533.8661
2 South Maple Street • Bellingham • 508.966.2857
1 Hastings Street • Mendon • 508.422.9792
Each depositor is insured by the FDIC to at least $250,000.
All deposits above the FDIC insurance amount are insured
by the Depositors Insurance Fund. Member FDIC

4

Equal Housing Lender
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Beginning Bridges, CFCE May/June
BeginningBridgesCFCE.weebly.com – Facebook: Beginning Bridges CFCE –
Emurray@smoc.org – 508-278-5110
Beginning Bridges CFCE, a non-profit offering free services, supports
parents as their children’s first, best and most important teachers in Mendon,
Upton, Northbridge and Uxbridge. Operating virtually by offering a variety
of programs for children and parents, it’s goal is to support parents as they
guide their children to reach their optimum potential and works with
similarly-minded community partners. Funding for the Coordinated Family &
Community Engagement Grant (CFCE) is provided by the Massachusetts Dept.
of Early Education and Care and sponsored by South Middlesex Opportunity
Council. For registration use the listed phone number or email.
Upcoming Events - Registration is required for all events, which are held
virtually unless otherwise noted. Links available on the website or contact
Emily Murray by email or phone.
Tuesdays, Sing and Play in the Park, May 25 to June 15 10:30 to 11 a.m. Preschool children can enjoy music, dance and a story.
Wednesdays, Playtime in the Park, through June 9 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Free
play followed by Story Time at 11 a.m. Bring a snack.
Thursdays, Charlotte and the Quiet Place Story Walk, May 27 from 10 a.m. to
noon in 10 minute intervals.
Wednesday or Thursday, Twist, Breathe and Read, chose June 16 or 17 from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Enjoy a Story Walk, play Twister and learn some mindful
breathing techniques.
Fridays, Sensational Explorers, through June 11 from 10 to 11:15 a.m., rain or
shine: Explore a different sense each week outdoors at West Hill Dam.

Calendar
Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce

AREA-The Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce will be holding the following
events. For more information or to register visit BlackstoneValley.org, email
administrator@blackstonevalley.org, call 508-234-9090 or stop by the chamber offices,
670 Linwood Ave. Bldg A, Suite 5, Whitinsville. Visit the chamber website for links to all
Webinars and Zoom sessions.
Women’s Success Network, Wednesday, June 2 at 12 noon. Your Path Forward-What is
Your Strategy for the Future?
BVCC Food, Beverage & Hospitality Collaborative, Thursday, June 3 at 8:30 a.m.
Refresh Sesh, a review of BVCC benefits, Wednesday, June 9 at 12 noon.
New Member Onboarding Session, Tuesday, June 22 at 9:30 a.m.

Communities in Song

WESTBORO-Shir Joy Chorus, Central MA’s Jewish Community Chorus, is joining
its voice with four other regional choral groups in Communities of Song: Virtually
Together, a free, virtual concert on Sunday, May 16 from 4 to 5:30 p.m. via Zoom. While
admission is free, pre-registration is required to get the Zoom link to the concert. There
will also be a Singer Roundtable from 3 to 4 p.m. to discuss the way the different choral
groups adapted to singing during the pandemic.
The groups participating in this year’s Communities of Song concert are Wesley Chancel
Choir, Shir Joy Chorus, Wesley Ghanaian Choir, Band of Voices Chorus, and Wesley
Young People’s Choir.

Charles River Bank Promotes Lopes
to Assistant Controller
Charles River Bank President & CEO Jack Hamilton
announces Catrina M. Lopes has been promoted to
Assistant Controller. Lopes joined Charles River Bank
in January of 2016 as a teller. In March of 2018, she
was promoted to Marketing & Sales Coordinator.
As Assistant Controller, Lopes will be performing
Accounting and Finance functions including
Financial Reporting, Account Reconciliation, Daily
Cash Management, Month End Closing Process,
Investments, Fixed Assets, Accounts Payable, Wire
Transfers, and ensuring that the Bank’s systems and
processes are maintained in accordance with GAAP,
under the direct supervision of the Controller.
Lopes graduated with honors from the New
England School of Financial Studies, a two-year
intensive program for emerging bank leaders. She
Catrina Lopes
completed research projects related to many critical
banking functions including finance, asset-liability
management, human resources, marketing, and
lending, concluding with a team project simulating management of an actual bank.
Currently, Lopes is enrolled in D’Amore-McKim School of Business at Northeastern
University in a dual degree program – Master in Business Administration (MBA) and
Master of Science in Finance (MSIF). She expects to graduate in 2023 with concentrations in
Corporate Finance and Investments. Lopes earned a Bachelor’s Degree from the University
of New England in Biddeford, Maine in 2013.
“Financial Management is what I aim to specialize in with my dual Master’s degree, and
it’s reassuring that the Bank sees so much potential in me. I look forward to learning as
much as possible and continuing my journey here at Charles River Bank,” Lopes said.
“We are so fortunate and proud to have a multi-talented and driven professional like
Catrina on our team. We see so much potential in her and I look forward to seeing what the
future brings her,” Hamilton said.
When Lopes isn’t working, she enjoys spending her time outdoors and relaxing.

Dining
Guide

New England Steak
& Seafood Restaurant
INDOOR & 0UTDOOR SEATING
TAKE OUT AVAILABLE
Daily 4-10, Sun noon - 9, Closed Tuesday

Open for Lunch Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday.

Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
www.nesteakandseafood.com

Milford Area Chamber of Commerce Events

AREA-The Milford Area Chamber of Commerce (MACC) will be holding the following
events. To register visit MilfordChamber.org, email shannon@milfordchamber.org, call
508-478-6700 or stop by the offices, 258 Main Street, Suite 306, Milford.
MACCXIMUM Impact Networking, Tuesday, May 25 at 7:30 a.m. Contact Jeff Katz,
jeff@katzsf.com.
Business After Hours, Tuesday, May 25 at 5 p.m. In person event at CraftRoots Brewing,
4 Industrial Rd., Milford.
MetroWest Networking Group, Thursday, June 3 at 7:30 a.m. at Encompass Fitness
Center, 27 Milliston Rd., Millis.
Honor Scholars Night, Saturday, June 5, online event to honor local graduating high
school seniors in the top 10 percent of their class; sponsors are being sought. Contact
the Chamber for information.
Nine and Dine Golf Tournament, Monday, June 28 at Shining Rock, Northbridge.
Practice at noon followed by shotgun start at 1 p.m. Dinner included.

Murphy’s Eats, Sweets and Treats Fundraiser

ASHLAND-Members of the Milford Regional Medical Center Auxiliary will hold a
fundraiser at Murphy’s Eats, Sweets and Treats, 16W. Main St., Ashland on Friday,
June18 from 4 to 8 p.m. Murphy’s will donate 10 percent of all the sales during those
hours to help raise funds for the Auxiliary. Any monies raised will support the hospital’s
patients and departments. All are invited to come and show support.
Auxiliary meetings are now held on the second Tuesday of the month from September
to June on Zoom. Community members are encouraged to join the Auxiliary and
share their time and talents. To join or for more information call 508-422-2099, or visit
MRMC/Auxiliary @milreg.org.

Summer Flea Markets

UPTON-The Upton VFW Post 5594 will hold a series of Summer Flea Markets
beginning Saturday, June 12 at the Post headquarters 15 Milford St. (Rt. 140), Upton.
The markets will be held the second Saturday of each month through October 9,
weather permitting.
Vendors and craftsmen are welcome to purchase spaces for $10 or $15 with a banquet
sized table. Reservations are not required. Call post member David Kennedy, 508-5293314 or contact on the Upton VFW Facebook. All proceeds benefit the post.

Twice Blessed Thrift Shop

HOPEDALE-Twice Blessed Thrift Shop at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, Hopedale
is open the first Saturday of the month from 8:20 a.m. to noon. The Saturday, June 5
opening will feature spring and summer clothing for all, plus sizes for men and women
plus women’s accessories and jewelry.
For more information like Twice Blessed Thrift Shop Hopedale on Facebook.
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Opinion
LETTERS Letters may be edited for length and clarity and will be
published on a space available basis. Maximum 300 words. Must include
signature, address & telephone number.
Opinions expressed are solely those of the writer. Town Crier Publications
will not be responsible for inaccuracies. No Political Endorsements, please!

Calling all Graduates!
Graduating from High School or College this Spring?
Our Mendon Upton Souvenir Graduation Issue is June 18.

Letter of Apology

Want to be included? Send a brief graduation announcement, (50 words) as a
Word Document AND a 250 DPI photo jpg attached to an email to Jane Bigda,
TownCrierEditor@gmail.com. Include the graduate’s name, parents’ names,
hometown, high school or college, college degree and future plans.
Deadline is June 2.
Submissions are not needed for graduates of Nipmuc Regional High School or
Blackstone Valley Tech; our reporters cover those graduations.

To the Editor,
This is a letter of apology to a member of the Mendon Select Board. The
Mendon Annual Town Meeting was held Saturday, May 8. On the warrant
was a Citizen’s Petition to expand the Select Board from three to five
members. I supported this for many reasons but spoke only about two, one
being the increased work the Select Board had at one point in time because
one of its members had been unable to attend meetings due to illness.
I had been told this information but had not done the due diligence to
verify it. After the meeting, the Select Board member spoke to me about my
comment saying how surprised he had been by my remark and how hurtful
it was to him. Politely, he told me he had missed only one meeting and one
day at work.
My reason for expanding the Select Board should have been stated
in a less specific, more comprehensive way. The comment I made was
thoughtless and insensitive and I truly apologize to this member of the
Select Board.

NOTES & NOTATIONS
By Jane Bigda

Memorial Day, Born from the Civil War
Following years of increasingly polarized political views, the United States was torn apart
on the morning of April 12, 1861, when the South Carolina militia began shelling, Fort
Sumter, a federal garrison in Charleston harbor. The Civil War had begun.
South Carolina seceded on December 20, 1860. In February 1861, it was joined by
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas to form the Confederacy. By
summer Arkansas, North Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia were added to the insurgency.
The four-year southern rebellion killed 620,000 Americans, freed 3.9 million enslaved
people and changed the course of the country.
It also resulted in the beginnings of our Memorial Day celebrations. Reacting to the loss
of men in every part of the Union, people in the post-war North held spring memorials
decorating graves to remember the war dead.
By 1890 each northern state had declared Memorial Day, May 30, a holiday. Later,
Memorial Day was set aside to honor all the U.S. war dead and in 1971 declared a federal
holiday celebrated on the last Monday in May.
Locally, observances became more organized after the state holiday was declared and
monuments were erected.
On October 15, 1890, Upton dedicated a Civil War Monument on its Town Common.
Made of granite, it depicts a Massachusetts Civil War Soldier and lists the names of the 32
Upton men who died in that war.
Rev. George Sumner Ball was the driving force behind the monument and chair of its
committee. Born in Leominster, he was ordained a minister at the Meadville, Penn. Divinity
School in 1847. Ball served as pastor in Ware and Plymouth before taking over the post at the
Upton Unitarian Church.
Taking leave from the pulpit in the fall of 1861 he joined the Massachusetts 21st Infantry,
tending to the wounded, conducting funerals for the dead and helping save many during
battles at Antietam and Fredericksburg. Wounded himself, he was taken prisoner at the
Battle of Chantilly and later released ending his service in 1862.
Local farmer, Austin Wood gave Mendon its Civil War Monument, a 14-foot obelisk of
dark granite topped by a 400-pound cannon ball. Created by Boston Stone Company of
Worcester, it has a four-foot square base and is inscribed with names of the 20 men from
Mendon who died in the war. Dedicated on October 5, 1891, it was placed at the entrance to
the village center on a triangle of land at the intersection of Maple, Hastings and Emerson
Streets.
The Mendon men died in battlefields at Antietam, Bull Run, Cedar Mountain, New Bern
and the Wilderness. Others died of disease or in Andersonville Prison. Some were native
sons, some recent Irish immigrants.
While all the U.S. war dead should be honored on Memorial Day, perhaps this year it
would be good to remember those men who fought over 150 years ago to save the nation.
The slain from Mendon were Franklin Wilcox, George Wilcox, Charles Wheelock, David
Thurber, Juba Pickering, Lawrence Doggett, Alanson Bathrick, William Cosgrove, Samuel
Hall, Albert Cook, John Rockwood, Patrick Wallace, Martin Howe, Robert Wallace, Samuel
Everton, Benjamin Smith, Franklin Freeman, James Burns, Anthon Taft and Nahor Staples.
The Upton fallen were Charles Stoddard, William Cordwell, Charles Wellington, Thomas
Horn, Benjamin Hill, Charles Reed, David Messenger, Elisha Johnson, Henry Brewer,
William Kent, Thomas Curley, Charles Fairbanks, George Bradford, Benjamin Thaxter, Lewis
Cooper, Charles Haynes, Edward Rush, William Simons, William Baker, Perry Alexander,
Harrison Bosworth, Orson Fisk, James Goodnow, Charles Rogers, Charles Holbrook, Loring
Walker, George Bardwell, Lorenzo Chamberlain, Hezekiah Hall, Isaac Patten, Alvarado
Drake and Edward Aldrich.
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Memorial Day

Mendon Memorial Day Parade
All veterans and residents are invited to participate in the Mendon’s Annual
Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 31. This will be a traveling parade,
with units gathering at Miscoe Hill School at 9 a.m. prior to the parade start
at 9:30 a.m. Participants must be seated and riding in a vehicle or float. No
walkers or standing individuals will be permitted. Anyone who would like to
participate with a vehicle or float, should contact Susan Tetreault, Roger L.
Woods American Legion Commander by Friday, May 28 at 5 p.m. by emailing
SueTet@comcast.net or calling 508-473-5681.
The parade, which is coordinated by the Mendon Legion and the Police
Department and will be held rain or shine, is expected to last two hours and
travel all through-streets and roads in Mendon. Residents are encouraged to
come out and observe the parade as it passes.
Wreaths will be placed on the war memorials in Mendon during the
weekend prior to Memorial Day.

Upton Memorial Day Observances
Upton’s Memorial Day observances begin on Monday, May 31 with an 8 a.m.
service at the Veteran’s Memorial in Lakeview Cemetery. It is followed by 8:30
a.m. by services at the George S. Ball and George L. Wood gravesites in the
Maplewood Cemetery and a 9 a.m. service at the Old Burial Grounds, Grove
St.
Traditional services will be held on the Town Common at 9:30 a.m.
Participants will include
local religious leaders, members of the Upton Scout Troops, the VFW and
the American Legion.
The events are organized by the Arranged by the Upton Veterans’ Council,
whose members are Steve Walsh, Dave Carlson, Russell Wood, David
Kennedy, Richard Kennedy and Steve Wickstrom.

Read the Town Crier Online
To read the May 21, 2021 Upton Mendon Town Crier online visit,
TownCrier.us. Click Online Newspapers in the left-hand column;
scroll down to Mendon/Upton Town Crier PDF Archive; and click
on UTC 21.05.21.pdf.
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Massachusetts RMV Warns
of Text Phishing Scam
The Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV)
is cautioning customers to be aware of a text phishing
scam that has been reported in the Commonwealth and
in other states. The scam reportedly involves customers
receiving text messages, claiming to be from the
“DMV,” that direct them to click on a provided link to
update their personal identifying contact information.
Customers can identify this type of text as a phishing
scam because it includes “DMV.” In Massachusetts DMV
is not the name of the Registry of Motor Vehicles; in
Massachusetts, the name of the Registry is abbreviated as

“RMV.” Any text using the phrase “Department of Motor
Vehicles” or “DMV” should be deleted.
Please note that the RMV does not send unsolicited
requests for personal and/or contact information to
customers by text. Any communication by text from the
RMV would be as a result of a customer-initiated request
or transaction.
For the latest Registry updates and information, please
check Mass.gov/RMV or follow the RMV on Twitter @
MassRMV.

Help Prevent Tickborne Diseases
According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), tickborne diseases increasingly
threaten the health of people in the United States. The
growing threat includes newly discovered disease-causing
germs, an increasing number of reported tickborne
illnesses, expanding geographic ranges for ticks, and a
novel tick species found in the US. Everyone should take
steps to help protect themselves from tick bites.
Over the past two decades, seven new tickborne germs
that can cause illness have been identified in the United
States: Borrelia mayonii, Borrelia miyamotoi, Ehrlichia
ewingii, Ehrlichia muris eauclairensis, Heartland virus,
Rickettsia parkeri, and Rickettsia species 364D. New
laboratory tests that look for DNA are finding new germs
in ticks and people.
In 2017, state and local health departments reported a
record number of cases of tickborne diseases to CDC. The
reported numbers of cases of Lyme disease, anaplasmosis/
ehrlichiosis, spotted fever rickettsiosis (including Rocky
Mountain spotted fever), babesiosis, tularemia, and
Powassan virus disease all increased—from a total of
48,610 in 2016 to 59,349 reported cases in 2017. Reported
cases capture only a fraction of the overall number of
people with tickborne illnesses. Even so, the number of
reported cases of Lyme disease in the U.S. has tripled since
the late 1990s.
The geographic range of some ticks that spread germs
is also increasing. The number of counties with the
blacklegged ticksexternal icon responsible for most cases
of Lyme disease, babesiosis, and anaplasmosis also has
more than doubled over the past 20 years.
Also the number of counties in the northeastern and
upper midwestern United States that are considered highrisk for Lyme disease increased by more than 300 percent
between 1993 and 2012.
While the exact reasons for the geographic spread of
ticks and the diseases they carry are unclear, a number of
factors may contribute. The spread of Lyme disease has
been linked to changes in land use patterns, including
reforestation in the northeastern United States and
suburban development in these areas which results in
closer contact between people, ticks and tick hosts such as
deer, mice and chipmunks.
Changing climate patterns can also alter the natural
environment and longstanding ecological relationships.
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Predicting the number of tickborne infections,
including how an upcoming season will compare with
previous years, is complicated. Ticks that spread germs
to people can have up to 2- to 3-year lifecycles, and many
factors can affect their numbers, including temperature,
rainfall, humidity, and the availability of hosts. In any
given year, the number of ticks in an area will be different
from region to region, state to state, and even county to
county.
Numbers of reported tickborne disease cases are also
affected by healthcare provider awareness and by testing
and reporting practices.
People should be aware that ticks could be in the areas
where they live, work and play. Everyone should take steps
to help protect themselves and their loved ones, including
pets.
Those steps include:
• Avoiding areas with high grass and leaf litter and walk
in the center of trails when hiking.
• Using Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)registered insect repellentsexternal icon containing
DEET, picaridin, IR3535, oil of lemon eucalyptus,
para-menthane-diol, or 2-undecanone. EPA’s search
toolexternal icon can identify the product best for each
person. Use products that contain permethrin to treat
clothing and gear, or look for clothing pre-treated with
permethrin.
• Talk to a veterinarian about treating dogs for ticks so
they don’t get ill and they don’t bring ticks into the
home.
• Bathe or shower as soon as possible after coming
indoors to wash off and more easily find crawling ticks
before they bite.
• Conduct a full-body tick check using a hand-held or
full-length mirror to view all parts of the body upon
returning from tick-infested areas. Parents should help
children check thoroughly for ticks.
• Remove any ticks right away.
• Put dry clothes in a dryer
on high heat for 10 minutes
to kill ticks after you come
indoors. Damp clothes should
be dried thoroughly and then
tumbled dry on high for 10
more minutes.
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2021 Federal
Emergency
Broadband Benefit
The Federal Communications Division has
announced an emergency benefit for eligible households
that can provide up to $50 per month towards residents’
broadband service.
Eligibility requirements are broad: income that is
at or under 135 percent of the poverty guidelines, or
participate in certain federal assistance programs such
as SNAP, Medicaid, Lifeline, or school meal programs.
Eligible residents may qualify if they have received a
federal PELL grant, or have had a job loss or furlough
during the pandemic and have an income below
$99,000 for single filers or $198,000 for joint filers.
Upton residents can apply directly at Spectrum.net/
support/internet/emergency-broadband-benefit/, and
Mendon residents at Xfinity.com/learn/internet-service/
ebb for Comcast users, while those on Verizon may visit
Verizon.com/home/promo/emergency-broadbandbenefit
Providers may also waive debts owed them by eligible
individuals.
Additionally, residents may also qualify for a $100
discount on a purchase of a computer, laptop, or tablet.
For more information, visit
GetEmergencyBroadband.org or call 833-511-0311.

Heart, Hugs & Hope:
A Virtual Alzheimer’s
Support Group
On Thursday, June 10, Cornerstone at Milford
Assisted Living and Memory Support Community, 11
Birch St., Milford will hold a virtual presentation, Heart,
Hugs & Hope: A Virtual Alzheimer’s Support Group at
5:30 p.m. Dealing with Alzheimer’s disease and related
dementia isn’t easy, so it is helpful to share concerns
and personal experiences with others who completely
understand what caregivers are going through.
Participants will also learn about proven strategies to
help caregivers better care for a family member. Contact
Director of Compass Programming Jenn Hozempa at
508-473-0035 or jhozempa@cornerstonemilford.com
for more information and the virtual meeting invitation.
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A Token of Remembrance

Middle School East Wing
Demolition Continues

Demolition work on the “new wing” of the former Middle School East has been underway
over the past few weeks. Once gone, a new wing will be built in its place, and will be
joined to the renovated former St. Mary’s High School main building to provide marketrate apartments for people ages 55 and older. Kevin Rudden photo

#1
#1DENTIST
DENTIST

2019 Reader’s
Choice
Multi-Year
Hopkinton
Reader’s
Choice Winner!
Winner!

Nicholas DeMaria age 96 gets ready for “Poppy Days” with the help of his greatgrandsons David Monroy age 6, on the left, and Nicholas Monroy age 3. DeMaria
is a Life Member of the Sgt. John W. Powers
Post #59 American Legion, Milford. The
Monroy brothers are members of the Sons of the
American Legion Squadron #59. “Poppy Days”
are sponsored by the American Legion Auxiliary
Unit# 59 and will be held in conjunction with
Memorial Day. DeMaria and other volunteers
will be selling poppies outside various retail
locations in the greater Milford area. Milford
American Legion photo

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Family
& Cosmetic
Dentistry
Relaxed,
Friendly Atmosphere
Relaxed, Friendly Atmosphere

Cleanings & Exams
Cleanings
& Welcome
Exams  Fillings
Children
Children WelcomeInvisalign
• Fillings ®
Invisalign® Care  Bridges
Periodontal
Periodontal
Care• Bridges
Dentures
One-Day Crowns
2013

2014

2016

2017

Dentures • One-Day Crowns
2015

508-435-5455
508-473-6500

JohnC.
C. Park
Park DMD
John
DMD
Accepting new
new Patients
Accepting
Patients

VisitususatatParkPlaceDentalMA.com
hopkintondmd.com
Visit
77 West
Main Street,
Hopkinton
54 Hopedale
St.,Suite
Suite210,
8, Hopedale

Additional
Hopkinton
Dental
Associates
Additionallocation
locationininHopkinton
Hopedale • •Park
Place Dental
Associates

Ice Cream

200 Woonsocket Hill Rd
North Smithfield, RI
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MBCC Against
the Tide 2021
Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition,
MBCC, will host two virtual events each
with a seven-day participation window:
Against the Tide June Virtual Event, June
20 – 26, and Against the Tide August Virtual
Event, August 8 – 14. The virtual event
components include one-mile recreational
or competitive swims, half-mile recreational
swim, 5K or 10K runs, three-mile walk, halfmile stand-up paddleboard, and two-mile
kayak. For participants who are looking to
challenge themselves, there is an Aquathon
option, consisting of a competitive one-mile
swim followed immediately by either a 5K or
10K run. New in 2021, the event will feature
a half marathon option for the June event
and a full marathon for the August event.
Additionally, MBCC is hoping to offer an
in-person event on Saturday, August 14 at
DCR’s Nickerson State Park featuring a onemile swim, 5K or 10K runs, and a three-mile
walk. The in-person event is pending state
approval. If, due to COVID restrictions,
MBCC is not able to host this event inperson, all registrations will be transferred to
the Against the Tide August Virtual Event.
Registration for both the virtual and
in-person options is $40 for an individual
participant, and $100 for a family
registration (up to five family members).
To learn more about all of the registration
options or to make a pledge, please visit the
MBCC.org/swim or by calling 1-800-649MBCC (6222).
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THINK GLOBALLY
ACT LOCALLY
ByAnne Mazar

Hoping to Teach
About Nature in a
Natural Setting
Recently, I sat in on a Zoom presentation
and witnessed Miscoe Hill Science and
Social Studies teachers, Betsy Lambert and
Meagan Pike, in action. Ninety 6th grade
students attended a Zoom presentation;
half at home with two teacher guides and
the rest in the classroom on their individual
devices. To make their class on climate
change relatable and empowering, Pike
and Lambert asked their students to pick
a career and figure out how they could
reduce their carbon footprint at their job.
The presentation was about clean energy,
such as solar PV and electric cars.
Have you ever tried to corral a large

group of kids to do anything?! It is not
easy, but good teachers do this every day
with grace. The two mask-wearing teachers
jumped in and out of the screen helping
the students get set up, answered questions,
with Pike calling out the instructions in
Spanish to her Spanish Immersion students.
Lambert disappeared for a minute, later to
find out she had to escort a sick student to
the nurse’s office, but flawlessly returned
for the presentation. This was quite a show
even before the presentation began! The
students were engaged and asked great
questions. I did not receive one email
from Lambert or Pike that didn’t have at
least two exclamation points in it. This
enthusiasm to learn was contagious, which
was reflected in their students.
With a combined 57 years of teaching,
neither of them show any signs of being
worn-out. They use their experience to
creatively improve their teaching. For
example, Pike said, “As part of our social
studies unit on early humans, we ask
students to imagine they were early humans
trying to survive in Mendon, and challenge

them to use their iPads and iNaturalist
to identify edible plants that might have
helped hunter-gatherers to survive. They
gain respect for the variety of vegetation in
the environment and the people who have
lived here before us.” Lambert added, “Yes!
Kids loved this unit, and also really enjoyed
just being outside… It is so important to
expose kids to nature.”
Both teachers taught internationally,
Lambert in Dominica and Pike in Ecuador.
Lambert said those students were so eager
to learn, but she saw firsthand how severe
weather can greatly impact low-income
communities and worries about them with Meagan Pike and Betsy Lambert are 6th grade
climate change and the increasing severity
Science and Social Studies teachers at Miscoe
of tropical storms. Pike visited the Amazon
Hill School who enthusiastically teach their
Rainforest, the Galapagos islands and
students about the environment using handslearned how many species are endangered.
on, interactive and creative methods. With
Their dream is an ADA-compliant
the support of the administration and others,
outdoor classroom in the lovely woods and their goal is to create an outdoor classroom for
wetlands behind the school. Their vision
hands-on learning in nature in the woods and
is a place to learn in nature, “so kids can
wetlands behind the school
know their environment deeply, promote
To learn more about this project contact
physical and social-emotional health and
amazar@mendonma.gov
encourage multidisciplinary learning.”

Saving Hiking Trails
on the Kelly Property
Sudbury Valley Trustees (SVT) and Metacomet Land Trust (MLT) are raising funds to
enable MLT to purchase and protect part of the Kelly Property in eastern Upton. The two
regional land trusts want to guarantee public access to the popular hiking trails that cross
this land and connect to the trails at Peppercorn Hill Conservation Area. Good news! The
land trusts are within $20,000 of their goal, and an anonymous foundation has agreed to
match the next $10,000 in contributions, so all donations will go twice as far. To support
this effort, visit SVTweb.org/Kelly

Above All…
We always make
safety a top priority.
It is with great pride that we announce that Milford Regional has just been
awarded the country’s top grade for hospital safety for an unprecedented six
times in a row! Our commitment to quality care
is stronger than ever with our team of exceptional
nurses, physicians and hospital staff all dedicated
to delivering the very best healthcare every day.
We are honored to once again be recognized as a national healthcare leader
with Leapfrog’s Grade “A” for safety.
14 Prospect Street • Milford, MA • milfordregional.org
For details, visit The Leapfrog Group at www.hospitalsafetygrade.org
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Home Improvement

UniBank Free Home
Buying Webinar

UniBank will be hosting a free home buying webinar on
Thursday, June 24, from 6 to 7 p.m. UniBank’s Mortgage
Representative, Dave Sampson (NMLS #688948) will
provide homebuyers with valuable information about
finding and buying the home of their dreams. Important
discussion topics include: Negotiating a Winning Offer,
Finding the Right Mortgage and Pre-Qualifying, Down
Payment Options, The Importance of Home Inspections,
and more. Attendees will be entered for a chance to win
a $100 gift card. Sweepstakes to win gift
card is subject to complete official rules and
NOW CARRYING VIKING APPLIANCES.
along with seminar registration information
are available at UniBank.com. To enter,
QUALITY PRODUCTS ~ GREAT PRICES
individuals must register and attend the
seminar. No purchase or account required
to enter or win. All seminar attendees will
receive a $500 mortgage closing cost coupon
from UniBank.

34 Godfrey Lane
Milford, MA 01757
Lic. # 26375E

TAKE LIFE OUTDOORS

Full Time Service Department

Factory Authorized Service Agents

We service all brands, no matter where they were purchased!

• LCD, LED &
PLASMA TVs
• Air Conditioners
• Washers/Dryers

POWERED BY PROPANE

• Refrigerators
• Dehumidifiers
• Gas and Electric Ovens
• Gas Grills

• Wall Ovens and
Microwaves
• Kitchen Ventilation
Systems

Fireplaces & Fire Pits • Grilling • Generators
Pool & Spa Heating • Outdoor Kitchens
Patio Heating & Lighting

Authorized Dealer

Call today to make your life better with propane!

Frank’s Appliance Sales & Service

508.533.6561

331 Main St., Milford

medwayoilpropane.com

508-473-1309 • www.franksappliance.com

1920

THERE’S A SMARTER
WAY TO HEAT ANY
ROOM THIS WINTER.

100th

2021
$10 OFF

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING
with same day
payment.

Heat the rooms you live in …
without wasting energy on
the rooms you don’t.
Uses 25-50% less energy
to heat your home.

INSTALLED CLEANED REPAIRED

Employs allergen filtration
to reduce germs, bacteria
and viruses.
Provides year-round
comfort that keeps you
cool in the summer too.
Requires no ductwork,
so installation is quick
and easy.

© 2013 Mitsubishi Electric

© 2015 Mitsubishi Electric

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:
-Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12 years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years on compressor)
-Finance through MassSave with 0% HeatLoan
-Rebates through MassSave & Processing on Your Behalf
-Extended Labor Warranty Available
-Highly Trained Technicians with Installation & Service
Looking to replace your electric heat? Ask us about additional
rebate opportunities through MassSave!

10

508.435.3381

24 Hr Emergency Support • Hopkinton • JCParmenterSeptic.com •

AMERICA’S #1
SELLING BRAND OF
DUCTLESS
HUGE REBATES AVAILABLE FOR
DISPLACEMENT OF ELECTRIC, OIL
AND PROPANE HEAT!
Contact us today for a no cost in-home
assessment!
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Getting Rid of Ants, The Most Common Home Invader
Submitted by Jim Mazzuchelli
WPC Pest Control
While homeowners across the country enjoy the warm
weather and the sights, smells and activities of the season,
they also must contend with increased pest activity. This
season, WPC Pest Control is reminding homeowners to be
on the lookout for one of the most prevalent pest – ants.
Often considered the number one nuisance pest, ants
also pose significant health and property risk as they
destroy wood and contaminate food items. And with more
than 700 types of ant species in the United States, it’s not
surprising that ants can quickly become a source of disgust,
frustration and concern for homeowners.
“Most ants thrive in warm and moist conditions, which
is why it’s best to eliminate moisture or standing water
near or inside the home,” says Jim Mazzuchelli, Owner
of WPC Pest Control. “In some cases, the only way to
completely remediate an ant infestation is to call a qualified
pest professional who can locate and remove the identified
species’ nests.”

The National Pest Management Association (NPMA)
reminds homeowners that the first step to remediation is to
properly identify which ant species is present in the home.
Some of the most common home invaders include:
• Odorous House Ants. These ants get their name from
the unpleasant odor they give off when crushed, often
described as smelling like a rotten coconut. They
typically nest in wall voids and crevices and prefer sweet
foods.
• Pharaoh Ants. Pharaoh ants prefer sweets, but also
consume grease and even shoe polish. They live in
extremely large colonies and keep warm near artificial
heating sources like baseboard heaters and ovens.
• Carpenter Ants. This species hollows out nests in both
dry and moist wood, though they prefer the latter. They
can be particularly hard to remove since their nests can
be more difficult to locate.
• Fire Ants. Fire ants can cause severe allergic reactions in
addition to structural damage caused by chewing
through the insulation around electrical wiring.

C.J. CILLEY
CONSTRUCTION

Fully insured
s
Free Estimate

A A R D VA R K

BUILDING • REMODELING

JUNK REMOVAL

BOOKING FOR LATE SUMMER & FALL

We junk it - Move it - Clean it - Recycle it - Scrap it
• Hoarding Specialists
• Appliance Removal
• Rubbish Removal
• Junk Removal
• Construction Clean Up
• Office Cleanings
• Carpet Cleanings
• Basement Cleanouts

ADDITIONS
CUSTOM CABINETRY
BUILT-INS

• Storage Cleanouts
• Recycling
• Office/Residential Moves
• Room to Room Moves
• Appliance Moves
• Social Services Specialists
• Furniture Moves
• Scrap Metal

UPTON
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Winter Services

CARPENTRY
Snow Plowing & Roof Snow Removal
INTERIOR
& EXTERIOR
Winter Services
Snow
Plowing
& Roof
Snow Removal
PAINTING
CARPENTRY
• INTERIOR
& EXTERIOR
PAINTING
• Window &• INTERIOR
Door Replacement
CARPENTRY
& EXTERIOR PAINTING
• Window
Replacement
• Kitchen&&Door
Bathroom

Remodeling
• Kitchen
& Bathroom
Remodeling
• Wood Flooring • Decks
• Wood Flooring • Decks

• Siding • Roofs • Masonry

• Siding • Roofs • Masonry

• Power Washing

McE's Home Services
Maintainance, Repairs, and Updates
Handyman Services
Licensed and Insured

HIC # 164430

508-524-6182
50508-brbrabr

brianmce@charter.net, mceshomeservices.com

Brian McElligott
North Street,
Upton,MA
Ma 01568
01568
Brian
McElligott 9216
Plumbley
Road, Upton,

BEST MULCH PRICES AROUND
MULCH • PAVERS
DECORATIVE STONE • LOAM

• Power Washing

• Gutter Repairs & Cleaning

• Gutter Repairs & Cleaning

• BasementFinishing
Finishing
• Basement
Detailed&&Meticulous
Meticulous
Detailed
ReasonableRates
Rates
Reasonable

Call
CallMauricio
Mauricio

508.202.8602
508.202.8602

FULLY INSURED

FULLY INSURED

MA HIC.#169427

MA HIC.#169427

Many local
references!

Basements
Decks
Kitchens
Bathrooms

Local & Family Owned
508-395-8369
aardvarksvcs@gmail.com

Homeowners who suspect an ant infestation should
contact a licensed pest professional who can identify ant
species and recommend a course of treatment. To learn
more about ants, please visit NoBugsNoPests.com.

Call for Competitive Pricing!

Visit us on Facebook:
CJCilleyConstruction

Architect available to help you with design plans.
Personal attention to each job.

Christopher Cilley
Licensed Builder

508-529-4112
508-868-0049

Hopkinton
Upton

POWER
WASHING
Maintain & Preserve Your Home & Property
Siding • Decks • Stairs • Walks • Roofs • Driveways

508-634-3300

www.cookfpi.com
252 Milford St,
Rte 140, Upton

Call to schedule

508-514-9900

PROTECT YOUR HOME NOW

Call WPC for preventative outside barrier this spring.
Quality Renovations &
Distinctive Building

Licensed
& insured.
All work
guaranteed.

Roofing Specialists
GEORGE J. CYR, JR.
ROOFING & SIDING
ADDITIONS & BASEMENTS
PORCHES & DECKS
CUSTOM INTERIOR
FINISH CARPENTRY

MAY 21, 2021

508.529.7601 (office)
508.951.3630 (cell)

geocccllc@gmail.com
Lic. #049619
Remodel #186331

WPC Pest &
Termite Control

Call today
508-435-2211
Don’t tolerate, ELIMINATE!
nobugsnopests.com
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Free Concerts All Summer Long

Dean’s List
The following local students
were named to the Dean’s List
at their respective schools.
Bob Jones University,
Greenville, S.C.: MendonMatthew Forget, a junior
majoring in Premed/Predent.

Mark Gilpin, CPA EA

Your Ease of Mind is our Priority
Save Money, Save Time, Save Stress

Over 25 Years
Experience in Tax
Preparation and

Hopkinton Center for the Arts (HCA) Summer Art Series
will include 21 free outdoor music concerts, three art exhibits,
and three theatrical presentations. The summer kicks-off with
the Corbett Family Summer Concert featuring Hot Acoustics
on Saturday, June 19. Concerts take place on Fridays and
Saturdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Families are welcome to bring
their own picnic and a blanket or chairs for their comfort. Food
trucks and artisan vendors will be on-site at select concerts. All
music concerts are free, but tickets are required by reserving at
HopArtsCenter.org. Donations to the HCA are appreciated.
The three theatrical events from Enter Stage Left Theater,

include Firebringer, a new stone age musical; a children’s
production of Willy Wonka Jr., and a night of one act plays in A
Play, a Pint, and a Pie. Tickets are available for purchase online.
And finally there are three free exhibits: Art in Bloom,
on display now through June 24; All the World’s a Stage, an
outdoor sculpture exhibit running from June 19 through
September 30; and an exhibition of the work of Linda Hoffman
& Ariel Matisse, July 5 through August 27.
The 2021 Summer Arts Series is generously sponsored in
part by Phipps Insurance Agency and MAPFRE Insurance.
Additional sponsors may contact Development Director Katie

Broach, katie@hopartscenter.org.

August 6-7, 13-14: Firebringer, a new stone age musical
(Theater)
August 20-21: Willy Wonka Jr. (Children’s Theater)
August 28: A Play, a Pint, and a Pie (One-Act Plays
September 3: Neil & The Vipers (Rock / Blues / Rockabilly /
Surf)
September 4: Drivin’ Blind (Rockin’ Blues)
September 10: Gary Backstrom (Rock / Jazz / R&B)
September 11: Bruce Marshall Group (Rock / Blues /
Rockabilly / Surf)
September 17: Zach Innis & The Honeybees (Country Rock)
September 18: Dwayne Haggins (Country Blues / Soul)
September 24: Michelle “Evil Gal” Wilson (Jazz Plus)
September 25: Rumble Kats (Rockin Blues)

2021 Summer Arts Series
June 19: Hot Acoustics (Classic Rock)
June 25: Willie J Laws (Texas Blues / R&B / Soul)
June 26: Nate Aronow Nextet (Jazz)
July 2: Erin Harpe & The Delta Swingers (Classic Rock / Blues)
July 3: Ken Willinger Quartet (Jazz)
July 9: Chris McDermott Band (International Jazz/Blues/Soul)
July 10: Michael Chasse Quartet (Jazz)
July 16: Chris Fitz Band (Memphis Blues)
July 17: Stoney’s Wicked Din (Jazz)
July 23: Ayla Brown with special guest Rob Bellamy (Country)
July 24: MetroWest Jazz Project (Jazz)
July 30: Back Pages (Classic / Modern Rock)
July 31: Racky Thomas Band (Country / Blues / Boogie)

Bookkeeping
Now Accepting New Clients
409 Fortune Blvd, Suite 204, Milford, MA 01757-1741
mark@gilpincpa.com or jeanne@gilpincpa.com
(508) 488-6110 (office), (508) 464-8500 (facsimile)

MHS Boosters Club Golf Tournament
Register today for Milford High School Boosters
Club 9th annual golf tournament to be held on
Thursday, June 17 at Shining Rock Golf Club in
Northbridge. This fun-filled day supports Milford
student-athletes and athletic department. Registration,
is $110 for a student golfer and $125 per adult golfer
or $660 for a foursome, includes 18 holes, a golf cart,

lunch, swag bag and raffles. Not a golfer but want
to support the fundraiser? A variety of sponsors are
being sought. To register to play or to be a sponsor
visit 9th-annual-scarlet-hawks-charity-golf-class.
perfectgolfevent.com/registration or email MBoosters@
milfordma.com.

David A. Pickering • Andrew D. Pickering
Funeral Directors

Offering dignified service
to those of all faiths in Upton and the
surrounding communities since 1902
�

45 MAIN STREET
UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01568

508-529-6992
www.uptonfunerals.com

Blackstone Valley Tech
Hosts Annual Golf Tourney
Calling all golfers, register now for BVT’s 22nd
annual golf tournament to be held on Monday, June
14, at Highfields Golf & Country Club. A fun-filled
day of golfing will benefit the Valley Tech Education
Foundation and Athletic Department activities and
programs.
Registration is $150 for an individual golfer $125
per person for foursomes, includes 18 holes on the
championship course, a golf cart, delicious snacks, a

silent auction, and raffles. Not a golfer? Sponsor a tee,
a putting green, or a cart to display a company name in
the program and during the event.
For all tournament details, to view sponsorship
opportunities, donate a raffle item, access the online
golfer registration and payment portal, visit ValleyTech.
k12.ma.us/golftournament. Register today.

www.facebook.com/thenevermindshop
Always
Buying Vinyl
Records
No collection
too small!
Records ,CDs, Posters • Buy - Sell - Trade

(508) 529-2525
1 Milford St (Rt 140 ), Upton, MA 01568
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West Hill Dam Reservations
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England
District announces that West Hill Dam in Uxbridge is now
accepting picnic shelter reservations for the 2021 summer
recreation season.
Permits will be offered from June 5 through September
5 and only those with approved permits can access the
picnic shelters due to limited vehicle access. Picnic shelter
use permits will be issued on a first-come, first-served basis

for activities such as graduation and birthday parties, small
reunions, and church or group events. There are two picnic
shelters which will be available on Saturdays and Sundays
only, and will require a $75 permit fee per shelter. Permits
can be obtained by calling Park Ranger Viola Bramel at
978-318-8417.
The Day Use Area, which includes the beaches,
swimming area, picnic tables and grills, will open for the

summer recreation season beginning June 5. Visitors to the
Day Use Area must park at the Project Office at 518 East
Hartford Ave., Uxbridge, and walk to the area. There will be
no Day Use Area entrance fee. Visitors to the Day Use Area
and people utilizing the picnic shelters must comply with
federal, state and local COVID-19 guidelines for outdoor
recreation. For more information, contact Bramel at 978318-8417.

Disc Golf Course Eyed for Consigli Land in Milford
Asam said he is working with the Conservation
Commission, Town Counsel Charles Boddy and Tree
Warden Charles Reneau to get all necessary approvals
to develop a nine-hole double basket course on the
42-acre property the town purchased back in 2002 for
recreational purposes. He also gained the support of
the Milford Community School Use Program and the
Milford Youth Center for the project. The course would
be laid out just east of the Upper Charles
To make sure there are no lingering environmental
effects from the junked vehicles that used to be there,
Asam had Enstrat Strategic Environmental Services of
Marlborough assess the site. “I did not observe impacts
to the property from the former stored items and believe
that conditions on the property are conducive to both
The proposed disc golf course planned for about 12 acres of the town- passive recreation and the proposed disc golf course,”
owned Consigli property just east of the Upper Charles Trail and consultant Thomas Luby stated. His form also
examined the site for the town when it was
Louisa Lake in Milford. Avery Johnson graphic
purchased.
By Kevin Rudden
“I
think this is going to improve the property,”
Staff Reporter/Columnist
Asam
said. “I really appreciate the enthusiasm the
Disc golf – a sport that is becoming increasingly popular
Park
Commission
has for this,” Selectman Paul
– may soon be played at the “Consigli” property next to
Mazzuchelli
said.
Louisa Lake on Dilla St. in Milford. James Asam, Parks and
It takes about 45 minutes to play a nine-hole
Recreation Administrator, outlined the idea to the Select
course,
according to Asam. The nearest disc golf
Board on April 26, calling it “a great addition for recreation in
courses
are between 15 minutes and 45 minutes
our town.”.
away
from
Milford, he noted. Asam said he’s been
Similar to golf, disc golf is played on nine-hole or 8-hole
playing
disc
golf for the past three or four years.
course. Instead of hitting a small ball with a club, players
throw a Frisbee-like flying disc at a target. The Professional
Disc Golf Association claims more than 120,000 members
play at more than 8,000 courses in 54 different countries.

Dream boldly

SUPPORT LOCAL
BUSINESSES WHENEVER
YOU CAN. THE TOWN CRIER,
TOO, IS A LOCAL BUSINESS.
WE ARE FUNDED BY THE
ADVERTISEMENTS OF THE
SMALL BUSINESSES IN OUR
COMMUNITY. SUPPORTING
THEM ALSO MEANS
SUPPORTING US.

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE
INSURANCE NEIGHBOR

with a Home Equity Line of
Credit from UniBank.
Home Equity
Line of Credit

3.25

%*

• No closing fees
• Apply at UniBank.com today!

APR
Scan to
apply!

O

ur family-owned and operated independent agency offers
only competitively priced and time-tested insurance products
designed to fit your individual needs. Specializing in home, auto,
business, condo and renters insurance since our establishment in 1950,
our agency is deeply rooted in the communities we serve and committed
to providing the very best of value for your hard-earned dollars. Whether
new to the area or a lifelong resident you will benefit from the sound
advice provided by our professional service advisers.

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270
www.unibank.com
Blackstone • Douglas • Grafton • Hopkinton
Milford • Shrewsbury • Sutton • Upton
Uxbridge • Whitinsville • Worcester
MEMBER FDIC/MEMBER DIF • UNIBANK NMLS #583135
*
Annual Percentage Rate (APR) effective as of the date of this publication and
is subject to change at any time. Offer of credit is subject to approval. The APR is
variable and based on WSJ Prime Rate minus 0.25%. Prime rate is currently 3.25% as
of March 11, 2021. Minimum APR is 3.25%. Maximum APR is 18%. Homeowners and
Flood insurance (where applicable) is required for the life of the loan. Offer available
on primary owner occupied 1-4 family residences only. Other terms, conditions, and
fees may apply.

MAY 21, 2021

Contact us today!
(508) 435-6388 • 80 Main Street, Hopkinton
www.PhippsInsurance.com

HOME • CONDO • RENTER • AUTO • BUSINESS
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Mendon Voters Support
Increasing Select Board

Mendon

Age Restricted Overlay District for Town Owned Fino Property Defeated
By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
For the 2022 Annual Town Election, Mendon residents will have the opportunity to elect three
members to the Select Board versus one. During the May 8 Annual Town Meeting, voters supported
a citizen’s petition to increase the number of those serving on the Select Board from three to five.
By a secret ballot vote of 113 to 51, voters passed the petition brought forward by resident Kathy
Schofield. As a result, during next year’s town election, there will now be three Select Board seats to
be voted in. The candidate receiving the highest number of votes shall serve a three-year term, the
candidate receiving the second highest number of votes will serve a two-year term, and the candidate
receiving the third highest number of votes will serve a one-year term. After that, as terms expire,
successors will be elected for terms of three years.
During the May 8 meeting, residents for and against the measure spoke up. Schofield stated the
town currently has a lot on its plate and more members could help with the workload. Furthermore,
she said additional members would create more perspective and an opportunity for residents with
different skill sets to serve on the Select Board.
Patrice Murphy stated there may be some people who want to serve on the Select Board but are
intimated to run against incumbents and increasing the number might change that. However, Select
Board member Mark Reil, who stated his opposition to the petition, explained he ran against an
incumbent and won.
Resident and Police Chief David Kurczy was opposed to the increase noting the current election
ballot has offices with no candidates running. Instead, he suggested a study be completed to see what
the pros and cons are of additional board members and then placing the question on a ballot.
Former Select Board member Michael Goddard ultimately felt expanding the Select Board from
three to five would be beneficial for the community and said he supported doing so. The measure
eventually passed.
There were two other citizen’s petitions on the warrant requesting changes to the town’s general
bylaws. Article 5 was a petition from the Historical Commission to amend Mendon’s Demo Delay
Bylaw, which included extending demolition delays from six months to 12 months.
The other petition, Article 6, was also being sponsored by the Historic Commission and was
seeking to clean up the Scenic Roads bylaw.
Both Articles 6 and 7 were passed over. Commission member Dan Byer explained that additional
information and discussion were necessary regarding both petitions and the Historical Commission
planned to bring them to a future town meeting.
Article 8 was to add an age restricted overlay district to a portion of the Fino Property but failed.
Town officials had discussed developing the property into a mixed use development that would
include over 55 housing and office and commercial space.
Resident Ken O’Brien spoke against the article stating the new district would be in direct
opposition of why the town purchased the land, which was for future municipal use.

Taft Public Library
Open to the Public
The Taft Public Library is now open to the public during regular hours. No appointments are
necessary. Patrons may now stop by in person to browse through the library collections on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Thursdays from 3 to 7 p.m.; Fridays from 12 noon to 5 p.m.
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
The library is following the current masking and social distancing protocols issued by the
Commonwealth. Occupancy is limited. Patrons are asked to keep their visits to 30 minutes or less.
Currently there is no computer access or seating available.

Mendon Senior
of the Year Nominations
The Mendon Council on Aging is now accepting nominations for the 2021 Senior of the Year.
Since 1978 some deserving resident or residents have been awarded the annual distinction. The
Senior of the Year should be 60 years or older, exemplify a spirit of public service and has made a
positive difference in the community. Written nominations will be accepted at the Mendon Senior
Center, 62 Providence St., Mendon 01756 until Tuesday, June 1. The award will be presented
in September. Nomination forms may be obtained at the Mendon Senior Center or by visiting
MendonMA.gov. For more information, call 508-478-6175.
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Friends Town-Wide
Progressive Yard Sale
The Friends of Mendon Elders progressive yard sale is back and
will take place Saturday, June 12 beginning at 7:30 a.m. Rain date is
June 13. The yard sale will begin at the Mendon Senior Center where
shoppers can purchase the Master List of Sales Directory with map
of the town included, for only $2 then progress throughout the entire
town. Over 40 homes participated in 2019 with folks coming from
miles around.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Friends are not taking any
donations this year, nor will they be holding a sale at the Senior
Center. However, residents may register to host a yard sale at their
address for $20 each. The Friends will do all the advertising and
publicity and provide an official laminated sign for each participating.
yard. Everyone should follow current State-wide COVID-19
requirements regarding the wearing of masks and adhering to safe
distance protocol.
To host a yard sale, pick up a registration form at the Senior Center,
Mendon post office or the Taft Public Library. Online registration
available at MendonMA.Gov. Register by June 3 to be listed in the
Master List of Yard Sales booklet.
Please assist the Mendon Senior Center by supporting this
Friends fundraiser. The Friends is a 501.c.3 non-profit supporting
the Mendon Senior Center programs and facility. Call Friends Vice
President Sue Carlson at 508-473-6614 or the Senior Center at 508478-6175 for more information.

Assessor’s Inspections
in Mendon
The Mendon Board of Assessors reminds all Mendon residents
and commercial property owners that it will start data collection to
assess all property changes that occurred during 2020 and the first
half of 2021. Fieldwork begins in June and will be done on weekdays,
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., until completed. The board’s representative, Bill
Beauregard, driving a 2019 Grey Nissan Sentra, License Plate
#1CLC68, will be performing most of the inspections. Due to
COVID-19, Beauregard will only be inspecting the exterior of
the structures and taking pictures. The Assessor’s Office will be
contacting property owners for interior information if need be. If
your property has experienced a change, i.e., new construction,
alterations, additions, demolitions, etc., you should expect a visit
and/or letter from the Assessors.
Anyone with questions or concerns, contact Principal Assessor
Jean Berthold at 508-473-2738.

Annual Household
Hazardous Waste Day and
Document Shredding Day
Mendon’s Household Hazardous Waste Day will be Saturday,
August 14 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at the Highway Department,
66 Providence St. This first come, first served event is for Mendon
residents only; proof of residency is required.
Accepted items for disposal include: oil-based paints, stains,
varnishes, strippers, solvents, automotive fluids and cleaners,
waste oil, degreasers, poisons, insecticides, herbicides, fungicides,
household cleaners, acids, polishes, photo chemicals, swimming pool
chemicals, antifreeze and adhesives.
Items not accepted are explosives, asbestos, empty containers,
shock sensitive materials, radioactive, ethological, biological, medical
waste, ammunition, fireworks, empty gas cylinders, button batteries,
mercury thermostats, fluorescent lights bulbs and car batteries.
The town’s trash hauler, E. L. Harvey, will be providing document
shredding event the same day as the Household Hazardous Waste
Day. Mendon residents can bring unwanted files, papers, old
documents and confidential documents for shredding. Residents will
have to option to watch their documents being shredded.
For more information, contact the Mendon Board of Health
Office, 508-634-2656, or visit MendonMA.gov.
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Mendon Senior Tax Exemption Approved
at the Town Meeting
By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
With very little discussion, Mendon residents supported a
new senior tax exemption program during the May 8 Annual
Town Meeting. This year’s meeting took place outdoors at
Miscoe Hill School with 178 registered voters in attendance.
As explained by Taxation Aid Committee Chair Aleina
Brugos during the May 8 meeting, many seniors throughout
the state are having a difficult time dealing with increased
taxes in their communities. As a result, the Committee
brought to voters the Means-Tested Senior Citizen Property
Tax Exemption program; Article 12 on the warrant.
The program works much like the state’s Circuit Breaker
Income Tax Credit program, which is based on the real estate
taxes paid on the property seniors own or rent and utilized as
their main residence. The Select Board will decide annually to
base the local exemption of 50 percent to 200 percent of the
Circuit Breaker Tax Credit.
Mendon homeowners will share the costs of proving the
exemption. Brugos estimated the average priced home in
Mendon will see a $50 increase to their taxes. The article
passed unanimously.
Land Usage Articles
Voters acted on two land usage articles. Article 13 was
seeking special legislation to authorize the Select Board to
utilize 8,100 square feet of land located on the northerly side
of George St. for municipal purposes. The land was gifted to

the town in 2015.
A number of residents, including Patrice Murphy, came out
against the article feeling, “It doesn’t set a good precedent,” she
said. The Land Use Committee was also against the measure.
Article 13 failed by majority vote.
Voters did agree to transfer the care, custody, and
management of 3.2 acres of town-owned land located at 52
Providence St. to the Select Board in Article 14.
Affordable Housing Coordinator Bill McHenry explained
the land is being set aside for an affordable housing
development that would offer one, two, and three-bedroom
housing units. Those with modest incomes, for example a
single person with a $56,000 annual salary, would qualify for
the housing. Article 14 passed by a majority vote.
Bylaw Amendments Approved
Several bylaw amendments were also up for vote as well,
including Articles 9, 10, and 11, which all passed.
Articles 9 and 10 amended the zoning and general bylaws,
respectively, regarding storm water. The amendments
included correcting typos and incorporating the state’s latest
recommended stormwater management guidelines for best
practices.
Article 11 amended the Open Space Communities
bylaw by clarifying sections of the bylaw; specifically in the
Monumentation and Ownership Options sections.

Mendon Town Hall Offices Open
By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
During a May 12 meeting, the Mendon Select Board agreed
to open Town Hall offices to the public effective May 17,
following the state’s occupancy guidelines.
According to Select Board Chair Mark Reil, the re-opening
has been a topic of conversation on various social media
outlets with some residents upset seeing other towns have
opened their offices or at least set a date to do so.
During the conversation, there was some discussion about
opening the offices on June 1, however, the Board had no
problem opening sooner and settled on the May 17 date.
Town Administrator Kim Newman said an email was
sent to Town Hall staff inquiring if anyone had concerns or
questions regarding the re-opening, to which she said there
were none.
Newman added offices could continue to use plexiglass at
customer service windows and plenty of masks were still on
hand for staff to utilize as well.
Newman added however, that she was uncertain about
opening the Library and the Senior Center and intended to
look into that further.
The Massachusetts state of emergency in response to the

Books Sale
Donations
The Friends of the Taft Public Library are
now accepting donations for their Spring
Used Book Sale. The sale will be held on
Saturday, June 12 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
outdoors at the Library, 29 North Ave. The
rain date is June 13.
Donations of gently used books are
now being accepted at the library through
Tuesday, June 1. Drop off the books in the
lower level of the library during normal
business hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Thursdays from 3 to
7 p.m.; Fridays from 12 noon to 5 p.m. and
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
No VHS tapes please.
Then make sure to visit the sale in June
12 to pick up some bargains for summer
reading.
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COVID-19 pandemic is being lifted by Governor Charlie
Baker on June 15. As more guidance is available from the
state concerning any protocols, town officials will decide how
meetings and town-related gatherings will be held. During the
pandemic town boards and committees met virtually.
As a result, Select Board member Lawney Tinio suggested
investing some money into better technology in case meetings
can stay hybrid.
The Select Board also attended the Board of Health’s
meeting later that evening to make certain its members were
comfortable with the May 17 opening. The Board of Health
agreed the date was acceptable.
Missy Kakela-Boisvert, Board of Health Senior
Administrative Assistant, reminded everyone that masks will
still be required for anyone entering the Town Hall. “Even
staff are supposed to still wear masks if they can’t maintain
social distancing,” agreed Newman.
Newman stated Town Hall staff has been vaccinated or
had the opportunity to be vaccinated. “Hopefully, those
who have decided not to be vaccinated are taking the proper
precautions that are within the guidelines,” she said.

Mendon Senior Center
The Mendon Senior Center is closed to
the public. However, certain services and
monthly events continue to be available or
scheduled. Please feel free to contact staff
by phone during operating hours at 508478-6175.
Thursday, May 27
Webinar, Meditation for Busy Minds,
Presenters Lisa Farnham and Janet Fontana.
Register at bcbsma.info/May27
Monday, May 31
Senior Center Closed for Memorial Day
Thursday Afternoons
Zoom Wellness Support Group with Gail
Bourassa, LMHC, 1:30 p.m. Open to women
in the area. Email Gail at
gbourassa@bellinghamma.org to receive
link to the next meeting.

Mendon Town Calendar
Due to the Covid-19 Virus, Mendon’s
Municipal Buildings have limited access.
Residents are encouraged to check the
town’s Web site at MendonMa.Gov/
Calendar/Month concerning the latest
status on posted meetings, including
cancelations or other special instructions
on agendas for virtual or call-in meetings.
For additional information needed, contact
the appropriate board or official by phone
or email.
Monday, May 24
Planning Board, Public Hearing, Subdivision
Plan for 29 Hartford Ave West, 7 p.m.
Planning Board, Public Hearing for 35
Cape Rd Site Plan Review/Special Permit
Continued, 7 p.m.
Monday, May 31
Town offices closed for Memorial Day
Tuesday, June 8
Select Board, 6 p.m.

Mendon Senior Center Trip
Mendon Senior Center’s next trip is
to Branson, Missouri for nine days and
eight nights, from Sept. 25 through Oct
3. We will see the Jesus Show at the Sight
and Sound Theater plus admission to six

other daytime shows and evening shows;
one dinner show is aboard the Showboat
Branson Belle. The cost of this trip is
$880, which is less than $100 a day and
includes most of your meals, admission

to all the shows, hotel accommodations,
round trip transportation and driver
gratuity. For more information call
Sue Carlson at 508-473-6614 or email
friendsofmendonelders@verizon.net.

Month of October
Buy 3 get one free!
Shocks & Struts

42 Congress Street, Milford
508-473-5511
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Upton Approves Community
Center at the Polls

Upton Okays Additional School
Funding; FY22 Budget

By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
Upton will have a new Community Center after residents passed a question on the
May 11 Annual Town Election ballot. A total of 1,550 registered voters, or 26 percent,
participated in Upton’s Election. This year, the polls were located at the Town Hall
instead of Nipmuc Regional High School.
By a vote of 806 to 726, residents passed a debt exclusion which will construct a new
$12 million facility on Milford St. that will house the Library and the Senior Center. The
tax impact is expected to be approximately $170 for the average home in Upton.
A number of elected offices on the ballot were contested and included a race between
Michelle Antinarelli and Katherine Robertson for the five-year Planning Board seat;
Robertson won by a vote of 916 to 443.
Additionally, Antinarelli ran against incumbent Al Holman for the Board of Health’s
three-year seat; Holman won by a vote of 856 to 542.
Incumbent Debra Amorelli will retain her seat on the Recreation Commission for
three years, beating challenger Amy Mullins by a vote of 738 to 506.
Other seats on the ballot were uncontested and included Brett Simas for Board of
Selectman for three years who received 1,159 votes, David Loeper for Town Moderator
received 1,272 votes, Kelly McElreath for Assessor for three years received 1,278 votes,
Vikki Ludwigson received 1,147 votes for Mendon Upton Regional School Committee,
and Edward Phillips for Cemetery Commission for three years received 1,190 votes.
John Robertson, William Taylor, and Laurie Wodin for three Library Trustees for
three years received
1,121, 1,065, and 1,098
votes, respectively.
Also, Sadalit Van
Buren received 1,061
votes for Library Trustee
for one year, Linda Jones
received 1,156 votes for
the five-year Housing
Authority seat, and Deb
Scherer-Teta received
1,138 votes for Trust
Fund Commissioner.

By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
A total of 386 registered voters in town passed additional funding for the Regional
School District as well as the Fiscal Year 2022 budget during the town’s May 8 Annual
Town Meeting. Both articles were among a number of other financial articles that were
voted on during the Saturday morning meeting.
One of the longer debates during the meeting was regarding Article 7, which was
requesting $436,497 to fund the additional operational appropriation for the Mendon
Upton Regional School District.
The MURSD was requesting $1,487,139, a 12.17 percent increase from Upton.
Instead of putting an override before voters, the Board of Selectmen decided to take
funding from various sources to fulfill the request, including the $436,497 which was
initially designated to reimburse the Stabilization Account for last year’s funding to the
schools.
Superintendent Joseph Maruszczak stated the additional assessment is “direly
needed.” He explained that state funding for the School District has continued to
diminish over the years, placing a bigger burden on Mendon and Upton. A number
of years ago he said 55 percent of the budget was funded through Chapter 70 funds of
state funds. “This year, it’s now at 28 percent,” he said.
The Finance Committee voted by a majority not to support the Article. Committee
Chair Paul Flaherty explained this would be the second year in a row the town would
take one-time funding to cover an ongoing expense. “That is not sustainable,” he said.
Selectman Stephen Matellian stated he would not support the funding. “We’re in
this cycle of override after override,” he said. The Selectman said in 2015, the town’s
compensation toward the School District was $8.4 million and if Article 7 passed, that
number will be more than $13 million. “We cannot continue to absorb these types of
hits on the taxpayer.”
However, Maruszczak disagreed with Matellian’s statement of override and after
override, noting the last two overrides for the MURSD were in 2011 and 2015. “In 2015
we stated we would not come back for another override for another five years,” he said.
“For the 2021 fiscal year, we did have an override request, but the simple fact is the
pandemic broke and the School Committee recertified its budget at dramatically lower
rate.”
After some additional discussion, Article 7 passed.
Article 2B was the FY22 totaling $25,352,659, an increase of $1,258,243 or 5.2 percent
over last year. After several holds and then explanations on certain line items that were
increased, residents passed the budget.
Other money requests that were passed included Article 10 to fund additional
costs to the snow and ice budget for $50,000 and Article 13 which was asking for an
additional $5,000 for the Conservation Fund.
Voters approved spending $55,000 in Article 20 to purchase a pick-up truck for the
Water/Wastewater division Articles 21 and 22 were requests from the Fire Department.
$24,000 in Article 21 upgrade the Fire Department record management system to
integrate with the Police Department, $11,500 in Article 22 to buy three sets of personal
protective firefighter gear, and $7,000 in Article 23 to funded a geese management
program for an area of Kiwanis Beach. Article 24, which was to purchase a scanner for
the Board of Health for $10,000 was withdrawn.
A number of Community Preservation Act funding requests were also passed and
included Article 12F seeking $2,100 to purchase and install a granite bench at Heritage
Park to honor Barbara Burke.
Also, voters passed Article 18 giving Selectmen control over a town-owned 100-acre
parcel on North St. The Board may consider selling the land to a developer in an effort
to bring in additional revenues to the town.

A proposed layout for the
new Upton Community
Center that will house the
town’s library and senior
center. Voters approved
the $12 million project
at the Annual Town
Meeting and Annual
Town Election. Turowski2
Architecture graphics

◆ Upton Community Center from front page
“This project makes sense for the Town of Upton,” he said. “The Friends of the
Library and the Library Trustees have for the last 20 years tried to push forward a new
library in many different variations; merging with Mendon, through grants. The COA
and Director have done their best to provide functions and services in a small area and
I thank them for that. It’s time to move forward and time to move on.”
Selectman Chair Brett Simas agreed saying, “This Community Center is critical. I
think our community values also represent investing in our 55 and older population
and investing in our families and that’s exactly what the Community Center does.”
However, not everyone was on board. Michelle Antinarelli, a Library Trustee, was
not in favor of the project at this time and suggested taking a step back and rethinking
it. “This is not a Community Center. It’s a Library slash Senior Center,” she said.
Antinarelli also felt the location of the new building would be imposing on the VFW’s
location.
The United Parish of Upton Food Pantry is open Tuesday, May 11 and 25 from 9:30
However, Library Trustee Laurie Wodin disagreed, noting there was enough space in
to 11 a.m. For information call the Church Administrator, 508-529-3192.
the proposed Community Center to hold various events and programming for all.
Mike Marchand felt it was important for residents to also think about the
community’s other needs coming down the pike and what they will cost taxpayers.
“I have no doubt we need a new library and senior center,” he said. “We also need
an addition to the DPW; there’s talk of a new school. I have not heard one peep
about capital needs. When we take votes like the one today, we need to think about
all that down the road.”
Part Time Jobs
Eventually, Article 11 passed. Three days later, the Community Center ballot
Flexible Hours
question,
required for a Proposition 2 ½ debt exclusion, also passed at the polls.
Must have car
Also
on
the warrant were two other articles related to the Community Center.
Work in Milford, Ma area
Article
11B
was to enter into a lease agreement with the VFW for shared parking.
Call PRIMARY HOME CARE
And Article 11C was to fund a new playground at the rear of the new Community
at
Center with CPA funding for up to $520,000. Residents passed both 11B and 11C.
(508) 478-3500
for more information

United Parish Food Pantry

HOMEMAKERS/
PC AIDES WANTED
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Upton to Fund Ramp for Risteen Building
Three Other Petitions Were Not Approved
By Michelle Sanford
Staff Reporter
There were several citizen’s petition on Upton’s Annual
Town Meeting warrant, involving accessibility to the
Knowlton Risteen Building, funding for the town’s Other
Post Employment Benefits account, and enacting term
limits for elected offices. Upton’s Annual Town Meeting
took place on the morning of May 8 with 386 voters in
attendance.
The first citizen’s petition, Article 26, was seeking
$45,000 in order to provide an accessible ramp and
entrance into the Risteen Building. The petitioner, Lyn
Haggerty, said the measure was important because it
involved inclusion.
She added ADA compliancy is a federal law for all new
and standing municipal buildings and has been required
since 1995. Although the ramp would not make the
Risteen Building completely compliant, Haggerty said it
was a step toward it.
Christine Conrad asked if the town was moving forward
with the Community Center, why the ramp was needed.
Dan Lazarz who does regular ADA consulting as part of
his job, said the town “is wildly out of compliance with
the Risteen Building with regard to access,” he said. There

are still tenants in the building and it’s a public building
he explained. “If we’re going to keep it open, we should
consider the ramp,” he said.
Bob Fleming noted the Risteen Building is not in great
condition and the town will need to address that issue in
the near future by either revitalizing it “or sadly remove the
building,” he said. The ramp petition passed by majority.
Michelle Antinarelli was the petitioner for the next three
articles. Initially Article 27 was to annually budget and
appropriate the Actuarial Determined Employer Amount
into the Other Post Employment Benefits Trust. Typically,
the amount transferred into OPEB is $100,000 annually.
However, during discussion on the article, Antinarelli
asked if the petition could be amended asking the
Selectmen to complete a study of the OPEB account and
develop a plan to add more than $100,000 to the account
each year. When Antinarelli was told she could not make
the amendment, she asked that her petition be tabled.
Regarding Article 28, Antinarelli was seeking term
limits on elected town offices not to exceed three
consecutive terms. She explained the move provides more
opportunities for residents to become involved in town
government. “It’s important we encourage participation in
town government. None of these were meant to be lifetime

Deliveries by the
Upton Easter Bunny

appointments. Local governance is not meant to be a
career,” she said.
Former Selectman Robert Fleming, who served 27
years in the office, said the petition serves no purpose
whatsoever and offensive to those who have served in
elected office for years. “You’re going to take that person
who’s committed time away from their family and their
dedication and say thanks for your nine years, but we
don’t need you anymore. That’s an insult to those who
are committed to this town,” he said. The petition was
eventually voted down.
Antinarelli’s third petition, Article 29, aimed to limit the
successive length of service from long-serving members
of boards and committees. Again, Antinarelli believed the
measure would provide more opportunities for interested
residents to become active in town government.
Once again, Fleming stated his opposition to the
petition. Fleming said he had a problem with casting away
someone from a town board of commission who has years
of knowledge to offer. “You’re going to ask them to step
aside for somebody who has no knowledge and you’re
going to void that knowledge or that availability to the
town.” The petition did not pass.

The Upton Center

For 14 years, the Upton Men’s Club and Upton Police have partnered to sponsor the
town’s annual Easter Egg Hunt. In order to continue this fun event and maintain social
distancing, the Easter Bunny did home deliveries this year!
Families that pre-registered on the Upton Men’s Club website were visited by the
Easter Bunny on Saturday, April 11. Escorted in a police cruiser and waving out the
window to people around town, the Easter Bunny went house to house and delivered
3000 eggs filled with toys and candy. “We wanted to continue our Easter Egg Hunt
tradition and give the kids something fun to do,” Bob Drainville of the Upton Men’s
Club.

The Upton Center continues to be closed to the public. However, certain services
are still available and staff may be reached by phone during operating hours.
Please call the Upton Center at 508-529-4558 for more information or questions.
Facebook Fridays:

Thursday, May 26
Price Chopper, Hopkinton, 9:15 a.m.

Friday, May 21
Legal Tips for Getting Your Affairs
in Order, Google The Upton Center
Facebook page and watch live, 1:30
p.m.
Friday, May 28
Wendy Reid will join us to share tips
on the many benefits of exercise for
seniors. Google The Upton Center
Facebook page and watch live, 1:30
p.m.
Shopping Trips for May:
Time spent in the stores is typically 60
to 90 minutes. Please register at least
two days ahead and choose one store
for drop off/pick up. Destinations/
times may change.

Other May Events:
Tuesdays
Weekly walks, weather permitting.
Starting at Upton Center, 10:30 a.m.
Call Upton Center to register
Wednesday, May 26
Blood Pressure Checks, 12:30 p.m. Call
Center by May 24.
Friday, May 28
Trip to JJ’s Ice Cream & Kelly’s Farm
Stand, 1:45 p.m. Call Center by May 25
to RSVP.
Monday, May 31
Upton Center closed for Memorial Day

Monday, May 24
Shaw’s, Job Lots, Walmart Loop,
Northbridge, 9:15 a.m.

Getting ready to deliver 3000 Easter eggs filled with toys and candy to youngsters are, l-r,
Upton Patrolman Matt Rankins, Bob Drainville of the Upton Men’s Club and the Easter
Bunny (aka Chief Michael Bradley). Upton Men’s Club photo

LIQUOR PLUS

Notorious Pink Del’s Narragansett
Blush Grenache

Summer Shandy

$15.99 750 ml

16oz. 6pk can

New Item

6 O’Clock

London Dry Gin &
Tonic - ready to drink

$4.99 200ml can
7% ABV

The Easter Bunny, getting a ride with the Upton Police Department, delivered some treats
to youngsters at a home in Upton. The deliveries took the place of the annual Easter Egg
Hunt sponsored by the Upton Men’s Club and the Upton Police. Upton Men’s Club photo
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$9.99 +dep
New Item

Two Stacks
Irish Whiskey
Dram in a can
4 x 100ml cans

$18.99

Gift
Certificates

High Noon
Hard Seltzer

Mixed 12pk can

$19.99

New Item

Yealands

Marlborough New Zealand
Sauvignon Blanc Rosé

$11.99 750 ml

125 MAIN ST., UPTON • 508-529-6196
Mon-Sat: 8:30 am - 9:00 pm • • Sun. 12pm - 6pm
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Upton Passes School Budget without Override, Mendon Takes it the Polls
By Scott Calzolaio
Staff Reporter
The Mendon-Upton School Committee certified a
$39,990,339 proposal on March 15 for Fiscal Year 2022.
That figure represents a 6.64 percent, or nearly $2.5
million increase over the FY 21 budget.
“But if you recall, almost to the dollar, prior to the
pandemic, the original FY 21 budget request was in that
exact range,” Superintendent Joseph Marusczcak said
during a school committee meeting. “And remember this is
merely to keep level services.”
Beyond level services, the district is also facing a number
of unanticipated needs, which means hiring additional
personnel. Facing increased enrollment, a new 4th grade

As of the May 21 Upton Mendon Town Crier deadline,
town meeting voters in Mendon agreed in an 85 to 71
vote to support the Proposition 2 ½ override. Since a vote
at the polls is also required for this type of override, the
question is included on the Annual Town Election Ballot.
Mendon voters went to the polls on Tuesday May 18. But
the results of that election were not available in time for
this publication.
The election results will be posted on Facebook Town
Crier Publications. A complete article on the election
results will be printed in the June 4 Upton Mendon Town
Crier.

teacher will need to be hired for Memorial School.
Recovering from the pandemic will also require
the hiring of two Adjustment Counselors, and two
Instructional Coaches on the elementary level.
Also, an effort to recover two positions lost due to
the pandemic had school officials include reinstating a
librarian at Nipmuc Regional High School, and a district
tech assistant.
Upton passed the operational budget request of
$13,710,517, an increase of almost $1.5 over Fiscal Year
2021. A portion of their share was allocated from a free
cash account, avoiding an override.
On May 8, Mendon held its Annual Town Meeting.
One the articles asked voters to approve a to vote on the
$803,338 Proposition 2 ½ override for the school budget.

Vaccine Clinic for Students 12+ at Nipmuc
By Scott Calzolaio
Staff Reporter
The Worcester County Vaccination Collaborative is
preparing for another local effort to get the students in the
Mendon Upton Regional School district vaccinated against
COVID-19.
The Collaborative will host a second student vaccination
clinic at Nipmuc Regional High School for students age 12
years and older on Saturday, May 22, from 10 to 2 p.m.
To make an appointment for the clinic, visit
MAimmunizations.org. Searches can be done by zip code
and date to find the Nipmuc listing and check for available
openings.
Originally booked for 500 openings, the operation can
be expanded to 1,000 if needed. The manufacturer of the
vaccination at this site is Pfizer, the only COVID-19 vaccine
approved by the federal Centers for Disease Control and

Nurse Leslie McInnis. Massachusetts Governor Charlie
Baker has been invited to the May 22 clinic, but he has not
yet responded to the invitation.
The clinic will return to administer the second dose of
the Pfizer vaccine on Saturday, June 12 to complete the
vaccination process.
In a related matter, the officials said the district is
awaiting new COVID-19 guidelines regarding social
distancing and wearing masks from the state Department
of Elementary and Secondary Education. The current
protocols will continue to be followed until new directives
are issued. Once the new directives are issued they will
be shared with parents and students. On Tuesday, May 18
Governor Baker announced that students no longer need to
wear masks for outdoor activities like recess and can now
share objects in the classroom.

Prevention (CDC) to be administered to the over 12 years
of age group.
This time around, said Superintendent of Schools, Joseph
Marusczcak, said there will be an added bonus to getting
the shot.
“Every student, along with a parent, will a free lunch,” he
said during the Monday, May 17 Mendon Upton Regional
School District School Committee meeting.
He said three food trucks will be at the clinic, so
participants will have a variety of items to choose from, and
an ice cream truck will be there for dessert.
“I think this is a really good opportunity for the parents
of our middle school and high school students that have
not had a chance to get vaccinated to get it done,” said
Marusczcak.
The clinic has been organized by Mendon Upton
Regional School District Nursing Coordinator and School

Mendon Senior of the Year Nominations
The Mendon Council on Aging is now accepting
nominations for the 2021 Senior of the Year. Since 1978
some deserving resident or residents have been awarded
the annual distinction. The Senior of the Year should be
60 years or older, exemplify a spirit of public service and
has made a positive difference in the community. Written

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

DONATE YOUR CAR
877-630-1094
FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE
Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

nominations will be accepted at the Mendon Senior Center,
62 Providence St., Mendon 01756 until Tuesday, June 1.
The award will be presented in September. Nomination
forms may be obtained at the Mendon Senior Center or by
visiting MendonMA.gov. For more information, call 508478-6175.

KELLY’S Farm

Family

“Your old-fashioned Farm Stand Experience since 1936”

TIME TO START PLANTING!

Hanging Baskets - Annuals - Perennials - Vegetable Plants Large Planters - Geraniums and other Assorted Flowers
OP EN
PLANTS & HANGING PLANTS 7 DAYS !!
Fruits, vegetables, fresh baked goods,
chicken pies, peanut butter & honey

Ask About A FREE 3 Day
Vacation Voucher To Over
20 Destinations!!!

DON’T FORGET Rte. 140
Upton, MA
MEMORIAL
DAY!
508-529-4564

Crafter
Space
Available
Home • Auto • Business
Workers Comp

Butterfly
Shop

Howard or Barbara Rutfield
info@rutfieldinsurance.com

508.839.1500
www.rutfieldinsurance.com

Unique Handcrafted Gifts

33 Main Street • Upton, MA 01568
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Sports
SPORTS FLASH
By Chris Villani

A Breath of Fresh Air for
Spring Athletes

For the first time since high school athletics
returned in the fall, students will be able to participate in their sports without wearing
a mask. The change brings yet another welcome sign of normalcy in what has been a
tumultuous year for students and their families.
“Any step that is taken that sort of reminds us of what it used to be like is a good thing,”
said Nipmuc Athletic Director Chris Schmidt. “But, all in all, I think the kids, as they
always do, they dealt well with it.”
Other than the occasional reminder and some logistical challenges for football players,
lacrosse players, and baseball catches who needed to figure out how to wear a mask along
with a helmet and mouth guard, Schmidt said there were no issues when it came to athletes
competing in masks.
Under the latest guidance from Gov. Charlie Baker and the Massachusetts Executive
Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA), the Massachusetts Interscholastic
Athletic Association (MIAA) unanimously voted to ditch the mask requirements for
athletes in all sports that compete outdoors.
Athletes on spring teams do not have to wear masks while playing or practicing, nor do

their teammates on the bench. Fans, coaches, referees, umpires, and other officials who are
able to social distance outdoors can ditch the face coverings as well.
The change will not affect fans and staff indoors, who will still have to mask up when
they are watching their teams compete. Boys volleyball is the only local indoor sport run
during the spring. Schmidt said Nipmuc students will be able to compete sans masks right
away, but will still need to wear face coverings when they are on the buses to games.
There were no other immediate changes to the rules governing high school sports,
but the MIAA said Monday that could change as the EEA guidance evolves and more
restrictions are limited.
With Gov. Baker set to fully reopen the state effective May 29 and rescind the gathering
limit, it will also pave the way for unlimited capacity for spring teams as they finish their
regular seasons and look ahead towards the playoffs.
Schmidt said Nipmuc will welcome as many fans as possible, but they will need to wear
a mask if they cannot maintain social distancing. He said it likely will not be an issue for
outdoor sports and welcomed the positive development.
“You’ll see more students, you’ll see more family members, and at the end of the day I
think that’s what we all want,” Schmidt said. “We enjoyed the games where there were a lot
of fans cheering and the kids fed off of that. The days of the quiet basketball game, knock
on wood, are behind us.”

BVT Girls LAX Happy to Be Back After Missed Year
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Blackstone Valley Tech girls’ lacrosse head coach Sam
Coonan described the 2021 season as “interesting.” From
an unusual schedule, to an abbreviated and delayed year,
to seeing players for the first time in two years, very little
about the Beavers’ year has been normal.
“My current seniors were sophomores the last time I saw
them and the juniors were freshmen,” Coonan said. “And
we are playing teams that we have not played in the past, so
it’s definitely been an interesting season.”
And, of course, BVT and its fellow teams are all
donning masks, but none of that has dampened Coonan’s
enthusiasm for the return to the field.
“It’s great to be back,” she said. “If this is what we have to
do to have a season, then this is what we have to do.”

BVT has found success early on with a 3-1 record that
includes wins over a couple of familiar foes in Bay Path and
Advanced Math and Science Academy. The Beavers nearly
knocked off Tantasqua, ultimately falling by a single goal.
Coonan said her roster is a mix of experienced players
who played in the offseason and newer athletes who are
catching up a little bit after missing out on 2020. Still, there
have been a number of standouts.
Emily Valoras, a senior, has been one of the team’s
top scorers. Junior Maggie McCann has played well and
Coonan said sophomore Sarah Trumm has been a hit in
her first year.
“She is doing outstanding,” Coonan said. “She is an allaround great player.”
Valley Tech has a dozen seniors on the roster and many
of them have helped hold down the team’s defense. Rachel
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BVT Track Fields Huge Team
During Spring Season
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Blackstone Valley Tech track and field coach Barry Coonan describes his 2021 team
as being “like an army.” The Beavers had 125 athletes between the girls’ and boys’ teams,
showing dedication and finding success during the abbreviated spring season.
“We had 125 kids come out for the team and show up every single day,” Coonan said.
“We had some kids who were really good leaders out there and I was very, very, very
happy with that.”
The sense of dedication among the teams was palpable, Coonan said, and he noticed
some significant improvements from athletes he had not seen in two years.
“Some of these kids were sophomores in 2019 and now they are older and stronger and
faster,” he said. “It was like, ‘wow, where did these kids come from?’”
Leading the way in the shot put and the discus for the girls was Hayley Vecchione, who
Coonan said will qualify for the district meet if it takes place. Speaking last weekend, he
was not sure whether there would be a traditional postseason for track and field.
Kat Kloczkowski has continued a strong career as a thrower as well, standing out
in both the javelin and the shot put. Molly Curley is another solid point scorer for the
Beavers in the low and high hurdle events.
On the boys’ side, junior Josh Matteo broke the school record in the hurdles and long
jumped more than 22 feet. He is starting to draw some attention for his performances,
Coonan said.
Senior captain Grant Van Dyke has been a leader for Valley Tech and has provided
standout performances in both the half mile and mile events.
Coonan said it was good to have the team back together following a year of social
distancing and seeing most of his students either on a computer screen or from behind a
mask.
“They lost almost two years,” he said. “They were very happy to be out there, even with
the obstacle of the mask. They work hard and I don’t really have to say anything.”
The girls won their first three meets of the season and the boys earned victories in
two out of three. Coonan said the teams have been able to meet their goals and set the
foundation for a strong season next year.
“We saw the development of a lot of kids, which I am really happy with,” he said. “We
have a big freshman class and they got a good taste of it.”

Dude, Jada-Jane Chapman and Isabella Cacavelli have all
played well on that end of the field.
“Their leadership on the field has been great,” Coonan
said.
They have also helped mentor freshman Ella Rogozenski,
who has joined the team after being called up from junior
varsity and has seen time over the past couple of games.
Coonan said the team’s focus will be on trying to play
good complimentary lacrosse, with the midfield helping the
defenders and feeding the attack. She wants the team to be
in a strong position going into tournament time and for her
players to make the most of their first chance to play since
2019.
“We want to enjoy what’s left of our short season,”
Coonan said. “It’s been great being back on the lacrosse
field.”
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Nipmuc/BVT Volleyball
Starts Fast

Strong Defense Anchors BVT Boys
Lacrosse

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Nipmuc/Blackstone Valley Tech boys’ volleyball co-op won five of its first six
games, getting off to a fast start in an abbreviated 2021 spring season.
“I honestly think this will be a good building year because I think the kids are having
fun,” said head coach Brian Gerard. “I think they are seeing what a different sport this is
from gym class, the competitive nature of it, and I certainly hope they do something to
build on this success in the off season.”
But Gerard’s team is finding success in the present as well as building for the future.
The young team does not have a single senior, and is being led by co-captains Cody
Porter and Carter Beard, who attend Nipmuc and BVT, respectively.
“They have played club volleyball the past two years,” Gerard said. “They are my two
pillars and everybody else revolves around them.”
Gerard praised the team’s athleticism and said about half of the roster has some
experience playing competitive volleyball. Some of the newer players on the team have
been pleasant surprises for the head coach, including Drew Johnson, who had not
played before this season.
“He is one of the tallest kids on the team so we have him in the middle,” Gerard said.
“The first couple of weeks he was struggling with getting on top of the ball and hitting it
down, but the past week and a half you can see it, he is starting to get good swings and
his serving is improving immensely.”
Andrew Konicki has been another bright spot. He emailed Gerard before the season
and say that, while he had never played volleyball before, he thought he could bring
something to the team with his athletic ability.
“He has picked up the passing form well,” Gerard said. “And when he jumps, he hangs
in the air. He has quite the leaping ability so we are working him more on the outside
because he can hang up there so long.”
Gerard said he has been rotating about eight or nine players in most matches in an
effort to allow his younger players the chance to gain more experience.
“I’ve got some athletic kids, no question about that and we are working hard in
practices to polish some of the basic skills,” he said. “Hopefully some of these kids will
play club in the offseason and get more experience.”

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Blackstone Valley Tech boys’ lacrosse head coach Andrew Barksdale was not quite
sure what to expect from his team after missing the 2020 season. But despite the year
off, he said he was pleasantly surprised by what his players were able to bring to the
field this spring.
“I thought the kids might be a little more out of shape than they were, but I was
surprised, which was a good thing,” Barksdale said. “I have a group of kids this year
who never give up, no matter what the score is or what’s going on.”
The Beavers started the 10-game season 1-3 and early on the defense has emerged as
a strength.
Senior Jack Kinsella, junior Paul Hardcastle and long-stick midfielder Kyle Vaughan
have all been stalwarts for Valley Tech defensively.
The Beavers have a mix of newer and more experienced players dotting the rest of
the field. Alec Kaminski-Miller has been strong in the midfield and freshmen Jackson
Mastroianni has emerged on the attack.
“He has been really good for us over the first four games,” Barksdale said of the
freshman.
Connor Matson has been key on clears for Valley Tech, the coach said, and Ben
Hardcastle is another attack man who has been strong during the first part of the
season.
Barksdale said he would like to see a bit more offensive production as the midway
point of the year approaches.
“We have scored a bit but not as much as I would like,” he said. “Two years ago we
had a strong offense and a really successful season and I am trying to bring back some
of what we did with the guys we have now. It’s nothing that can’t be done.”
Barksdale said the goals for this season are simple: to take it one game at a time and
navigate a challenging schedule.
“I tell the kids each week is a new schedule and we are 0-0,” he said. “We just have to
go out and work hard and win.”
Despite having a tough slate, Barksdale said stringing together some victories down
the stretch is within reach.
“I am trying to build the kids up to realize that we can do our best and win every
game from here on out,” he said. “That’s a reality and something that is right in front of
them.”

IMPERIALCARS.com
MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9-9, FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 9-6, SUNDAY: 12-6 | 508-488-2382

ALL VEHICLES
ARE IMPERIAL
CERTIFIED
FIVE DAY
VEHICLE
EXCHANGE
FREE CAR FAX
REPORT

PURCHASE FROM YOUR HOME -

WE'LL BRING THE TEST DRIVE TO YOU!

WITH NEW ENGLAND’S LARGEST INVENTORY!
2017 TOYOTA

TACOMA TRD
As low
as

$117/wk

2017 GMC

ACADIA SUV
As low
as

$104/wk

2016 HONDA

2017 LEXUS

CR-V EX AWD

RX 350 SUV

As low
as

$104/wk

OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENTS ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

Mike Penner
General Manager

As low
as

2018 TOYOTA

RAV4 AWD SUV
As low
as

$64/wk

$64/wk

2014 NISSAN

ALTIMA 2.5

As low
as

$24/wk

2020 CHEVY

EQUINOX SUV
As low
as

$81/wk

#TP0800R • 4X4, ALLOYS, BLUETOOTH

#42288 • AWD, DENALI, ALLOYS, V6

#H02039V • NAV, SUNROOF, LEATHER

#D11271A • HEATED SEATS, SUNROOF

#TP0798 • LE TRIM, BACK-UP CAM

#H1983A • BLUETOOTH, GREAT ON GAS

#42312V • AWD, ALLOYS, LT TRIM

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2018 FORD

2016 JEEP

2017 CHEVY

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

2019 CHEVY

2014 DODGE

$43,625

$

35,977

$44,600

$

32,477

$45,620

$

32,477

$33,650

F-150 XLT 4x4 WRANGLER 4x4 IMPALA SEDAN
As low
as

$124/wk

As low
as

$88/wk

As low
as

$55/wk

#C13720 • CHROME WHEELS, NAV, V6

#21143A • JK UNLIMITED SAHARA, V6

#41995A • LT TRIM, 19” ALLOYS, V6

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$44,945

$

37,977

2019 JEEP

CHEROKEE 4x4
As low
as

$64/wk

$41,070

$

27,877

2016 GMC

SIERRA 1500
As low
as

$110/wk

$29,620

$

18,477

2017 HYUNDAI

$

20,977

OVER 380

$36,225

$

20,977

SILVERADO 1500
As low
as

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

CAR FAX
ONE-OWNER
®

$124/wk

$

8,647

DART SXT

As low
as

$24/wk

$34,085

$

25,977

2018 FORD

ESCAPE AWD
As low
as

$62/wk

#C42167V • 4X4, ALLOYS, TURBO

#P13701A • SUNROOF, BACK-UP CAM

#P13628L • ALLOYS, SEL, SUNROOF

VEHICLES!!

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2018 HYUNDAI

2016 CHEVY

2017 HYUNDAI

2020 JEEP

$44,750

$

37,977

SANTA FE SUV ELANTRA SEL CRUZE SEDAN
As low
as

$57/wk

$24,350

As low
as

As low
as

$48/wk

$33/wk

$19,995

$

8,677

$29,850

$

20,577

TUCSON SUV GRAND CHEROKEE
As low
as

$69/wk

As low
as

$102/wk

#D11475V • LATITUDE TRIM, LEATHER

#C42147V • ALLOYS, BEDLINER, V8

#H21340A • SPORT, ALLOYS, AWD

#SH21312A • ALLOYS, BLUETOOTH

#41232B • LIMITED, ALLOYS, TURBO

#H02074V • LIMITED, AWD, ALLOYS

#C0544R • ALLOYS, 4X4, LAREDO

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$30,835

$

20,977

$39,400

$

33,977

$34,305

$

18,977

$21,650

$

16,477

$21,995

$

12,377

$31,370

$

22,377

$39,950

$

31,677

SHOP AND COMPARE OVER 1,700 VEHICLES - IN ONE LOCATION! STARTING AT ONLY $6,977 // WE SELL MORE, SO YOU SAVE MORE!!!
SALE ENDS 05/29/21. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2011 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.
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