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A New School
Year Begins
for the
MURSD

Upton Economic
Development Plan Passes
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
After coming before the Upton Board of Selectmen in
February with a draft of a new Economic Development Plan,
Economic Development Committee (EDC) Chair Dave Ross
took the Board’s suggestion to use public feedback to restructure
the plan.
The resulting changes led the Board to pass the plan, with the
caveat that any outdated information would be updated to reflect
the most recent data available.
“I would say that feedback fell into three categories,” Ross told
the Board at its August 31 meeting. “One was purely opinion
comments, and we read those, and it’s great that folks have
opinions.”
Other feedback pointed out incorrect or unclear information,
or suggested additions.
“We went through and tried to clean up that information and
take those suggestions,” Ross said.
With this feedback, Ross said the plan’s first priority was Upton
Center, followed by West Upton and then a focus on streamlining
municipal processes.
“Our fourth goal is to focus on fostering business growth,” said
Ross. “We update those programs, but how can we help them
grow? And then our last goal, I would say, is an aspirational goal.
These are longer term goals, three to five years, but we shouldn’t
just be focused on bringing the next dog groomer into town, or
the next barber. We have some really unique resources here in
this town from the ecotourism aspects that we can bring in, the
history with Millhaus, Town Hall, Bradish House, and then also
some of the utility infrastructure we have in town.”
Ross mentioned the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act recently signed by President Joe Biden as a potential asset
for Upton. The Act provides funding for expansion of electric
vehicles, including electric buses. He suggested that Upton could
attract a company to build a charging facility for the buses.
“That’s the type of business where we could potentially bring
in tax revenue with a low impact on the residents, day to day,” he
said. “We know residents don’t want a mass recycling plant on
140, and we know residents don’t want Target downtown.”
A data center would be another attractive option, per Ross,
with high value buildings but few employees having little impact
on town services.
“It’s kind of setting out the road map for the EDC for the next
three years,” Ross added.
“We’ve seen several iterations of this, and I’m thoroughly
impressed with how this has evolved,” said Selectman Brett
Simas. “It really focused on listening to feedback that came from
the community and from various boards and committees.”
For more information on the Economic Development
Committee’s efforts, log on to UptonMA.Gov and view the
Committee’s page by clicking the Government tab on the
home page. The EDC’s next meeting is currently scheduled for
Wednesday, October 6 at 7 p.m. An agenda will be posted online
prior to the meeting.
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On Sept. 1, Richie and Brielle Fernandes, 4th and 2nd
graders, respectively, prepare to board the bus for their
first day of school at Clough Elementary in Mendon.
(Contributed photo)

Upton’s Heritage Day Sept. 25
Upton Historical Society is once again hosting
Upton’s Heritage Day on Saturday, September 25, in
and around Upton Center. The Society is grateful for
the continued sponsorship of our annual event from
Unibank.
The Historical Society will host Crafts on the
Common from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with craft vendors
and local nonprofit organizations promoting their
activities and wares. This is an opportunity to start
your holiday shopping with many hand-crafted
items such as toys, home décor, original artwork,
clothing, jewelry, accessories, soap, and more. A
few spaces remain for vendors who can contact
UptonHistoricalSociety@hotmail.com or call Tom at
508-529-3053. Music on the Common, provided by
Johnny Diamond will start at 1 p.m. Rain cancels the
events on the Common.
United Parish will sponsor the annual townwide yard sale. For more information, go to
UnitedParishUpton.org or contact Wayne Phipps at
508-473-8442 or 508-341-0693. Maps with locations
and details will be sold for $3 at the Church starting
at 7:30 a.m. on the morning of Sept. 25. Beginning at
10:30 a.m., there will also be homemade apple crisp
for sale with real whipped cream. There will be a full
snack bar at the United Parish offering Hamburgers
and hot dogs, chips and drinks
Upton Grange will hold a family-friendly
Agricultural Fair at the VFW from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m., providing an opportunity to exhibit
handiwork, flowers, and produce from your gardens.
Competitive categories include fruits, vegetables,
flowers, and floral arranging, eggs, canned goods,
baked goods, home sewing, photography, arts and
crafts, a pumpkin decorating contest, and more.

LABOR DAY
SALES EVENT

OVER 1,300 USED CARS AT ALL TIMES // HUNDREDS UNDER $15,000

IMPERIAL HYUNDAI

Cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. Prices not valid with prior sales. Prices listed include all applicable manufacturer incentives (not everyone
will qualify) and Imperial discounts including a $1,000 Imperial Trade Assistance Bonus for a qualifying 2011 or newer trade. See us for details. Advertised price does
not include tax, title, registration, documentation, or our acquisition fees. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details. Not combinable with any other discounts or promotions. May require dealership source financing. Weekly payments calculated using an estimated down payment of $2,999 cash or trade. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Call our internet team at 508-488-2382 to see which incentives you qualify for. SALE ENDS 09/25/21.

There will be raffles, games, and animals to pet.
Judges will be awarding ribbons and sometimes
money. For more information, email UptonGrange@
yahoo.com or 508-282-0769.
Upton VFW Post 5594, 15 Milford St., will host
a flea market starting at 7 a.m. You do not need to
reserve a space. Coffee and donuts will be available
in the morning with hot dogs and drinks for sale
at 11a.m. For more information, contact David
Kennedy, 508-529-3314.
Friends of the Upton Town Library will hold
a book sale on the library lawn between 10 a.m.
and 2 p.m. Lots of bargains there. The Upton Fire
Department will host an open house at 20 Church
St. from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with their fire equipment
on display along with a table to learn about fire
safety. This is always a fun time for children and
adults.
The Upton Cultural Council is pleased to present
a performance by entertainer John Porcino at 2 p.m.
on the lawn next to the library. If it rains, they will
be in the vestry at United Parish Church. This will
appeal to all ages, featuring celebrations of story
and song sparked to life with warmth, humor, and a
playful touch of audience participation, instruments
from around the world and a message of caring for
our planet and each other. Funding is provided by
the Massachusetts Cultural Council.
Heritage Day is always a great time and the
variety of events offer something for everyone.
If circumstances require that it be cancelled
a decision will be announced on or before
September 21. Watch for more details or a notice of
cancellation on Upton Cable or at Facebook.com/
UptonHistoricalSociety.

USED CAR SUPER STORE

2017 HYUNDAI TUCSON NEW Retail Price:$30,205
#H02413 • SPORT, TURBO, WHOLESALE $
HEATED SEATS, 19” ALLOYS

22,977

PRICE:

SAVE $7,200 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $71/wk

2018 GMC SIERRA

NEW Retail Price:$49,400

36,977

#C42372V • 1500 4X4, 5.3L V8, WHOLESALE $
20” ALLOYS, ELEVATION TRIM PRICE:

SAVE $12,400 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $120/wk

2019 HYUNDAI SONATA NEW Retail Price:$29,359
#H02412 • SEL TRIM, CPO,
WHOLESALE $
HEATED SEATS, 17” ALLOYS

PRICE:

21,477

SAVE $7,900 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $65/wk

2,000 VEHICLES

IN ONE LOCATION

2018 CHEVY SILVERADO NEW Retail Price:$45,300

#C42509V • ALLOYS, 4X4,5.3L WHOLESALE $
PRICE:
V8, CUSTOM, DOUBLE CAB

35,977

SAVE $9,300 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $117/wk

2018 HYUNDAI SANTA FE NEW Retail Price:$34,305
#H21362A • 18” ALLOYS, AWD, WHOLESALE $
BLUETOOTH, BACK-UP CAM

PRICE:

24,977

SAVE $9,300 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $78/wk

2019 HYUNDAI ELANTRA NEW Retail Price:$21,850

17,677

#H22077A • SE TRIM, BACK- WHOLESALE $
PRICE:
UP CAM, FUEL EFFICIENT

SAVE $4,200 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $52/wk

MON-THUR 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUNDAY 12-6

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALHYUNDAI.COM
154 EAST MAIN STREET | ROUTE 16 | MILFORD, MA

Calling All Singers

PET PRESS

Do you love to sing? Join us and share your love of singing! GMCC’s open rehearsals will be held on
September 20 and 27 from 7 to 9:30 pm. Please arrive at the hall by 6:45 p.m. Sit in on a rehearsal or two
and see if the GMCC is right for you.
Rehearsals are held each Monday from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at the Memorial Hall Cultural Center, 30 School
St. Milford. Performances are held in the Grand Ballroom at Milford Town Hall, 52 Main St, in Milford.
The 2021 Holiday Concert Performance Schedule is as follows: GMCC Holiday Concert, The Gift, is
on Saturday, December 4 and Sunday, December 5. Claflin Hill Symphony & GMCC Holiday Pops is on
Saturday, December 11.
While we do not require an audition, a fundamental understanding of music and your commitment to
work to benefit our sound is required. Chorus members come from many towns in the Greater Milford
area. Membership fee is $25 for the season and there is a $20 refundable fee for your music.
Email info@greatermilfordcommunitychorus.org with questions regarding membership. Please visit
our website at GreaterMilfordCommunityChorus.org for more information.
The Greater Milford Chorus is a nonprofit organization sponsored by the Milford Community School
Use Program and the Milford, Bellingham, Holliston, Medway, Mendon and Upton Cultural Councils,
which are funded in part by the Massachusetts Cultural Council. For the protection of all, proof of being
fully vaccinated will be required for participation.

Reliable Pet Sitting
Professional In-Home
Dog, Cat, and Horse Care
35 Years Professional Experience in
Horse and Dog Training and Care.

Over 20 Years in Upton!
• Very Dependable
• Year Round Reliability • Daily Basis
• Will Administer Medications
• No Overnights
p if Needed
• Will take Pet to Vet Apt.

Calendar
DAV Sponsoring Yard Sale
and Craft Fair

Now Offering Obedience
Training! Call for info!

MILFORD - The Disabled American Veterans
(DAV) is sponsoring a yard sale and craft fair on
September 18 at the Italian American Veterans
grounds at 4 Hayward Field in Milford from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Rain date is September 19
Some of the fun will include a police cruiser
and fire truck on display, meeting first responders,
Juniper Farm’s ice cream truck, and a DJ.
The event is looking for craft, farm stand,
or other vendors. Space should be reserved
by September 10. The DAV is only requesting
a nominal l fee for vendor space. All local vet
organizations invited to participate. For more
information, contact Bob Linney at 508-561-1365
or email rvel1971@gmail.com.

CALL MAGGIE

508-529-6402 or 508-769-9634
It’s like leaving your friend
with a family member.

Milford Lions Annual Car Show

MILFORD - On Sunday, September 19, the Milford
Lions Club is hosting its 33rd Annual Car Show at Plains
Park, Cedar St. in Milford. Registion is from 8 a.m. to
12 p.m. Fee is $10 per entry. This will be a judged show.
Entries registered after 12 p.m. will not be judged.
Spectators $3. Presentation of Trophies at 2 p.m. for
Top 50 cars and Best of Show. For further information
call 617-899-3129, email MilfordLions@yahoo.com, or
check the Web Site at MilfordLions.org. In case of rain,
the show will be held on Sept. 26

Sacred Heart Church Twice Blessed
Thrift Shop

HOPEDALE – The Twice Blessed Thrift Shop hours are
typically the first Saturday of each month, 8:30 a.m. to
12 p.m. except when there is a holiday. Sacred Heart of
Jesus Church is located at 187 Hopedale St., Hopedale,
508-473-1900.

Upton Cultural Council Events

UPTON - The Upton Cultural council would like
to announce a free Mass Audubon presentation
to be held at the Upton Town Hall on October 20,
from 7 to 8 p.m. This introduction to Backyard
Birds of New England is a lively, one hour narrated
slide presentation that explores our local birds with
a focus on identification, songs, migration, and
behavior with a question and answer session to
follow the lecture.

Lodging Grooming
Daycare
Training
Retail Store

Upton Men’s Club Charity
Golf Tournament

UPTON - The Upton Men’s Club is sponsoring
a charity golf tournament on Friday, September
24 at Shining Rock Golf Club in Northbridge.
Registration and coffee begins at 7:30 a.m.
Shotgun start at 8 a.m. $160 per player includes
golf, cart, meal, gifts and prizes. Register online
at UptonMensClub.org/charity-golf-tournament.
Questions regarding player signup please email
Bob Drainville at drainville@charter.net.

Hours: M-TH 6:30 am - 6 pm / Fri 9:30 am-4 pm
Sat 8-12 noon / Sun 5-6 pm

508.839.1757
www.GibsonsNaturalPet.com
139 Upton Street (Rte. 140) Grafton
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HERE’S TO A GREAT SEASON!
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Final VFW Flea Market

UPTON – The last VFW Flea Market sponsored by
Upton VFW Post 5594 is scheduled for Oct. 9 at Post
Headquarters. Hours are 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Vendors
and crafters are more than welcome to join in this
welcoming event which benefits the Post and veterans.
Spaces are $10 each or $15 if a banquet sized table is
needed. No reservations are needed. Post Member
David Kennedy can provide other information at 508529-3314. As always, there will be Dunkin’ donuts and
coffee available in the morning, and then hot dogs,
chips and cold drinks at lunchtime.

Upton State Forest Foliage Hike

UPTON - On Friday, October 22, from 3 to 6 p.m.,
explore the forest as it changes colors for the season
on this four mile hike through Upton State Forest.
We will be hiking past the scenic Whistling Cave
and up the steep Grouse Trail. Program will meet at
the CCC Headquarters building. This hike ranges
from easy to difficult. Portions of the trail are hilly
and steep. This forest trail has roots and rocks along
the path. Appropriate for ages 10 and up. Sponsored
by the Blackstone River and Canal Heritage State Park
Department of Conservation and Recreation.

Family Fun RAMS
Fishing Day 1é
NORTHBRIDGE
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- Open Sky Community
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Family Fun Fishing Day at Riverbend Farm in Uxbridge along with the Massachusetts
Department of Conservation and Recreation, Blackstone River Watershed Association
and Massachusetts Division of Fisheries
& Wildlife.COWAN, DVM
JOCELYN
This year’s event is on Saturday, October 2 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. with a rain date of
DEBORAH
VEO, DVM
Sunday, October 3. There will be food, ice
cream and activities
for the whole family. All
ALYSSA
VINCENT,
ages and ability levels welcome. Fishing poles will be available onDVM
a first-come first-serve
basis or participants are welcome to bring
their
own.
ALI
O'HAGAN,
DVM
Registration does not open until September 7 This is a free event, but pre-registration
Preventative Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry, In-House
is required. Online registration
will be available at the Blackstone River Water Shed
Laboratory, Digital Radiography, Acupuncture,
Association’s web site. PleaseChiropractic
contact Loriand
Girard
with
any questions
at and
508-234-6232.
Laser
Therapy
for Dogs
Cats.
Ultrasound & Surgical Specialists
Available by Consultation.

Specialty services
available as well as
Living with the Ribbon Foundation
Sponsoring
night and weekend appointments.
Golden Lights Night Fundraiser

MILFORD – The Living with the Ribbon Foundation is sponsoring Golden Lights Night
on Friday, September
24, Street
from 6:30
to 10:30 p.m.
the Crystal Room, 49 Cedar St, in
555 Hazel
Uxbridge,
MA at
01569
Milford. The event
includes dinner, raffles,
a silent auction and more. $35 per ticket.
P. 508.278.5869
| F. 508.278.9384
| info@uxbridgeanimalhospital.com
Register online eventbrite.com/e/golden-lights-night-tickets-167680959263. For more
information or questions email livingwiththeribbon2015@gmail.com or magreenberg15@
gmail.com.
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Milford Artist Honors
Draper Mill’s Legacy with Painting
By Christine Galeone,
Staff Reporter
When Verne L.
Thayer watched the
recent demolition
of the Draper Mill
in Hopedale, the
longtime Milford
resident was struck
by something that
Milford artist Verne L. Thayer poses next to was difficult to
The Final Shift, his painting commemorating articulate. “I’m not
a writer,” Thayer
the Draper Mill demolition.
remarked, but also
(Barbara Thayer photo)
recalled thinking,
“There’s a story
there.”
Instead of telling that story, the gifted artist chose to illustrate
it with paint. The result is The Final Shift, which will be shown on
Saturday, Sept. 18 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Hopedale Cultural
Council’s 41st Annual Day in the Park at Hopedale Park.
The oil painting depicts the building’s demolition as William
Franklin Draper, Hopedale’s founder Reverend Adin Ballou, and
ghosts of mill employees mournfully watch its destruction. The
artwork honors the legacy of the historic mill, which provided jobs
and sometimes homes for thousands of people for over 100 years.
While Thayer describes the painting as special to him, it’s a
departure from the stunning landscapes that he has become known
for.

Since 1974, he has painted landscapes from New South Wales,
Australia – where he lived for nearly a decade – to New England. A
member of the Blackstone Valley Art Association, the Milford Library
Ateliers, and the Framingham Artists’ Guild, Thayer displays many of
his paintings on his website, vlthayerfineart.com. His work has been
exhibited at several regional juried fine art shows and festivals, but he
also enjoys encouraging others to hone their artistic skills through his
Milford Cable show “Capturing Nature’s Beauty,” which can also be
found on YouTube.
Thayer’s process for creating the painting was similar to the one
he employs for many of his landscapes. He likes to photograph the
subject from different angles. Thayer, who once worked at Polyform
Corporation’s Hopedale facility located in the building, took many
photos of the Mill as it was being demolished.
“I also took pictures of the Draper statue in Milford and Adin
Ballou statue in Hopedale and painted them in the picture,” he said.
“I did many thumbnail sketches and larger drawings beforehand to
find the composition I liked.” Thayer, who loves history, hopes that
the painting will impact the community. “It’s like the end of an era;
I wanted to show the loss that you don’t see,” he said. He later noted,
“The last thing I painted on there was the flag at half-mast.”
Ultimately, Thayer hopes the painting will adorn a wall where
it can be viewed by everyone. He wants people to realize what the
Draper family’s Draper Corporation, which was once the largest
manufacturer of power looms for the United States textile industry,
meant to Hopedale. “This building was a big part of what a beautiful
town Hopedale is today,” he said. “Look at the beautiful duplexes, the
parklands and the town buildings. And because of the jobs it created,
the surrounding towns also benefited.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.

John F. Hatch, M.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D.

Graduates

Optical
Shop
On-Site

Bryant University
The following local students from Upton graduated from Bryant
University Graduate School in Smithfield RI, during a commencement
ceremony on May 20:
Kathryn Hall graduated with a Master of Business Administration
Degree in General Management, and
Hannah Hobill graduated with a Master of Business Administration
Degree in International Business.

500

is New England’s

500

LEASE RETURN HEADQUARTERS

FAST and EASY PROCESS

Drive in or Call Ahead to Schedule an Appointment

We gladly accept all Toyota Lease Returns
‐ even if your lease is not from us.
And we will pay you $500 on the spot for Toyota Lease Returns

CALL: 508-488-2382

IMPERIAL TOYOTA

Real Estate Agent

Upton, Ma
508-615-1267

WestHillProperties.com
Diana@WestHillProperties.com

HOMEMAKERS/
PC AIDES WANTED
Part Time Jobs
Flexible Hours

Must have car
Work in Milford, Ma area
Call PRIMARY HOME CARE
at

(508) 478-3500

for more information

Kameran A. Lashkari, M.D.

Caroline Perriello Consigli, O.D.

Shazia S. Ahmed, M.D.

Dr. Mai-Khuyen Nguyen, O.D.

Saturday &
After Hours
Available

World-Class Eye Care & Surgery in Milford
New Patients Receive a Free Pair of Select Glasses

508-528-3344

Brand Spankin’ New

Surgery Center

Brand Spankin’ New

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$

39,761

+

#TM22110
• Back-Up Cam • Lane Departure • 3rd Row Seats

410*

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

$

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

MSRP:
$23,894

2022 TOYOTA

HIGHLANDER
LE - V6 AWD

508-473-7939

145 West St., Milford 160 South Main St (Rt 140)
Milford, MA 01757
508-381-6040

MSRP:
$40,761

2021 TOYOTA

save $1000
8 HIGHLANDERs
AVAILABLE

*New 2021 Highlander LE V6 AWD with MSRP: $40,761. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per
year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $410 per month for 36 months with $3,199 due at signing (including first month’s
payment of $410, acquisition fee of $650, customer capitalized cost reduction of $2,139). Tax, title, registration, and
inspection fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# TM22110. Offer ends 09/25/21.

COROLLA

SE FWD SEDAN
BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$

23,394

+

#NJ087661
• Lane Departure • Back-Up Cam • Bluetooth

219*

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

$

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

save $500
8 COROLLAs
AVAILABLE

*New 2022 Corolla SE with MSRP: $23,894. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per year. $0.15 per
mile excess. Lease for $219 per month for 36 months with $2,999 due at signing (including $1,635 cash or trade down,
first month’s payment of $219, documentary preparation fee of $495, and bank acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration,
and inspection fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# NJ087661. Offer ends 09/25/21.

300 F O RT U N E B O U L E VA R D | M I L F O R D, M A 01757

+ SALE ENDS 09/25/21. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION OR DISCOUNTS. PRICES NOT VALID WITH PRIOR SALES. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. NEW
CAR PRICES INCLUDE ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER INCENTIVES AND OUR IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2011 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE
US FOR DETAILS. DELIVERY MUST BE TAKEN FROM DEALER STOCK. CUSTOMER’S FINAL PAYMENT MAY BE HIGHER OR LOWER DEPENDING ON FINAL TRANSACTION PRICE.
ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND $398 DOCUMENTATION FEE. THE BUY FOR PRICE REQUIRES DEALERSHIP SOURCE FINANCING.
5 DAY OR 200 MILE RETURN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE - IF YOU'RE NOT HAPPY WITH YOUR IMPERIAL CERTIFIED USED VEHICLE, BRING IT
BACK WITHIN 5 DAYS OR 200 MILES AND WE WILL GIVE YOU A CREDIT OF YOUR FULL PURCHASE PRICE TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER IN STOCK VEHICLE. NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. CALL 508-488-2382 TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO TEST DRIVE.

SEPTEMBER 17, 2021

Diana
DelGrosso

SMILEFORVISION.COM

750 Union Street
Franklin, MA 02038

$

Trust a local professional

EYE CENTER

The Upton Bloomer Girls are now accepting applications for the 2021
Upton Bloomer Girls’ Fall Fair (previously the Upton Women’s Club Fair)
being held on Saturday, Nov. 6, at Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational
Tech. High School, 65 Pleasant St., Upton. This is the biggest fair in
Upton and a wonderful opportunity to tap into the preholiday shopping
festivities. Vendors are invited to sell crafts, products, and services at
the 2021 Fall Fair, Saturday, Nov. 6, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Booth spaces are
limited and accepted on a first come basis. For more information and an
application, contact: Donna MacNaughton, Vendor Chair of the Fall Fair,
Upton Bloomer Girls at donnamac23@verizon.net or 508-473-3173.

IMPERIAL TOYOTA

Member of the National Association of Realtors

MILFORD - FRANKLIN

Bloomer Girls Accepting
Applications for
Fall Fair Vendors

$

BUYING OR SELLING?

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALTOYOTAMA.COM
NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6
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Obituaries
Nancy Lovett (Gould) Bradley
Mendon- Nancy Lovett (Gould)
Bradley former resident of
Mendon, passed away Thursday,
August 26. She was the wife of
the late Joseph F. Bradley, Sr. who
passed away in 2000.
Nancy was born in
Woonsocket, RI, on January
30, 1937, to the late Harold D.
and Rena M. (Daigle) Gould of
Blackstone.
A lifelong learner, Nancy was
a graduate of Villa Augustina and attended Boston University.
While raising a family, and with the loving support of her
husband Joe, she went back to school at David Hale Fanning
where she earned her Practical Nursing degree in 1978. She later
continued her education at Community College of Rhode Island
to become a Registered Nurse. She returned to school to earn
her Bachelor of Science Degree in Nursing from Framingham
State in 1992. Nancy also was certified in geriatric and medicalsurgical nursing.
Nancy taught at St. Paul’s in Blackstone, before starting a
family. After receiving her LPN degree Nancy pursued her
nursing career at Milford Whitinsville Regional Hospital for
a number of years, leaving as a charge nurse. She later went
to work for Landmark Medical Center as an Assistant Nurse
Manager. During her retirement Nancy worked the election polls
in Mendon.
Nancy enjoyed spending time and making memories with
her children and grandchildren, Sunday family dinner, hiking,
ceramics, the Christmas season, playing guitar in her early years,
sewing / quilting, reading, going to the beach no matter the
weather, collecting Byers’ Choice carolers, being a nurse, and
savoring a good Manhattan.
Serving others and giving back to the community was
important to Nancy. She was a Girl Scout leader, a member
of the PTA, served on the Mendon Upton Regional School
Committee, volunteered for the American Cancer Society
leading support groups, was an active member with the
Mendon Council on the Aging, and served on the Tri-Valley
Elder Services Board of Directors. She received numerous
commendations for her service.
Nancy is survived by her children Joseph F. Bradley, Jr.
(Rosemarie), Naomiruth A. Quinlan (Donald), Nobilee L. Denis
(Jason), Nannette D. Bradley (Sharon Cefalo), and Nadine L.
Bradley (William David); her grandchildren Allison C. (Bradley)
Shakeshaft (Kieran), Megan Quinlan, Michaela Roberts, Joann
Roberts, Xavier Denis, Wyatt Denis, Holden David, and Caiden
David; brother F. Latimer Gould (Felicity); sister-in-law Jeanne
Gould; many nieces, nephews, great nieces, and nephews.
In addition to her husband and parents, Nancy is predeceased
by her daughters Johnna Gould Bradley and Joellen Brennan
(Bradley) Roberts, her brother Harold D. Gould, Jr. and her
niece Emma Gould.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be held Saturday, September
18, at 10 a.m. in St. Gabriel’s Church, 151 Mendon St, Upton.
Burial will follow in Swandale Cemetery, Hartford Ave, East,
Mendon.
In lieu of flowers donations can be made to the Parkinson
Disease Foundation, 1359 Broadway, Suite 1509, New York, NY
10018.
The family extends their gratitude to the Nurses and Staff at
Chapel Hill Assisted Living Facility, St. Antoine Nursing Home,
and Landmark Medical Center – especially Jimmy who took
excellent care of Nancy in her final hours. BumaFuneralHome.
com

Camil A. Brochu
Camil A. Brochu,
96, a longtime Upton
resident, passed
away peacefully on
Saturday, April 18,
at the Beaumont
Rehabilitation
and Skilled
Nursing Center in
Northbridge. He was
the beloved husband
of the late Theresa Y.
(Fontaine) Brochu for 57 years.
Born in Hardwick, VT, Camil was a son of the late
Ernest and Mary “Marie” (Couture) Brochu. Camil
was raised and educated in East Hardwick, VT,
and enlisted in the U.S. Army Infantry in 1945. He
served on various military bases, including being
stationed in Guam and the Philippines. He was
promoted to Corporal in 1946. Upon his discharge,
he moved to Massachusetts in 1949, where his first
job was chopping wood with his brother Roland.
Camil later joined the Massachusetts Laborers
Union Local 609, for which he worked for more
than 35 years until his retirement. Prior to his death,
he was proud of his distinction for being the oldest
current card carrying member of Local 609 and
obtaining his 60-year service pin.
Besides spending enjoyable leisure time and
hunting at his camp that he built with his brother
Phil in Reading, VT, Camil’s passions included
articulate stonework, antique bottle collecting,
toadstool painting, and gardening. He most
especially enjoyed working on the yard and
stunning flowerbeds at his 122 High St. home
in Upton. Countless individuals viewed Camil’s
meticulous stonework and landscaping. Many
people remember and still discuss today, the
fantastic Christmas light display he designed in his
yard that brightened the winter season for years.
Often, people would stop to admire his labor of
love, as well as provide him with small gifts at
Christmas just to say thank you for the uplifting
view he provided. During warmer days, his yard
was used as a backdrop for formal pictures as
couples celebrated their wedding day.
As a master stonemason, Camil’s artistry will
grace for centuries many homes and properties
throughout Upton and Worcester County. This
includes the stonework entrance to Fieldstone
Estates in Upton and most of the Welcome to Upton
signs.
Camil also left his indelible mark as masterful
painter of scenes on tree-grown toadstools. His selftaught talent was known to craftspeople throughout
New England. It was said that if you were fortunate
to own a Camil Brochu Toadstool Painting, that was
something special.
The Town of Upton and his church, the
former Holy Angels Church and Saint Gabriel

the Archangel Church, were very meaningful to
Camil. Years ago, he volunteered his time, along
with others, on the chicken barbeques and field day
that Holy Angels annually hosted at the VFW. He
was a major part of the annual skating party the
church sponsored on Pratt Pond. Whether cooking
hundreds of hot dogs or snow blowing the ice for
all to enjoy, he wanted to make sure everything
was perfect. By trimming back all the bushes and
mowing around the pond, Camil tried to ensure
families could enjoy the ice in the winter as well
as making sure youngsters could fish safely in the
summer. Camil thoroughly enjoyed looking down
to the pond from his home and seeing the rewards
of his efforts.
The time Camil spent with family and friends was
most cherished. He relished being surrounded by
family, whether making the long trips to Vermont
for sugaring or family gatherings, or attending many
family events in the Blackstone Valley. In 2014,
more than 250 family and friends help celebrate his
90th birthday at his son’s home. Camil possessed an
innate ability to bring a smile to the face of anyone
he met. Those who knew him will always have
special memories and lasting impressions.
Camil is survived by his two sons, James A.
Brochu and his wife Lisa, of Upton, and Robert C.
Brochu and his wife Sandy, of Whitinsville; three
grandchildren, Lindsey Brochu, Daniel Brochu
and Ryan Brochu, and many nieces and nephews.
He was predeceased by his brothers and sisters
Alexandra, Lorenzo, Anne Marie, Gilberte, Roland,
Lucille, Juliette, Adrien, Philip, Raymond, and
Bernard.
The Brochu family would like to express
its deepest gratitude to the entire staff at the
Beaumont Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing
Center in Northbridge for the exceptional care and
compassion that Camil received while he was there.
The Brochu family especially thanks Anna, the
Nurse Manager on Camil’s first-floor unit, for her
personal care and continued communication with
the family, and Amy, his nurse in his final hours
who did not leave his side and played music for
him until the end. The Brochu family is eternally
grateful.
In lieu of flowers, donations in his memory
may be sent to the Upton Men’s Club, P.O. Box 93,
Upton, MA 01568 or to the Upton Bloomer Girls,
P.O. Box 121, Upton, MA 01568.
Calling hours will be held from 5 to 8 p.m. on
Friday, October 8, 2021, in the Pickering & Son
Upton Funeral Home, 45 Main St., Upton. His
funeral Mass will be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
October 9, in St. Gabriel the Archangel Parish, 151
Mendon St. Upton. Burial, with military honors,
will follow in Lakeview Cemetery, Upton.
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COVID-19

Upton, Mendon Report New COVID-19 Cases
By Chris Villani
Staff Reporter/Columnist
Upton added another 15 Covid-19 cases while Mendon reported a dozen cases in the
latest town-by-town breakdown of the pandemic’s impact.
The data, released by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, showed that
Upton had recorded a total of 375 cases of the potentially-deadly virus since the pandemic
began. Mendon’s case count stood at 339 in the September 9 weekly report.
In Upton, the positivity rate was 2.59 percent after 618 new tests were recorded in the
two-week period from August 22 to September 4. Mendon showed a lower positive test
rate, at 2.49 percent, with a dozen positive results out of 481 total tests in the data snapshot.
In Milford, the total number of Covid-19 cases rose by 94 to 3,264 since the start of the
pandemic. The town showed a positive test rate of 3.74 percent.
Statewide case counts have continued to rise as the highly contagious delta variant of the
disease spreads, but the latest Covid-19 wave has not been nearly as deadly as in the past.
Massachusetts boasts one of the highest vaccination rates in the nation, with nearly twothirds of residents fully vaccinated.
The rate of hospitalizations has slowed in recent days. At the end of last week, an average
of nearly 600 Massachusetts residents were hospitalized with Covid-19, a number not seen
since the end of April. But, after rising sharply in August, hospitalizations have shown
signs of plateauing through the first days of September.
The seven-day average of Covid-19 deaths reached 10 in early September, the first time
since April it has been in double digits. The average number of daily deaths neared 80
during the surge of last winter and was as high as 175 when the virus first took hold of the
state in the spring of 2020.
The seven-day rate of positive tests was as low as 0.3 percent over the summer, and was
2.52 percent as of Sept 10. Also as of Sept. 10, the state had administered more than 9.2
million doses of one of the three Covid-19 vaccines.

Letter from
the Editor

By Michelle Sanford
So it’s 6:30 a.m. on a Monday morning and I’m sitting here in front of my laptop
thinking of what to write in my latest Letter from the Editor.
I started thinking about the weekend with my family, which was certainly football
themed.
On Saturday, my husband, son, and I took a trip up to UMass Amherst to visit my
daughter and the four of us attended the UMass vs. Boston College football game.
Unfortunately, as expected, UMass lost.
Nonetheless, it was great to be in a stadium once again enjoying a football game on
a beautiful September day, along with thousands of other fans. And yet, there were still
reminders that day that we’re continuing to deal with this pandemic; we were not allowed
to go into my daughter’s dorm and I wondered if we’d have to verify our vaccination status
to get into the game. Regardless, it was a good day. And not surprising, the two men of the
family started debating the football game all the way home.
On Sunday, we went apple picking with my husband’s family; a tradition that has been
going on for more than 25 years. Talk, of course, was the Patriot’s home opener with some
debating the defenses of both teams.
It is now Monday morning. As my son is getting ready for school and my husband
is preparing for a quick job-related road trip, the two are arguing over what caused the
Patriot’s loss. My husband is saying opposing teams should not be allowed to “punch it (the
football) out,” which ultimately resulted in a fumble causing New England to the lose the
game. My son stating firmly, “Dad, that’s football!” However, both agreed that Mac Jones
had a good game and were encouraged that a better season was coming for the Patriots.
Although the Patriots lost the game, it was wonderful finally seeing a jam-packed
stadium full of fans; something that was sorely missed last year and something I’m hoping
continues throughout the season. Then, as the two were walking out the door for school
and work, they checked their fantasy football league, ribbing each other for how bad they
did. And while I was rolling my eyes and shaking my head on the outside, inside I was
smiling realizing there are some things this pandemic won’t ever change…thankfully.

Getting to Know Upton’s First
Town Planner
By Scott Calzolaio
Town Crier Reporter
When officials and the Upton public voiced a
desire to revitalize the downtown area, volunteer
work and committees could only take the town
so far, so they hired their first ever Town Planner
- Paul Dell’Aquila.
On the team since November, Dell’Aquila has
been dedicating every Tuesday and Thursday to
Upton’s massive endeavor for a downtown rehaul.
“There is a lot of growth and development in
the whole Route 140 belt,” he said. “There’s been
a lot more focus on the Town Center in Upton.
There are a number of projects on the way.”
With growth on the agenda, the town needed
someone to facilitate the transformation process. Paul Dell’Aquila is Upton’s First
Town Planner.
There was an effort by the Downtown
(Contributed Photo)
Revitalization Committee to set out some
groundwork, but the dedicated time required was
too much.
With Dell’Aquila on the team, decisions should be made in the next couple
months, and maybe some shovels in the ground come spring.
Although the money has been approved for the Community Center, it’s still in the
approval process.
Dell’Aquila said once ground is broken, a chain-reaction will start and downtown
will be transformed into a hub of commercial activity.
The pandemic slowed progress, but he said his eyes are still on the prize, and there
are multiple developers interested in the site.
The high interest in filling the commercial space that will open up is “a good
problem to have,” he said. “The good thing is that we have businesses coming in, and
developers proposing ideas,” he said. “If there wasn’t this interest, there would be no
need for a Town Planner, and I would be out of a job,” he laughed.
A typical day for him in Upton usually involves site visits, reviewing applications,
and taking meetings with potential developers.
A big part of his job is also working on economic development in town,
answering questions to potential buyers about costs, and town expectations.
“There is a lot of stuff going on, and there’s a great staff in Upton,” he said.
Dell’Aquila is a life-long Worcester resident, who splits his professional time as
a Town Planner between Upton and Boylston - two very different communities
he said. Dell’Aquila received his undergrad at Tufts, and his Master’s from the
University of Southern California.
His vision for Upton increases foot traffic, and commercial space, while ideally
decreasing taxes and, of course, boredom.
“I think Upton has a lot of potential, and that’s what really attracted me to the
position,” he said. “I think the vision is to reactivate the Town Center,” he said. “We
want to see mixed use, ground floor retail with interesting and vibrant stores, with
people living above. By mixing a lot of these uses, they can really support each
other.”
Excited by the
possibilities of the Town’s
future, Dell’Aquila is happy
New England Steak
to be a part of the Upton
administrative team.
& Seafood Restaurant
“I came into a good team.
There are a lot of dedicated
people in Town Hall,
extremely supportive of
what I am going to do.”
Waiters &Waitresses, Hostess & Host

HELP WANTED

APPLY IN PERSON
Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
www.nesteakandseafood.com

Dining Guide
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Upton

Selectmen Approve Construction of Kiosks
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
Upton’s Board of Selectmen approved the construction
of three kiosks during an August 31 presentation by Sean
Hurley, who plans to build the kiosks for his Eagle Scout
project.
“There are three kiosks that will be put at the beginning
of hiking trails in Upton. Two of the kiosks will be placed
on Warren St., and one of them will be placed on Albert
St.,” Sean told the Board.
Sean noted that he had been working with his Boy Scout
troop, Troop 132, and Assistant Scoutmaster Kenneth Raye,
a full-time woodworker.
“Mr. Raye has been helping me to construct the kiosks
over the past two months,” Sean added. “I’ve also been
working with the Upton Land Stewardship Committee to

help this project come together.”
Via camera, Sean showed blueprints for the kiosks to
meeting attendees.
“The next step will be to install the first post that will
support the kiosk,” he said. “We have to do three of those,
one at each of the sites. We will revisit the sites, put in the
second post, and then put the roof section on the kiosks.”
Sean estimated that work would be completed by early
November, and that Eagle Scout project requirements
might affect the timeline.
“A small hiccup in the project is that I have to
demonstrate leadership through directing and helping
other scouts in my troop with the project,” he said. “And
that is great, it’s great experience to have, but it also means I
have to find a time where a sufficient number of scouts can
help me with the project, which is why the deadline is by

November and not next week.”
Once the base kiosks have been constructed, there will be
one final addition to them. Sean noted that a fourth kiosk,
located in the Upton Community Garden across from
Stefans Farm, was nearly complete except for that last part,
a center piece.
“That is just a bulletin board for anything that the town
would like to put on it,” he said. “Whether it be a trail map,
or any advice or warnings, I’m simply providing a means
to put something on the kiosk, and I’m not necessarily
deciding what will go on there. Three smaller versions of
those will go into the three remaining kiosks.”
Selectman Brett Simas thanked Sean for his time, effort,
and energy.
“Clearly a lot of work has gone into this and a lot of
thought into this project,” Simas said.

Upton Cultural Council 2022 Grant Applications
The Upton Cultural Council announces that the 2022 Grant
Cycle is now open and the deadline for all applications is October
15. Applications can be found online at MassCulturalCouncil.
org. Town and State COVID guidelines will be adhered to for
all programs. New members are welcome to volunteer for the
Cultural Council to help serve Upton. Visit UptonMa.Gov for an

application. The Local Cultural Council (LCC) Program is funded
by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, the largest grassroots
cultural funding network in the nation, supporting thousands of
community-based projects in the arts, science, and humanities
every year.

United Parish of Upton

HOLIDAY BAZAAR
Saturday,
December 4

VENDORS
WANTED
CONTACT SANDY LEACU
sleacu@gmail.com

The Upton Center
Program are limited in size. Please call
the Upton Center at 508-529-4558 for
more information on mask guidelines,
to RSVP, or for any questions.
Friday, September 17
Music & Storytelling with John Porcino
at 4 p.m.
Men’s Club Supper, Pasta and meatballs
at 5:15 p.m.
Monday, September 20
Lunch Trip to Post Office Pub in
Grafton, 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, September 21
Shopping Trip to Hannaford’s, Uxbridge,
12:30 p.m.
Mindfulness with Robin, 11 a.m.
Wednesday, September 22
Trivia at the Center w/Library Staff,
12:15 p.m.
Thursday, September 23
Shopping Trip to Shaw’s, Job
Lots, Walmart, Foppema’s Loop,
Northbridge, 9:15 a.m.
Podiatrist Appointments, 9:30 a.m.
to 12 p.m. (Call the Center for an
appointment time)
Friday, September 24
Identity Theft & Fraud Prevention Talk,
1 p.m.
Monday, September 27
Shopping Trip to Market Basket, Oxford,
9:15 a.m.
Tuesday, September 28
Trip to JJ’s & Kelly’s Farm Stand,
12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, September 29
Blood Pressure Checks, 12:30 p.m.
Birthday Bash, 12:45 p.m.
Thursday, September 30
Craft Time with Betty, 10 a.m.
Shopping Trip to Christmas Tree Shop,
Shrewsbury, 9:15 a.m.
Tuesdays
Hand & Foot Card Players Group,
12:30 p.m.
Wednesdays
Strength & Stretch, 10 a.m.
Library Table, 11 a.m.
Canasta Card Players Group, 12:30 p.m.
Thursdays
Knit/Crochet Group, 10 a.m.
Bingo, 1 p.m.
Fridays
Strength & Stretch, 10 a.m.
Facebook Fridays, 10 a.m.
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RMV Announces New Statewide
Customer Service Options

COMMER
CIA
GRADE! L

Submitted by Mass. Department of Transportation
Also starting on September 20, individual
The Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles
registration drop-off services, which temporarily
(RMV) is announcing it will begin offering a new
replaced Business-to-Business in-person services
wider variety of statewide services beginning Monday,
during the State of Emergency, will no longer be
September 20, to provide convenient service options
available at RMV Service Centers.
and flexibility and to continue ongoing efforts that have
RMV customers who are members of AAA are able
been put in place to keep customers and staff safe.
to perform many RMV transactions by appointment at
Beginning September 20, the RMV will be reopening their local AAA office.
the Attleboro Service Center for in-person services by
For more information on transactions and additional
appointment. In addition, 21 statewide Service Center
details on customer locations, please visit Mass.Gov/
locations will offer appointments for in-person vehicle
RMV or Mass.Gov/Info-Details/RMV-Covid-19and driver services, walk-in visits, and Business-toInformation.
Business (B2B) needs. The B2B locations process bulk
transactions for auto dealers and insurance agents
including new registration and titles,
registration transfers and renewals, address
changes, and cancellations.
The new and expanded customer service
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
options will include appointments for
driver’s licenses, identification and vehicle
A less expensive way to help get
transactions, B2B Center bulk transactions,
the dental care you deserve
and walk-in services will be available as of
September 20 at a number of Service Center
If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*
locations including Milford and Worcester.
Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist you want
Customers are strongly encouraged to
No wait for preventive care and no deductibles –
go online to schedule available in-person
you could get a checkup tomorrow
appointments at statewide Service Centers.
Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,
Customers, if needed, are welcome to
exams, fillings, crowns…even dentures
conduct walk-in transactions during early
NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefits you can receive
morning or late afternoon hours, but are
advised they will be served after customers
with prescheduled in-person appointments.
FREE Information Kit
Customers without appointments may have
to either wait until assistance can be offered
or return to a center on another date. A
www.dental50plus.com/273
scheduled appointment will save time and
provide flexibility and convenience.
*Individual plan.

DENTAL Insurance

1-855-993-6463

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/
certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific
offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID:
C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917
MB17-NM008Ec

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE
INSURANCE NEIGHBOR

O

ur family-owned and operated independent agency offers
only competitively priced and time-tested insurance products
designed to fit your individual needs. Specializing in home, auto,
business, condo and renters insurance since our establishment in 1950,
our agency is deeply rooted in the communities we serve and committed
to providing the very best of value for your hard-earned dollars. Whether
new to the area or a lifelong resident you will benefit from the sound
advice provided by our professional service advisers.

Are you a Certified Nursing Assistant, Certified Home Health Aide or an experienced
Medication Technician looking for both meaning and a rewarding career? Do you
have a servant’s heart and committed to making a difference every day? Then we
want to talk with you! Ony those individuals who are dedicated, compassionate and
committed to providing exceptional care to seniors need apply.
The Residence at Whitcomb House will host weekly hiring events every
Tuesday and Thursday. We welcome walk-in applicants from 10 a.m.
until 3 p.m. for an on-the-spot interview with the hiring manager!
We are located at 245 West Street, Milford, MA 01757.

Join us to learn more and to make a difference
at The Residence at Whitcomb House.

We are hiring Full-Time and Part-Time Certified Nursing Assistants for 1st,
2nd, and 3rd shifts. Our shift times are 6 a.m. – 2 p.m., 2 p.m. – 10 p.m. and
10 p.m. – 6 p.m. $2000 Sign-On Bonus for CNA and HHA positions! We are also
recruiting for a Part-Time Dishwasher (2 days a week and every other weekend
from 7:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.; Part-Time Server (3 days a week and every other
weekend from 6:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.); a FT Housekeeper (Tuesday thru Saturday
from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.); a FT Maintenance Director; a FT Concierge from 8
a.m. – 4 p.m. Monday thru Friday and a PT Concierge from 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. every
other weekend.

Milford Federal Bank

Online and Mobile Banking offers a
convenient, secure way to bank...
Anywhere, Any time!

View account balances, transfer funds and pay bills with
online banking at MilfordFederal.com.
Deposit checks, transfer funds, receive banking alerts
and more using our Milford Federal Bank mobile app.
Mobile wallet - pay with just a tap no need to swipe or insert your card.
Open a checking or savings account online!

Contact us today!
(508) 435-6388 • 80 Main Street, Hopkinton
www.PhippsInsurance.com

HOME • CONDO • RENTER • AUTO • BUSINESS
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Join an Awesome Team!
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Visit MilfordFederal.com or download the app
today to get started!
508.634.2500
Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket
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Home Improvement
Adding
to Your

McE's Home Services
Maintainance, Repairs, and Updates
Handyman Services
Licensed and Insured

From StatePoint Media
So you want to become a plant pare
your new green “baby” will thrive i
When selecting the best spaces in y
plants, it’s important to consider lig
required, as well as what benefits th
space. Wild Interiors, the leading g
tips for success. Visit wildinteriors.
From bathrooms to bedrooms to offi
of your home healthier and more in
parent.

HIC # 164430

508-524-6182
50508-brbrabr

brianmce@charter.net, mceshomeservices.com

Brian McElligott
North Street,
Upton,MA
Ma 01568
01568
Brian
McElligott 9216
Plumbley
Road, Upton,

Any Room,
Any Home,
Anywhere

STINGING
INSECTS
IT’S TERMITE
SWB

LetKEEP
us ELIMINA
LET US
YOUR HO

Bees
Wasps

Hornets
Yellow Jackets

• Boucher Energy Systems, Inc. is an Elite Diamond
Contractor offering the 12 & 12 Warranty Program
• 0% Financing and Rebates through Mass Save

UPTON
HOME IMPROVEMENT

508-473-6648
www.boucherenergy.com
Install in the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork.
We provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.

Winter Services

CARPENTRY
Snow Plowing & Roof Snow Removal
INTERIOR
& EXTERIOR
Winter Services
Snow
Plowing
& Roof
Snow Removal
PAINTING
CARPENTRY
• INTERIOR
& EXTERIOR
PAINTING
• Window &• INTERIOR
Door Replacement
CARPENTRY
& EXTERIOR PAINTING

© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

• Window
Replacement
• Kitchen&&Door
Bathroom

Remodeling
• Kitchen
& Bathroom
Remodeling
• Wood Flooring • Decks
• Wood Flooring • Decks

• Siding • Roofs • Masonry

• Siding • Roofs • Masonry

• Power Washing

• Power Washing

• Gutter Repairs & Cleaning

• Gutter Repairs & Cleaning

• BasementFinishing
Finishing
• Basement
Detailed&&Meticulous
Meticulous
Detailed
ReasonableRates
Rates
Reasonable

Call
CallMauricio
Mauricio

34 Godfrey Lane
Milford, MA 01757

508.202.8602
508.202.8602

FULLY INSURED

Lic. # 26375E

FULLY INSURED

1920

100th

Quality Renovations &
Distinctive Building

ROOFING & SIDING
ADDITIONS & BASEMENTS
PORCHES & DECKS
CUSTOM INTERIOR
FINISH CARPENTRY
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508.529.7601 (office)
508.951.3630 (cell)

2021

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING
with same day
payment.

INSTALLED CLEANED REPAIRED

geocccllc@gmail.com
Lic. #049619
Remodel #186331

MA HIC.#169427

$10 OFF

Roofing Specialists
GEORGE J. CYR, JR.

MA HIC.#169427

508.435.3381

24 Hr Emergency Support • Hopkinton • JCParmenterSeptic.com •
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Plants
Home

ent? How do you make sure
in your home or apartment?
your home for different types of
ght, humidity and maintenance
hat type of plant will bring to the
grower in all things green, offers
.com.
ffices, you can make the rooms
nviting by becoming a plant

NOW CARRYING VIKING APPLIANCES.

QUALITY PRODUCTS ~ GREAT PRICES

BOTHERING
YOU?
WARM
SEASON
ATE them...

TAKE LIFE OUTDOORS

OME TERMITE FREE

Full Time Service Department

Licensed
& insured.
All work
guaranteed.

Factory Authorized Service Agents

We service all brands, no matter where they were purchased!

Family Owned & Operated

WPC Pest &
Termite Control

• LCD, LED &
PLASMA TVs
• Air Conditioners
• Washers/Dryers

• Refrigerators
• Dehumidifiers
• Gas and Electric Ovens
• Gas Grills

• Wall Ovens and
Microwaves
• Kitchen Ventilation
Systems

POWERED BY PROPANE
Fireplaces & Fire Pits • Grilling • Generators
Pool & Spa Heating • Outdoor Kitchens
Patio Heating & Lighting

Call today
508-435-2211
nobugsnopests.com

Authorized Dealer

Frank’s Appliance Sales & Service

Fully insured
s
Free Estimate

331 Main St., Milford

508-473-1309 • www.franksappliance.com

Call today to make your life better with propane!

508.533.6561

medwayoilpropane.com

A A R D VA R K
JUNK REMOVAL

We junk it - Move it - Clean it - Recycle it - Scrap it
• Hoarding Specialists
• Appliance Removal
• Rubbish Removal
• Junk Removal
• Construction Clean Up
• Office Cleanings
• Carpet Cleanings
• Basement Cleanouts

• Storage Cleanouts
• Recycling
• Office/Residential Moves
• Room to Room Moves
• Appliance Moves
• Social Services Specialists
• Furniture Moves
• Scrap Metal

Local & Family Owned

Don't spend
another summer
sweating!

508-395-8369
aardvarksvcs@gmail.com

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:
- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)
- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan
- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available
- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service
- Maintenance Contracts Available

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.

© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.
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NEW DATES for Grand Opening
Weekend for Southwick’s
Festival of Illumination World of
Lights; Sept. 23-26
After careful consideration and due to circumstances beyond Southwick’s control,
the much-anticipated Grand Opening of the Festival of Illumination World of Lights
has been rescheduled to September 23, 24, 25, and 26, from 5:30 to 10 p.m. each
evening.
Southwick’s Zoo has partnered with the award-winning Zigong Lantern Group
working together over the past two years to create this premium, one of a kind
Chinese lantern showcase. In addition to the breathtaking lantern exhibits, guests of
the Grand Opening Weekend will experience live entertainment including Chinese
Acrobats, Asian Night Market, Street Performers, Specialty Foods and more.
From late September to January 2, 2022, Southwick’s Zoo will be illuminated
by breathtaking custom-built exhibits consisting of hundreds of Chinese lanterns
meticulously handcrafted from silk, steel, and environmentally friendly LED lights.
Guests will travel the globe through the incredible artistry of handcrafted Chinese
Lanterns and be immersed in the magical world of imagination and illumination,
visiting the African Savannahs, the Amazon rainforest, the Great Barrier Reef, as well
as many beautiful and fascinating regions in between. Beginning on November 26th
the experience becomes a drive thru, with the addition of Southwick’s Zoo’s traditional
Winter Wonderland holiday lights as well as holiday themed Chinese Lanterns. Santa
will also be visiting at his enchanted Village.
The Festival of Illumination World of Lights is an evening event, 5:30 to 10 p.m.
Wednesdays through Sundays, September 23 to January 2, 2022. Advance ticket
purchase is recommended for this must-see experience. More information please visit
FestivalofIllumination.com.

Beginning Bridges, CFCE September
BeginningBridgesCFCE.weebly.com – Facebook: Beginning Bridges CFCE – Emurray@
smoc.org – 508-278-5110

SUPPORT
YOUR LOCAL SHOPS!

Beginning Bridges CFCE supports parents as their children’s first, best and most
important teachers in the communities of Mendon, Northbridge, Upton & Uxbridge.
We are a non-profit, family support organization that provides free comprehensive
services. Currently our programs include weekly indoor and outdoor early play/
literacy story times, outdoor story walks and many activity suggestions on our
webpage. We also sponsor parent education programs, offer the Ages & Stages
Developmental Questionnaire and can connect families to resources. Our goal is to
support parents as they guide their children to reach their optimum potential. We
work with many community partners who share the same goal of strengthening our
communities. Funding for the Coordinated Family & Community Engagement Grant
(CFCE) is provided by the Massachusetts Dept. of Early Education and Care (EEC)
and sponsored by South Middlesex Opportunity Council (SMOC-Childcare/Head
Start).
Upcoming Events- We are excited to welcome families back in person this fall. A
newsletter will be sent to families with fall programs in early September. Programs will
also be posted on our website.
Registration will be required for all upcoming events and play groups. For more
information contact Emily Murray at 508-278-5110 or Emurray@smoc.org.

Head to the Start Line!
Don’t let injury stop you
from running a marathon

Our
Our team
team is
is ready
ready to
to help
help with
with your
your aches
aches and
and
pains
before
and
after
the
event.
We
offer
pains using manual therapies, exercise
manual
therapies, and
exercise
prescription
prescription
modalities.
and modalities.
Call today to schedule an appointment

508-881-6750

1 Lumber
15 West
Street,
Union
Suite
Street,
201,Ashland
Hopkinton
196
1 Lumber
E. Main Street,
Street (in
Suite
Gold’s
201,Gym),
Hopkinton
Milford
196 E.15
Main
West
Street
Union
(inStreet,
Gold’s Ashland
Gym), Milford

www.platinumptma.com
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Playtime: It’s Not Just for Kids,
Say Experts

From StatePoint Media
While most of us associate playtime with childhood, adults are increasingly
acknowledging the importance of play and leisure time for themselves.
A new survey commissioned by The Genius of Play and conducted by OnePoll finds
that 89 percent of adults have learned to appreciate the importance of play and leisure
time over the past year. What’s more, 84 percent say taking time to play helps them be
more productive at work.
“You’re never too young or too old to play,” says Anna Yudina, senior director of
marketing initiatives at The Toy Association, which spearheads The Genius of Play. “In
fact, research links play with a number of wellness benefits in adults, such as reducing
stress, boosting life satisfaction, and empowering people to be creative, flexible thinkers.”
To incorporate play into your life, consider these tips from The Genius of Play:
• Take on a Hobby: Seventy percent of adults picked up a new hobby or leisure activity
over the past year -- and with good reason. Hobbies can be a source of positive emotions,
get you outdoors, encourage physical activity and social interactions, and spark creativity.
From dancing to crafting to playing an instrument, consider taking on a new, playful
hobby or revisiting one you enjoyed during childhood.
• Plan a Game Night: While play often occurs spur-of-the-moment, life is hectic and
schedules are jam-packed. Consider scheduling time for fun to ensure it happens. For
example, make one evening each week a totally screen-free, stress-free experience. Order
pizza and break out games and puzzles. You might even consider planning themed trivia
nights delving into your favorite subjects.
• Hop in the Car: Whether you choose a destination that allows you to simply relax,
or you take on a more active adventure, a trip can broaden your horizons and rejuvenate
you when you’re feeling down or just trapped in the daily routine.
• Bring out Your Inner Child: Parents, grandparents and other adults with a kid in
their life can spend more time playing with the little ones. Not only is play the perfect
way to bond, research highlights a number of associated health benefits. Those who play
with children burn 20 percent more calories per week, and researchers link playfulness
to creativity, spontaneity and positive attitudes. Intergenerational play can help adults
maintain cognitive skills as they age and even extend their life. A study published in
the journal Evolution and Human Behavior found that grandparents who help out with
grandchildren live longer.
If you’re looking for some inspiration, visit thegeniusofplay.org for tons of fun, free
games and downloadable activities.

wn Crier

ications, Inc.

ord Town Crier
Mendon Town Crier
reet, Upton, MA 01568
1 Fax: 508-529-NEWS (6397)
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Howard or Barbara Rutfield
info@rutfieldinsurance.com

508.839.1500
www.rutfieldinsurance.com
33 Main Street • Upton, MA 01568

#1
#1DENTIST
DENTIST

2019 Reader’s
Choice
Multi-Year
Hopkinton
Reader’s
Choice Winner!
Winner!

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Family
& Cosmetic
Dentistry
Relaxed,
Friendly Atmosphere

BETTER MILK
Enjoy

Relaxed, Friendly Atmosphere

Cleanings & Exams
Cleanings
& Welcome
Exams  Fillings
Children
Children WelcomeInvisalign
• Fillings ®
Invisalign® Care  Bridges
Periodontal
Periodontal
Care• Bridges
Dentures
One-Day Crowns

Products
Door to Door Home Delivery
With the Highest Quality Products

2013

Glass bottled milk from Hatchland Dairy,
N. Haverhill, NH. Their milk goes directly
from cow to bottling plant to you.

2014

If this service is of interest to you,
TRY IT FREE!!! We will be glad to drop
for you to try!

Call us OR Text!!!

508-478-MILK(6455)

2016

2017

Dentures • One-Day Crowns

Also offering full line of Oakhurst
Dairy Products and many other
local premium products.
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Home • Auto • Business
Workers Comp

2015

508-435-5455
508-473-6500

JohnC.
C. Park
Park DMD
John
DMD
Accepting new
new Patients
Accepting
Patients

2018

VisitususatatParkPlaceDentalMA.com
hopkintondmd.com
Visit
77 West
Main Street,
Hopkinton
54 Hopedale
St.,Suite
Suite210,
8, Hopedale

Additional
Hopkinton
Dental
Associates
Additionallocation
locationininHopkinton
Hopedale • •Park
Place Dental
Associates
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Real Estate Tax Assistance in Mendon
Submitted by Alejna Brugos, Taxation Aid Committee Chair
Mendon’s Taxation Aid Committee hopes to help more
low-income senior citizens with their property taxes in
the coming months. While we wait for a new exemption
to be approved in the legislature, we are still able to offer
qualified applicants tax relief with grants from the Taxation
Aid Fund. We encourage eligible senior citizen and
disabled homeowners to apply by the Oct. 28 deadline. The
application is available at the Mendon Town Hall, Senior
Center, the Taft Library, or online at MendonMa.Gov/
Taxation-Aid-Committee.
At Mendon’s May 8 Annual Town Meeting, the Tax Aid
Committee brought forward a proposal for a new means-

42 Congress Street, Milford
508-473-5511

tested property tax exemption to provide meaningful help
to Seniors. The Committee was thrilled that the proposal
passed unanimously by meeting voters. We expect that
roughly 100 Mendon seniors will qualify to receive the new
exemption, which will piggy-back on eligibility criteria
of the successful State Circuit Breaker tax credit, and
will offset annual property taxes by about $500 to $2000.
While we are eager for Mendon to be able to offer this
exemption, its approval must first make its way through
the legislative process. We are grateful to Representative
Murray for promptly filing the petition at the State House,
where it awaits approval by the legislature. Once approved,
Mendon’s Board of Assessors will be authorized to officially
establish the exemption.
The Tax Aid Committee was formed in 2015 in
response to concerns over increasing property taxes,
and their impact on disabled and senior citizen

Boundary Markers Approved
in Mowing Issue
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
Mendon’s Select Board plans to put up
permanent boundary markers on the town-owned
Inman Hill Road property and will ask a resident
there to appear before the board to discuss an issue
with mowing past his property line.
“The person who lives at 18 Inman Hill Road
keeps on mowing into the town property,” said
Anne Mazar, Chair of the Mendon Land Use
Committee, adding that she had talked to the
resident about six months ago regarding the issue.
Mazar noted that the town had the land
surveyed and put markers up to delineate the
property lines.
“He said he would stop,” Mazar said. “There have
been emails, there have been
phone conversations, talking
to him in person, and he just
keeps on mowing on the town
property. I just want it to stop.”
Mendon Select Board Chair
Mark Reil agreed. “I did take
a ride up there, maybe a few
weeks ago, and saw that it was
continuing,” he said. “I think
the first step is to ask him to
come before the board.”
According to Inman Hill
Road resident Ticia Low, who
said she had sent a photograph
of the mowing to Mazar and
Select Board member Lawney
Tinio, the man in question
moved the existing boundary
markers. She also noted that

Behind every
local business
is a neighbor
you know.

These are our neighbors.
Business owners with the ideas, motivation and commitment to
serve their customers, employees and community.
At Charles River Bank, we are proud to provide the powerful
solutions and personal connections these business owners and
entrepreneurs can count on in good – and uncertain – times.
Visit CharlesRiverBank.com
to learn more about these local businesses, and discover how
Charles River Bank can help you.

70 Main Street • Medway • 508.533.8661
2 South Maple Street • Bellingham • 508.966.2857
1 Hastings Street • Mendon • 508.422.9792
Each depositor is insured by the FDIC to at least $250,000.
All deposits above the FDIC insurance amount are insured
by the Depositors Insurance Fund. Member FDIC
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residents. The committee administers a Taxation Aid Fund,
which can cover a portion of real estate tax for qualifying
low-income senior citizens and disabled homeowners. If
you or someone you know in Mendon might benefit from
this assistance, please contact the Treasurer’s office at 508634-2413. Information about this program and others
is also available through the Mendon Senior Center and
through the Assessor’s office. All applications and inquiries
are kept strictly confidential.
We are now in our 6th year of collecting donations for
the fund. If you wish to help at any time, please make a
check to Town of Mendon (with “Tax Aid Fund” in the
memo section) and bring to the Town Hall, or mail to
Town of Mendon, P.O. Box 11, Mendon, MA 01756. We are
only able to help others by using donations from citizens
like you. More details, including a donation form, can be
found online at Mendonma.Gov/Taxation-Aid-Committee

over time, the mowing has been encroaching further
and further into town property.
Select Board member Michael Merolli confirmed
with Mazar and Low that both had spoken to the
resident about mowing over the boundary.
“The town spent money to get the land surveyed, and
markers were put in. If you move those markers, it’s a
criminal offense,” Low said. “I think we need permanent
markers and we need it done soon because I think
that the pins (on the current markers) can be easily
removed.”
Mendon Police Chief David H. Kurczy asked Town
Counsel Cynthia Amara for options.
“Can the board issue a trespass and we can criminally
charge, or because it’s town property are we not able to
do that?” Kurczy asked.
“It’s town property, but it’s not town property open
to the public for the use that he’s using it,” Amara said.
“He may have a right to be on the property like anybody
else, but I don’t get that sense. But he clearly has no
right to be harming your property or removing parts of
your property.”
Kurczy stated that he would like for the situation to
be resolved peacefully, but if not, the Mendon Police
are available as a last resort if other methods are not
successful.
“I would like to send a letter requesting that he attend
our next meeting and discuss this issue, because it
really doesn’t make sense why he has to continue to do
this after being asked multiple times not to,” said Reil.
“Especially the fact that he moved the markers, which to
me is even more egregious than the mowing. It is illegal,
and it really can’t continue.”
He added, “I agree we need permanent posts and to
get that done sooner rather than later.”

Mendon Lion’s Club
Postpone Country Fair Until 2022
Submitted by Lion’s Club President Mark Bucchino
For years, the Mendon Lion’s Club has been holding its popular Country Fair each
October. However, the Lion’s Club Board of Directors made the difficult decision to
postpone the annual event another year.
The goal of the Club is to bring back a bigger and better Country Fair and restore the
charm which made that fall Saturday in October an incredibly special day. The Lion’s
considered and understood the impact of this decision on vendors and exhibitors. The
Club members share their disappointment with the thousands of people who look forward
to the Country Fair each year.
The Mendon Lion’s wish to extend their thanks for the continued support of our
community work and look forward to seeing all of you in 2022.

Equal Housing Lender
NMLS# 743045

Upton/Mendon Town Crier

SEPTEMBER 17, 2021

Mendon

Mendon Senior Center
The Mendon Senior Center is open to the
public for small gatherings for the time being.
Many programs will be held outdoors, weather
permitting. For the safety of our participants
and staff, we ask that individuals continue to
pre-register for programs and contact us to
schedule individual appointments with staff
members. Contact Senior Center staff at 508478-6175.
Save the Date
Senior Citizen Day Parade, Sunday, September
19, at 1 p.m. starting from Mendon Fire
Department. Congratulations to 2021 Senior
Citizens of the Year: John and Ann Vandersluis.
SHINE Health Insurance Counseling
Those turning 65 or who have questions
regarding Medicare benefits, call the Mendon
Senior Center for a confidential appointment
with certified SHINE Counselor Larry Goldman
on September 21. SHINE (Serving Health
Information Needs of Everyone) is a free
service.
Chair Exercise
An eight week Chair Exercise program
began on Thursday, September 9 at a new
earlier time of 9 a.m. The cost for this grant
subsidized program is $24 made payable to
the instructor, Faith Kennedy. Call the Senior
Center to register.
Food and Fuel Assistance
Did you know the Mendon Senior Center
houses the town’s Food Pantry which is
currently has an abundance of staples
and is also responsible for the intake of
fuel assistance applications for SMOC. Call
Outreach Coordinator Janet Hubener if you
or someone you know is in need of help. Any
inquiries and assistance is strictly confidential.
Transportation Services
The Mendon Council on Aging is pleased to
announce that Senior Center Van is once again
available to offer transportation to Mendon
residents, age 60 and over and to people with
disabilities Monday through Thursday for:
local medical appointments, shopping and
errands, and transportation to and from Senior
Center activities.

Select Board Appoints Hunter
to Planner Consultancy
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
An investment management agreement with Millville and
Uxbridge, plus a state grant, will allow Mendon to appoint a
Senior Town Planner who will train a junior-level planner to be
shared by all three towns.
“This is a long time coming,” said Mendon Select Board
Chair Mark Reil.
In their August 30 meeting, Reil and Select Board members
Lawney Tinio and Michael Merolli approved a motion to
hire former Hudson Director of Planning and Community
Development Jack Hunter to the senior town planner position.
“We had an opportunity to work with Uxbridge and Millville
to try to hire one full-time planner together to try to get a
stronger candidate,” said Town Administrator Kim Newman.
“There really aren’t a lot of people in the field who have the
knowledge and the skills necessary to come into a job like this,
so the idea is that we’re really going to take the time to foster
somebody who’s interested in becoming a town planner and
provide a resource to our area in the state and give them the
benefit of someone who’s already done it for 40-odd years.”

Newman had the idea to create a program in which an
experienced senior planner would train a junior level one
which would then be shared among Mendon, Millville, and
Uxbridge. The program was awarded a state efficiency and
regionalization grant for regional planning services in the
amount of $75,000, which will cover Hunter’s salary and
benefits. Funding for a part-time planner position was already
in the budget and will be used to pay Mendon’s portion of the
junior planner’s salary and benefits.
“For the junior planner, it’s 40 hours divided proportionately
based upon need for the three communities,” Newman said.
“We pay depending on the number of hours we use.” She
estimates Mendon’s share to be between $16,000 to 18,000.
Hunter will serve in a part-time consultant role until the
junior planner is hired and trained.
“I know (Mendon has) had problems finding people that are
willing to do it with any experience,” Hunter said. “I’ve already
reached out to a few agencies and I’m even having a little
problem. But we’re going to advertise. We’ll get somebody, I’ll
train them, and I’m excited about it.”

THE MENDON
WATER COMMISSION

Thimble Pleasures
Quilt Guild Scholarship
Application Available
The Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild is pleased to announce they will again
be awarding a $1,000 scholarship to a graduating senior who is pursuing a
course of study in the field of visual arts, design, or textiles. Applications for
the scholarship are available in the Guidance Office of the student’s high school
or available to download at ThimblePleasures.org. Students from Milford,
Hopedale, Holliston, Mendon, Upton, Uxbridge, Northbridge, Douglas, Sutton,
Medway, Blackstone, Millbury, Franklin, and Millville may apply, including
BVT students from those communities. The deadline for submission of the
application is May 1, 2022.

will hold a public hearing
on 10/7/21 at 7pm
at the Mendon Town Hall
to consider water rate increases
as well as update the rules
and regulations.
This will be “hybrid” format meeting,
both in-person attendance and remote
participation will be permitted.
Details on the proposed increases are
posted online along with remote
participation links. Visit
mendonma.gov/water/2021-hearing

Please call the Senior Center at 508-478-6175
at least 48 hours in advance to schedule a ride.
Greater notice is recommended as we book
up quickly. The requested donation for round
trip rides in town is one dollar and out of town
rides, four dollars. Van passes or Vanbucks
are available for a donation of $10 payable
to the Friends of Mendon Elders and allow
for twelve in-town rides or three out-of-town
rides. Vanbucks make the perfect birthday or
thinking of you gift and can also be purchased
to be donated to someone in financial need.
No senior or person with disabilities will be
denied a ride due to the inability to pay the
requested donation. Thank you.

Mendon Town Calendar
Residents are encouraged to view posted
agendas to determine the location of meetings
and whether town boards or committees are
continuing to meet remotely or in person.
Agendas can be viewed at MendonMA.Gov.
Tuesday, September 28
Select Board, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, October 7
Water Commission, Water Rate Hearing, Town
Hall or Remote, 7 p.m.

Month of October
Buy 3 get one free!
Shocks & Struts

Tuesday, October 12
Select Board, 6:30 p.m.
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School News

Crafter
Space
Available

Butterfly
Shop

Unique Handcrafted Gifts

254 N. Main St., Uxbridge • 508-840-5435

David A. Pickering • Andrew D. Pickering
Funeral Directors

Offering dignified service
to those of all faiths in Upton and the
surrounding communities since 1902
�

45 MAIN STREET
UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01568

508-529-6992
www.uptonfunerals.com

Highlights from the Elementary Schools
CLOUGH: Principal, Janice Gallagher, and the entire
Clough staff, enjoyed welcoming their students on
September 1. Clough would like to thank the Clough
PTO for hosting a Kindergarten Meet and Greet and
Popsicles in the Park for incoming Clough students the
week of August 23.
Clough also welcomes Fourth grade teachers
transferring from Miscoe Hill Middle School, Andrea
Rutkowski and Jacyln Keenan, Spanish Immersion
Teacher, Macarena Ibanez and Jill Camara, Spanish
Immersion Paraprofessional.
During the second week of September, Clough
students successfully participated in a fire drill where
they had the opportunity to practice exiting from the
building to help ensure that if there ever was a fire,
students would know how to exit the school safely and
quickly from classrooms.
Clough will hold their Open House virtually on
Tuesday, September 21 and Wednesday, September 22.
MEMORIAL: On September 1, Principal, Wendy Bell,
and the Memorial staff, welcomed their students after a
wonderful summer. Memorial would like to thank the
Memorial PTO for hosting a Kindergarten Playdate on

Interim Superintendent Enrolled in Training Program
By Scott Calzolaio
Town Crier Reporter
MURSD Interim Superintendent Maureen Cohen has
begun her own curriculum, enrolling in a three-year
new superintendent induction program that she started
in July.
Cohen will be attending monthly meetings, as well as
working directly with her own coach over the next three
years.
Many of the meetings are facilitated by former and
retired superintendents that now coach incoming
administrators. The goal is essentially to pass on the
knowledge directly from those who have seen it all over
the years. This, according to their website, is to avoid
recurring issues of the past, and to keep the focus of
new superintendents on teaching
and learning.
“All the coaches are
successful, retired Massachusetts
superintendents,” said Cohen.
Cohen’s coach, John Bracket,
is a former superintendent
with 22 years of experience
throughout Massachusetts and in
Michigan. Now retired, he works

Dream boldly

2.99

%*

• No closing fees
• Apply at UniBank.com today!

APR
Scan to
apply!

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270
www.unibank.com
Blackstone • Douglas • Grafton • Hopkinton
Milford • Shrewsbury • Sutton • Upton
Uxbridge • Whitinsville • Worcester
MEMBER FDIC/MEMBER DIF • UNIBANK NMLS #583135 *Annual Percentage
Rate (APR) effective as May 20, 2021 and is subject to change at any time.
Offer of credit is subject to approval. Homeowners and Flood insurance (where applicable) is required for the life of the loan. Up to 80% Loan-to-Value (LTV) of the market
value. Other terms, conditions, and fees may apply.
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as a leadership coach for the New Superintendents
Induction Program, a Massachusetts Association of
Superintendents program.
He’ll be working side by side with Cohen to show her
what can make her a great superintendent.
The New Superintendents Induction Program is a
partnership between the Massachusetts Association
of School Superintendents and the Massachusetts
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. It
is a three year program open to all superintendents new
to the role or new to Massachusetts.
“I wish this was in place when I was a
superintendent,” he said. “I think I would have avoided
making some very rookie mistakes, and focused on
more important issues, as opposed to what I considered
to be more urgent issues.”
Understanding relationships within the school
community, and focusing on teaching and learning, are
the pillars of the program Cohen’s enrolled in.
Bracket will essentially be shadowing Cohen,
attending meetings and facilitating school visitations.
All the while, he’ll be giving Cohen feedback and
guiding her down a successful path as a superintendent.
“Our goal is simple, we want to make every
superintendent as successful as they can possibly be.”

Superintendent Highlights District Action Plan

with a Home Equity Loan
from UniBank.
Home Equity
Loan Rates
as low as

August 28th. Students enjoyed crafts, popsicles, listening
to a story, and meeting their classmates.
Memorial welcomes several new staff members. Marie
Brigham and Victoria Chiarelli are 4th grade teachers
joining us from Clough. Santiago Dominguez is our
third grade Spanish Immersion Teacher who arrived a
few weeks ago from Spain. We have two new Spanish
Immersion Paraprofessionals- Pedro Leal and Elba
Sanchez. Dawn Eby is one of our third grade teachers,
Molly Smith has joined our first grade team and Kayla
Prairie is our newest Kindergarten teacher.
On September 7, Memorial had a fire drill to refresh
the students and staff on the fire drill protocols, which
included how to exit the building as quickly and safely
as possible in the event of a real fire.
Please note the two upcoming events: Open House for
Memorial will be held virtually on Tuesday, September
21 (Grades K, 1 and 2) and Wednesday, September
22 (Grades 3 and 4) from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. More
information to come directly from Memorial teachers.
The Scholastic Book Fair is holding its book fair
through September 24 during the student’s library time.
You can also order online at Scholastic.com/fair. Simply
search for Memorial Upton and you are ready to shop.

By Scott Calzolaio
Town Crier Reporter
A new year means new goals, and MURSD Interim Superintendent of Schools, Maureen
Cohen, took some time to highlight some of the larger ones during the September 13
School Committee meeting.
One of the biggest goals this year, said Cohen, is to vastly improve lines of
communication between administrators and families.
“We know that there’s a lot of work to be done in improving our communications,” she
said. “There are so many untapped resources.”
She said that they’re drafting a plan that highlights the expectations around needed
communication, and will share it on the district website when it’s finished.
In going through the district’s key steps, Cohen mentioned the importance of engaging
with non-native families in a more effective manner as well. By having accurate and
concise translations of newsletters and memos for families that speak other languages,
another level of trust and communication is built, she said.
Additionally, Cohen said a great way to engage with the community, and further open
lines of communication is by having more students speak at School Committee meetings.
“The more we have students at our meetings, at our events, and sharing what they’re
learning, the better we are,” she said. “Because they are our clients here.”
Cohen said that everyone might benefit from hearing from younger students from the
middle and elementary schools, in addition to the updates they receive from the high
school student council. Under the budget goals this year, creating a budget-subcommittee
that is active and engaged all year is on the top of the list.
By having frequent budget updates earlier, she said, they can get a better sense of what
will be needed in the future.
“You can never hear about the budget, and our needs, enough,” she said.
Other goals highlighted during the meeting included revising the technology plan,
analyzing trends to develop models, and advocating to state legislators and organizations
on issues impacting the district are all also part of the goal.
The Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion team was put together last year and began training.
They developed a vision and figured out their expectations. Cohen said their next step is to
educate faculty and staff. More updates to come as all of these initiatives progress.
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First Nipmuc HOF Class to Be
Enshrined After 1.5 Year Delay

Sports

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
After more than a year and a half delay due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the inaugural
Nipmuc High School Hall of Fame class will finally be inducted in a ceremony on
October 10.
Nipmuc Athletic Director(AD) and Hall of Fame President Chris Schmidt made the
announcement of the new date on Monday. The class of eight athletes and two teams
was initially slated to be inducted in March 2020. The school’s Hall of Fame Committee
was first formed in 2018.
“The nine committee members have worked tirelessly over the last twenty months
to create a hall of fame that represents the history of Nipmuc Athletics,” Schmidt said
when the group of inductees was unveiled. “This first class is a terrific representation of
the individuals and teams who have proudly worn the Nipmuc uniform.”
The ceremony will take place at Nipmuc High School in the courtyard beginning
at 9:45 a.m. Brunch will be served and tickets, which are $40, must be purchased by
October 4. They are available through the Nipmuc Hall of Fame website.
The inductees cover a wide range of sports and periods of Nipmuc athletics. Matt
Brochu is being enshrined. The 1998 graduate is Nipmuc’s all-time leading basketball
scorer with 1,791 points. Valerie Dugas Sumner, class of 1983, holds school records
in the discus, javelin, and high jump and was a five-time Dual Valley All-Star in field
hockey and basketball.
Longtime coach and AD Jim Grant amassed nearly 700 wins in basketball and
baseball combined, along with numerous tournament titles. Shelley Grant, class of
1991, was a league all-star seven times in soccer, basketball, and softball. Another 1991
graduate, Jeremy Harvey, was an all-New England soccer player in 1989 and 1990 and
holds the single-season and career scoring records for the boys’ program.
Paula Johnson, a 1988 graduate, scored 1,194 career points, a record for the girls’
basketball program, and led all of Central Mass. her junior year scoring 27 points per
game.
Bill Leaver served in multiple roles, including boys’ soccer coach and athletic
director, for more than three decades. He was inducted into the Massachusetts Soccer
Coaches Hall of Fame and was a two-time state coach of the year.
Suzanne Yanovitch, a 2002 graduate, was all-league in field hockey, basketball, and
soccer, winning a total of six league titles.
Rounding out the class are two teams. The 1994 boys soccer team was the first team
in school history to win a state championship and the 2002 baseball team was the
second of back-to-back state title squads.

BVT Field Hockey Embracing a
More Normal Season
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Few sports were as affected in terms of game play by the Covid-19 pandemic as
field hockey, which moved to a seven vs. seven format during an abbreviated 2020 fall
campaign.
The lineups are back at full strength this fall and Blackstone Valley Tech. head coach
Laurie Borek is happy to see it.
“I would say everyone is happy to be back to normal,” Borek said. “We are so glad to
be playing and the girls are glad to have the full team and not have to wear masks on
the field. They are doing well and they are working very hard together.”
Borek has six seniors, including four captains, leading this year’s roster. Ashley
Hamelin returns in goal. Borek described her as a “determined young athlete who is
very analytical.” Valley Tech. is hoping for a strong season from Hamelin, Borek said.
Fellow captains Kaia Dziekiewicz and Maggie McCann will help anchor the
defensive line.
“They give us some power on defense, which is reassuring,” Borek said. “I don’t want
to just be scoring and not have a good defense.”
The team’s fourth captain, Marissa LaFlamme, was a top scorer last fall and will be
back this season after suffering an injury at the end of 2020. Borek expects LaFlamme
and junior Katie Hearn to lead the scoring. In Valley Tech.’s second game of the year,
Hearn notched a hat trick.
“She is fired up, aggressive, fast, and a great player who really wants to score,” Borek
said. “She is going to help our offense along with Marissa and quite a few other girls.”
BVT will also be looking for leadership from seniors Katie Barrows and Olivia Lang.
Borek said both players are great girls and extremely coachable, and will likely help add
depth in the Beavers’ midfield.
Borek said it is hard to size up the competition in the Colonial Athletic League this
year. There are a number of tough teams she said, but some programs are lacking
junior varsity squads which can negatively affect BVT as it makes it more difficult to
find games for the programs younger players.
But Borek has her sights set on getting to the tournament.
“I am hoping to make the playoffs,” she said. “It’s a learning curve but they are
working hard and they are all very talented. I am optimistic.”

BVT Soccer Sets Sights
on Deep Tourney Run
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
With 13 seniors returning, the Blackstone Valley Tech. girls soccer team is eyeing
a return to the postseason and making a run akin to the 2018 season that saw the
Beavers capture the Central Mass. tournament championships.
“I think we look really good,” head coach Jay Porter said. “A lot of these girls have
been with me since either freshman or sophomore year. They came up together and I
really think this year is going to be a good year.”
The Beavers play a challenging schedule this year, with only one game against
each Colonial Athletic League team and a slate of nonleague contests that should
help Valley Tech. in a new playoff seeding format that takes strength of schedule into
account.
“There is no wiggle room for us whatsoever,” Porter said. “We have really strong
games outside of our league and the hope is that will get us a good seed for the
tournament.”
BVT is once again led by co-captain Emma Ballard, who has garnered all-league,
all-district, and all-state recognition during her time at the school.
“She has great leadership, great poise, every year she seems to come out stronger
and stronger,” her coach said. “Her ability to bring the other girls around her up and
her unselfishness is going to make her a top player again this year.”
Sophomore Lainey Beahn is the type of player Porter said only comes around once
in a while.
“She is hardworking and a super-fast forward who has a knack for putting the ball
in the back of the net,” he said. “Between her and Emma up top, I don’t think we are
going to lack goals all season.”
Abby Lussier and Faith Sawyer are expected to anchor the midfield for Valley Tech.,
with Lussier in the middle and Sawyer on the outside.
“Abby is a strong center middle for us, she is one of the toughest people for
opposing players to get by,” Porter said. “Faith’s ability to get around outside backs will
help set up so many goals for us this year.”
On the back line, Porter has a pair of tall, athletic backs with co-captain Zoey Beahn
and junior Kasey Reeves.
“They both have a tremendous amount of speed and vision on the field and they
work well off each other and hold that back line,” he said.
The balance and high-end talent has Porter optimistic for how good his team can
be.
“I know it’s early,” he said, “but I think we have a great shot like we did in 2018 when
we made that run.”

THA KS
Nipmuc Youth Football & Cheerleading
would like to thank the following sponsors
for their support during the 2021 season:

Mendon
Family Dentistry

J.R. Keaveney
Building & Remodeling

Pinz

Dick’s Sporting Goods

Go Mini’s
Moving & Portable Storrage

Come see us play and cheer us on
at Miscoe Hill in Mendon on:
September 4
September 12
September 19
September 26

October 3
October 17
October 24

Teams and times will vary.
For more details, please visit:
http://nipmucyouthfootball.sportssignup.com/site/
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Sports
SPORTS FLASH
By Chris Villani

‘Youth Movement’
for Nipmuc Golf

BVT’s Porter Returns
to Soccer After
Life-Threatening Illness

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
One year after his wife was told that there was a good chance he would never
wake up, Blackstone Valley Tech girls’ soccer coach Jay Porter is still not sure
exactly what nearly claimed his life.
“They still don’t know,” Porter said. “They thought it was fungal, then
bacterial. There were a lot of theories of where it came from but they could never
definitively tell me.”
Porter got sick right around the end of September last year. He tested negative
for Covid-19, but his wife could tell something wasn’t right. After some scans,
doctors found a growth on his brain. Porter remembers being transported to
UMass Hospital and going through some tests, but then he didn’t wake up for
four days. “They told my wife, ‘you should probably get your family here, we don’t
think he is going to come to again,’” he said.
But Porter did wake up and started a long road to recovery from his mystery
ailment. He was told there were five known cases of this type of growth and he is
only the second to survive.
“I still get emotional when I realize just how close it was and how lucky I am
to be here,” Porter said. “I have always considered myself healthy. I don’t drink
much, I don’t smoke, I take care of myself.”
He came back from a month in the ICU a changed man.
“I never forget to tell everyone close to me how much I love them, I will try
not to get upset about the little things ever again,” Porter said. “I am only 52. I’m
hoping to have another 30 years of seeing my kids get married and having their
own kids. I’m just trying not to take anything for granted ever again.”
Toward the end of his time in the hospital last year, the Beavers’ soccer team
set up a live feed so he could watch their games and wished him well before and
after each contest. He surprised them by showing up to the last three games of the
season.
“I walked across the field, not very fast, but I walked across the field to say hello
and it was just crazy to see all of them and see that emotion,” Porter said.
Porter said he is about 99 percent back, but coaching the team again this year
is going to get him to 100 percent. He’s also back at his full-time job with the
Hopkinton Police Department, where he was recently recommended for the
position of Deputy Chief. The doctors still can’t tell him exactly what he had, how
he beat it, or whether it will return.
But being back to work, coaching his team, and being with his family is
enough.
“I am just happy to be alive,” Porter said.

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Nipmuc golf team comes into the new season with 12 new players out of 19 on the
roster. Eleven of the newcomers are either freshmen or sophomores. While the Warriors
may face a steeper learning curve this fall, head coach Ryan Cody is hopeful the future
will be bright with so many players gaining valuable experience.
“Some of these kids are good athletes and we have a lot of kids with a lot of potential,”
he said. “It’s a youth movement for our team. We have a lot of young kids.”
Nipmuc is also adjusting to stroke play, which is different from match play in that every
shot counts and a golfer cannot just write off a bad hole. The Warriors lost one early
season match by six shots and another by only two strokes.
“It’s a learning process for a lot of our younger kids,” Cody said.
Nipmuc is led this fall by Connor LaCross, an experienced player who frequently shoots
around even par.
“He is just consistent,” Cody said. “He is not flashy, but he keeps the ball in play and
he has a good short game. I am confident he will qualify for districts and I think he has a
great shot to contend at states.”
Senior Patrick Lynch is another veteran on the Warriors’ roster. Cody described him as
a solid, but streaky player.
“For him it’s about keeping it in play and making good decisions,” the coach said. “Good
course management is always important. He has a ton of potential and I don’t think he has
played his best yet.”
Freshman Chase Kelly is one of the team’s new players who is showing promise. Kelly
has already shot some rounds in the 40s for nine holes.
“I am excited about him and a lot of our younger players, but they are very green,” Cody
said.
This fall will be spent learning many of the basics, from course etiquette to reading the
greens on putts and proper ball marking.
“It seems elementary, but golf has a lot of quirky rules that you just learn over time
unless someone teaches you,” Cody said.
Despite being inexperienced, Cody is hoping his team will compete.
“Our first goal is to contend in the Dual Valley Conference, the top two in the DVC
qualify for districts,” he said. “If you make it to districts, you can give yourself a chance,
and that would be nice.”

IMPERIALCARS.com
MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9-9, FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 9-6, SUNDAY: 12-6 | 508-488-2382
MONTH
LONG

OVER 1,300 USED CARS AT ALL TIMES // HUNDREDS UNDER $15,000
2019 TOYOTA

TACOMA 4x4
As low
as

$101/wk

2014 KIA

SOUL HATCH
As low
as

$24/wk

“We sell more
because we
have more!”
2017 CHEVY

2019 CADILLAC

EQUINOX LT

ESCALADE

As low
as

$218/wk

As low
as

$53/wk

ALL VEHICLES
ARE IMPERIAL
CERTIFIED
FIVE DAY
VEHICLE
EXCHANGE
FREE CAR FAX
REPORT

PURCHASE FROM YOUR HOME -

WE'LL BRING THE TEST DRIVE TO YOU!
OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENTS ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

Mike Penner
General Manager

2018 TOYOTA

RAV4 AWD SUV
As low
as

$76/wk

2019 HYUNDAI

SONATA 2.0T

As low
as

$77/wk

2020 JEEP

WRANGLER 4x4
As low
as

$131/wk

#TM22201A • SR5, LANE DEPARTURE

#TM22186A • BASE TRIM, BLUETOOTH

#121-300A • NAV, SUNROOF, 4WD

#42702A • AWD, 17” ALLOYS, MYLINK

#42719Z • LE TRIM, BACK-UP CAM

#H02364 • SUNROOF, NAV, ALLOYS

#D11981LV • UNLIMITED SPORT, V6

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 FORD

2018 SUBARU

2020 LINCOLN

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

2019 CHEVY

2018 BMW

2018 FORD

$43,625

$

31,477

F-150 XL 4x4
As low
as

$115/wk

$19,100

$

9,977

CROSSTREK

As low
as

$58/wk

$76,895

$

64,677

$24,600

CORSAIR SUV
As low
as

$152/wk

#H02260V • 2.0i PREMIUM, AWD

#C13825 • LEATHER, AWD, SUNROOF

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$

35,477

2019 JEEP

CHEROKEE 4x4
As low
as

$79/wk

$26,495

$

19,377

2016 RAM

1500 SPORT

As low
as

$104/wk

$54,480

$

17,977

OVER 465

$36,225

$

24,377

45,977

2018 HYUNDAI

CAR FAX
ONE-OWNER

$28,350

$

24,677

$49,895

$

39,977

SILVERADO 1500 X3 xDRIVE30i ESCAPE AWD
As low
as

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

#P13952LGG • BEDLINER, 14K MILES

$44,945

$

®

$122/wk

As low
as

$119/wk

As low
as

$76/wk

#121335A • 4X4, ALLOYS, RST, V8

#H02263V • SUNROOF, LEATHER

#121-544A • HEATED SEATS, ALLOYS

VEHICLES!!

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2018 INFINITI

2016 CHEVY

2019 LEXUS

2018 JEEP

$46,750

$

37,477

$45,995

$

36,477

$32,850

$

24,477

SANTA FE SUV Q50 3.0t LUXE CRUZE SEDAN RX 450h SUV GRAND CHEROKEE
As low
as

$78/wk

As low
as

As low
as

$90/wk

$30/wk

As low
as

$142/wk

As low
as

$97/wk

#120-866A • LATITUDE TRIM, 17” ALLOYS

#H02131A • ALLOYS, CREW CAB, V8

#H21362A • 3.3L V-6, ALLOYS, AWD

#D11801A • SUNROOF, NAV, TURBO V6

#G21003A • ALLOYS, HEATED SEATS

#D11926CDJ • AWD, SUNROOF, NAV

#D11641A • NAV, 4X4, SUNROOF

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$30,835

$

25,377

$42,400

$

32,477

$34,305

$

24,977

$41,850

$

28,377

$23,400

$

11,477

$50,270

$

42,977

$39,950

$

30,477

SHOP AND COMPARE OVER 2,000 VEHICLES - IN ONE LOCATION! STARTING AT ONLY $6,977 // WE SELL MORE, BECAUSE WE HAVE MORE!!!
SALE ENDS 09/25/21. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2011 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.

8-18 UXBRIDGE RD. MENDON, MA 01756
154 EAST MAIN ST. MILFORD, MA 01757
300 FORTUNE BLVD. MILFORD, MA 01757
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