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Vandersluis’ Named Mendon Seniors of the Year
By Scott Calzolaio
Town Crier Reporter
Anyone driving by the Mendon Senior Center has seen
the news already - John and Ann Vandersluis have been
named Mendon’s Seniors of the year.
The annual acknowledgement is something the Council
on Aging takes seriously, said Director of the Council on
Aging, Amy Wilson Kent.
“From the Council on Aging, we are all very pleased
to announce that these two were chosen,” she said in an
interview with the Town Crier. “It’s very well deserved.”
The sign in front of the Senior Center celebrates their
new recognition. In addition, the couple will be presented
citations from the Senate and the House of Representatives
during a ceremony on Sept. 19.
The ceremony will take place after a parade to honor
the couple, hosted by the Lion’s Club and the Council on
Aging.
Ann said she’s all about progress in town, and she really
just wants to help others out. She’s seen holding down the
ballot boxes during elections, singing soprano in the Senior
Center Chorus, among numerous other positions she holds
around town.
“I’m a senior myself, but I feel like a young senior,” she
laughed. “I just like to give, for now I’ve been volunteering
at the food pantry.”
Ann moved to Mendon from Rutland 19 years ago when
she married John, and has been a staple figure in the town’s
affairs ever since.
“It’s a really nice town,” she said. “I believe in progress,

while some of the old timers would
rather keep things the way they were in
the old days.”
Her husband, and the other Senior of
the Year, John, is a lifelong resident of
Mendon. Per his wife Ann, he takes an
old school approach to solving problems
and uses his Yankee ingenuity to get
almost any job done.
He grew up on his family’s dairy farm
on North Ave., before working as a
plumber at Water’s Corp in Milford for
38 years. He currently works part-time
at Eastern Security Safe Co. in Mendon.
John has served on various boards,
committees, and clubs over the years,
proving he’s been an asset to the town.
John and Ann
He’s volunteered for the Beautification
Vandersluis
Committee, installing window boxes,
pose in front the
and repairing town plumbing.
Senior Center
Apart, John and Ann are both forces
sign adorning
to reckon with, but together they drive their recognition.
volunteer efforts in town, and set the bar
high as an unstoppable force.
Wilson-Kent said that John and Ann were nominated
separately, and it really just made sense to honor them
together as a “Mendon Power Couple.” “They were chosen
for what they’ve done separately, but when you put them
together they’re really a powerhouse of a couple in terms of
what they’ve given to the Town of Mendon.”

Oliva Fund Continues Making a Huge
Difference in the Lives of So Many
Just say the word “Oliva’s” and any local knows the exact
place you’re talking about. One of the most well-known
and treasured family-owned businesses in Milford, Oliva’s
Market, has been a staple in and around the community
for decades.
However, over the last 14 years, the East Main St.
business has been making more than its delicious food
and selling gourmet gifts; Oliva’s has been making an
enormous difference in the lives of cancer patients and
their families through the establishment of the Oliva Fund
for Cancer Care.
The Fund was started by Milford Regional Healthcare
Foundation in 2007, in recognition of the commitment
that Oliva’s has shown to the hospital and to the
community.
The Oliva Fund provides resources in support of
patients and their families being cared for at Milford
Regional Medical Center and Dana-Farber/Brigham &
Women’s Cancer Center at Milford Regional.

Through fundraisers and donations, the Oliva Fund
for Cancer Care helps purchase gift cards for patients to
provide them assistance in a variety of ways.
Over the years, people who have benefited from the
fund have walked into Oliva’s thanking and hugging the
family for the assistance they’ve received. Nonetheless, the
Oliva family is well aware they are only able to grow the
Oliva Fund for Cancer Care and help patients and their
families through the generosity of others.
Publishers’ Note: Working to support the Oliva Fund for
Cancer Care in assisting those fighting the disease, The
Town Crier annually provides readers with an easy way to
donate. This issue of the paper contains a donation envelope.
Please use for your donation. Anything you can send will
help. Thank you.

WHILE OTHER DEALERSHIPS ARE RUNNING LOW,

WE ARE STOCKED TO THE GILLS
“We sell
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Our Largest Selection Ever!
15,000
more!”

OVER 1,300
USED CARS

HUNDREDS

IMPERIAL HYUNDAI

Cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. Prices not valid with prior sales. Prices listed include all applicable manufacturer incentives (not everyone
will qualify) and Imperial discounts including a $1,000 Imperial Trade Assistance Bonus for a qualifying 2011 or newer trade. See us for details. Advertised price does
not include tax, title, registration, documentation, or our acquisition fees. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details. Not combinable with any other discounts or promotions. May require dealership source financing. Weekly payments calculated using an estimated down payment of $2,999 cash or trade. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Call our internet team at 508-488-2382 to see which incentives you qualify for. SALE ENDS 08/28/21.

Mendon Voters
Pass Additional
Funding for Regional
School District
By a majority voice vote, Mendon voters passed
additional funding totaling $320,953 for the Mendon
Upton Regional School District during an August
9 Special Town Meeting. The meeting took place at
Miscoe Hill School with 300 voters in attendance.
The meeting was scheduled to begin at 6 p.m. but
because multiple residents were still waiting to check
in to the meeting at that time, first-time Moderator
Tom Merolli, called for a recess until every voter was
processed through.
At approximately 6:30 p.m., the meeting began and
the single article warrant was voted on, with voters
voicing support and opposition for the additional
funding.
Back in the spring, the MURSD requested a total
budget increase of $2,488,758, or 6.64 percent more
than last year. As a result, Mendon’s operational
assessment was approximately $1 million and Upton’s
totaled just over $1.4 million.
Upton utilized funding meant for roads and free
cash to fund their portion of the assessment. Mendon,
however, attempted twice to pass their portion
through two different override votes, both of which
failed.
As a result, the School Committee recertified its
budget to a lower number. The Mendon Select Board
called for the August 9 Special Town Meeting to vote
on the lower number. According to Town Clerk Ellen
Agro, the voice vote supporting the recertified figure
was emphatic.
With the
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USED CAR SUPER STORE

2018 CHEVY SILVERADO NEW Retail Price:$45,300

#C42509V • ALLOYS, 4X4,5.3L WHOLESALE $
PRICE:
V8, CUSTOM, DOUBLE CAB

36,977

SAVE $8,300 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $120/wk

2018 HYUNDAI SANTA FE NEW Retail Price:$34,305
#H21362A • 18” ALLOYS, AWD, WHOLESALE $
BLUETOOTH, BACK-UP CAM

26,677

PRICE:

SAVE $7,600 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $84/wk

2017 HYUNDAI ELANTRA NEW Retail Price:$20,650

14,677

#H21450A • SE TRIM, BRAKE WHOLESALE $
ASSIST, FUEL EFFICIENT 2.0L PRICE:

SAVE $6,000 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $41/wk

2,000 VEHICLES

IN ONE LOCATION

2017 HYUNDAI TUCSON NEW Retail Price:$30,205
#P13423A • SPORT, TURBO, WHOLESALE $
HEATED SEATS, 19” ALLOYS

21,477

PRICE:

SAVE $8,700 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $66/wk

2018 GMC SIERRA

NEW Retail Price:$49,400

#C42372V • 1500 4X4, 5.3L V8, WHOLESALE $
20” ALLOYS, ELEVATION TRIM PRICE:

37,677

SAVE $11,700 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $123/wk

2020 INFINITY QX60

NEW Retail Price:$48,025

#H02269LV • AWD, SUNROOF, WHOLESALE
SIGNATURE EDITION, DVD, V6 PRICE:

$

40,577

SAVE $7,400 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $133/wk

MON-THUR 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUNDAY 12-6

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALHYUNDAI.COM
154 EAST MAIN STREET | ROUTE 16 | MILFORD, MA

Upton Heritage Day

Calendar

Upton Historical Society is again planning Upton’s Heritage Day for Saturday,
September 25, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in and around Upton center.
The Historical Society will host a craft fair on Upton Common with 27 booths for
craft vendors and local non-profit organizations promoting their activities. Vendors
interested in participating can contact UptonHistoricalSociety@hotmail.com or leave
a message at 508-529-6600 for more information.
United Parish is sponsoring the annual town wide yard sale. Residents interested
in hosting a yard sale at their homes may register by email or at the church beginning
in September. Maps with locations and details will be for sale at the Church on the
morning of the sale. Watch for more info about signing up your home and about
their delicious snack bar.
Upton Grange 125 will conduct their annual family-friendly Agricultural Fair
at the VFW grounds beginning at 9 a.m. There are many categories in which to
compete, including fruits, vegetables, flowers and floral arranging, eggs, canned
goods, baked goods, fancywork and home sewing, photography, arts and crafts,
educational displays, a pumpkin decorating contest, and more. The judges will be
awarding ribbons and sometimes money! More information contact, 508-282-0769
or UptonGrange@yahoo.com.
There will be a flea market at Upton VFW Post 5594, beginning at 7 a.m.
with coffee, donuts, hot dogs and snacks available. No reservations needed. For
information call David Kennedy, 508-529-3314. In addition, Friends of the Upton
Town Library will host a book sale on the library lawn and Upton Fire Department
will conduct an open house and sprinkler demonstration.
This event is always a great time and the variety of events offer something for
everyone. If weather or other circumstances require that it be cancelled a decision
will be announced on or before September 21. Watch for more details or a notice of
cancellation on Upton Cable or Facebook Upton Historical Society.

First Congregational Electronics Recycling Day

MILFORD - The First Congregational Church of Milford is sponsoring an Electronics Recycling
Day on Saturday, September 11, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Residents from neighboring communities
invited to take part.
All computer monitors, computers, parts and accessories, faxes, copiers, printers, scanners, and
TV’s can be recycled. Recycling fees range from $5 to $35 per item. Cash payments only please.
Cell phones can be recycled at no charge and will be donated to charities that recycle and reuse
them. The recycling vendor will erase and shred all hard drives at no additional cost.
A drive through process will allow those donating to quickly drop off their items where help will
be available. Drop off in the church parking lot is located at 4 Congress St. (Opposite Draper Park,
next to the Post Office). Use Church St. entrance. For more information contact Martha at
508-904-4471

Fattmans to Host Movie Night

Senator Ryan Fattman, R. Sutton, and his family are hosting a back-to-school family movie night
at Waters Farm in Sutton on Friday, September 10, at 6 p.m. Roasting marshmallows is part of
the fun. The address is 53 Waters Rd., Sutton. This event is open to families in all the towns of the
Blackstone Valley. The featured movie will be Disney’s Raya and the Last Dragon. Attendees must
bring their own seating.

Country Music Dances

UXBRIDGE - New England Country Music Club will hold dances from 1 to 5 p.m. on Sept.12 and
Sept. 26 at the Progressive Club, 18 Whitin St., Uxbridge. On Sept. 12, live music will be provided
by the band Cranberry Junction and on Sept. 26, live music will be provided by the band Crossfire.
These events are open to the public, admission charge. For more information, go to Facebook at
New England Country Music Club.

Upcoming VFW Flea Market Dates

Connections Program Looking
for Adult Mentors
The Connections Program at Milford High School, affiliated with the United
Way of Tri-County, needs help. The program is seeking volunteer adult mentors to
work with selected Milford High School students on a one-to-one basis. By sharing
personal, academic, and career experiences volunteers will assist first-generation,
college bound students with strategies for college readiness and college completion.
Volunteers are asked to commit to one year or more to the program. Interested
volunteers can email milfordconnections@gmail.com with questions or to obtain an
application. Applications are being accepted until August 30.

UPTON - If you’re thinking of starting late summer/early fall clean-up, a good way to share those
trash and treasures with new owners would be to participate in the next summer series of flea
markets, sponsored by the Upton VFW Post 5594. It will be held on Saturday, August 14 at Post
headquarters, 15 Milford St. (Rt. 140) in Upton. Others will be on Sept. 11 and Oct 9, the second
Saturdays in those months. Hours are 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Vendors and crafters are more than welcome to join in this welcoming event which benefits the
Post and veterans. Spaces are $10 each or $15 if a banquet sized table is needed. No reservations are
needed. Post Member David Kennedy can provide other information at 508-529-3314. As always,
there will be Dunkin’ donuts and coffee available in the morning, and then hot dogs, chips and
cold drinks at lunchtime.

Milford Lions Annual Car Show

MILFORD - On September 19, the Milford Lions Club is hosting its 33rd Annual Car Show at
Plains Park, Cedar St. in Milford. Registion is from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Fee is $10 per entry. This will
be a judged show. Entries registered after 12 p.m. will not be judged. Spectators $3. Presentation
of Trophies at 2 p.m. for Top 50 cars and Best of Show. For further information call 617-899-3129,
email MilfordLions@yahoo.com, or check the Web Site at MilfordLions.org. In case of rain, the
show will be held on Sept. 26

Twice Blessed Thrift Shop

HOPEDALE – Twice Blessed Thrift Shop, located at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, is typically open
the first Saturday of each month from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Sacred Heart Church is located at 187
Hopedale St., Hopedale.

Dream boldly

Family Fun Fishing Day

with a Home Equity Loan
from UniBank.
Home Equity
Loan Rates
as low as

2.99

%*

• No closing fees
• Apply at UniBank.com today!

UXBRIDGE - Open Sky Community Services is excited to co-host the 6th Annual Family
Fun Fishing Day at Riverbend Farm in Uxbridge along with the Massachusetts Department
of Conservation and Recreation, Blackstone River Watershed Association and Massachusetts
Division of Fisheries & Wildlife.
This year’s event is on Saturday, October 2 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. with a rain date of Sunday,
October 3. There will be food, ice cream and activities for the whole family. All ages and ability
levels welcome. Fishing poles will be available on a first-come first-serve basis or participants are
welcome to bring their own.
Registration does not open until September 7 This is a free event, but pre-registration is
required. Online registration will be available at the Blackstone River Water Shed Association’s web
site. Please contact Lori Girard with any questions at 508-234-6232.

APR
Hopedale Day in the Park

HOPEDALE - The Hopedale Cultural Council is in the final stages of planning for the 41st Annual
Day in the Park on Saturday, September 18 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Town Park. A DJ will
be on hand and the Rainforest Reptiles will bring an assortment of live animals at 11 a.m. There
will be over 40 booths offering a variety of delicious food, crafts, information tables, giveaways,
and games for the kids and families. A judged art show and the Little Red Shop Museum will be
open all day. Please check the Hopedale Bulletin Board Facebook page and the Hopedale Cultural
Council- Community Organization Facebook page for updated information.

Scan to
apply!

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270
www.unibank.com

New Fall Schedule at Valley Chapel

UXBRIDGE - Beginning September 12, Valley Chapel will be changing the Sunday morning
schedule; 9:30 a.m. classes for all ages and 10:30 a.m. worship services with classes for children

Blackstone • Douglas • Grafton • Hopkinton
Milford • Shrewsbury • Sutton • Upton
Uxbridge • Whitinsville • Worcester
MEMBER FDIC/MEMBER DIF • UNIBANK NMLS #583135 *Annual Percentage
Rate (APR) effective as May 20, 2021 and is subject to change at any time.
Offer of credit is subject to approval. Homeowners and Flood insurance (where applicable) is required for the life of the loan. Up to 80% Loan-to-Value (LTV) of the market
value. Other terms, conditions, and fees may apply.

2

DAV Yard Sale in September

MILFORD - The Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Milford Chapter 6 is holding a yard sale to
raise funds on Saturday September 18 with rain date scheduled for September 19. The event will be
held at the Italian-Amer-World War Vets Post 40, 4 Hayward Field in Milford from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
There is table space available to set and sell goods for a $50 per space requested donation. Please
contact Bob Linney at 508-561-1365 or email rvel1971@gmail.com. The event is also looking for
food trucks and either a DJ or band.

Upton/Mendon Town Crier
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Graduates
Gillian Mary Fitzgerald
Gillian Fitzgerald, daughter of Paul & Michelle
of Mendon, graduated Summa Cum Laude
from Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, with a
Bachelor of Arts in International Relations and
Journalism. She will be starting her career this
summer in Chicago.

University of Rhode Island
The following local students graduated from the
University of Rhode Island, in Kingston, R.I., during a
commencement ceremony on May 21.
Mendon: Samuel Coleman received a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Mechanical Engineering, Emma
Katharine Crisfield received a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Aquaculture and Fishery Technology and
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Environmental and
Natural Resource Economics, and Meredith N. Sarah
received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business
Administration, Accounting, Summa Cum Laude.
Upton: Kayla Riordan of received a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Kinesiology, Summa Cum Laude.

Nicole Bozzini
Nicole Bozzini of Upton graduated from the University of Hartford,
located in West Hartford, Conn. A commencement ceremony was held in
May.

Ryan Richards
Ryan Richards of Mendon graduated
from Saint Anselm College in
Manchester, N.H. with a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Business and Finance.
An in-person commencement
ceremony took place on May 15.

United Parish of Upton

HOLIDAY BAZAAR
Saturday,
December 4

Thanks to Yanks

Recently, Thanks To Yanks—a locally based charity whose mission is to support all
who serve in the military and the families that love and support them—teamed up with
Northern Management Group to send Dunkin Donuts coffee to U.S. Army Special ForcesGreen Berets. Pictured are some of the Green Berets showing their appreciation for the
taste of home that was sent to them. For information on Thanks To Yanks, founded by
Michael Shain, please like them on Facebook.

VENDORS
WANTED
CONTACT SANDY LEACU
sleacu@gmail.com

Historical Commission
to Offer Peak Inside
Schoolhouse

MILFORD - FRANKLIN

EYE CENTER

The Milford Historical Commission will hold a lawn gathering at the
North Purchase District School, 261 Purchase St., on Sunday, August 22,
from 2 to 4 p.m. Visitors will be able to peek inside this 1832, one-room
schoolhouse where a teacher taught nearby students in grades 1 through
8. District schools were established before neighborhood schools. They
were supported solely by the families living in the district whereas
neighborhood schools were supported by the town through taxes.
Early photos, books, and historical maps will be available for viewing
on the lawn including pictures of the town, the boot and shoe industry,
and the granite industry.
Parking is available on Huckleberry Circle which is just beyond the
schoolhouse. For more information, please email MemorialHall@
TownofMilford.com or call 774-462-3316.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.

John F. Hatch, M.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D.

Optical
Shop
On-Site

Kameran A. Lashkari, M.D.

Caroline Perriello Consigli, O.D.

Shazia S. Ahmed, M.D.

Dr. Mai-Khuyen Nguyen, O.D.

Saturday &
After Hours
Available

SMILEFORVISION.COM

World-Class Eye Care & Surgery in Milford
New Patients Receive a Free Pair of Select Glasses

508-528-3344

750 Union Street
Franklin, MA 02038

Attendees will have the opportunity to get a peek inside this historical
schoolhouse from 1832.

$

500

IMPERIAL TOYOTA
is New England’s

500

$

LEASE RETURN HEADQUARTERS

FAST and EASY PROCESS

Drive in or Call Ahead to Schedule an Appointment

We gladly accept all Toyota Lease Returns
‐ even if your lease is not from us.
And we will pay you $500 on the spot for Toyota Lease Returns

CALL: 508-488-2382

Brand Spankin’ New

CAMRY

LE FWD SEDAN
$

24,997

+

#ST0373
• Lane Departure • Back-Up Cam • Bluetooth

save $1500
*
239 15 CAMRYs

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

IMPERIAL TOYOTA

MSRP:
$23,894

2022 TOYOTA

AVAILABLE

*New 2021 Camry LE with MSRP: $26,497. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per year. $0.15
per mile excess. Lease for $239 per month for 36 months with $2,999 due at signing (including customer capitalized
cost reduction of $2,110 first month’s payment of $239, and bank acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# ST0373. Offer ends 08/28/21.

COROLLA

SE FWD SEDAN
BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$

23,394

+

#NJ087661
• Lane Departure • Back-Up Cam • Bluetooth

219*

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

$

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

save $500
10 COROLLAs
AVAILABLE

*New 2022 Corolla SE with MSRP: $23,894. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per year. $0.15 per
mile excess. Lease for $219 per month for 36 months with $2,999 due at signing (including $1,635 cash or trade down,
first month’s payment of $219, documentary preparation fee of $495, and bank acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration,
and inspection fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# NJ087661. Offer ends 08/28/21.

300 F O RT U N E B O U L E VA R D | M I L F O R D, M A 01757

+ SALE ENDS 08/21/21. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION OR DISCOUNTS. PRICES NOT VALID WITH PRIOR SALES. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. NEW
CAR PRICES INCLUDE ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER INCENTIVES AND OUR IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2011 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE
US FOR DETAILS. DELIVERY MUST BE TAKEN FROM DEALER STOCK. CUSTOMER’S FINAL PAYMENT MAY BE HIGHER OR LOWER DEPENDING ON FINAL TRANSACTION PRICE.
ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND $398 DOCUMENTATION FEE. THE BUY FOR PRICE REQUIRES DEALERSHIP SOURCE FINANCING.
5 DAY OR 200 MILE RETURN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE - IF YOU'RE NOT HAPPY WITH YOUR IMPERIAL CERTIFIED USED VEHICLE, BRING IT
BACK WITHIN 5 DAYS OR 200 MILES AND WE WILL GIVE YOU A CREDIT OF YOUR FULL PURCHASE PRICE TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER IN STOCK VEHICLE. NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. CALL 508-488-2382 TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO TEST DRIVE.

AUGUST 20, 2021

Brand Spankin’ New

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

$

508-473-7939

145 West St., Milford 160 South Main St (Rt 140)
Milford, MA 01757
508-381-6040

MSRP:
$26,497

2021 TOYOTA

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

Surgery Center

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALTOYOTAMA.COM
NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6
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COVID-19

Local Covid-19 Numbers
Remain Low

Upton Making Changes to Mask Policy
in Town Buildings

By Chris Villani
Staff Reporter/Columnist
Even as Covid-19 cases rose around the state, local numbers remained
relatively low compared to past surges, according to weekly town-by-town data
released by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health.
The latest DPH numbers show Mendon and Upton reported 11 combined new
positive tests for the novel coronavirus over the past two weeks. The percentage of
positive tests in Mendon ticked upward while that figure dropped in Upton, but
both towns remained below 2%.
Milford’s positive test rate rose last week to 2.5% as the town added 37 new
Covid-19 cases over the prior two weeks. The community of just under 30,000
has an incidence rate of around 127 cases per 100,000 residents.
Statewide, the average number of new coronavirus cases declined last week.
After peaking at over 1,026 cases per day on Aug. 12 before dropping to 831 cases
in the report released Aug. 12.
The seven-day average rate of positive tests also ticked downward from 2.93%
to 2.89%, state data shows. The average number of people in hospitals with the
virus has risen steadily, from a low of 84 in early July to 309 as of Aug. 12. Still,
the numbers are a fraction of those hospitalized during the surges of spring 2020
and over the New Year.
As the delta variant continues to spread around the country, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention recommended last week that those with a
compromised immune system receive a third dose of a Covid-19 vaccine. The
guidance came after the Food and Drug Administration broadened its emergency
use authorization to include a third dose of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines for
certain immune-compromised individuals.
The CDC recommendation is for those who are battling cancer, have received
organ or bone marrow transplants, have an immune deficiency, or advanced HIV.
People who are taking medications for certain underlying conditions are also
eligible for a third vaccine dose, according to the CDC, which said the guidance
will apply to about 7 million people in the United States, or less than 3% of adults.
However, on August 17, news outlets reported that health experts may
recommend Covid boosters for most people, eight months after receiving their
second shot. The booster would only apply to those who received the two-dose
Pfizer and Moderna vaccinations.
As of Aug. 15, nearly 5.1 million Massachusetts residents have received at
least one dose of a Covid-19 vaccine, a figure that represents 74% of the state’s
population. Just under 65% of the state is considered fully vaccinated, a total of
4.4 million people.

e

M

Beginning August 9, Upton is making changes to its mask policy in an effort to further
prevent the spread of the delta variant and to protect town employees and visitors in public
buildings. As a result, unvaccinated visitors are required to wear a mask while indoor public
town buildings, except where an individual cannot wear a face-covering due to a medical
condition or disability.

Why Closing the Technology Gap for
Older Adults Matters
Courtesy of StatePoint Media
The COVID-19 pandemic brought with it a rapid acceleration of telehealth as people looked
for ways to access care safely. While technology kept many in the United States connected to
care and loved ones, many low-income older adults were left behind by the sudden need to
understand and access technology and internet services.
However, among those who could stand to benefit the most from these services are 22
million older adults (ages 65 and above) in the United States who don’t have broadband access
at home. What’s more, older adults (ages 62 and above) with an income below $25,000 are
10 times more likely to be offline at home. Many older adults lack the technological literacy
needed to leverage digital resources for health and social support.
New efforts are helping to address these inequities. CITRIS Health, an organization
dedicated to advancing the well-being of older adults and family caregivers with enabling
technology, recently launched “Lighthouse for Older Adults.” This project is offering oneon-one training, in-language support and peer-based technical support to equip older adult
residents of affordable housing communities with high-speed broadband access, user-friendly
devices and digital literacy training. Following an initial pilot, participants reported both an
increase in device usage as well as confidence in using their devices. Technology helped to
connect them to loved ones they were isolated from, and improved their overall health and
wellbeing by reducing social isolation and loneliness. When asked about their favorite part
of using a Google device, one participant stated, “Being able to connect visually with family
and friends. And visually means a lot.” Those at the helm of the project say they hope its
success will serve as a model for other such programs. “Older adults have so much to gain
from the connections and health care opportunities available with internet access and a basic
understanding of technology,” says CITRIS Health director and Lighthouse project lead David
Lindeman. “We’re eager to see this program replicated to improve equity in telehealth.”
For resources that can help other organizations implement similar programs, visit the
Lighthouse project page on the CITRIS Health website, citris-uc.org.
The COVID-19 pandemic has made it clear that technology literacy and access are more
crucial for older adults than ever before. When it comes to improving the health and wellbeing of communities, addressing this gap is essential.
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508-473-3600

NO CDL Required. 7D Certificate Only
We’ll help you get the certificate
Split shifts Early morning and afternoon.
Must be 21 or older with valid driver’s
license.

30 POSITIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

WE PAY MORE

Call today for
n
more informatio

Transport students and adults.

DRIVERS WANTED

$1,000 Sign On Bonus*

Great job for retired person or someone
needing part-time work at 20 to 35 hours
per week available.
If you love to help people and want to
earn some extra money, this is the place
to be!

ns.

Sedans, Mini vans, Wheelchair va

Office is located at 51 East Main St. Milford, MA
Office hours are Mon – Fri 9:00 – 5:00
*New applicants only: restrictions apply
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Upton

United Parish Sponsoring TownWide Yard Sale in Conjunction
with Heritage Day

DINING
GUIDE

The United Parish of Upton is once again sponsoring a town-wide yard sale in
conjunction with the celebration of Upton’s Heritage Celebration on September 25.
Residents who are interested in holding a yard sale at their homes may pick up
a registration form at the United Parish office during regular business hours or by
downloading a form from the church’s web site, unitedparishupton.org
The cost to register is $20, which covers inclusion on the town-wide map of all
yard sales, and a sign that may be posted on the seller’s property. Interested buyers
will be able to purchase a map at the church beginning at 7:30 a.m. on September 24
for $3 and follow the route to all the sales in town. In previous years, there have been
more than 25 yard sales scattered around Upton.
Interested residents who may have questions are asked to call Wayne Phipps
at 508-473-8442 or 508-341-0693.
Also, again this year, out-of-town residents or those living far out of town, may
rent spaces at the VFW also for $20. Anyone interested, please contact David
Kennedy at 508-529-3314.
This year, the snack bar will be located at the VFW. Hot dogs, chips, and drinks
will be available throughout the day. As has become an annual custom, homemade
apple crisp with real whipped
cream will be served on the front
lawn of the church beginning at
10:30 a.m.; This is a treat not to be
The Upton Center
missed.
Mark your calendars for
Program are limited in size. Please call
September 25 so as not to miss
the Upton Center at 508-529-4558 for
Upton’s Heritage Day.
more information on mask guidelines, to

New England Steak
& Seafood Restaurant
TAKE OUT AVAILABLE
INDOOR SEATING

Daily 4-10, Sun noon - 9, Closed Tuesday

Open for Lunch Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday.

Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
www.nesteakandseafood.com

RSVP, or for any questions.
Friday, August 20
Afternoon Movie, Senior Moment at
12:30 p.m.
Saturday, August 21
Sheriff’s Picnic in Shrewsbury, SAC Park,
Drive through in your car, 11 a.m. to 1
p.m.
Monday, August 23
Lunch Trip to Post Office Pub, Graton.
Departs at 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, August 24
Shopping trip to Hannaford, Uxbridge
12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, August 25
Trivia at the Center w/Library Staff, 12:15
p.m.
Blood Pressure Checks with Town Nurse,
12:30 p.m.

WE

Thursday, August 26
Shopping Trip to Shaw’s/Job Lots/
Walmart, Foppema’s Loop, Northbridge,
9:15 a.m.

UPTON & MENDON

Friday, August 27
Birthday Bash, 12:45 p.m.

UPTON PRIVATE WAYS INSPECTION REPORT 2021

Monday, August 30
Coffee & More with Mass General
Brigham at 10 a.m.
Tuesday, August 31
Ranger Viola’s Time Capsule at 9:30 a.m.
Shopping Trip—Market Basket, Oxford,
12:30 p.m.
Mondays
Tai Chi, 1 p.m.
Tuesdays
Hand & Foot Card Players Group, 12:30
p.m.

Road Name

Snow
Route

Miles

Survace
Type

12 foot
width

14x16
Vegetation

Potholes

Turn
Around

Specifics

Final Inspection Results

1

Bouthiette Lane

11

0.08

Paved

P

P

P

F

Plow & De-Icing

Road is aceptable for snow & ice operations by DPW

2

Breton Road

11

0.09394

Paved

P

f

f

F

Plow & De-Icing

Pot holes need to be filled and roadside brush cut

3

Capeway

N/P

0.04

Paved

P

P

P

F

Do not Plow - Residents Only

N/A

4

Colonial Drive

N/P

0.06

Paved

P

P

P

P

Do not Plow - Condo

N/A

5

Depot Street (G&URR property)

12

0.12

Paved

P

P

P

N/A

Plow - owned by GURR but
connects two town streets

Road is aceptable for snow & ice operations by DPW

6

Driscoll Lane

N/P

0.04

Paved

F

P

P

F

Do not Plow - Residents only

N/A

7

Fieldstone

N/P

0.09

Paved

P

P

P

P

Do not Plow - Condo

N/A

8

Gore Road

N/P

0.06

Paved

P

P

P

F

Do not Plow - Residents Only

N/A

9

Kensington Way

N/P

0.11

Paved

P

P

P

P

Do not Plow - Residents Only

N/A

Wednesdays
Strength & Stretch, 10 a.m.
Library Table, 11 a.m.
Canasta Card Players Group, 12:30 p.m.

10

Kiwanis Beach Road

16

0.26

Paved

P

P

P

N/A

Town Accepted

This is a Town Road as of 2018 Annual Town Meeting

11

Knowlton Circle

N/P

0.40

Paved

P

P

P

P

Do not Plow - Condo

N/A

12

Lackey Road

N/P

0.03

Paved

F

P

P

F

Do not Plow - Residents Only

N/A

13

Old Cemetery Road

N/P

0.16

Paved

F

P

P

F

Do not Plow - Residents Only

N/A

Thursdays
Knit/Crochet Group, 10 a.m.
Bingo, 1 p.m.

14

Old State Rd Route 140

N/P

0.09678

Paved

P

f

f

N/A

Plow & De-Icing

Pot holes need to be filles and roadside brush cut

15

Russell Court

12

0.02

Paved

P

P

P

N/A

Do not Plow - Residents Only

N/A

16

Shore Drive

6

0.58

Paved/Dirt

P

f

P

N/A

Plow & De-Icing

Brush needs to be cut back

Fridays
Strength & Stretch, 10 a.m.

17

Sturdley Road

N/P

0.05

Paved

F

P

P

F

Do not Plow - Residents Only

N/A

18

Wagon Wheel/Sheffield

6

0.08

Paved

P

P

P

N/A

Pass - Connects Christian Hill
Road & Pearl St.

Road is aceptable for snow & ice operations by DPW

Legend: N/A Not Plowed by Town • N/A Not applicable
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Obituaries
Shirley A. (Christensen) Fagan
Mendon - Shirley A. (Christensen) Fagan, 89, of Mendon, passed
away peacefully on Tuesday, August 10, in the Milford Regional
Medical Center after a brief illness. She was the beloved wife to
the late Robert K. Fagan, who died in 2020.
Shirley and Bob recently celebrated their 70th Wedding
Anniversary on July 1.
Born in Worcester, Shirley graduated from Westboro High
School in 1949 and was on the Women’s Basketball team. Upon
graduating, she married shortly after in July 1950. Bob and Shirley loved to travel
around the country and take the boat out in their younger years. One of her favorite
past times was hosting family and friends at their pool.
Shirley enjoyed sewing and knitting and was an avid reader and loved a good
crossword puzzle. She and her sisters played cards twice a month and enjoyed going
on cruises and to the casinos together. She was most happy when she was babysitting
her grandchildren and later great grandchild Kassidy.
Shirley leaves behind three daughters; Kathy Schug and her husband Ric, of
Colorado, Maureen Ames and her husband Albert, of Mendon and Valerie Fagan of
Northbridge. She also leaves behind, three grandchildren; Heather Murray and her
fiancé Joe Conti, of Blackstone, Jonathan Harris and his wife Sarah, of Bellingham,
and Jenny Harris and her partner John Paul DiMuzio, of Bellingham; six greatgrandchildren, Kassidy Murray of Blackstone, Dylan, Brooke, Declan, and Isla Harris
of Bellingham, and Nico DiMuzio of Bellingham; her sisters Lillian Cathline of
Dudley, Joyce Lloyd of Webster and her brother in law Kenneth Griffin of Connecticut;
and many nieces and nephews.
She is predeceased by her parents, Henry Christensen and Alice (Smith) Christensen
Lloyd, her brother Henry Christensen, and her sisters, Beverly Jones, and Ann Griffin.
Her funeral service was on Monday August 16, in the Pickering & Son Upton
Funeral Home. Burial followed in Quaker Cemetery, George St. Mendon.
UptonFunerals.com

Ralph A. Williams, Jr.
Lancaster - Ralph A. Williams, Jr. 84, passed
away peacefully on Wednesday, August 11, at
Leominster Hospital following a brief illness.
He is survived by his soul mate, Joan Allard; his
children and their spouses: Eric Peterson & Lara of
Mendon; Lynette Biggs & Joseph of Marlborough;
and Mason Watson & Mary of Woodbridge, VA.
He leaves two brothers and their wives, Donald
Williams and Lenni of Hopedale; and William
Williams & Charlene of Upton; four grandchildren: Hunter Peterson & wife Julianne,
Cole Peterson, Lindsey Biggs, and William Watson; nieces, nephews, extended
family, and many dear friends.
Ralph was born in Wellesley to the late Ralph A. Williams, Sr. & Irene F. (Palmer)
Williams. Later raised and educated in Sherborn, Ralph graduated from Sherborn
High School and studied at the Stockbridge School of Agriculture. With a true love
and passion for landscaping and design, Ralph’s modest roots planted in his personal
home garden flourished into a successful family business. For the past 50 years
Ralph has enjoyed every minute of transforming ordinary yards into extraordinary,
landscaped homes. Always noting that he had the best job in the world that allowed
him to work alongside his son Eric, Ralph received numerous professional awards
and recognitions and was revered as a long-time exhibitor at the Boston Flower Show
and for his yearly Christmas displays at South Station in Boston.
A longtime member of the Camera Club of Central New England, he was a
talented photographer who created and captured the many beauties of the outdoors.
Above all, Ralph was a devoted family man and trusted friend. A celebration of
Ralph’s life was held. Arrangements were entrusted to the care of Philbin-Comeau
Funeral Home, 176 Water St., Clinton. Online condolences may be placed at
philbincomeaufh.com

Opinion
Letter from
the Editor

By Michelle Sanford
Hello Mendon and Upton residents and business owners.
A quick note to introduce myself to you.
I’ve been writing for the Town Crier for nearly 13 years
and was honored to have been named its newest editor.
The majority of my coverage throughout those 13 years
involved covering the town government beats in both
Mendon and Upton and writing feature stories on its
residents and community events.
Over those years, I’ve spoken to countless town officials,
covered multiple elections, more town meetings than I can
count, and watched as each community has grown over
time.
I loved watching and writing about the renovation of
Upton’s Town Hall, and the new Police Station in Mendon.

I’ve enjoyed writing feature stories about residents and
some of their inspiring achievements. As Marilyn Holman
has said many a time, “our features are about ordinary
people doing extraordinary things.”
When I was named editor, I began reflecting back to
when I first started writing for The Crier. To put it in
some context, I remember trying to finish one of my
first deadline’s before rushing to meet my daughter’s bus
after her first day of kindergarten; at this moment, that
same daughter is packing for her freshman year at UMass
Amherst to study mechanical engineering.
It was also around this time, I remember pushing
my then 18-month-old son in his stroller up the
Mendon Senior Center’s ramp to cover a story; he’s now
approaching 15 years old.
It is amazing how quickly life goes by.
Over the years, I’ve learned how proud the residents of
Mendon and Upton are of their communities. I’ve watched
so many people step up to serve their hometowns to make
them a better place.

The Mendon Upton Town Crier was established over 25 years ago.
We are the good news newspaper.
We know our readers and advertisers. Advertising with us means
supporting the community
and recognizing the strength of a smalltown USA.

Now as I move forward in this new position, I’ll do my
best to cover the most newsworthy stories and continue to
highlight those residents who do remarkable things. After
all, that’s what small-town newspapers are all about.
As I’m discovering, it takes a small village to put
together a community paper and I’m truly thankful for
the talented writers, publishers, our designer, advertising
reps., photographer, and other staff I’m privileged to work
with.
I’m also well aware that I have some big shoes to fill
after Jane Bigda’s departure. She was a great editor and I
learned a tremendous amount about this industry from
her. My hope is that I can do half the job she did.
In the meantime, feel free to email me at
towncriereditor@gmail.com with any story ideas,
questions, or concerns. I’m looking forward to getting to
know you even better Mendon and Upton.

Support the Town Crier.
Advertise with us.

Read this Town Crier Online
To read the August 20, 2021 Upton Mendon Town Crier online, go to TownCrier.us. In the left-hand column, click online Newspapers and scroll down to Upton Mendon Town
Crier PDF Archive. Click on UMTC 21.08.20 pdf.
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Upton-Mendon Town Crier
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free to all 5,800 addresses in Upton and
Mendon, MA.

48 Mechanic Street, Upton, MA 01568 | 508-529-7791 | TownCrier.us
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Alfred C. Holman
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Mendon
◆ PASS ADDITIONAL FUNDING from front page
additional $320,953, Mendon’s funding to the MURSD
totals $10,921,477. Mendon’s funding will come out of
the operational budget as a result of a miscalculation that
was discovered just prior to the Town Meeting vote. The
recertified budget will return approximately $600,000 back
to Upton.
Acting MURSD Superintendent Maureen Cohen
thanked the voters in both towns, for their continued
support, “and in particular, the Mendon and Upton
students and families who we serve,” she said.

Mendon Senior Center
The Mendon Senior Center is open to the
public for small gatherings for the time being.
Many programs will be held outdoors, weather
permitting. For the safety of our participants and
staff, we ask that individuals continue to preregister for programs and contact us to schedule
individual appointments with staff members.
Contact staff by phone during operating hours at
508-478-6175.
Mendon Senior Center Transportation Services
The Mendon Council on Aging is pleased to
announce that the Mendon Senior Center VAN
is once again available to offer transportation to
Mendon residents, age 60 and over and to people
with disabilities Monday through Thursday for:
• Local medical appointments.
• Shopping and errands.
• Transportation to and from Senior Center
activities.
Please call the Senior Center at 508-478-6175
at least 48 hours in advance to schedule a ride.
Greater notice is recommended as we book up
quickly. The requested donation for round trip rides
in town is $1 and out of town rides, $4. Van passes
or Vanbucks are available for a donation of $10
payable to the Friends of Mendon Elders and allow
for twelve in-town rides or three out-of-town rides
Vanbucks make the perfect birthday or thinking of
you gift and can also be purchased to be donated
to someone in financial need. No senior or person
with disabilities will be denied a ride due to the
inability to pay the requested donation.
Free Health Insurance Counseling
Help is available for those turning 65 this year
and have questions about their health insurance
options including Medicare D or if you are already
enrolled in Medicare and have concerns about a
claim or coverage. Certified, trained SHINE (Serving
Health Information Needs of Everyone) volunteers
are available at the Mendon and Milford Senior
Centers and are ready to counsel you. Please call
508-478-6175 for a free, confidential appointment.
Chair Exercise – Summer & Beyond
Fitness Instructor Faith Kennedy has returned
to the Mendon Senior Center this summer to offer
her popular Chair Exercise program on Thursday
August 12 and 26 at 10 a.m. The cost for this grant
subsidized program is $3 per class made to the
instructor, Faith Kennedy. It is our hope to offer this
program weekly on Thursdays starting after Labor
Day in September. Please call 508-478-6175 to let us
know if you are interested as enrollment is limited.
Bocce Anyone?
The Senior Center’s Bocce court is available for
use. Call the Center at 508-478-6175 to reserve a
time. Bring your own balls or ask to borrow ours.
Thank you to Warren Goodnow for maintaining the
court.
Fuel Assistance 2021-2022—Re-certifications
If you were approved for Fuel Assistance last year,
you should be receiving a pre-printed application
form in August, directly from SMOC (South
Middlesex Opportunity Council) for the upcoming
heating season. To avoid delays in receiving your
benefit, forms should be completed and returned
as soon as possible. However, please make an
appointment with Outreach Coordinator Janet
Hubener or another staff member at the Senior
Center to review your forms before mailing. If you
are a Mendon resident and require assistance with
your re-certification or do not receive your form by
August 31, please contact us at 508-478-6175.
Note – The process for first time applicants does
not begin until November 1. However, you may preregister for an information pack-et at this time by
contacting the Mendon Senior Center.
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Because of the communities’ support, Cohen explained
the Regional School District will recall close to 20 staff
members whose positions were cut from the budgetary
failures, keep reasonable class sizes for students, and
“ensure that our students receive high-quality education
through well-rounded programming including world
languages, technology, music, and electives,” she said.
Furthermore, Cohen added the mental health and socialemotional needs of students, which have worsened due to
the pandemic, will be addressed.

“We look forward to partnering with our communities
in addressing the complex budgetary needs of our school
district. This budget approval is a positive step in that
direction,” Cohen said.
If Mendon residents had voted down the recertified
figure, the School Committee would have called for a Joint
Town Meeting.

Festival of Illumination World of Lights at
Southwick’s Zoo; Grand Opening, Sept. 9 – 12
Southwick’s Zoo in Mendon is excited to announce their
much-anticipated Grand Opening Weekend of the Festival of
Illumination World of Lights, September 9 through 12, from
5:30 to 10 p.m. each evening.
Southwick’s Zoo has partnered with the award-winning
Zigong Lantern Group working together over the past two
years to create this premium, one of a kind Chinese lantern
showcase. In addition to the breathtaking lantern exhibits,
guests of the Grand Opening Weekend will experience live
entertainment including Chinese acrobats, Asian night
market, street performers, specialty foods, and more.
From September 9 to January 3, 2022, Southwick’s Zoo
will be illuminated by breathtaking custom-built exhibits
consisting of hundreds of Chinese lanterns meticulously
handcrafted from silk, steel, and environmentally friendly
LED lights.
Guests will travel the globe through the incredible artistry
of handcrafted Chinese lanterns and be immersed in the
magical world of imagination and illumination, visiting the
African Savannahs, the Amazon rainforest, the Great Barrier
Reef, as well as many beautiful and fascinating regions in
between.
Beginning November 26, the Southwick’s Zoo’s traditional
Winter Wonderland holiday lights, as well as additional

holiday themed Chinese lanterns, will be featured. Santa will
also be visiting at his enchanted Village.
Advance ticket purchase is recommended for The Festival
of Illumination World of Lights purchase is recommended.
For more information, please visit FestivalOfIllumination.
com Southwick’s Zoo is located at 2 Southwick St. in
Mendon.

Mendon Town
Calendar
Residents are encouraged
to view posted agendas
to determine the location
of meetings and whether
town boards or committees
are continuing to meet
remotely or in person.
Agendas can be viewed at
MendonMA.Gov.
Monday, August 23
Planning Board, Public
Hearing for 5 Morrison Dr.
Site Plan Review/Special
Permit, 7 p.m.
Planning Board, Public
Hearing for 35 Cape Rd Site
Plan Review Continued,
7 p.m.
Monday, August 30
Select Board, Hybrid,
6:30 p.m.
Monday, September 6
Town Offices Closed for
Labor Day
Tuesday, September 7
Master Plan Steering
Committee, 6 p.m.

Do you have a story
you want to share?
Send it to
TownCrierEditor@
gmail.com
Upton/Mendon Town Crier
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Brugos Named a Commonwealth Heroine
Mendon’s Alejna Brugos was recognized as a Commonwealth Heroine of 2021 through
the Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women. She was nominated by Rep. Brian
Murray D., Milford.
Each year, the Commission partners with state legislators to identify women who have
made significant contributions to their communities and organizations. Each legislator is
encouraged to submit one woman from their constituency.
Brugos said she couldn’t believe it when she was notified about her recognition. “I was
completely surprised, and had to read the email a couple of times to process that it was real
and personal, and not spam,” she said.
Brugos has lived in Mendon since 1999 with her husband, John Bates. She works as a
Visiting Researcher at Simmons University. She and John are the proud parents of Phoebe
and Theo.
And, somehow between work and family, she has still managed to find time to volunteer
for a number of causes close to her heart.
Since 2015, she has chaired the Mendon Taxation Aid Committee, which provides
financial assistance to homeowners age 60 and over or disabled residents, who are income
eligible and require assistance to pay their real estate taxes.
The Committee sponsored an article at the May Annual Town Meeting for a new meanstested tax exemption for eligible senior citizens. “Thanks to the work of the Committee,
and in particular Kevin Rudden, who shared the benefit of his expertise and research, this
measure passed,” she said.
Brugos has volunteered for the Mendon-Upton Solarize Mass Plus program, to bring

Behind every
local business
is a neighbor
you know.

These are our neighbors.
Business owners with the ideas, motivation and commitment to
serve their customers, employees and community.
At Charles River Bank, we are proud to provide the powerful
solutions and personal connections these business owners and
entrepreneurs can count on in good – and uncertain – times.
Visit CharlesRiverBank.com
to learn more about these local businesses, and discover how
Charles River Bank can help you.

70 Main Street • Medway • 508.533.8661
2 South Maple Street • Bellingham • 508.966.2857
1 Hastings Street • Mendon • 508.422.9792
Each depositor is insured by the FDIC to at least $250,000.
All deposits above the FDIC insurance amount are insured
by the Depositors Insurance Fund. Member FDIC

Equal Housing Lender
NMLS# 743045

5" x 7.5" Upton Town Crier
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more clean energy technologies to home
and businesses in the two communities. She
created a website, helped with community
outreach through social media, and
facilitated online webinars.
“I was brought into to the project by
Mendon’s Carolyn Barthel, a climate
activist who has inspired much of my
own community involvement,” Brugos,
explained. “I also worked with Anne Mazar
of Mendon, whose ongoing work with
environmental and conservation efforts
have also been inspiring to me.”
Furthermore, Brugos is Vice Chair of the
Mendon Democratic Town Committee and
an initial member and current administrator
Alejna Brugos and Rep. Murray.
of the Mendon-Upton Citizens for Social
(Photo John Bates)
Justice, which increases awareness of social
justice issues at the local, state, and national
level.
“While I don’t feel like I’ve done any one great thing, I do feel like I have done a lot of
small but important things. The main way in which I see myself as having done this is by
showing up when there’s work to be done,” she said.
Humbled, Brugos wanted to recognize others who have helped shape community
efforts she’s involved with including Joyce Gilmore, Caroline Scott, Jessica Murphy,
Kathleen Nicholson, Janet Hubener, Dick Skinner, Tom Merolli, Diane Duncan, Peggy
Veal, Amy Fahey, Vikki Ludwigson, Christine Brown, Anne Berard, Brenda Tsuchiya,
and Jen Campbell.

Photography Exhibit Encourages
Vital Conversations
By Christine Galeone
Staff Reporter
Cristi Collari, Director of Community
Outreach for Open Sky Community Services,
has observed something about people. She said,
“People have no problem telling each other
when they have a physical illness…but there is
this stigma surrounding mental illness that just
shouldn’t be there.”
In an effort to help eradicate that stigma and
normalize conversations about it, so that more
people will reach out for help, ValleyCAST – the
arts and culture subsidiary of Open Sky – will
host a photography exhibit entitled I Am More.
Facing Stigma.
The exhibit’s opening reception is scheduled
A photo from the exhibit I Am More.
for Thursday, Sept. 2 from 5 to 7:30 p.m. at
Facing Stigma.
the Spaulding R. Aldrich Heritage Gallery at
Alternatives’ Whitin Mill in Whitinsville. The
exhibit will run through Oct. 8. It will be held in
partnership with the Yellow Tulip Project, which collaborated with photographer Lissy
Thomas who specializes in portraiture, editorial and documentary photography.
The exhibit features 22 black and white photographs of New England residents who
face mental illness personally or because of a loved one’s battle with it. Each portrait
challenges people’s misconceptions about what people confronting such issues look like.
The exhibit also affirms that people are more than their anxiety, depression, PTSD, etc.
Suzanne Fox, the Executive Director of Yellow Tulip Project will be at the beginning
of the exhibit opening to speak to attendees. The nonprofit’s founder, Julia Hansen,
established the youth-driven nonprofit and, later, the exhibit to combat the stigma that
contributed to the devastating loss of her two best friends to suicide. Preventing suicide is
one of the overarching goals of the nonprofit and the exhibit, which is also available in a
digital format for school and community programs.
While the exhibit will shed light on an important issue, ValleyCAST wants people
to enjoy coming together as a community. “The opening reception will happen on the
same night as the last concert in the Free Summer Concert Series, and the two events
will overlap,” Collari noted. “The gallery opening starts at 5 p.m. and the concert at 6 p.m.
We are hoping for a dry night, so that people can go in and out of the gallery and onto
the plaza where the concert takes place. The last band is Changing Latitudes, a nationally
acclaimed Jimmy Buffet band.”
But ValleyCAST’s hopes for the exhibit extend far beyond the opening reception.
Collari shared, “We
are hoping this
exhibit will challenge
Month of October
Buy 3 get one free!
people’s perceptions
Shocks & Struts
of what mental illness
looks like and start
conversations about
how important mental
health is to everyone’s
well-being.”
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Pet Press
How to Drive Safely with Pets

Lodging Grooming
Daycare
Training
Retail Store
Hours: M-TH 6:30 am - 6 pm / Fri 9:30 am-4 pm
Sat 8-12 noon / Sun 5-6 pm

508.839.1757
Courtesy of StatePoint Media
Pets are beloved members of many families. In the U.S alone, about 85 million families own a pet.
According to the American Pet Products Association, many of us also drive with our furry friends,
from quick trips to the veterinarian’s office to longer road trip adventures.
A recent national survey by Erie Insurance found that more than half of its respondents plan to
take at least one road trip this year and 4% plan on traveling with pets. However, traveling with an
animal can be dangerous if appropriate safety measures aren’t taken. For those who bring a fourlegged friend along, here are a few safety precautions:

www.GibsonsNaturalPet.com
139 Upton Street (Rte. 140) Grafton

Reliable Pet Sitting
Professional In-Home
Dog, Cat, and Horse Care

Tips for traveling with a dog:
Restrain your pet. A proper restraint will protect your dog if an accident should occur. The Center
for Pet Safety recommends using a quality crash-tested harness to keep your dog safe.
Rein in your pooch. Allowing your dog to stick their head out the window is more dangerous
than it seems. It can cause road debris to get into their eyes, nose and mouth and potentially lead to
serious injuries.
Minimize distractions. Erie Insurance found in its recent national survey that 5% of respondents
are distracted by their dog when driving. To avoid disruptions, keep them in the back seat and never
allow your dog to sit on your lap. Use a barrier to avoid a dog making its way to the front, and avoid
feeding and playing with your dog while driving.

35 Years Professional Experience in
Horse and Dog Training and Care.

Over 20 Years in Upton!
• Very Dependable
• Year Round Reliability • Daily Basis
• Will Administer Medications
• No Overnights
p if Needed
• Will take Pet to Vet Apt.

Tips for traveling with a cat:
Use a proper carrier. Cats become easily stressed when traveling. To keep them safe and
comfortable, you’ll want to place them in a sturdy carrier that provides enough room for them to
move around.
Practice safe exits. Only let your cat out of the carrier when parked. Make sure your cat is wearing
a harness and leash before exiting the vehicle. Should your cat get startled and run, a harness and
leash will allow you to rein them in, keeping them out of harm’s way.

Now Offering Obedience
Training! Call for info!

CALL MAGGIE

508-529-6402 or 508-769-9634

General tips for traveling with pets:
Never leave a pet in a hot car. Leaving any kind of pet alone in a vehicle is extremely dangerous.
According to the Humane Society of the Unites States, a vehicle’s temperature can quickly exceed 120
degrees in warm weather, leaving your pet at risk of brain damage, heat stroke and suffocation.

It’s like leaving your friend
with a family member.

Be prepared in case of emergency. Should anything go wrong, plan to contact
a nearby vet. Healthypet.com allows you to search by ZIP code for American
UXBRIDGE SPARTANS
Animal Hospital Association (AAHA) accredited clinics.

!

ED
V
O
EM

HERE’S TO A GREAT SEASON!

Even when taking appropriate precautions, accidents still happen. An auto
insurance policy can protect you financially and provide peace of mind. Some
companies, including Erie Insurance, offer coverage to help with vet treatment
costs if your pet is hurt in a car accident.

WE’V

For your pet’s safety and happiness, be sure you have all the know-how needed
to take any length car trip with your furry friend.
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Preventative Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry, In-House
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Digital
Radiography,
Acupuncture,
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Surgery,
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555 Hazel Street Uxbridge, MA 01569
Ave W,
Uxbridge,
01569
P. 508.278.5869
| Hartford
F. Street
508.278.9384
| MA
info@uxbridgeanimalhospital.com
555
Hazel
Street
Uxbridge,
MAMA
01569
555 510
Hazel
Uxbridge,
01569
P. 508.278.5869
| F. 508.278.9384
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AUGUST 20, 2021

Upton/Mendon Town Crier

P. 508.27

9

Back to School

Your Back to School
Headquarters!

Elementary School Parents…
A Few Reminders
Memorial School
69 Main Street, Upton
508-529-1020
Kindergarten Playdate:
August 28, 10 to 11:30 a.m.
&
New Parent Info Night:
August 30, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Henry P. Clough Elementary School
10 North Ave., Mendon
508-634-1580
Clough PTO Meeting via Zoom:
September 14, 6:30 p.m.

backpack

Parents & Students,
the First Day of School
is Coming!

notebook

water bottle

pencils

art supplies

As the new school year approaches, it’s time to put some important dates on the
calendar.
Mendon Upton Regional School District:
First day of school is Wednesday, September 1
Labor Day recess, September 3 and September 6
To access the 2021/2022 School Calendar, view MURSD.org

52 Main Street, Hopkinton • (508) 435.4441

Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational Technical High School:
Freshmen Orientation is Friday, August 20
All students report to school on Monday, August 23
School pictures are on Wednesday, August 25 & Thursday, August 26
To access the 2021/2022 School Calendar, view ValleyTech.k12.ma.us

We can't
wait to
meet you!
Something is brewing in
Upton on the common!
Located in the historic United Parish of Upton, Soul Fuel
Café is a welcoming, comfortable and delicious spot for
coffee (proudly serving Red Barn Coffee special Soul Fuel
Medium Blend), Hot & Iced tea (Harney & Sons), and
homemade baked goods by our very own United Parish
Bakers! Scones, brownies, cookies and more!
When you’re at the café, use our free WiFi...and be
sure to visit our website to order online from home!
Stop by and say hello!
Hours: 8:00AM to 5:00PM Tuesday - Saturday
1 Church Street, Upton MA 01568

www.soulfuel.org
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Back to School

How to Have an Affordable and Easy
Back-to-School Season
Courtesy of StatePoint Media
As your family gets ready for a new
academic year, you may be wondering how
to spend less on back-to-school season
essentials. The team at Dollar General is
sharing some tips and savings opportunities
to easily and affordably help get everyone
prepared.
Check School Supplies
Consider checking school supplies
off your list in the weeks ahead to help
avoid any last-minute stress. Whether
starting fresh or filling in the gaps from
the previous school year’s supply, you
can find binders, folders, pens, pencils,
paper, crayons, scissors and other items
at affordable prices at more than 17,000
Dollar General stores across the country.
With convenient locations and buy-onlinepickup-in-store options through the DG
smartphone app, it can be easy to make a
quick trip and stock up. Digital coupons
offer additional ways to save on everyday
low prices. Through September 6, special
offers this year include a 30 percent off
teacher appreciation coupon, which is
available for qualifying customers and can
be used up to four times, as well as a onetime $2 off $10 qualifying school supply
purchases.

Further Savings
Switching to private brands can allow
you to shop the items you need at lower
prices, helping you save money to go
toward the items you want. From snack
items for the lunch box to essential school
supplies, private brands can be found in a
wide variety of categories and often come
with a 100 percent satisfaction guarantee.
During your next shopping trip, consider
ways to switch to private brands and save.
Quick Weekday Meals
The new school year also brings the start
of nightly homework and extracurricular
activities, which can make juggling
schedules feel like a balancing act. When
it comes to meal planning, be prepared to
make nutritious, tasty and simple meals.
The DG Easy Meals site is a good place for
inspiration. Its “Better for You” recipes,
created in partnership with a nutritionist,
showcase healthier breakfast, lunch, snack
and dinner ideas.
Preparing your family for a new routine
can be both exciting and stressful. However,
with a few tips and tricks, your family can
save time and money on essentials this
back-to-school season.

“Westboro’s best for swimming, fitness & group exercise.”

T

own Crier

Beginning Bridges, CFCE September
Publications, Inc.

BeginningBridgesCFCE.weebly.com – Facebook: Beginning Bridges CFCE – Emurray@
smoc.org – 508-278-5110The Milford Town Crier

The Upton & Mendon Town Crier

Beginning Bridges CFCE supports parents as their children’s first, best and most
important teachers in
communities
of Mendon,
Northbridge,
48theMechanic
Street,
Upton,
MA 01568Upton & Uxbridge.
We are a non-profit, family support organization that provides free comprehensive
Phone:
508-529-NEWS
(6397)
services. Currently
our508-529-7791
programs includeFax:
weekly
indoor and outdoor
early play/
literacy story times, outdoor
story
walks and many activity suggestions on our webpage.
EMAIL:
thetowncrier@charter.net
We also sponsor parent education programs, offer the Ages & Stages Developmental
Questionnaire and can connect families to resources. Our goal is to support parents as
they guide their children to reach their
optimum potential. We work with many
R 5, 2013
community partners who share the same
goal of strengthening our communities.
Enjoy
AN GAYFunding for the Coordinated Family &
Community
APLE FARM
DAIRY Engagement Grant (CFCE)
is provided by the Massachusetts Dept.
Products
of Early Education and Care (EEC)
anGay096@gmail.com
Door to Door Home Delivery
and sponsored by South Middlesex
With
the Highest Quality Products
Opportunity Council (SMOC-Childcare/
Head Start).
rilyn Holman
Glass bottled milk from Hatchland Dairy,
Upcoming Events- We are excited to
N. Haverhill, NH. Their milk goes directly
from cow to bottling plant to you.
REP: welcome families back in person this
fall. A newsletter will be sent to families
Also offering full line of Oakhurst
ri Tate with fall programs in early September.
Dairy Products and many other
8-529-0301
Programs will also be posted on our
local premium products.
website.
tate@charter.net
If this service is of interest to you,
Registration will be required for all
TRY
IT FREE!!! We will be glad to drop
upcoming events and play groups. For
for you to try!
more information contact Emily Murray at
Call us OR Text!!!
508-278-5110 or Emurray@smoc.org.

BETTER MILK

roof of your 1/16 page ad for
Upton and Mendon Town

508-478-MILK(6455)

Club Features Include:
• 11 tennis courts, hard surface & deco turf
• Youth & Adult tennis programs, clinics, lessons, leagues
& more
• Indoor/outdoor 6 lane competition sized pool
• Swim lessons, water fitness, swim teams
• Advanced youth tennis & swim programs
• Fitness center & group exercise classes
• Kids camp, tennis camps & children’s programs year round
• Kid’s Club - childcare included with any family membership
• State of the art air cleaning technology throughout the club

10% OFF any
annual membership

at Westboro Tennis & Swim Club.
New members only.
Mention UTFALL to receive offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 3/31/22

(508) 366-1222
thewestboroclub.com

35 Chauncy St.
Westboro, MA 01581

Lori or me know ASAP if this
d for publication

arilyn
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Home Improvement

National Study Shows What Homeowners
Really Want from Their Roofs
34 Godfrey Lane
Milford, MA 01757
Lic. # 26375E

McE's Home Services
Maintainance, Repairs, and Updates
Handyman Services
Licensed and Insured

HIC # 164430

508-524-6182
50508-brbrabr

brianmce@charter.net, mceshomeservices.com

Brian McElligott
North Street,
Upton,MA
Ma 01568
01568
Brian
McElligott 9216
Plumbley
Road, Upton,

TAKE LIFE OUTDOORS

POWERED BY PROPANE

Fireplaces & Fire Pits • Grilling • Generators
Pool & Spa Heating • Outdoor Kitchens
Patio Heating & Lighting

Call today to make your life better with propane!

508.533.6561

Courtesy of
StatePoint Media
Replacing your
roof? Insights from
a new nationwide
survey may help you
better understand the
many facets involved
in this important
decision.
The 2021 Roof
Purchasing Study
conducted by Signet
Research Inc. for
DaVinci Roofscapes,
shows that consumers
want durable roofs.
Nearly 85% of those
surveyed indicate that
durability has a lot
of influence in the type of roof they would purchase.
Longevity of a roofing product was the second highest
influencer, followed by resistance to severe weather.
Mother Nature Match-Up
Study results indicate that severe weather damage is
the most likely event to prompt homeowners to replace
their current roofs, followed by age of their existing
roof. When it does become necessary to replace the
roof, 32% of respondents indicate they are “very likely”
or “likely” to consider a faux roofing product, such
as composite slate or shake materials, which typically
stands up to severe weather and is known for its
longevity.
“Mother Nature pounds roofs on a regular basis,” says
Mark Pagel, general manager of DaVinci Roofscapes.
“Homeowners recognize that hail, high winds and
severe weather can take their toll on roofs. They’re
reacting by seeking out roofing materials that will stand
up to strong weather conditions. While price is an
important consideration, respondents of the survey are
focused more on value. They’re interested in investing
in durable roofing materials, like synthetic slate and
shake tiles, which are guaranteed to hold up to severe
weather conditions.”
Contractors are Influential
When it comes time to select a specific roofing
brand, 61% of homeowners are looking for a quality
product. To find that roofing brand, 57% are relying on
their contractor for recommendations, which is more
than they do on family and friends (35%), or even their
own personal experiences with a brand (37%).
“Homeowners understand they may choose a new
roof only once or twice in their lives,” says Pagel.
“They also understand that contractors make these
decisions many times a year for their projects. The
research indicates homeowners respect and value the
recommendation of contractors who work regularly
with different building products.”

10-Year Comparison
A national survey sponsored by DaVinci Roofscapes
in 2011 provides insights into changes in consumer
attitudes toward their homes in the span of the last
decade. In a comparison of the 2011 Color Study
(conducted by Harris Research) and the 2021 Roof
Purchasing Study, results show:
• A strong growth in homeowners valuing the curb
appeal of their personal properties in the past decade
(78% viewing it as “extremely” or “very important”
in 2011 as compared to 88% with similar feelings in
2021).
• An increase in homeowners seeing their home
exterior as a reflection of their personality (71% in
2011; 85% in 2021).
• While durability remains the biggest influencer
of a roofing purchase, the second-most popular
influencer has changed dramatically. In 2011,
longevity was the second response. In 2021, that
has changed to pricing, up from the number eight
position 10 years ago.
• Severe weather damage remains the number one
reason for replacing a roof. However, is 2011, 65%
said severe weather would prompt a new roof
purchase (with 9% reporting current roof damage
from a weather-related event), compared to 57% in
2021 (with 32% reporting a currently damaged roof
from severe weather).
• While 23% of homeowners reported replacing their
roof due to old age in 2011, 44% (almost double) said
old age was the reason to replace a roof in the 2021
study.
• Color preference has remained consistent. Black is
still the most popular roof color, followed by gray,
brown and beige/tan.
Bottom line? A new roof can be a good, solid
investment, especially when your roof is able to
withstand the elements over the years and look
great while doing it. For more roofing insights, visit
davinciroofscapes.com.

medwayoilpropane.com

IT’S
TERMITE
SWARM
SEASON
PROTECT
YOUR
FAMILY
&
PETS
IT’S
TERMITE
SWARM
SEASON
LET US KEEP YOUR HOME TERMITE FREE
LET US KEEP YOUR HOME TERMITE FREE
Licensed
Licensed
& insured.
& insured.
All work
All work
guaranteed.
guaranteed.

Family Owned & Operated
Family Owned & Operated

WPC Pest
Pest &
&
WPC
Termite Control
Control
Termite

Calltoday
today
Call
508-435-2211
Call NOW to eliminate Ticks
508-435-2211
nobugsnopests.com
& Mosquitos in Your Yard. nobugsnopests.com
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Home Improvement
RMV Warns of Text Phishing Scam
The Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV)
is cautioning customers to be aware of a text phishing
scam that has been reported in the Commonwealth and
in other states. The scam reportedly involves customers
receiving text messages, claiming to be from the
“DMV,” that directs them to click on a provided link to
update their personal identifying contact information.
Customers can identify this type of text as a phishing
scam because it includes “DMV” and in Massachusetts,
DMV is not the name of the Registry of Motor Vehicles;

in Massachusetts, the name of the Registry is abbreviated
as “RMV.” Any text using the phrase “Department of
Motor Vehicles” or “DMV” should be deleted.
The RMV does not send unsolicited requests for
personal and/or contact information to customers by text.
Any communication by text from the RMV would be the
result of a customer-initiated request or transaction.
For the latest updates and information, please check
Mass.gov/RMV or follow the RMV on Twitter @
MassRMV.

Are you a Home Improvement Business?
Your Ad should be here! Call your ad rep today.

NOW CARRYING VIKING APPLIANCES.

QUALITY PRODUCTS ~ GREAT PRICES

Lori Tate:

Colette Rooney:

Suzanne Odell Farber:

508-529-0301
loritatetowncrier@gmail.com

508-922-9674
cerooney@charter.net

508-954-8148
Sue@sodellconsult.com

“The magic thing about home is that it feels good to leave,
and it feels even better to come back.”

1920

Full Time Service Department

100th

2021

Factory Authorized Service Agents

We service all brands, no matter where they were purchased!

• LCD, LED &
PLASMA TVs
• Air Conditioners
• Washers/Dryers

• Refrigerators
• Dehumidifiers
• Gas and Electric Ovens
• Gas Grills

$10 OFF

• Wall Ovens and
Microwaves
• Kitchen Ventilation
Systems

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING
with same day
payment.

INSTALLED CLEANED REPAIRED

508.435.3381

Authorized Dealer

24 Hr Emergency Support • Hopkinton • JCParmenterSeptic.com •

Frank’s Appliance Sales & Service
331 Main St., Milford

508-473-1309 • www.franksappliance.com
Hopkinton
Upton

POWER
WASHING
Maintain & Preserve Your Home & Property

Any Room,
Any Home,
Anywhere

Siding • Decks • Stairs • Walks • Roofs • Driveways

Call to schedule

508-514-9900

BEST MULCH PRICES AROUND
MULCH • PAVERS
DECORATIVE STONE • LOAM

• Boucher Energy Systems, Inc. is an Elite Diamond
Contractor offering the 12 & 12 Warranty Program
• 0% Financing and Rebates through Mass Save

Call for Competitive Pricing!

508-473-6648
www.boucherenergy.com

508-634-3300

www.cookfpi.com
252 Milford St,
Rte 140, Upton

Install in the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork.
We provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.
© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.
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Home Improvement
Quality Renovations &
Distinctive Building

Roofing Specialists

The Advertiser's Club
Introduces

Aardvark Services
Keeps Moving
Forward

GEORGE J. CYR, JR.
ROOFING & SIDING
ADDITIONS & BASEMENTS
PORCHES & DECKS
CUSTOM INTERIOR
FINISH CARPENTRY

508.529.7601 (office)
508.951.3630 (cell)

geocccllc@gmail.com
Lic. #049619
Remodel #186331

Fully insured
s
Free Estimate

A A R D VA R K
JUNK REMOVAL

Aardvark Services is run by John
Pagliocca and Lynne Pelletier.

We junk it - Move it - Clean it - Recycle it - Scrap it
• Hoarding Specialists
• Appliance Removal
• Rubbish Removal
• Junk Removal
• Construction Clean Up
• Office Cleanings
• Carpet Cleanings
• Basement Cleanouts

• Storage Cleanouts
• Recycling
• Office/Residential Moves
• Room to Room Moves
• Appliance Moves
• Social Services Specialists
• Furniture Moves
• Scrap Metal

Local & Family Owned
508-395-8369
aardvarksvcs@gmail.com

SUPPORT
YOUR LOCAL SHOPS!

Don't spend
another summer
sweating!

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:
- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)
- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan
- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available
- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service
- Maintenance Contracts Available

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.

By Christine Galeone
Staff Reporter
Establishing a long-term relationship with a client
isn’t always easy for a small business. The business must
be trustworthy, reliable, and efficient. And, perhaps, it
doesn’t hurt to have a name that can make people smile.
Aardvark Services, located in Upton, has succeeded in
that mission. Not only was it able to stay afloat during
the height of the COVID-19 pandemic because of the
area offices it provides janitorial services for, it has also
established a long-term relationship with Vinfen, a
Cambridge-based nonprofit that is one of the largest
nonprofit employers in Massachusetts. It provides moving
services and junk removal for the organization’s many
clients.
Maintaining its trustworthiness, reliability, and
efficiency has helped Aardvark Services to get through
the pandemic. Those same qualities and the ability to
pivot are also helping the small business to move forward.
The business has been run by John Pagliocca and his
girlfriend, Lynne Pelletier, since 2013. When it started,
they didn’t have any employees, and they only provided
janitorial services for offices and carpet cleaning. They
now have two part-time employees, and they work
with one contractor. Because of the enormous success
it experienced on the online forums Thumbtack and
WastePlace, which connect consumers and businesses to
local businesses and contractors, Aardvark expanded its
services. They now include moving, junk removal, metal
removal, clean outs and realtor turn overs.
Pagliocca, who previously had nearly 20 years of
professional experience as a facilities supervisor working
for the school system in the Town of Holliston, said
that the vast majority of Aardvark’s clients are local
residents, and many are seniors. “We do things that a
lot of customers can’t do on their own,” Pagliocca said,
noting that he and Pelletier are careful to keep the prices
reasonable, so that it doesn’t hurt customers’ finances.
“That’s what makes me feel good.”
Additionally, Pagliocca said that the business provides
non-judgmental courteous service, which is especially
helpful when it provides junk removal or clean outs for
people dealing with a hoarding situation. He added that
he, Pelletier, and their employees are happy to wear masks
upon request.
So, what would the business with the name that makes
people smile like potential customers to know? “We’re
family oriented,” Pagliocca said. “And that we look at the
jobs as helping people, not just as work.”
For more information or to request a price quote,
please contact Aardvark Services at 508-395-8369
or aardvarksvcs@gmail.com. The business is also on
Facebook as Aardvark Services, Upton, Massachusetts.

© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.
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Team Micky Ward
Charities Bike Run
on September 11
The Team Micky Ward Charities will
sponsor its 12th Annual Bike Run/BBQ on
September 11 and is scheduled to start at
the Italian American Vets Club in Milford.
Biker registration is scheduled from 10:30
to 11:30 a.m. with bikes taking off at 12
noon. The takeoff ceremony will focus on
the 20-year anniversary of September 11.
The ceremony will feature Ricky Robidoux
with The National Anthem and other
ceremonial events followed by a few words
from Micky Ward.
The cost is $20 per bike/$10 per
passenger. Stops on the run will include
Waterfront Mary’s in Webster and
Southside Bar and Grill in Milford, then
back to The Italian Vets Club. The outdoor
BBQ will begin around 3 p.m. with Chip
Zale providing the music on the lawn and
Moxie with Antonio Casasanta preforming
inside, following the presentations and
raffles.
Micky Ward dedicated his life to boxing
and was the subject of the 1997 film, The
Fighter, starring Mark Wahlberg and
Christian Bale. Ward now dedicates his
time helping local families in need. His
organization, Team Micky Ward Charities,
has raised more than $1 million.
The September 11 run will be supporting
David Frend, who is battling cancer.
For advanced tickets, or more
information please contact Milford Chapter
Representatives Erika Robertson at
508--446-1983 or Roger Dupuis at
508-294-2022. The Italian Vets Club is
located at 4 Heyward Field in Milford.

SATURDAY
AUGUST 28
10am - 3pm

Rain Date: August 29th, 2021
Plains Park
90 Cedar St
Milford

◦

◦
◦

◦
◦
◦

◦

Games Contests id Zone Face Painting Raffles
Demonstrations Cornhole Pie ating Contest
TonsFREE
of Vendors
FoodFUN
Trucks
ac & Cheese Cook off
FAMILY

◦

www.milfordchamber.org

Blaire House

of Milford

508.473.6700

Family Owned & Operated for Over 50 Years

A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

When it comes to

Senior Care,

YOU CAN
ALWAYS TRUST
Blaire House of Milford has achieved
for the 3rd year, the “Highest”
rating from the Federal Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services.

5

STAR
RATING

family

We are proud to be recognized for going over and
beyond when it comes to taking care of your family!
A prior year’s Annual Bike Run to benefit the
Team Micky Ward Charities.

Advertising in the
Upton & Mendon
Town Crier
Makes Good
Business Sense…
It’s Delivered to
5,800 addresses in
Upton and Mendon.
The Town Crier
is the Newspaper
Everyone
Loves to Read!

Adult Day Health Program with Memory Care Services • 24-hour Nursing Care
Short Stay Rehabilitation • Assisted Living Residence • Transportation Services
Home Care Services • Hospice Care • Respite Care

For more information or to schedule a tour, please call

TOLL FREE Central Admissions
at 844.322.3648 or Fax 978.522.8329

20 Claflin Street, Milford, MA 01757 • www.elderservices.com
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School News

HOMEMAKERS/
PC AIDES WANTED

BVT Completes Numerous
Campus Enhancements

Part Time Jobs
Flexible Hours

Must have car
Work in Milford, Ma area
Call PRIMARY HOME CARE
at

Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational Technical
High School is a busy place, and summer break is
(508) 478-3500
no exception. While students and instructors are
for more information
on sabbatical, it is the ideal time for routine and
preventative maintenance,
campus improvements,
and special projects to
be underway. Likewise,
the break allows the
administrative leadership
team to recharge and
prepare for the next
school year through
an annual retreat,
professional development,
David A. Pickering • Andrew D. Pickering
and skill attainment
Funeral Directors
activities.
As educators approach
The first day of school for all BVT students is Monday, August 23.
the next school year in
Offering dignified service
an environment of everchanging regulations,
to those of all faiths in Upton and the
Laboratory, and a significant section of the Painting & Design
reopening plans must consider the
Technology program received a complete renovation utilizing in-house
surrounding communities since 1902
possibility of additional adjustments
resources, a cost-savings to the district, by tapping into student and
to distancing requirements and other
staff expertise, talent, and skill to assist with creating a new student
virus containment mandates. With a
classroom and vinyl workroom within the shop. The Painting & Design
�
competitive grant provided by the New
students have happily applied the finishing touches, a fresh coat of
England School Development Council
paint, of course. They are eager to use their newly renovated area.
(NESDEC), the annual retreat allowed
“At Blackstone Valley Tech, we cheer for each other, celebrate
off-campus accommodations, providing
successes, and take pride in our continuous improvements and growth,”
45 MAIN STREET
a focused opportunity for strategizing
said Superintendent-Director Dr. Michael F. Fitzpatrick.
reopening plans. As well as comparing
“We are excited to deliver high-quality education, navigating students
UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01568
notes, exchanging notes ideas, and sharing
on their educational journey.”
best practices with colleagues from other
With summer projects complete, 65 Pleasant Street is looking spiffy.
schools.
The first day of school for all students is Monday, August 23. Dates for
www.uptonfunerals.com
Meanwhile, the Facility Department
special school events, exams, and holidays are available at ValleyTech.
completes a compressive checklist that
k12.ma.us/ImportantDates.
includes a thorough inspection of
the entire school building to ensure
Crafter
everything is in proper working order. All
Space
classrooms, vocational shops, common
Available areas, corridors, and lockers are cleaned
and disinfected. Resolutely, the campus is
sparkling and ready for the return of its
staff and students.
Staff and students will notice
numerous enhancements. There is a
new Biotechnology shop, Chemistry

508-529-6992

Butterfly
Shop

Unique Handcrafted Gifts

254 N. Main St., Uxbridge • 508-840-5435

DENTAL Insurance

Home • Auto • Business
Workers Comp

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Howard or Barbara Rutfield
info@rutfieldinsurance.com

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

508.839.1500
www.rutfieldinsurance.com

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

33 Main Street • Upton, MA 01568

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist you want

LIQUOR PLUS

High Noon

Seltzer with real juice
and vodka
Mixed 8pk

$19.99
Chateau
Castegens
Bordeaux

$13.99 750 ml

New Item

Premium Vodka

Shipyard
Pumkinhead

$1.60 each or 2 for $3.00

$17.39 +dep

First Press
from France

Ricura

Khor
100ml

Ruby Red Rose with
grapefruit

12pk bottles & cans

Cream Liquor with rum

$1.00 50ml

$10.99 750ml

125 MAIN ST., UPTON • 508-529-6196
Mon-Sat: 8:30 am - 9:00 pm • • Sun. 12pm - 6pm
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No wait for preventive care and no deductibles –
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,

exams, fillings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefits you can receive

FREE Information Kit

1-855-993-6463
www.dental50plus.com/273
*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/
certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific
offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID:
C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917
MB17-NM008Ec
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Mendon-Upton School Budget
Readjusting After Close Call

By Scott Calzolaio
Staff Reporter
With a positive vote to stabilize the school budget during Mendon’s August 9 Special Town Meeting, Interim
Superintendent Maureen Cohen announced that all teacher and staff positions have been fully restored.
After a budget season that’s caused contention in both towns, the situation is finally sorted out. During an August
16 School Committee meeting, Cohen said that programs based around technology, world languages, and music
will also be fully restored.
“We’re able to keep those reasonable class sizes for our students, particularly at the elementary level,” she said.
If this resolution was not made in time for the school year, she said, class sizes would have
exceeded 30 students in multiple grades because of the cuts.
As a result of the budget resolution coming so late, close to 20 staff are returning to work,
while there are 22 job postings up right now, she said.
Between new positions and staff that have left, hiring for those positions is ongoing.
Cohen added there will be a full staff to handle the new school year.
She said that paying special attention to social-emotional health coming out of the
pandemic is key, and that she’s relieved to see the staff will be full, and ready.
“It also allows us to address the mental health, and social emotional needs of our
students,” she said. “Which have been exacerbated by the pandemic.”
Cohen said that teacher assignments will be sent to families soon, and that the delay has
been due to the budget being upheld for so long. She said that as hiring is occurring,
and positions are being filled, classroom rosters are being organized. Parents will receive
information in the next few days, she said.
“I think families are going to be really pleased with who we have on board,” Cohen said.

42 Congress Street, Milford
508-473-5511

Mobile deposit is a snap with your
Milford Federal Bank mobile app!

Worcester Academy Announces Semester 2
Honor Roll And Headmaster’s List
Worcester Academy proudly announces its final Honor Roll and Headmaster’s List for
the 2020-2021 School Year. The honors represent the achievements that each of these
Worcester Academy students has earned through academic excellence, challenges, and
personal growth.

EZ Banking

Open any Milford Federal EZ Checking
account and start banking on the go!

Mendon: Graciela Stolberg, Grade 10, First Honors; Alexandra Lomax, Grade 11,
First Honors; Darius Lomax, Grade 12, First Honors; and Devin Lomax, Grade 12,
Headmaster’s List.
Upton: Matthew Xu, Grade
9, Headmaster’s List; and
Rowen Sadlier, Grade 12,
Headmaster’s List.
Milford: Talia Rassias, Grade
10, Headmaster’s List; Dominic
Silvestri, Grade 11, First
Honors; and Talia Alkhoury,
Grade 11, Second Honors.

`
`
`
`

Deposit checks
Pay bills
Transfer funds
Check your balance

Visit MilfordFederal.com or download the app
today to get started!
508.234.8256
Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

AS SEEN ON

TV

For a FREE brochure call:

1-855-795-7866
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Nipmuc’s Christensen Commits to Merrimack Soccer
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Nipmuc senior Caleigh Christensen comes from a big
soccer family. Her father Steen, who is from Denmark, was
an All-American at the Division II collegiate level and her
mother, Lisa, was also a soccer standout in Massachusetts.
So it’s only natural that Christensen is going to continue
a successful career on the pitch at the collegiate level, giving
her verbal commitment to play for Merrimack College.
“I’ve really wanted to play soccer in college and when I
started in the recruiting process, I realized Merrimack had
a graphic design program that I wanted,” she said. “Right
as I stepped on campus, it felt right. When I stepped on the
field, I knew I wanted to call this place home. The size and
the atmosphere are just right for me.”
Christensen has played center back for the Warriors, but
her versatility is something the Merrimack coaching staff
has already noted.
“I could play center back, right back, midfield, I am
flexible with that,” she said. “The coach said we will figure it
out when I get there.”

First, Christensen has another year with Nipmuc
ahead of her, one that she hopes will be a bit
more “normal” after the modified fall season last
year. Christensen said she has been lucky to be
surrounded by great coaches during her time at
Nipmuc.
“They have helped me believe I could do it,” she
said. “They have been such a big influence and taught
me to be a better athlete and a better person.”
In addition to soccer, the graphic design program
at Merrimack is a huge draw for Christensen.
“I have always been into art,” she said. “In the past
year, I have been doing it all digitally.”
Christensen created her own graphic design
business and worked with a local cupcake shop
Caleigh Christensen will be heading to Merrimack College next year.
in Worcester called the Queen’s Cups. Christensen
said she worked with the shop, drawing logos for
their cupcakes and even designing her own logo for
“My dad got me into soccer at a young age and I fell in
“Caleigh’s Cupcakes.”
love with the sport the same way he did,” Christensen said.
She said she is excited to pursue her two passions, design “My family is big into soccer and they have supported me
and soccer, in college.
the whole way.”

Landini Stepping in for BVT Football this Fall
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Longtime Blackstone Valley Tech football assistant
coach Anthony Landini will step into the head coaching
role this fall as he fills in for Jim Archibald.
Archibald will miss the year for health reasons, but
Landini, who has been on staff since 2012, is expecting a
smooth transition.
“Everything is going to be pretty much the same,” he
said. “We are going to throw the ball, run the spread. We
have [assistant coach] Al Richards back and he has been
on more state championship and Super Bowl teams than
I can count, he has a ton of
experience.”
Landini and Archibald are
close friends and Landini said
the two will likely be talking
every day throughout the
season.
“He is not necessarily going
to be there, but when it comes
to helping me scheme and
breaking down the film, we
are going to do a lot of that
together,” he said. “It’s like
everything else. When a kid
gets injured, the train has to
keep on rolling, we have to
keep pushing on.”
“He’s been with me for a

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE
INSURANCE NEIGHBOR

long time and there is no one who is more deserving to
lead our team than Anthony Landini,” Archibald said.
“He’s a tremendous coach, friend, and person and I’m
really happy and thankful for him, Al Richards and our
entire staff for helping me out while I get back on my feet.”
BVT Athletic Director Mike Dense said appointing
Landini as interim head coach was a no-brainer.
“He knows the system in and out, he has been a
coordinator for a number of years and he has shared in
the successes of the program,” Denise said. “We have all
the confidence in the world that he will move the program
forward and continue that success.”
Landini said there might be a few wrinkles to the
offense this season. With so much size and depth on the
line, the Beavers may be able to run the ball and play more
power football, giving opposing defenses a different look
compared to Valley Tech’s usual spread offense.
“When I first got here, we had to evolve, we were a
Wing T team and we evolved to the spread,” Landini said.
“We didn’t have many big linemen back then. Now it feels
like every one that steps in from the younger grades is a
lineman, it depends on the kids we get.”
While Landini said he has busted Archibald’s chops
about taking his job, he said the program is Archibald’s
and he is just minding the store. Still, he is keeping
expectations high.
“We have a winning culture here,” Landini said. “And I
would like to keep it that way.”

O

ur family-owned and operated independent agency offers
only competitively priced and time-tested insurance products
designed to fit your individual needs. Specializing in home, auto,
business, condo and renters insurance since our establishment in 1950,
our agency is deeply rooted in the communities we serve and committed
to providing the very best of value for your hard-earned dollars. Whether
new to the area or a lifelong resident you will benefit from the sound
advice provided by our professional service advisers.

Contact us today!
(508) 435-6388 • 80 Main Street, Hopkinton
www.PhippsInsurance.com

HOME • CONDO • RENTER • AUTO • BUSINESS
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Nipmuc Happy to
Be Back Playing
Fall Football

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Even though he was grateful to have a
shortened spring schedule last school year,
Nipmuc football head coach Dave Tupper
is thrilled to be looking forward to playing
under the lights on fall Friday nights.
“We didn’t have any complaints about how
the weather turned out in the spring, but it’s
just better to be back in a regular rhythm and
get some Friday night games in,” Tupper said.
“We are really excited, there is nothing like
fall football in Massachusetts.”
The Warriors began camp this week
with players from Blackstone Valley Tech,
Blackstone-Millville Regional, and Uxbridge.
Practice is scheduled to start Friday and the
first game against St. Paul’s of Worcester is just
a few weeks away.
Nipmuc will be led by a quartet of
experienced captains this year, all of whom
are expected to play significant roles on the
field.
Oscar Clark will start at quarterback for
Nipmuc after playing that position during the
spring.
“He’s an important piece,” Tupper said.
“The big thing we need from Oscar is a little
more consistency. He did a lot of good things
and he has things he needs to improve on, so
that’s where we are focusing. But he knows
the offense after a number of years and he has
been a good leader.”
Clark will work with fellow captains Jason
Ramsey and Mike Tinio on offense. Ramsey
is healthy again after suffering a broken foot
during the spring season. He will see time at
running back and in the defensive backfield.
“He’s recovered, he looks good, and he’s put
in a lot of time in the weight room and gotten
stronger,” Tupper said. “We need a lot from
him on both sides of the ball.”
Tinio is a high IQ player, Tupper said,
and one of the most versatile players he has
ever coached. A natural wide receiver, he
stepped into the running back spot last year
due to some injuries and is also the backup
quarterback.
“He literally plays everywhere, but it’s
defensively where we really need him,” Tupper
said.
Tinio has been a mainstay at linebacker
since his sophomore year and leads the
defense. The fourth captain, Joe Carlson, is
another experienced player who will start
on both the offensive and defensive lines. He
played on Nipmuc’s Super Bowl team as a
freshman and has taken some of the younger
linemen under his wing.
Tupper said Nipmuc has a chance to be
competitive if the team is able to stay healthy,
but just being back at camp has been a boost
for the entire program.
“Everything is positive,” the coach said. “It’s
just good to be out there.”

Sports

Register for the 33rd Annual Boston Marathon®
Jimmy Fund Walk

Registration is now open for the 2021Boston Marathon®
Jimmy Fund Walk: Your Way presented by Hyundai. The
Jimmy Fund Walk will be a virtual event to ensure everyone’s
safety. Participants will be encouraged to “Walk Your Way”
from wherever they are most comfortable—whether that be
from their neighborhood, favorite trail, or from a treadmill on
Sunday, October 3. The 2021 Jimmy Fund Walk will continue
to unite the community to raise funds for the Jimmy Fund
to support all forms of adult and pediatric patient care and
cancer research at the nation’s premier cancer center, DanaFarber Cancer Institute. Whether participating for themselves,
loved ones, neighbors, or co-workers, each walker shares a
common purpose: to support breakthroughs that will benefit
cancer patients around the world. Everyone in the Jimmy
Fund community is an important partner in The Dana-Farber
Campaign, the ambitious $2 billion, seven-year fundraising
effort to prevent, treat, and defy cancer. The Dana-Farber
Campaign will accelerate the Institute’s strategic priorities
by supporting Revolutionary Science, Extraordinary Care,

Steve Khoury Taking Over Nipmuc Girls Soccer
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
After spending the past couple of years coaching semiprofessional women’s soccer, Steve Khoury is happy to be back
coaching high school soccer as the newly-named head coach of
the Nipmuc girls’ team.
“This is the level I really like the most,” Khoury said. “With
club soccer, you have training and sometimes people show up,
sometimes they don’t. With high school, you know they are
going to be there and you can really put your stamp on things.”
Khoury has been coaching soccer for over 20 years. His most
recent high school stint, at Millbury, ended with back-to-back
state championships. He then stepped away from coaching to
watch his own daughter play at Worcester Academy.
At Millbury, he said he developed a culture that inspired envy
from other programs. It’s something he is hoping to recreate at
Nipmuc.
“I want other teams to look at us and say ‘that’s how we want
to play, we want to be like them,’” he said. “At Millbury, one of
my daughter’s friends said they watched us warm up and knew
they were going to lose even before the game started. The way
we play, the way we warm up, the way we present ourselves,
that’s what I want to see.”
Khoury said training is going to be tough for the Warriors,
but it’s going to be soccer focused.
“I want every player to get better, I want their knowledge
of the game to get better, I want them to take it seriously, but
I hope they enjoy it too,” he said. “If they like soccer, they are
going to enjoy the training because that is what we are going to
do.”

Most of the
upcoming
preseason is
going to be spent
getting to know
his team and
the competition
around the
area. Khoury
said he has not
decided on a
specific system,
preferring
instead to mold
the style of play
around the
personnel he has. Steve Khoury is the new girls’ soccer coach at
Nipmuc High School.
It’s a system that
worked well for
him during his
time in Millbury.
Khoury said one goal will be for Nipmuc to win its league
and qualify for the tournament.
“I don’t really know any of the girls yet, but winning the
league should always be a goal,” he said. “I usually keep the
goals and the focus short term and not long term. In the short
term, we want to improve with every training session and get
better each game. If we make the playoffs, then we can think
about those bigger goals.”
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Exceptional Expertise, and Essential Opportunities. Details
for Sunday, October 3, are still being finalized, and participants
can anticipate inspiring virtual programing throughout the day
and in the days, weeks, and months leading up to Jimmy Fund
Walk: Your Way.
Anyone interested in additional information can reference
the Jimmy Fund Walk: Your Way frequently asked questions
or can send an email to JimmyFundWalk@DFCI.Harvard.edu.
To register for the Walk (#JimmyFundWalk) or to support a
walker, visit JimmyFundWalk.org or call (866) 531-9255. This
year’s event will have a lower fundraising requirement, $100
for adults and $25 for those under 18, with a $5 registration
fee. All registered walkers will receive a bib and medal and
the first 5,000 to register will receive a commemorative Jimmy
Fund Walk T-shirt. All Jimmy Fund Walk participants are
encouraged to utilize the Charity Miles App to help with
training and fundraising, engage with Dana-Farber patient
stories and podcasts, receive special offers from Jimmy Fund
Walk sponsors, and much more.

2018

VisitususatatParkPlaceDentalMA.com
hopkintondmd.com
Visit
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Hopkinton
54 Hopedale
St.,Suite
Suite210,
8, Hopedale
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A Different Kind of PMC Weekend

Local ADs Planning
for ‘Normal’
Fall Sports Season

SPORTS FLASH
By Chris Villani

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Area athletic directors are hoping for a return to a more “normal” fall sports
season after the past year was replete with restrictions and other guidelines imposed
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Even with cases of the novel coronavirus rising due to the highly-contagious delta
variant, the fall slate of football, soccer, volleyball, field hockey, golf, cheerleading,
and cross country should look pretty much like it did in 2019, before the start of the
pandemic.
“I think we are preparing for as normal of a fall as we can remember,” said
Blackstone Valley Tech. Athletic Director Mike Denise. “Obviously if there is
guidance that comes out, our administration will take a look and likely move
forward with the guidance that is put forward.”
“As of right now,” he added, “we are moving forward as if it was going to be a
normal opening.”
In the high school sports context, “normal” means a return to the regular rules
of sports like soccer and field hockey, as opposed to the modified versions of the
sports played last year with changes aimed at minimizing contact between the
players.
It also means football and girls’ volleyball, which were moved to the late winter/
early spring, will go forward on the regular timeline and teams will play their usual
league and non-league schedules as opposed to geographically-centered “pods.”
Still, after the past year, officials’ optimism is tempered with a bit of caution.
“I would like to sit here and tell you my plan is that it will be normal, but every
week it seems to be trending in the other direction,” Nipmuc AD Chris Schmidt
said.
He said there were some lessons learned from the fall, such as the rule changes
limiting contact seemed to have little impact on the spread of Covid-19.
“I think when it comes to fall sports, the big question is masks,” Schmidt said,
adding that guidance from the MIAA could be coming as early as this week. “It’s a
bit of a ‘wait and see’ thing, but I do know everyone is excited to get started.”
Dense said volleyball could see some limitations in terms of spectators, given that
it is the only fall indoor sport, but no final decisions have been made.
“I think everybody has been looking forward to normalcy and we want to give
our athletes as close to a normal experience as we can for their games, their sports,
and the atmosphere,” he said. “That’s what they are used to, that’s what they deserve
after the hard work they have put in.”

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
From the very start of the weekend, this year’s PanMass Challenge felt a little different. The start lines
in Wellesley and Sturbridge were noticeably subdued
compared to the usual raucous atmosphere.
Organizers decided against having thousands of
riders packed in at the start line for a lengthy period
during the opening ceremonies, so cyclists instead
were asked to roll out at their leisure within a certain
window. There were about 6,000 riders this year, fewer
than in pre-pandemic times. With added routes and
the ability to do a reimagined ride in which a cyclist or
team makes up their own route anywhere they’d like,
there were unquestionably fewer riders out on the road
relative to a pre-2020 PMC weekend.
This was my 11th year being a part of the PMC, which
A smiling Chris Villani crosses the
is a two-day bike ride to raise money for the DanaPMC finish line.
Farber Cancer Institute and one of the largest athletic
fundraisers anywhere in the world.
A fraction of the usual crowd rode to Provincetown
this year, the site of a recent outbreak of Covid-19 cases. There were grab-and-go lunches
and individual water bottles as opposed to the communal jugs of the “old days.” The rest
stops were limited to volunteers only and the pedal partners, children battling cancer who
are paired with PMC teams, were not present at the Lakeville stop for the obvious reason.
But there were signs of the weekend we have all grown to love over the years. People still
lined the streets along the route, and some of the most energetic crowds sat cheering just
before the finish line or at the top of grueling hills.
There were little reminders of the real meaning behind the event, whether it’s a sign on
the side of the road held by someone being treated at Dana-Farber or seeing the “living
proof ” riders, those who had battled cancer and won.
One such rider I wrote about three years ago. Declan, our team’s pedal partner, beat a
rare form of brain cancer diagnosed when he was just 15 months old. Now a teenager, he
was out on the road this year, paying and pedaling it forward to help families who may find
themselves living the nightmare his went through.
And by the time PMC weekend had come to a close, nearly $44 million had been raised
with more to come in the next several weeks.
This year’s ride, like so many things in life, was different. But the most important parts
have a way of persevering like a weary cyclist through those last few miles.
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NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 JEEP

2019 RAM

2018 HYUNDAI

$

34,977

$47,535

$

30,977

$54,480

$

18,377

OVER 480

$36,225

$

23,677

48,977

CAR FAX
ONE-OWNER

$24,350

$

8,577

$49,895

$

40,977

SILVERADO 1500 X3 xDRIVE30i ESCAPE AWD
As low
as

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

#121-090A • ALLOYS, ECOBOOST V6

$44,945

$

®

$130/wk

As low
as

$127/wk

As low
as

$74/wk

#42683 • 4X4, ALLOYS, CUSTOM

#H02263V • SUNROOF, LEATHER

#CH02346V • HEATED SEATS, ALLOYS

VEHICLES!!

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2018 INFINITI

2016 CHEVY

2017 HYUNDAI

2018 JEEP

$46,750

$

39,677

$45,995

$

38,977

$32,850

$

23,977

CHEROKEE 4x4 1500 CLASSIC SANTA FE SUV Q50 3.0t LUXE CRUZE SEDAN TUCSON SUV GRAND CHEROKEE
As low
as

$83/wk

As low
as

$110/wk

As low
as

$81/wk

As low
as

As low
as

$95/wk

$32/wk

As low
as

$65/wk

As low
as

$101/wk

#120-866A • LATITUDE TRIM, 17” ALLOYS

#D11706L • ALLOYS, QUAD CAB, V6

#H21362A • 3.3L V-6, ALLOYS, AWD

#D11801A • SUNROOF, NAV, TURBO V6

#G21003A • ALLOYS, HEATED SEATS

#P13423A • AWD, 19” ALLOYS, SPORT

#D11641A • NAV, 4X4, SUNROOF

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$30,835

$

26,577

$39,400

$

33,977

$34,305

$

25,977

$41,850

$

29,877

$23,400

$

11,977

$31,370

$

21,377

$39,950

$

31,577

SHOP AND COMPARE OVER 2,000 VEHICLES - IN ONE LOCATION! STARTING AT ONLY $6,977 // WE SELL MORE, BECAUSE WE HAVE MORE!!!
SALE ENDS 08/28/21. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2011 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.

8-18 UXBRIDGE RD. MENDON, MA 01756
154 EAST MAIN ST. MILFORD, MA 01757
300 FORTUNE BLVD. MILFORD, MA 01757
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