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Upton Selectmen
Choose Laydon
for Town Manager
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
During an April 7 meeting, Upton’s Board
of Selectmen interviewed three candidates for
Town Manager after the Town Manager Search
Committee whittled down 21 applicants to the
finalists. Following the interviews, the Board
voted unanimously to offer the Town Manager
position to Littleton Assistant Town Administrator Joseph Laydon.
“It just feels like he’s authentic, what you see
is what you get,” said Selectman Brett Simas.
“He’s got the experience. He’s done a lot in
Littleton. He’s got planning experience. He’s
got local experience. He understands Blackstone Valley. He clearly understands people
and process and technology.”
The other candidates interviewed were Wenham Town Administrator Ryan Ferrara and
Dover Assistant Town Administrator Katelyn
O’Brien.
Board of Selectman Chair Maureen Dwinnell said that she would also rank Laydon in
the top position. Selectman Stephen Matellian
gave a slight edge to Ferrara but that it was
very close.
Upton Town Clerk Kelly McElreath was also
considered along with the final three candidates identified by the search committee.
“We’re sitting in the building that she played
a key role in developing, all the work that
she’s done in the town, all the behind-thescenes work with what she’s done for all the
town meetings,” Simas said. “Clearly she’s got
something.”
Laydon, who was hired as Littleton’s Assistant Town Administrator in January 2020
and also served that town as Interim Town
Administrator in the same year, was employed
by the town of Grafton from February 2014
through January 2020 as Community Development Director and Town Planner.
He was also Millville’s part-time Town
Planner from 2007 through 2016, and fulltime Town Planner for Weston (2010-2014),
Stoughton (2009-2010), and Wayland (20002009).
During his interview, Laydon noted that his
communication skills will be a key factor in his
role as Town Manager.
“I have a lot of experience supporting boards
and communicating, so I have a good history
as far as trying to maintain communication
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Bigger and Better: Select Board Hears
Proposal for Expanded Mendon Senior Center
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
While Mendon’s senior population is booming, the existing Senior
Center’s size has remained unchanged.
Senior Center Director Amy Wilson Kent and the Council on Aging
aims to change that with a proposal
to renovate the Center into a bigger,
more accessible facility that will better
serve the needs of Mendon’s seniors.
Kent, along with COA Co-Chairs
Peg Nogueira and Earl Pearlman and
architect Michael Petrovick presented
the proposal at the March 16 meeting
of the Select Board.
“In addition to our ever-increasing
senior population, which has expanded by leaps and bounds in the
last decade and will continue to do
so, there are two other factors that
bring us here tonight,” Kent said. “The
first is that at the 2014 Annual Town

500

the Mendon Senior Center.”
The project goals and vision, as outlined
by Petrovick, include a drop-off area,
ample parking, improved Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility, larger
capacity, more program space, integrated
outdoor space, storage, offices, and a defined reception and check-in area.
SENIOR CENTER Pg. 9

By Christine Galeone
Staff Reporter
When Carol Cook was notified
that a photo she had taken was one
of the five winning photos in the
Washington, D.C.-based National
Italian American Foundation’s
(NIAF) Ninth Annual Photo Contest, she felt a range of emotions. “I
was very surprised,” Cook recalled.
“But, then, I was flattered, honored,
happy – all those good feelings! I
was a bit humbled too.”
The photo, which is entitled “The
Dove of Peace,” was selected by
the contest’s judges among photos
submitted by more than 100 professional and amateur photographers.
The theme of the 2021 competition
was “Tutto bene!” With the loose
translation of the Italian theme being
“All is well,” in English, the amateur Mendon photographer’s photo
beautifully reflected the encouraging

IMPERIAL TOYOTA
is New England’s

Meeting, the voters approved to purchase
70-plus acres of land at 52 Providence
St., adjacent to the Senior Center. When
that took place, that was also to include a
one-acre parcel for future Senior Center
expansion. Secondly, in 2018, at the Annual Town Meeting, voters approved an
architectural and engineering study for

Mendon Resident’s Winning Photo
Brings Peace & Easter Memories

Carol Cook’s winning photo, “The Dove of Peace.” (Contributed Photo)
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Architect Michael Petrovick’s rendering shows the exterior of an expanded
Senior Center for Mendon. (Contributed image)
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LEASE RETURN HEADQUARTERS

FAST and EASY PROCESS

Drive in or Call Ahead to Schedule an Appointment

We gladly accept all Toyota Lease Returns
‐ even if your lease is not from us.
And we will pay you $500 on the spot for Toyota Lease Returns

CALL: 508-488-2382

IMPERIAL TOYOTA

Brand Spankin’ New

Brand Spankin’ New

MSRP:
$44,118

2022 TOYOTA

2022 TOYOTA

HIGHLANDER
XLE - V6 AWD
BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$

43,618

+

#NS576403
• Back-Up Cam • Lane Departure • 3rd Row Seats

$439*

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

save $500
12 HIGHLANDERs
AVAILABLE

*New 2022 Highlander XLE V6 AWD with MSRP: $44,118. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per
year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $439 per month for 36 months with $3,199 due at signing (including first month’s
payment of $439, acquisition fee of $650, customer capitalized cost reduction of $2,110). Tax, title, registration, and
inspection fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# NS576403. Offer ends 04/23/2022.

+ SALE ENDS 04/23/2022. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION OR DISCOUNTS. PRICES NOT VALID WITH PRIOR SALES. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. NEW
CAR PRICES INCLUDE ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER INCENTIVES AND OUR IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2012 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE
US FOR DETAILS. DELIVERY MUST BE TAKEN FROM DEALER STOCK. CUSTOMER’S FINAL PAYMENT MAY BE HIGHER OR LOWER DEPENDING ON FINAL TRANSACTION PRICE.
ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND $398 DOCUMENTATION FEE. THE BUY FOR PRICE REQUIRES DEALERSHIP SOURCE FINANCING. 5
DAY OR 200 MILE RETURN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE - IF YOU'RE NOT HAPPY WITH YOUR IMPERIAL CERTIFIED USED VEHICLE, BRING IT BACK
WITHIN 5 DAYS OR 200 MILES AND WE WILL GIVE YOU A CREDIT OF YOUR FULL PURCHASE PRICE TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER IN STOCK VEHICLE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. CALL 508-488-2382 TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO TEST DRIVE.

MSRP:
$26,159

COROLLA

SE FWD SEDAN
BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$

25,659

+

#NJ085047
• Lane Departure • Back-Up Cam • Bluetooth

279*

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

$

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

save $500
10 COROLLAs
AVAILABLE

*New 2022 Corolla SE with MSRP: $26,159. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per year. $0.15 per
mile excess. Lease for $279 per month for 36 months with $2,999 due at signing (including $1,575 cash or trade down,
first month’s payment of $279, documentary preparation fee of $495, and bank acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration,
and inspection fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# NJ085047. Offer ends 04/23/2022.

300 F O RT U N E B O U L E VA R D | M I L F O R D, M A 01757

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALTOYOTAMA.COM
NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6

A Big Night in Upton
By Cynthia Robertson
Guest Writer
On a rainy night in late March or early
April, hundreds of thousands of amphibians in Massachusetts leave their shelters in
the woods to seek vernal pools to continue
their life cycle.
Their adventure is time and weather
sensitive. The night temperature must be
between 45 and 50 degrees and lots of rain
will protect them from drying out as they
scuttle across the roadways. Sometimes
these creatures travel a half mile to return
to their birthplace. The high pitched trill of
the spring peepers and the quacking of the
wood frogs are the songs we hear when the
males use their voices to attract mates.
Salamanders often cross roads to reach
vernal pools where females lay up to 100
eggs before they return to the woods. The
eggs are attached to twigs or stones and
hatch within a month. Survival of the
young is dependent on the pool drying up
to protect the larvae from fish and other

predators in the water.
The young breathe through gills and
later develop lungs in preparation for living
on land where they will be underground
dwellers depending on worms and insects
for food. When the vernal pool dries up,
the young ones are ready for life on land.
Moving to the hillsides they can live for
twenty years visiting the pool annually to
reproduce.
The Yellow Spotted Salamander, a spectacular black six to ten-inch amphibian
with large yellow spots from head to tail,
is common in Upton but rarely seen. The
yellow spots may be helpful in frightening
predators away.
Volunteers in many states are helping their amphibians survive. An Upton
resident was at the Fowler St. golf course
between 8 and 9:30 p.m. one rainy night to
help the amphibians cross. He counted 42
Spotted Salamanders, 12 Wood Frogs, and
33 Spring Peepers. About 20 cars went by
resulting in casualties that included three

The Yellow Spotted Salamander is common in Upton but rarely seen. (Contributed photo)
Spotted Salamanders, three Wood Frogs,
and three Spring Peepers.
Action is being taken to protect amphib-

WINNING PHOTO from Pg. 1
phrase.
In 2007, Cook took the photo during her
second trip to Italy with her husband, Don.
It was also the only one of their four vacations to that country in which they celebrated Easter there. Seeing that dove perched
on the mountain top above Saint Francis
Church in Assisi made their celebration of
the holiday even more enchanting.
Cook revealed that their excursion to
Mount Subasio was an unexpected detour.
They had been staying at a hotel in Assisi
before visiting relatives in Le Marche. When
the couple wanted to view and purchase
some Italian dinnerware for themselves and
for a gift, the driver they had hired suggested
stopping at the scenic mountain on the way.
They were glad that he made the suggestion. “It’s just an absolutely beautiful place to
go,” Cook said. She later added, “Sometimes
these things turn out to be so worthwhile.”
At night, they would sometimes go out
on their hotel room balcony and view the
mountain in the distance. But even though
that majestic place is now thousands of miles
away, the photo still reminds Cook of Easter.
“I look at that picture, and I just think [of]
peace,” she shared. “The Dove of Peace. It
makes me calm.”
With Cook’s photo featured in the Winter
2021 issue of NIAF’s Ambassador Magazine,
more people have been able to experience
that sense of serenity. And while Cook still
enjoys taking photos of her grandchildren,
flowers and rugs that she has hooked, “The
Dove of Peace” will always have a special
place in her heart. That Easter in Italy will
as well. “It was amazing,” she said. “It really
was.”
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ians in many parts of the country. In some
areas, crossing guards with flashlights and
reflective vests encourage drivers on quiet
back roads to slow down on what is deemed
the “Big Night” so that the critters can cross
safely. In Michigan, high school students
convinced the town to close several roads
on crossing night to protect the adventurers. In Lincoln MA, a couple of roads are
closed on the night weather conditions are
favorable. In New Hampshire, there is an
online map of crossing pathways throughout the state which Massachusetts could
adopt. Connecticut wildlife officials are
concerned that the loss of forest buffers
around vernal pools is contributing to a
decline in amphibian numbers. Amphibians and vernal pools are interconnected
and in Upton conservation regulations
protect vernal pools which in a few weeks
will be teeming with larvae. The beginning
of May will be a good time to start looking
for them.
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Troop 44 Honors Three Scouts’ New Eagle Status
By Christine Galeone
Staff Reporter
In 2019 and 2020, three members
of Boy Scout Troop 44 of Mendon
completed their Eagle Scout projects.
And the troop’s scoutmaster, Edward
Shea, couldn’t be more pleased with
the results.
“Troop 44 has always prioritized
community service, and all three of
these scouts provided projects that
added to this legacy,” Shea said. “All
three scouts did service projects
that will be used by generations of
Mendon residents. The scouts also
showed great leadership and initiative to not only plan these complicated projects but see them through
from design all the way to completion.”
Last month, at Saint Gabriel’s
Church, Cameron Duncan, Andrew
Meacham, and Eddie Shea received
their Eagle Scout status in a ceremony known as the Court of Honor.
Although it was postponed until last
month because of the COVID-19
pandemic, it wonderfully celebrated
the dedicated scouts and their
projects.
Cameron’s 2020 project offers fitness and fun to students through the
construction of a Gaga Ball octagonal pit at the Miscoe Hill Middle
School playground. Andrew’s 2019
project, a renovation to the Meadow
Brook Cabin at the Meadow Brook
Woods Conservation Area will
benefit campers, hikers and hunters.
And Eddie’s 2020 project, the cleanup and repair of the Mendon Town
Beach boat ramp, also invites people
to enjoy the outdoors and allows
them to do so safely.
When asked about challenges to
holding the Eagle ceremony, their
scoutmaster mentioned a couple
of obstacles. Shea responded, “The
added stress of COVID would probably be the obvious answer, but I

think it has also been so long since
we have held a large event that we
probably forgot all the planning and
organization that goes into making
it happen.”
The scouts’ projects were praised,
at the event, by Mendon Fire Department Lieutenant Chris Nudd,
Mendon Chief of Police David
Kurczy, Massachusetts Senator Ryan
Fattman, R. Sutton, and Massachusetts State Representative Brian
Murray, D., Milford. Diane Duncan,
who’s Cameron’s mom and a Troop
44 volunteer, said that the community leaders spoke about the “virtues of
Scouting and the honor of becoming
an Eagle.”
“In addition to receiving their
Eagle medal, certificate, badge and
neckerchief, they also received various citations from state leaders that
recognized their accomplishments,”
Duncan noted. “At the conclusion
of the ceremony, the boys had an
opportunity to share with family and
friends how their time in Scouting
has helped them grow into confident
young adult leaders. The Court of
Honor was followed by a luncheon
with all of their special guests.”
The recent ceremony was special
for another reason as well. “For
Troop 44, this joint Eagle Ceremony
felt like the first time in a long time
that they were returning to normalcy,” Duncan shared. “Even though
Troop 44 was able to operate during
the pandemic with Zoom, social
distancing and masking, COVID
restrictions meant that everything
from weekly meetings to campouts
to service looked and felt different,
and some traditions and norms were
lost during this time. For the three
boys, finally being able to publicly
celebrate their accomplishment with
friends and family felt like a great
ending to a novel filled with plot
twists and emotions.”

Scoutmaster Edward Shea, Andrew Meacham, Eddie Shea, Cameron Duncan and Donald Halsing, Court of
Honor emcee, at the March 2022 Eagle Ceremony. (Contributed photo)
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Unitarian Universalist Society of
Grafton and Upton Scholarship
The Unitarian Universalist
Society of Grafton and Upton
has announced the availability of
one or more scholarships to help
defray the costs of education. The
scholarship fund was established
as a memorial to the enduring
presence of the Upton Unitarian

John F. Hatch, M.D.

Optical
Shop
On-Site

Church. Applications are available
for one or more Upton students
who will be entering an accredited
college. For information contact
the Grafton Upton Unitarian Universalist Society office admin@
uusgu.org or at 508-839-2927.
The deadline is May 1

Dr. Mai-Khuyen Nguyen, O.D.

Saturday &
After Hours
Available

World-Class Eye Care & Surgery in Milford
New Patients Receive a Free Pair of Select Glasses

508-528-3344

750 Union Street
Franklin, MA 02038

Surgery Center

508-473-7939

508-381-6040

Milford, MA 01757

145 West St., Milford 160 South Main St (Rt 140)

USED CAR SUPER STORE

5 DAY RETURN/EXCHANGE PROGRAM
FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE!
Plus

2018 HYUNDAI TUCSON NEW Retail Price:$26,450
#42968A • SE, BLUETOOTH, WHOLESALE $
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE, ALLOYS

Get

18,977

PRICE:

SAVE $7,500 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $57/wk

2020 HYUNDAI KONA

✔ FREE CAR FAX VEHICLE HISTORY AND SAFETY RECALL REPORT
✔ 30 DAY LIMITED WARRANTY ✔ STATE OF THE ART SERVICE CENTERS
✔ FACTORY CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
✔ FREE COURTESY SHUTTLE ✔ AFTER HOURS DROP OFF

NEW Retail Price:$32,305

26,377

#H02846 • SEL PLUS, ALLOYS, WHOLESALE $
LANE DEPARTURE, SUNROOF PRICE:

SAVE $5,600 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $83/wk

MAINTENANCE PLAN INCLUDED WITH THE PURCHASE OF SELECT VEHICLES. VALID FOR 36 MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF PURCHASE AT THE DEALERSHIP OF PURCHASE FOR INDICATED
VIN ONLY. PLAN VALID FOR OIL CHANGES, TIRE ROTATIONS, AND MULTI-POINT INSPECTIONS FOR VEHICLE MANUFACTURER’S NORMAL USAGE SCHEDULED INTERVALS ONLY. SEVERE/HEAVY
DUTY SCHEDULES AND ADDITIONAL MAINTENANCE ITEMS MAY BE REQUIRED OR RECOMMENDED AND ARE NOT INCLUDED. SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE INCLUDES UP TO 2 NON-SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGES PER YEAR OR UP TO 2 $39.95 DISCOUNT FOR FULL SYNTHETIC, DIESEL, OR SPECIALTY VEHICLE OIL CHANGES. NON TRANSFERRABLE. SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY. SEE
DEALER FOR DETAILS. NO CASH VALUE. NOT VALID ON PRIOR PURCHASES. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF SERVICE WRITE UP. OFFER ENDS 04/30/2022.

IMPERIAL HYUNDAI

Cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. Prices not valid with prior sales. Prices listed include all applicable manufacturer incentives (not everyone
will qualify) and Imperial discounts including a $1,000 Imperial Trade Assistance Bonus for a qualifying 2012 or newer trade. See us for details. Advertised price does
not include tax, title, registration, documentation, or our acquisition fees. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details. Not combinable with any other discounts or promotions. May require dealership source financing. Weekly payments calculated using an estimated down payment of $2,999 cash or trade. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Call our internet team at 508-488-2382 to see which incentives you qualify for. SALE ENDS 04/23/22.
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Caroline Perriello Consigli, O.D.

Shazia S. Ahmed, M.D.

SMILEFORVISION.COM

PURCHASE with CONFIDENCE

If You're Not Happy With Your Imperial Certiﬁed Used Vehicle, Bring It Back Within 5 Days or 200 Miles
& We'll Give You a Credit of Your Full Purchase Price Toward The Purchase Of Another Vehicle.

Kameran A. Lashkari, M.D.

2022 HYUNDAI VENUE NEW Retail Price:$30,980
#CH02884 • AWD, SEL TRIM, WHOLESALE $
SUNROOF, HEATED SEATS

PRICE:

27,977

SAVE $3,000 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $88/wk

2,000 VEHICLES

IN ONE LOCATION

2017 HYUNDAI ELANTRA NEW Retail Price:$24,205

#CH02402B • GREAT ON GAS, WHOLESALE $
BLUETOOTH, SE TRIM, FWD PRICE:

14,377

SAVE $9,800 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $40/wk

2018 HYUNDAI SONATA NEW Retail Price:$28,710
#H02841 • SEL, HEATED SEATS, WHOLESALE $
17” ALLOYS, APPLE CARPLAY

19,977

PRICE:

SAVE $8,700 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $60/wk

2019 HYUNDAI SANTA FE NEW Retail Price:$32,100

23,677

#H02833 • 2.4L SE TRIM, AWD, WHOLESALE $
APPLE CARPLAY, 17” ALLOYS PRICE:

SAVE $8,400 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $73/wk

MON-THUR 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUNDAY 12-6

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALHYUNDAI.COM
154 EAST MAIN STREET | ROUTE 16 | MILFORD, MA
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OBITUARIES
Martha (Marty) R. Fletcher

Mendon - Martha (Marty) R. Fletcher, 75,
of Mendon, passed away on Monday, April 4,
at the UMass/Memorial Healthcare-University Hospital in Worcester. She was the wife of
Robin L. Fletcher.
Born in Buffalo, NY, she was the daughter
of the late Marvin and Esther (Penner) Rau.
She earned her master’s degree at Buffalo
State University and her PhD at Florida State
University.
Marty was a Professor of Fashion Design
and Consumer Textiles at Framingham State
College for 24 years prior to her retirement.
Students enjoyed her gentle manner and focus
on their needs in the classroom and in advising. She was former Vice-President of the
Massachusetts Family and Consumer Sciences
Association, American Sewing Guild, and
active in Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild which
in March 2022 had their show “Thimble Pleasures -Visions of Hope” in Upton.
She was also a member of the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Mendon and
Uxbridge, the Joseph Emerson Alliance, the
Friends of Mendon Elders, and the Friends of
Milford Elders, all of which gave her a wonderful network of loved ones.

Nancy Jean Bouthiette
McDonnell

Upton - Nancy Jean
Bouthiette McDonnell
was born on May 29,
1948 to the late Francis
Leo Bouthiette and Elizabeth Shirley Ramsey
Bouthiette and called
Upton home her entire life. Nancy graduated from Nipmuc High School in 1966 and
got an Associate’s Degree from Dean College
in 1992. She later began a career at Waters
Corporation, where she worked for over 20
years. Nancy also spent her time enjoying the
beaches of Dennis Port, Cape Cod where she
and her husband George “Gig” McDonnell
had a house. Family members, friends, and
neighbors loved to gather on the deck to catch
up after a fun day at the beach.
Nancy passed peacefully at home on April

Leo Page

Wilton, NH - Leo L.
Page, age 94, a resident
of Wilton, NH, died at
his home on March 25,
surrounded by his loving
family after a period of
declining health.
He was born on September 28, 1927 in Ware, MA, a son of the late
Edward and Blanche (Pigeon) Page. He was
drafted into the Merchant Marines following
high school, serving from 1945 to 1947. He
then enlisted in the United States Army and
faithfully served his country in Korea. He was
honorably discharged in 1953 with the rank of
Sergeant.
He had resided in Wilton since 1969, moving from Chelmsford to settle in Wilton, a
small community he loved so very much.
Leo, a commercial pilot and retired captain
for Eastern Airlines, saw the world through
his piloting career and made many friends

2, surrounded by her loving family. She
is survived by her husband George “Gig”
McDonnell of Upton and two children, Stacie
McDonnell Galicki and her husband Jeff of
Upton, and Patrick McDonnell and his wife
Jessey of Northbridge. As well, she leaves
behind six beloved grandchildren, Samantha
“Manny”, Andrew, and Kevin Galicki of Upton and Emma, Sadie, and Cameron McDonnell of Northbridge. As well as her best friend
of 55 years Sue Evans and her husband John.
She also leaves behind a sister Bonnie Bouthiette and niece Monica Hensel.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made
to the Jimmy Fund to support pediatric brain
tumor research at JimmyFund.com
Calling hours were held in the Pickering &
Son Upton Funeral Home, on Friday, April 8.
Her funeral Mass at Saint Gabriel the Archangel Church, Upton, was held on Saturday,
April 9. UptonFunerals.com

along the way.
Survivors include his loving wife, Kathleen
Joyce-Page from Galway, Ireland; his surviving
two children; Steve Page and Susan Barnhart;
his grandchildren, David, Julie, April, Maria,
Benjamin, Camilla, Emma, Lauren, Christopher
and Alexander, 18 great-grandchildren; three
sisters, Ruth, Dottie, Joan and many nieces,
nephews, cousins and colleagues. Leo was
predeceased by his sister Betty, brothers Rene,
George, Robert and his oldest son John who
passed in 2017.
Calling hours were on Thursday, March 31,
from 5 to 7 p.m. at Smith & Heald Funeral
Home, 63 Elm Street, Milford, NH 03055. A
Mass of Christian burial took place on Friday,
April 1, at 10 a.m. in St. Patrick’s Church, 34
Amherst Street, Milford, NH. Burial with military honors followed at Mt. Calvary Cemetery,
Wilton, NH.
To share a memory or offer a condolence,
please visit Smith-heald.com for more information.
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Upton - Cynthia
“Cindy” Ramsey was
the most genuine, caring and loving wife,
mother, grandmother
“Gammy”, sister and
friend. To know her
was to love her. She
was called home to be with her Lord and
Savior on April 9, at the age of 66. God
could not wait to welcome her into a loving embrace.
Cindy was born in 1955 to the late
Joseph and Claire Crestuk, of Natick.
In 1976, she married her soulmate
and best friend, Walter Ramsey. They
were married for 46 memorable years.
Cindy is survived by her husband and
four children along with their spouses:
Jessica and Timothy Murphy of Upton;
Sandra Ramsey and Jason Roberts of
Mendon; Walter and Shannon Ramsey of
Montague; and Brent Ramsey and Tori
Gemme of Washington D.C. Her crowning achievement, however, was the legacy
she left behind in her own grandchildren:
Timothy Jr., Orianna, Eleanor, Andrew.
and Alaurra.
Cindy’s greatest love was children. She
was a beloved local school bus driver for
a total of 31 years. She began as a driver
in Upton in 1991, following an eightpyear proprietorship of her small business,
Crafty Stables. In 2006, she started driving

for AA Transportation in Grafton. Every
bus route she had, whether long term or
short, she cherished each child in her care.
Cindy had a gift of making children feel
safe and comfortable.
Cindy’s closest friends and family will
tell you of her penchant for feeding any
living creature from the variety of birds
who flocked to her feeders to the many fur
babies of her own or family and friends’.
Even after her favorite pup, Brie crossed
the rainbow bridge, she always had a bag
of treats handy for her children’s pets. She
also loved to visit her daughters farm,
where she never rode the horses, but fed
them countless treats.
Cindy could always be found outside,
doing yard work or setting up elaborate
decorations for the season. Children and
neighbors looked forward to her brightly
lit and festive designs.
Her funeral Mass was held on Thursday,
April 14, in St. Gabriel the Archangel Parish, Upton. Burial followed in Lakeview
Cemetery, Upton.
Calling hours were held on Wednesday,
April 13, in the Pickering & Son Upton
Funeral Home.
In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting donations be made in memory of
Cindy to Unbound Charity at Unbound.
Org or Worcester County Food Bank at
FoodBank.org
For her online guestbook, please visit
UptonFunerals.com

OPINION
Letter to the Editor

Letters may be edited for length and clarity and will be published on a space available basis. Maximum 300 words. Must
include signature, address & telephone number. Opinions expressed are solely those of the writer. Town Crier Publications will not be responsible for inaccuracies. No Political Endorsements, please!

Yes on Article 23

To the Editor:
A massive, 4-story apartment complex
is planned near the intersection of Fowler
and Mechanic Streets.
A development of this size will overwhelm Upton’s roads, infrastructure, and
ability to provide services to its residents.
It will add to our tax burden and result
in an increase of nearly 10 percent to our
Town’s population.
Upton has the right of first refusal to
purchase the land and prevent this development. At Town Meeting on May 5, your
“Yes” vote on Article 23 will allow Upton
to purchase the parcel. Town Meeting
will kick off at 7 p.m. at Nipmuc Regional
High School. You must show up in person
to cast a vote and defeat this project.
If Article 23 does not get the majority
of votes at Town Meeting, the sale to the
developer will go through and an apartment complex with more than 200 units
of 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms will be built.
The apartment complex will also
include more than 400 parking spaces
and add an estimated 1,800 vehicle trips
a day to our roads. That figure does not
include visitors, service trucks or delivery
vehicles. The runoff and chemicals will
flow directly into Warren Brook, and stifle

the wildlife that thrives in this important
watershed.
This apartment complex will not provide affordable housing in Upton. Under
the law, only 25 percent of the units have
to be “affordable” and “affordability” is
based on the Town’s median income. An
“affordable” unit at a similar project in
Town starts at over $1,800 per month.
Upton is working to be proactive in
planning for housing that will be affordable to our residents, our seniors, and
families. Our goal is to satisfy the need for
affordable housing while ensuring that the
scale of future projects is consistent with
our Town’s needs and character.
A “Yes” vote on Article 23 will prevent
an out-of-town developer from lining his
pockets at our Town’s expenses.
A “Yes” vote on Article 23 will allow the
Town to control the future of this parcel.
Please join other residents at Town
Meeting at 7 pm on May 5 at Nipmuc Regional High School. You must attend the
meeting in order to cast your vote.
For more information, please go to the
project’s website, UptonsFuture.info
Sincerely,
Katherine Robertson & Lauren Scheuer
Upton
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Cynthia Ramsey

Throughout her life, she traveled extensively with family and friends, creating a lifetime
of memories she looked back on fondly. An
avid reader, she loved to sit with a good book,
a cat snoozed on her lap, and the sounds of
birds fluttering outside. Her peaceful, caring
nature was immediately noticed by anyone
who met her, and she will be missed more
than words can convey.
In addition to her husband of 50 years, she
is survived by one son, Eric S. Fletcher of Sunnyside, NY, one brother, Russell Rau and his
wife, Linda, of Eustace, TX, as well as her two
cats, Socks and Mitsy.
She was predeceased by her daughter, Emily
Jean Fletcher.
A Celebration of Life will be planned for a
later date.
In lieu of flowers, donations in her memory
may be made to Star Island Corporation, 30
Middle Street, Portsmouth, NH 03801 or
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, PO
Box 808, Newark, NJ 07101.
Funeral arrangements are under the care
and direction of the Pickering & Son Upton
Funeral Home.
For her online guestbook, please visit UptonFunerals.com
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OPINION
Letter from
the Editor

By Michelle Sanford
The last couple of issues that went to press,
we printed certain dates for local high school
seniors and their parents and caregivers
to keep in mind as the clock ticks down to
graduation. As I was reading through these
dates and seeing the activities planned, I got
to thinking about my daughter’s senior year
of high school last year and how much she
missed due to the pandemic.
In March of 2020, Massachusetts declared
a state of emergency; my daughter was in her
junior year at that point. Never in a million
years, did I think a year later, she and her
classmates (and seniors everywhere) would
continue to be affected by this pandemic.
To say last year was challenging for
seniors would be an understatement. For so
many, including my daughter, there was no
homecoming weekend, sports seasons were
interrupted, and only seeing classmates and
friends a few days a month while classes
were held hybrid was the norm. There was
no senior trip, and although my daughter’s
school held a prom, there was no eating
or even dancing at it. Even trying to pick
a college was a challenge as many tours at

prospective schools were canceled.
I’m not blaming anyone; well, I’ll blame
the pandemic. I think school administrators
did the best they could under the circumstances. And I know they would have given
anything to have provided the seniors the
traditional activities they all deserved and
over all, a better final year in high school.
I can’t speak for everyone, but I think my
daughter and her friends are over it. They’ve
moved on and are loving their freshman
years at their respective colleges. (Hard to
believe it’s almost over.)
I am thrilled for this year’s graduating
seniors. I’m thrilled they appear to be getting
the end of year events and activities that last
year’s seniors, and even the class from two
years prior, didn’t.
May you all enjoy your last few months
of high school. It’s much deserved. Years
from now, I hope you can look back on your
senior year and for the most part smile and
laugh and have good memories. Make the
most of these last months and be sure to
bask in what so many didn’t have the opportunity to.

CANDIDATES
NIGHT 2022!
The Mendham
Brush Association
(aka Brothers of the Brush)

is once again proud to host our
annual Candidates Night event.
This event allows folks to come “Meet & Greet” and ask
questions of candidates running in the upcoming elections.
This will be a “hybrid” style event that will allow the public to
attend in-person at the Mendon Town Hall or remotely using
Microsoft Teams. To obtain information to participate remotely,
please go to the Mendon Town website. This event will also be
recorded and shared on YouTube, as well as the Public Access.

THIS EVENT IS SCHEDULED FOR:

Tuesday, May 10th
from 7pm - 9pm,

MENDON

New Budget, Brush Fire Truck
on Mendon Warrant
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
As it stands now, Mendon residents have
multiple articles to determine at the Annual
Town Meeting, to be held at 7 p.m. on Friday, May 6, at Miscoe Hill Middle School.
The warrant for the Annual Town Meeting will be posted on the town’s website at
MendonMA.gov once it has been finalized.
The total dollar amounts reported below
may change before the Select Board signs
off on the warrant.
Article 3, the new fiscal year operating
budget, currently stands at $22,261,553, an
increase of $1,060,345 or approximately five
percent, over the fiscal year 2022 budget of
$21,201,208.
In addition, there are a number of other
financial articles for voters to determine
totaling approximately $1.62 million.
Some of those financial articles are routine, including Article 4, which authorizes
the town to use Chapter 90 funding.
Articles 5, 6, and 7 are voted on each
year at the Annual Town Meeting and seek
funding for $6,500 for the Assessor’s Cyclical Inspection Program; $17,000 for the
Update Valuation Account; and $2,500 for
Police Department State/Federal General
Matching Grants, respectively.
Article 9 asks for $4,136.13; this funding
is regarding last year’s purchase or lease of a
fire pumper truck.
Article 10 seeks $170,000 for the purchase or lease of a brush fire truck and to
authorize the Select Board to accept federal
or state funds, grants, and gifts toward this
expense.
Articles 11, 12, 13, and 14 deal with
funding for Town Hall campus improvements totaling $972,000.
Article 15 would provide $25,000
transferred from Capital Expenditures for
replacement of the roof at Inman Hill Road.
Article 16 seeks a transfer from avail-
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able funds to operate the Water Enterprise
Fund.
Article 17 asks for a vote to set limits
on Revolving Funds per Massachusetts
General Law (MGL) Chapter 53 for the
Library, the Planning Board, the Highway
Department, the Conservation Commission, Parks, the Fire Department, Title V as
applicable to the Board of Health, and the
Police Department.
Article 22 seeks $20,000 for renewal of
the position of part-time Affordable Housing Coordinator for fiscal year 2023, with
funds to be transferred from the Community Preservation Affordable Housing
Account.
Article 23 would provide a transfer of
$135,255 from the Community Preservation Accounts to fund the fiscal year 2023
Police Station Debt Exclusion.
Article 24 requests a vote to set aside a
percentage of revenues from the Community Preservation Reserves for later spending,
with 10 percent for open space, 10 percent
for historic preservation, 10 percent for
affordable housing, 65 percent budgeted
reserve, and five percent for administration.
Article 25 asks for $180,000 from the
Community Preservation Accounts for
renovations at the Mendon Town Beach.
Under Article 26, $56,000 would be
transferred from the Community Preservation Accounts to fund an Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant walkway
in the Town Hall Campus area for access to
Town Hall and the old Taft Library.
Articles 27, 28, 29, and 30 seek funds
to be transferred from the Community
Preservation Accounts to fund, respectively,
a Housing Production Plan, Records Room
renovations, a survey for 52 Providence
Street, and a survey for an easement from
the Muddy Brook Estates subdivision off
Daniels Road to access a well site on 52
Providence Street.

with light refreshments being served.

The Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra presents

Springtime
Pops
a la Arthur Fiedler
Selections from “Carmen”
William Tell Overture
The Blue Danube Waltz
Music of Broadway, Hollywood
And More!!!

Saturday, April 30th
at 7:30 p.m.

The Grand Ballroom at Milford Town Hall

Reserve your tickets TODAY!
Adults: $42
Seniors/Students/Veterans: $27

Applause for our 2022 Corporate Night Sponsors:
The White Companies Charitable Trust, Medway Oil & Propane, Richardson Financial,
Charles River Bank, Phipps Insurance, Hillview Equipment, Benjamin Moore & Co.,
Sira Naturals, Doherty, Dugan, Cannon, Raymond & Weil, P.C., & Southwick’s Zoo
2022 Media Sponsors: The Town Crier & MyFM

www.claflinhill.org ~ 508.478.4924
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Check Out the Town Crier’s
Website and Facebook Page
The Town Crier invites its
readers to enjoy our new, updated website at TownCrier.Us.
Archived Town Crier’s are also
found on the website. In addition, please check out our new
Facebook page at The Town
Crier Newspapers of Upton/
Mendon & Milford.
Be sure to follow us.
Only Town Crier staff is permitted to post on the Facebook
page. Postings will include
upcoming community events,
announcements, and certain
stories.
For questions, please email
TownCrierEditor@gmail.com.
SCAN
QR CODE
to visit our
NEW
FACEBOOK
PAGE

SCAN
QR CODE
to visit our
NEW
WEBSITE

Passover Services
Chabad House Jewish Community Center in Milford invites you
to take your rightful seat at the Seder. The Seder is conducted in
English, and you’ll enjoy fine wines or grape juice, catered dinner
(including smoked brisket), and hand-made Shmurah Matzah.
Laced with kabbalistic insights, stories, Jewish humor and traditional
songs, this will be a Holiday of Freedom you’ll remember for a
lifetime. All events and programs are by reservation only.
Go to: JewishMA.com.
Friday, April 15:
90-minute Seder on Cedar: Everything done in record time.
For adults and children, 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 16:
Traditional Seder with all the songs and trimmings, 9:15 p.m.
Saturday, April 23:
End Passover with a feast for a king - to prepare for the world of
Moshiach, with everything, 7 p.m.
Also, holiday services begin at 10:30 a.m. on each of
the following days, and are followed by a kiddish-lunch:
Saturday, April 16, Sunday, April 17, Friday, April 22, and Saturday,
April 23. Yizkor - Memorial Service: Saturday, April 23, 11:30 a.m.

LIQUOR PLUS
Milagro
Tequila

Leinenkugels
Summer Shandy

Chateau
Castegens

$33.99 750ml

$17.39 + dep.

$13.99 750ml

Fleur de Mer

Old Forester

$20.99 750ml

$24.99 750ml

Blanco & Reposado

Neewm603 Hard
I t Seltzer

Tangerine & Black Cherry
16oz. 4pk. cans

$10.00 + dep.

12pk. cans & bottles

Rosé

MENDON

Mendon Finance Committee
Recommending Budget of
Nearly $22.3 Million
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
Under Article 3 of the warrant for
Mendon’s Annual Town Meeting, meeting
attendees will vote on whether to approve
the budget for fiscal year 2023. The Finance
Committee currently recommends an operating budget of $22,261,553, which may
change by the time the Annual Town Meeting convenes. The figure marks a $1,060,345
increase, approximately five percent, over
the fiscal year 2022 budget of $21,201,208.
Some of the preliminary figures discussed
so far include the Mendon Upton Regional
School District (MURSD), with a budget of
$12,243,925. The school’s budget accounted
for more than half of the total budget and
saw an increase of approximately two percent over last year’s budget of $12,006,418.
Public Safety increased from $3,096,343
in fiscal year 2022 to $3,191,246 for 2023, or
about three percent. Public Works rose by
about two percent, from $993,225 in 2022
to $1,016,426 for fiscal year 2023, while

Public Welfare increased from $716,012 last
year to $734,092 this year.
Elections & Registration saw a 231
percent increase over fiscal year 2022 due
mostly to Mendon adding a second voting
precinct this year, as mandated by population data from the 2020 United States
census. Last year’s Elections & Registration
budget was $10,846; in fiscal year 2023, that
jumps to $35,864.
The town’s long range financial plan
targets based on the fiscal year 2023 budget
are five percent of the total operating
budget in the Stabilization Account, a sum
of $1,113,077.65. The account currently
stands at $1,430,697 and has a surplus of
$317,619.35. Three percent is the goal for
Capital Expenditures. This would be a sum
of $667,846.59; the current balance in that
account is $398,153, which is a deficit of
$269,693.59.
Mendon’s Annual Town Meeting will
take place on Friday, May 6 at Miscoe Hill
School and begin at 7 p.m.

Four Races on Mendon’s
Election Ballot
By Michelle Sanford, Editor
A few more candidates returned their
nomination papers before the deadline
which will result in four races on Mendon’s
Town Election ballot. The date of the Town
Election is Tuesday, May 17. Polls will be
open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. in the Miscoe
Hill School’s gymnasium.
There are two Select Board races to be
determined; one for the two-year seat and
the other for the three-year seat, currently
held by Mark Reil, who is not running for
another term.
For the three-year seat, there will be a race
between Mike Jones and Alejna Brugos.
For the two year Select Board seat, the
candidates include Justin Harshaw, Brendan
Chenelle, and Dyana Steeves.
Former Selectman Michael Goddard is
running unopposed for the one year Select

Board’s seat.
Mendon voters will also determine if incumbent Kerry Laurence or Darah Landers
will sit on the School Committee’s threeyear seat.
There is also a race for Tree Warden. Incumbent Alan Tetreault is being challenged
by Ted Steeves.
Uncontested races include Thomas
Merolli for Town Moderator for one year,
Ken O’Brien for Board of Assessors for
three years, Andrew Fiske for Board of
Health for three years, AJ Byrne for Parks
Commissioner for three years, Damon Tinio for Planning Board for five years, Lessa
Michael and Gabrielle Porciello for two
Library Trustee seats for three years, Kevin
Rudden for Water Commissioner for three
years, and Vincent Roy for Water Commissioner seat for two years.

Read the Town Crier Online

To read the April 15 Upton/Mendon Town Crier issue online, go to
TownCrier.Us. Click on Town Crier Archive tab to view the April
15, 2022 edition. Additional archived Milford Town Criers and
Upton/Mendon Town Criers may also be viewed here.

Bordeaux

Kentucky Bourbon

125 MAIN ST., UPTON | 508-529-6196
MON-SAT: 8:30 am - 9pm | SUN 12pm - 6pm
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Warrant Requests
Funding for
Town Hall Campus

Mendon Senior Center
The Mendon Senior Center, located
at 62 Providence Street., is open
Monday—Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. and Friday from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. by appointment. For questions
on programs and weekly activities,
call the Senior Center staff at 508-4786175 for more information.

By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
Nearly $1 million for improvements to
the Mendon Town Hall campus will be up
for vote during the Annual Town Meeting
on Friday, May 6, at Miscoe Hill Middle
School.
Articles 11, 12, 13, and 14 all request
monies for the project, for a combined
total of $972,204. If approved, the funds
will be reallocated to the new Town Hall
Campus Account. The monies all come
from accounts used for capital projects and
are required to be allocated to other capital
projects.
During the April 6 meeting of the Select
Board, Town Administrator Kimberly
Newman told the Board that the current
estimate for the project was about $760,000,
but cautioned that amount did not include
additional engineering, which she estimated would be an additional $200-250,000.
“The good news is we have a lot of good
funding where we’ve been planning for
this,” Newman said.
The warrant articles call for transfer of
funds from other accounts that have monies available.
Article 11 requests a transfer of funds
from both free cash, for $338,850, and the
stabilization account, for $350,000. The
monies from free cash were left unallocated
earlier this year so that they would be available for the Town Hall Campus project,
while the stabilization account monies
represent a surplus in that account.
“That’s what stabilization is for, these
types of problems,” said Selectman Lawney
Tinio. “If we don’t do this, once they knock
that police station down, it’s going to be a
barren wasteland.”
Article 12 seeks $119,050 to be transferred from the Inman Hill Road sale
account. Another $169,304 would come
from the Complete Streets account under
Article 13.
A sum of $33,457 under Article 14

Monday, April 18
Patriot’s Day, Senior Center Closed
Thursday, April 21
Tri-Valley lunch, beef with onions and
pepper, potatoes, $3 donation, make
reservations 48 hours in advance,
12 p.m.
Monday, April 25
Craft, May Baskets, 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, April 27
Friends, Dine out, Roast House,
12 p.m.
Thursday, April 28
Tri Valley Lunch, Meatballs with onion
gravy, bowtie pasta and vegetable, $3
donation, make reservations 48 hours
in advance, 12 p.m.

Weekly Activities:
Monday
Walking Group, Milford, at municipal
lot across from Sacred Heart Church
to Louisa Lake, 8:30 a.m. Email
diane.m.howell@icloud.com for more
information.
Cribbage, 9 a.m.
Tuesday
Scrabble, 9 a.m.
Wednesday
Walking Group, Hopedale, on trail
of Hopedale Pond, 8:30 a.m. Email
diane.m.howell@icloud.com for more
information.
Thursday
Yarn Works, 1 p.m.
Friday
Walking Group, Uxbridge, along the
canal at Riverbend Farm, 8:30 a.m.
Email diane.m.howell@icloud.com for
more information.

would be sourced from the Police Station
Building Project account. Newman noted
that the account currently has a balance of
about $114,000, but approximately $50,000
of that amount is earmarked for demolition
costs of the old police station and $30,000
for fencing. Per Newman, an additional
$20,000 might be needed for paving.
“If we don’t need to expend the money
in a project that we’ve allocated, we don’t,
so it’s available to transfer back if we don’t
need it,” Newman said. “I don’t want anyone
to think that we are unnecessarily taking
funds that somehow will disappear. They
won’t.”
The project began with a grant from the
Local Rapid Recovery Planning Program
(LRRP).
“I’m going to propose that we take about
$338,850 from free cash, which is the
money that we put aside,” said Newman.
“In order to stay with the momentum of the
project, we want to allocate this money now
so that we can move forward.”
Select Board Chair Mark Reil suggested
making a one-page document detailing the
project be made available to Annual Town
Meeting voters to facilitate better understanding of what the project entails and
why it’s needed.

Mendon Town Calendar
Residents are encouraged to view
posted agendas to determine the
location of meetings and whether town
boards or committees are meeting in
person, remotely or both. Agendas can
be viewed at MendonMA.Gov.
Monday, April 18
Historic District Commission,
Upper Town Hall, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, April 19
Agricultural Commission, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 20
Select Board, 6 p.m.
Thursday, April 21
Zoning Board of Appeals, Public
Hearing, Appeal on Decision of 106
Millville St., 7 p.m.
Zoning Board of Appeals, Public
Hearing, Variance at 20 Hartford
Ave. West, 7 p.m.
Monday, April 25
Planning Board, Public Hearing on
Main St. Campus, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, April 26
Finance Committee, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 27
Select Board, 6 p.m.
Thursday, April 28
Conservation Commission, 7 p.m.

The Town Crier Staff
wishes all our readers and advertisers a ...
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42 Congress Street, Milford
508-473-5511
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Missionary Family Returns to U.S. for Freedom and the “Little Things”
By Christine Galeone
Staff Reporter
When the COVID-19 pandemic hit,
Myla and Rick Berry and their son, Aden,
were living in the Philippines. The retired
teacher and native of the Philippines said
that, unfortunately, she and her husband
weren’t able to continue the missionary
work that they had been doing in Thailand and Cambodia.
Still, she said she was most concerned
about the impact of the strict pandemic
lockdowns on her son Aden, which she
described as including many checkpoints,
remote learning only and confinement to
their small home and yard.
She viewed the limitations on her
son as “heartbreaking.” So, she and her
American-born husband made a decision.
“We decided to come back here, because
it would be better for all of us,” she said.
That decision to temporarily return to
Milford in July 2021 has brought the family the freedom that they missed. It has
also brought them a deeper appreciation
for the simple things that many people
take for granted.
The Berry’s also brought their grandson, Keith, who’s a citizen of the Philip-

pines, with them. Berry said that the
journey here consisted of a lot of paperwork and permits, several calls to different embassies and hours of pandemicdriven protocols at her native country’s
airport. But their efforts weren’t in vain.
“It helps to see the kids have that sense
of normalcy,” Myla said. “It’s really important to us.”
That has included being able to cherish
the New England seasons – which Berry
particularly loves. The kids have enjoyed
making a snowman, playing in the snow,
and riding bikes. The family also loves
visiting fairs, walking, and enjoying the
scenery at various parks throughout
Central Massachusetts and at Maine’s
beaches.
“It’s the little things that before you
don’t appreciate until it’s being taken
from you,” Myla reflected. “I cannot describe how much we appreciate and how
very blessed we are being in the United
States at this time.”
Since her adult daughters in the Philippines have let her know that the situation
is much better, Berry said that the family
will return there before fall. But she said
that unless God calls them somewhere

The Berry Family left to right include Aden,
Myla, Keith, and Rick, who seem
to be fans of all the Boston sports teams.
(Contributed photo)
else, she and her husband hope to retire
in the United States.
“There’s a culture of selflessness here
in Milford,” she said, adding that it’s

Aden (L) and Keith (R) enjoy playing in the
New England snow. (Contributed photo)

something that she hopes will be passed
down to the next generation. “It’s really
amazing how you feel the genuine love of
others.”

DOGGIE DAYCARE • LUXURY BOARDING • TRAINING
• Pet Spa Services, Behavior Consults & Training available
• Doggie Daycare where your furry kids can relax & have fun
• Luxury Modern Dog Boarding at our Doggie Chalet
Voted Best of the Best
in All of MetroWest!

BEST PET SERVICE
2019 / 2020 / 2021

VETERINARIAN
RECOMMENDED

PawsBedandBiscuit.com | 97 Millville Rd.,Mendon | 508-478-6390

Pet
Press

C O R N E R
1é ǘǗǘ Ǘǘ
Ǘ @ǘǖǗHǗ ǘǖ ?

JOCELYN COWAN, DVM
DEBORAH VEO, DVM
ALI O’HAGAN,
DVM
ALYSSA
VINCENT,
DVM
JESS
MACHO, DVM
ALI
O'HAGAN,
DVM
Preventative Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry,
In-House Laboratory, Digital Radiography,
Acupuncture, Chiropractic and Laser
Therapy for Dogs and Cats.
Ultrasound & Surgical Specialists
Available by Consultation.
Specialty services available as well as
night and weekend appointments.

510
Ave Uxbridge,
W, Uxbridge,
MA 01569
555Hartford
Hazel Street
MA 01569
P. 508.278.5869 | F. 508.278.9384 | info@uxbridgeanimalhospital.com
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Lodging Grooming
Daycare
Training
Retail Store
Hours: M-TH 6:30 am - 6 pm / Sat 8-12 noon / Sun 5-6 pm

508.839.1757
www.GibsonsNaturalPet.com
139 Upton Street (Rte. 140) Grafton
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Lion’s Club Scholarship
Applications Available
The Mendon Lions Club will be
awarding two $1,000 scholarships to
a Mendon resident senior student, an
Upton resident who is presently a senior
at Nipmuc Regional High School, or a
Blackstone Valley Tech senior student
who is a member of the BVT Leo’s Club.
Involvement in various humanitarian activities in the community is essential. The
application (both pages) can be obtained

SENIOR CENTER from Pg. 1

from the guidance office at Nipmuc
Regional High School or Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational Technical High
School. Application can also be found
on MendonLions.org or Mendon Lions
Facebook. Please follow the instructions on the application and return the
completed application to: Mendon Lions
Club, PO Box 218, Mendon, MA 01756.
The deadline for the application is April 25.

Veterans Motorcycle Club Scholarship
The Mass. Chapter of the U.S. Veterans Motorcycle Club annually awards at
least one $500 scholarship to a local high
school student who will continue their
education and who are related to a veteran. Each year, we have been awarding
scholarships to students in local schools
who are related to veterans. The number

of scholarships awarded are based on
funds available. The candidate must be a
relative of an active or honorably discharged military member. Applications
are available at the guidance departments
of Uxbridge, Blackstone Valley Tech. and
Mendon/ Upton Regional high schools.
The deadline for applications is May 1.

Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild
Scholarship Application Available
The Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild is
pleased to announce they will again be
awarding a $1,000 scholarship to a graduating senior who is pursuing a course of
study in the field of visual arts, design, or
textiles. Applications for the scholarship
are available in the Guidance Office of
the student’s high school or available to

download at ThimblePleasures.org. Students from Milford, Hopedale, Holliston,
Mendon, Upton, Uxbridge, Northbridge,
Douglas, Sutton, Medway, Blackstone,
Millbury, Franklin, and Millville may
apply, including BVT students from those
communities. The deadline for submission of the application is May 1, 2022.

“The goal for this project was for the
Senior Center to become a real hub of
socialization and really a resource for the
elder people of the town,” Petrovick told
the Board. “The seniors have outgrown the
building. The role of the Senior Center has
actively changed.”
The new Senior Center would add 3,400
square feet to the existing lower level and
3,500 square feet to the current first floor,
which currently encompass 2,520 square
feet apiece. Once the project is completed,
the building would have 11,940 square feet
of space.
“I would say that if you look at the statistics, seniors in Mendon comprise about
25 percent of the population and we’re only
going to be increasing,” Nogueira said. “For
some people, the Senior Center is their
only socialization. We are also responsible
for the food pantry, and in an emergency
situation, the Senior Center is the site to go
because we have some beds there and we
have food there in the kitchen.”
Nogueira added that the first floor of the
current Senior Center has a capacity of 50
people.
“Our Friends organization already has 49
members who want to come to the Center
and enjoy the meetings and put in their
input, so we are really cramped for space,”
she said.
Per the presentation, finishing 1,500
square feet of the lower level would cost
$175 per square foot for $262,500. New
construction and renovation of the first
floor would be $450 per square foot for
6,020 square feet, or $2,709,000. The total
cost to complete the building would be
$2,971,500. Soft costs, such as an Owner’s
Project Manager (OPM), design, engineering, testing, and permits are estimated at 25
percent of the building cost, or $740,000,

and an additional $75,000 is slated for
furniture, fixtures, and equipment. The
overall total cost of the entire project would
be $3,786,500.
“This is the culmination of several years
of planning, dreaming, trying to figure
out what we wanted,” said Pearlman. “We
started off by making the usual wish list,
and then we did a lot of visitations around
this area and further west, visiting other
centers that had expansions and had also
used the same architect.”
Pearlman, Kent, and Nogueira quickly realized that the scope of what they wanted to
accomplish would be eclipsed by the cost.
Undaunted, they looked for ways to save.
“We had to whittle it down and say okay,
what do we absolutely need, so that when
the senior population started to expand in
Mendon, we would be able to meet their
needs, which right now we’re having a great
deal of difficulty doing,” Pearlman said.
Town Administrator Kimberly Newman
noted the group taking the time to scale
the project down and come back with a
reasonable and more affordable price was
commendable.
The Select Board also appeared to support the renovation.
“We should recognize that this project is
probably the highest need of the community at this point,” said Select Board Chair
Mark Reil.
Reil suggested that funds from the potential sale of the town-owned Morrison Drive
property could be used to bankroll the new
Senior Center.
“My thought is that, as I look out at some
of the people in this room, you’ve done so
much for this town and you really are this
town,” said Select Board member Michael
Merolli. “It’s time for us to take care of the
senior citizens.”

Checking that
gives and gives.
GET REWARDED
Every Dean Bank checking account gives back with the Dean
Bank Rewards¹ program. All non-pin debit card transactions
on your account earn you points to redeem for merchandise,
travel, and more. The points add up fast, and we just updated
our program to include even more reward options.
It’s easy to open a Dean Bank checking account online, and
enjoy great service and benefits to match the way you bank.

April is
Community
Banking
Month

Open an account online today! deanbank.com • (508) 528-0088
¹ You are responsible for any personal tax liability related to participation in the Program or as a result of points earned or redeemed. Dean Bank is not responsible for managing or administering the Program or providing services under the Program.
Program Administrator reserves the right to change these rules at any time, for any reason, and without notice. Customers with questions or concerns regarding the Dean Bank Debit Card Rewards program are invited to call (508) 528-0088 or visit
any branch and speak with Customer Service during normal business hours.
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A Bright Future For Mendon

My name is Alejna Brugos, and I’m running
for Mendon Select Board on May 17.
I’m running because Mendon has been my
home for more than two decades. I love
Mendon’s rich history, vibrant present, and
bright future.
I’ve been working with others for many years
to serve our community:

• Tax Aid Committee since 2015, to ease burdens on seniors

• Volunteering with Solarize Mendon-Upton, to save people
money on energy costs, and work towards a sustainable future

• A long time participant of Town Meeting, local elections,
and many other community and school efforts

I am someone who really listens, and I want to hear from you.
It’s time for more voices to be represented on our select board.

Let’s work together towards
a bright future for Mendon!
Contact me:
508-473-8197

Muradian Supports $350 million
Bond Authorization For Local
Transportation Infrastructure
State Representative David Muradian (RGrafton) recently supported a $350 million
bond bill to help maintain municipal roads
and bridges under the state’s Chapter 90
program and to provide additional funding
for several transportation-related municipal
grant programs.
House Bill 4638, An Act financing improvements to municipal roads and bridges,
will provide nearly $1.3 million to the 9th
Worcester District to assist with the upkeep
of its local transportation infrastructure
under the state’s Chapter 90 program, which
is being funded at $200 million for Fiscal Year 2023. The bill was engrossed on
a unanimous vote of 156-0 in the House
of Representatives on March 30, but still
requires Senate approval and Governor
Baker’s signature.
Specifically, the 9th Worcester District

will receive the following:
• Grafton: $500,498
• Northbridge: $465,194
• Upton: $314,650
Established in 1973, the Chapter 90 program allocates funding annually to all 351
Massachusetts cities and towns, using a formula that takes into account the weighted
average of a community’s local road mileage
(58.33%), population (20.83%) and employment (20.83%). The program provides funding on a reimbursable basis, with cities and
towns paying up-front for eligible expenses
before receiving state compensation.
Representative Muradian said the House
bill also authorizes $150 million in additional spending for five state grant programs
that cities and towns can access for assistance in funding local transportationrelated initiatives.

Meet and Greet for MURSD
School Committee Candidates

alejna.brugos
@gmail.com

A Meet and Greet for those running for the Mendon Upton Regional School
Committee seat will take place on May 3 at 7 p.m. in the conference room of the
Mendon Police Department. For those unable to attend in person, there will also
be a Microsoft Teams link provided. The link will posted on various Facebook
groups for Mendon and Upton.

FB@alejna.brugos.
select.board

Paid for by Alejna Brugos, Candidate for Mendon Select Board

10% Down Construction
Loans Are Now Available!

Registration Now Open
for Jimmy Fund Walk
Registration is now open for the 2022
Boston Marathon® Jimmy Fund Walk presented by Hyundai. Scheduled for Sunday,
October 2, funds raised from the Walk support all forms of adult and pediatric patient
care and cancer research at one of the nation’s premier cancer centers, Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute.
The Jimmy Fund Walk is the only organized walk permitted on the famed Boston
Marathon course and participants have
the flexibility to choose from four distance
options: a 5K Walk (3.1 miles from DanaFarber Cancer Institute); a 10K Walk (6.2
miles from Newton); a Half Marathon Walk
(13.1 miles from Wellesley); or the Marathon Walk (26.2 miles from Hopkinton).

All four routes of the Jimmy Fund Walk
end at the Copley Square Finish Line with a
celebration complete with food, music, and
a speaking program.
Participants can also join the event virtually by “walking their way” from wherever
they are most comfortable—in their neighborhood, on a favorite hiking trail, or on a
treadmill at home. Virtual programming
and supporting materials will be available.
To register for the Jimmy Fund Walk
(#JimmyFundWalk) or to support a walker,
visit JimmyFundWalk.org or call 866-5319255. Registrants can enter the promo code
NEWS for $5 off the registration fee. All
registered walkers will receive a bib, medal,
and a Jimmy Fund Walk T-shirt.

Purchase land & build your own home
Build on land you already own
One loan closing - no need to refinance after
construction is completed
Loan Serviced by Milford Federal
Contact Beth for more info!
Beth Caico

Beth.Caico@MilfordFederal.com
508.234.2450
Mortgage Loan Specialist
NMLS# 414859
PMI required for loans over 80% LTV. Available for 1 family owner occupied primary
residence. Other fees affecting APR may apply. Offer subject to credit approval and
subject to change without notice. NMLS# 465956.

PAID FOR BY
JUSTIN HARSHAW

Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket
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Home Improvement

Fun Easter Basket Alternatives to Candy

From StatePoint Media
Looking to fill your child’s Easter basket
with something a bit different this year?
Unlike candy, these fun and engaging gift
ideas will last well beyond the holiday:
Expand their library: Grow your child’s

library with books that expand their horizons.
For example, 100 Words About Places I Go, is
an interactive learning book featuring words
in English and Spanish. Ten touch-sensitive
locations on each page teach about words, colors and counting in the context of 12 unique
places, like the beach, the farm, the amusement park and more. Another title to consider
is the 100 Animals Book, which introduces
children to animals from the desert, savanna,
rainforest and more through illustrations, photographs and fun facts that promote early science awareness. Finally, the Learning Friends
100 Words book introducers little learners to
words about food, nature, opposites and more.
Make crafting happen: Kids’ crafting kits can
boost creativity and spur your child’s artistic
side. And there are many options that are
perfect for celebrating the spring season, from
gardening kits to bird feeder painting kits to
abcdefghijklmnop
terrariums.
Create learning fun: qrstuvwxyz
With no web connecABCDEFGHIJKLMNOP
tion, downloads or account
setup required,
QRSTUVWXYZ
kids can get right
to
the
fun
with LeapLand
`1234567890-=[];'.

Adventures, a unique plug-and-play TV video
game adventure for early learners from LeapFrog. With 15 re-playable levels introducing
curriculum-based content and important foundational skills, preschoolers will enjoy going on
a quest across LeapLand to learn about letters,
numbers, shapes and colors.
Adopt an animal: You can introduce children
to an important cause in a way they can understand through a “symbolic adoption” from the
World Wildlife Fund. Adoption kits, which support efforts to protect animals in the wild, come
with a plush toy, a photograph, an adoption certificate, and a species card containing fascinating
facts about the animal and its habitat.
This year, think
beyond the typiNOW CARRYING VIKING APPLIANCES.
cal Easter basket
selections and opt
QUALITY PRODUCTS ~ GREAT PRICES
for memorable
gifts that enrich the
mind and connect
kids to the world
around them.

Full Time Service Department

/,`123456789
0-=[]\;',./

Factory Authorized Service Agents

Fully insured
s
Free Estimate

We service all brands, no matter where they were purchased!

A A R D VA R K

• LCD, LED &
PLASMA TVs
• Air Conditioners
• Washers/Dryers

• Refrigerators
• Dehumidifiers
• Gas and Electric Ovens
• Gas Grills

• Wall Ovens and
Microwaves
• Kitchen Ventilation
Systems

JUNK REMOVAL

Give Us a Call ... No Job Too Small
Bedrooms • Basements • Bathrooms
Decks/Patios/Yards • Kitchens • Garages
Living Rooms/Dining Rooms
R RELIABLE R EXPERIENCED
R RESPONSIVE
R PROFESSIONAL R INSURED

Labofalltrades.com | 508-377-2137

We junk it - Move it - Clean it - Recycle it - Scrap it
• Hoarding Specialists
• Appliance Removal
• Rubbish Removal
• Junk Removal
• Construction Clean Up
• Office Cleanings
• Carpet Cleanings
• Basement Cleanouts

• Storage Cleanouts
• Recycling
• Office/Residential Moves
• Room to Room Moves
• Appliance Moves
• Social Services Specialists
• Furniture Moves
• Scrap Metal

Local & Family Owned
508-395-8369
aardvarksvcs@gmail.com

Authorized Dealer

Frank’s Appliance Sales & Service
331 Main St., Milford

508-473-1309 • www.franksappliance.com

Any Room,
Any Home,
Anywhere
DO YOU OWN A HOME
IMPROVEMENT BUSINESS?

Your ad should be
featured here!

• Boucher Energy Systems, Inc. is an Elite Diamond
Contractor offering the 12 & 12 Warranty Program
• 0% Financing and Rebates through Mass Save

508-473-6648
www.boucherenergy.com
34 Godfrey Lane
Milford, MA 01757
Lic. # 26375E
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Install in the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork.
We provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.
© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Upton/Mendon Town Crier

11

Home Improvement
UPTON
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Winter Services

CARPENTRY
Snow Plowing & Roof Snow Removal
INTERIOR
& EXTERIOR
Winter Services
Snow
Plowing
&
Roof
Snow Removal
PAINTING
CARPENTRY • INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
PAINTING

INSTALLED CLEANED REPAIRED

• Window &• INTERIOR
Door Replacement
CARPENTRY
& EXTERIOR PAINTING
• Window
Replacement
• Kitchen&&Door
Bathroom

Remodeling
• Kitchen
& Bathroom
Remodeling
• Wood Flooring • Decks
• Wood Flooring • Decks

• Siding • Roofs • Masonry

• Siding • Roofs • Masonry

$10 OFF

• Power Washing

• Power Washing

• Gutter Repairs & Cleaning

• Gutter Repairs & Cleaning

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING with same day payment.

• BasementFinishing
Finishing
• Basement
Detailed&&Meticulous
Meticulous
Detailed
ReasonableRates
Rates
Reasonable

Licensed Title 5 Inspector
Family owned & operated since 1920

Call
CallMauricio
Mauricio

508.202.8602
508.202.8602

FULLY INSURED

FULLY INSURED

24 Hr Emergency Support • 508.435.3381 • Hopkinton • JCParmenterSeptic.com

MA HIC.#169427

MA HIC.#169427

ELIMINATE ALLERGENS
Call WPC to protect your home
Licensed
& insured.
All work
guaranteed.

Don’t
tolerate.

CALL TODAY!

WPC Pest &
Termite Control
508-435-2211
nobugsnopests.com

Any Room, Any
Home, Anywhere

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:
- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)
- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan
- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf

DO YOU OWN A HOME
IMPROVEMENT BUSINESS?

Your ad should be
featured here!

- Extended Labor Warranty Available
- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service
- Maintenance Contracts Available

McE's Home Services
Maintainance, Repairs, and Updates
Handyman Services
Licensed and Insured

HIC # 164430

508-524-6182
50508-brbrabr

brianmce@charter.net, mceshomeservices.com
© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.
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Brian McElligott
North Street,
Upton,MA
Ma 01568
01568
Brian
McElligott 9216
Plumbley
Road, Upton,
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PEOPLE

Dean’s List

Schechter Will Represent
New England at
All Star Championships
Upton’s Dana Schechter, a sophomore at Nipmuc Regional High School,
was selected to the 2022 New England Region Volleyball Association’s
(NERVA) High Performance Youth Team and will represent New England
at the 2022 USAV All-Star Championships in Tulsa, Oklahoma in July.
Dana plays for Nipmuc HS Varsity and Central Mass Juniors volleyball
teams. She was invited to the High Performance team after tryouts in
Hartford and Boston, where hundreds of volleyball players from the region
were competing for 11 roster spots on 2022 NERVA High Performance
team. Players from Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New Hampshire were
selected to join the team and will practice and play together against other
regional and international teams in Tulsa.
Dana excels in both academics and athletics, she was voted to DVC 2nd
team All-Star team and her invitation to join the NERVA High Performance volleyball team came in the same week Dana was inducted into
National Honor Society.

TOWN MANAGER from Pg. 1
and keep board members updated,” say
Laydon.
Laydon, who lives in Whitinsville, was the
Land Use and Transportation Planner for
the Northwest Regional Planning Commission from 1997-2000.
He holds a Bachelor of Science in Science,
Technology, and Society from Worcester Polytechnic Institute, and a Master of
Professional Studies degree in Regional
Planning from the University of Tennessee
at Knoxville.
Matellian praised the Selection Committee, saying, “I feel that we have followed
the game plan that has been outlined, and I
have respect for the work that was already
done.”
The Board of Selectmen’s offer to Laydon
is contingent upon a background check and
successful contract negotiations.
With the departure of former Town
Manager Derek Brindisi, Upton Director of
Public Works Dennis Westgate will serve as
Interim Town Manager until Laydon officially takes over. Per the Board of Selectmen
meeting on March 31, Westgate is expected
to work 10 hours a week in his capacity as
Interim Town Manager, with a maximum
commitment of 15 hours per week, at an
hourly rate of $62.87.

Friends of
Mendon
Elders, Inc.
Scholarships
Once again the Mendon Senior Center
and the Friends of Mendon Elders is offering two $500 scholarships to any high
school senior in the Blackstone Valley Tech
High School and Nipmuc Regional High
School. Applications can be obtained from
your school office and need to be returned
to our Scholarship Committee Chair Betsy
Edsall or the Mendon Senior Center at 62
Providence Street, Mendon by May 12, to be
eligible. All rules are listed on the applications.

APRIL 15, 2022

The following Mendon and Upton students were named to the Dean’s List at their
respective schools:
Fordham University, Bronx, NY: Paige
Alcott, Class of 2025
Merrimack College, Andover: Haley
Alcott, Class of 2023 (President’s List)
Simmons University Boston: MendonCassidy Candela. Upton--Jillian Napolitano
and Hamnah Shazli.

Nipmuc High School’s Dana Schechter will
play in the All Star Championships in Tulsa.
(Contributed photo)

Dyana Steeves

PROUD OF OUR
LOCAL
STUDENTS!

Frederick “Ted” Steeves

CANDIDATE FOR SELECT BOARD

CANDIDATE FOR TREE WARDEN

• I am a graduate of Framingham State University and the owner of
Integrity Business Services.

EDUCATION

• I have been the Treasurer of Faith in Christ Church on Main St
in Mendon for the past 7 years.

• Graduate of Holy Cross College

• I love the “little town” of Mendon. It is where my husband, Ted

Steeves and I have run our family business, Steeves Tree Service
for the past 40 years; and where we raised our three children.

QUALIFICATIONS
& EXPERIENCE
• 40 year resident of Mendon
• ISA Certified Arborist
• Owner, Operator of STEEVES TREE SERVICES since 1983
• I believe in safety first and then aesthetics. I look forward to serving

• In my capacity as a financial consultant I work with small

businesses every day to maneuver the ever changing economic
climate and make the best financial decisions to help their
businesses grow and thrive. I work closely with financial institutions
and negotiate contracts with insurance companies and vendors
on behalf of my clients. I would like to bring those same skills
to the town of Mendon.

• I am a fiscal conservative who understands that the money the

town runs on doesn’t grow on trees but comes out of the pockets
of hard working tax payers. I recognize that we need a healthy
retail and business community in order for the town to thrive and to
reduce the financial burden on the tax payers of Mendon.
I will be accountable to the tax payers of Mendon.

the community of Mendon with the skills and experience that I have
acquired through my 40 year career in the tree care industry.

I welcome your questions:

Please feel free to reach out to me with questions or concerns:

I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR VOTE ON MAY 18th

I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR VOTE ON MAY 18th

Steeves.tree@verizon.net

Dyana.Steeves4selectboard@gmail.com

PAID FOR BY FREDERICK STEEVES

PAID FOR BY DYANA STEEVES

#1
#1DENTIST
DENTIST

2019 Reader’s
Choice
Multi-Year
Hopkinton
Reader’s
Choice Winner!
Winner!

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Family
& Cosmetic
Dentistry
Relaxed,
Friendly Atmosphere
Relaxed, Friendly Atmosphere

Cleanings & Exams
Cleanings
& Welcome
Exams  Fillings
Children
Children WelcomeInvisalign
• Fillings ®
Invisalign® Care  Bridges
Periodontal
Periodontal
Care• Bridges
Dentures
One-Day Crowns
2013

2014

2016

2017

Dentures • One-Day Crowns
2015

508-435-5455
508-473-6500

JohnC.
C. Park
Park DMD
John
DMD
Accepting new
new Patients
Accepting
Patients

2018

VisitususatatParkPlaceDentalMA.com
hopkintondmd.com
Visit
77 West
Main Street,
Hopkinton
54 Hopedale
St.,Suite
Suite210,
8, Hopedale

Additional
Hopkinton
Dental
Associates
Additionallocation
locationininHopkinton
Hopedale • •Park
Place Dental
Associates
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WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE
INSURANCE NEIGHBOR

CALENDAR

Bloomer Girls Bake Sale & Easter Basket Raffle

UPTON - The Upton Bloomer Girls will be holding a Bake Sale and Easter Basket Raffle at the Men’s
Club Easter Egg Hunt, on April 16 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Nipmuc Regional High School.
Refreshments and snacks will be available for a donation.

Free Unipay Online Payment Webinar

WHITINSVILLE – On Wednesday, May 4, UniBank will be sponsoring a free UniPay Online
Payment Solution Webinar for businesses and non-profit organizations who are interested in offering
online payment as a solution to customers/donors. The Webinar begins at 1 p.m. UniBank will waive
the $250 setup fee for the first 25 people to register and attend the webinar. Register at unibank.com.

Sacred Heart Church Twice Blessed Thrift Shop

HOPEDALE – Thrift store typically open 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. first Saturday each month except when
there is a holiday. Thrift shop is located at 187 Hopedale Street in Hopedale, 508-473-1900

Troop 44 Can/Bottle Recycle Drive

Mendon’s BSA Troop 44 is holding its semi-annual can recycle drive on Saturday, April 30 from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Clough Elementary School, located at 10 North Ave. in Mendon. Drop off your
cans/bottles. Pickup can also be arranged by emailing mendontroop44@gmail.com.

Hopedale Boosters 5k

HOPEDALE - After a two-year hiatus, the Hopedale Boosters Club is sponsoring their 5K run or
walk. The 5k is scheduled for Saturday, May 14 at Hopedale High School, 25 Adin Street. Registration
opens at 8 a.m. The event is held in memory of Hopedale Coach Larry Olsen.

O

ur family-owned and operated independent agency offers
only competitively priced and time-tested insurance products
designed to fit your individual needs. Specializing in home,
auto, business, condo and renters insurance since our establishment
in 1950, our agency is deeply rooted in the communities we serve and
committed to providing the very best of value for your hard-earned
dollars. Whether new to the area or a lifelong resident you will benefit
from the sound advice provided by our professional service advisers.

Contact us today!
(508) 435-6388 • 80 Main Street, Hopkinton
www.PhippsInsurance.com

HOME • CONDO • RENTER • AUTO • BUSINESS

MHS Boosters Annual Golf Tournament

MILFORD - Save the Date. The Milford High School Boosters Annual Golf Tournament will be held
on Thursday, June 23. Sponsors and Players may register at Milford-High-School-Boosters-GolfClassic.PerfectGolfEvent.com/

Red Sox vs. Yankees Ticket Raffle for Renovations to American Legion Post

MENDON – The American Legion Roger L Wood Post 355 Post is sponsoring two raffles to win
two tickets to a Red Sox vs. Yankees game. Money raised will be put towards ongoing renovations
for the Roger L. Wood building itself. Dates for the two games are Friday, July 8 at 7:10 p.m. or
Friday, August 12 at 7:10 p.m. Winners may be able to exchange their tickets for another game if not
interested in the Yankee games. Raffle tickets are $10 for one and three for $20 and are available at the
Mendon Computer Outlet at 14 Hastings St. in Mendon or by calling 508-473-5681. Winners will be
announced after the Memorial Day Parade on May 30.

Living with the Ribbon Foundation Golf Tournament

BLACKSTONE - The Living with the Ribbon Foundation is sponsoring its 3rd golf tournament
on Monday, June 27, at Blackstone National Golf Club, located at 227 Putnam Road in Sutton.
Cost is $150 per player or $600 for a foursome. 12 p.m. registration, 1:30 p.m. shotgun start. Price
includes a standard golf package and dinner. The Foundation is to provide both undergraduate and
graduate scholarships to students pursuing higher education in a field of healthcare. The Foundation
also aims to provide research grants to assist in funding cancer research. For more information,
Living-With-The-Ribbon-Golf-Tournament-2022.PerfectGolfEvent.com/ For questions, email
LivingWithTheRibbon2015@gmail.com.

Lion’s Club Golf Tournament

MILFORD - The Milford Lions Club is hosting its 18th Annual Golf Tournament at the Pleasant
Valley CC in Sutton, on Monday June 13. Registration starts at 7 a.m. & modified shotgun starts at
9 a.m. $185 per person or $740 per foursome includes gifts, lunch at the turn followed by dinner at
the club with prizes and raffles. Team photos will also be taken in the morning between registration
and the start time so please have your teams there early. Participants may register and pay at app.
eventcaddy.com/events/milford-lions-club-18th-annual-golf-tournament or mail the registration
form, along with full payment, to: Milford Lions Club, PO BOX 639 Milford, MA 01757.

Blackstone River Watershed Assoc. Presents Documentary Film

Whether you’re building or
buying a new home, want to make
improvements to your current home
or looking to refinance, we have

Our experts have been serving the financial needs of
the community for over 150 years!

MILFORD - The Milford Area Humanitarian Coalition (MAHC) is hosting an Arts and Sports
Memorabilia Auction on Saturday, April 30 at the Crystal Room, located at 49 Cedar St. in Milford.
The auction runs from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. with doors opening at 6 p.m. to preview items. Proceeds go to
supporting the efforts of MAHC in areas of food security, homelessness, and substance abuse disorder.
HOPEDALE - The Friends of the Hopedale Library are pleased to present NE Nature Talk: Birds in
Your Backyard on Wednesday, April 27 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Join us as Joy Marzolf talks about the wide
variety of birds that visit the Greater Boston area. Learn about how to attract them, what makes a good
backyard habitat, and migration patterns. Come find out about our local birds and occasional visitors.
To register for this free program, stop by the library or call 508-634-2209. All ages are welcome.

Electronics Recycling Day NEW DATE

Karen Beane

VP, Mortgage Consultant
karen.beane@unibank.com
508.769.3816 • NMLS #485228

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270 • www.unibank.com
UniBank NMLS #583135 • Member FDIC/Member DIF
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Art & Sports Memorabilia Auction

Nature Talk on Birds in Your Backyard

the loan you need.

Call or email Karen for
competitive rates for
conventional and jumbo
mortgages today!

GRAFTON – At its annual meeting, the Blackstone River Watershed Association will present the
film documentary Pakachoag: Where the River Bends, on Wednesday, May 18, beginning at 7 p.m.
The film explores the history and identity of Pakachoag, the largest of three Nipmuc Villages that
make up present-day Worcester. The presentation takes place at Grafton Public Library at 35 Grafton
Common. Registration is required at thebrwa.org/annualmeeting2022. Email info@thebrwa.org or
call 508-278-5200 for questions.

MILFORD - The First Congregational Church of Milford is sponsoring an Electronics Recycling
Day on a new date of Saturday, June 11, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. All computer monitors, computers,
parts and accessories, faxes, copiers, printers, scanners and TV’s can be recycled. Fees range from
$5 to $35 per item. Cash only. Cell phones can be recycled at no charge to be donated to charities
that recycle and reuse them. The recycling vendor will erase and shred all hard drives. Drop off in
the church parking lot at 4 Congress St. Please enter lot from Church Street entrance. For more
information, contact Martha at 508-904-4471.

Upton VFW Flea Markets Start May 14

UPTON - The Upton VFW will start its summer series of flea markets on Saturday, May 14 at post
headquarters, 15 Milford Street (Route 140) in Upton. They will continue the second Saturday of each
month through October. Vendors and crafts people are most welcome to set up, display, and sell their
wares on the lawn. Spaces are $10 each or the VFW can provide tables at $15 each. Reservations are not
needed, although Post member David Kennedy can provide more information by calling him at 508529-3314. Donuts and coffee will be available in the morning, then hotdogs and cold drinks for lunch.
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Association Donates Radio Straps to Upton Fire/EMS Department
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
Thanks to the Upton Fire Department
Association’s fundraising efforts, Fire Department and Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) personnel now have quality straps
for their portable radios.
“The town made a large purchase of new
portable radios,” said Upton Fire Chief Mike
Marchand. “These straps protect the radios
to make them last longer for the community.”
The total cost of 30 straps – one for each
radio purchased – was $1,043.25, and radio
holders added an additional $958.50, according to Fire Department Association
Secretary Nicole Wagner.
“Upton Fire Department Association
raises money to support the Fire/EMS
Department with equipment and materials
not provided in the town’s budget, so we do
accept outside donations,” Wagner said.
Other funds come from returns of cans
and bottles from the containers behind the
Fire Department.
“Anyone is welcome to drop off cans or
bottles. When they’re full, someone from
the Association or anyone from town who
wants to help returns them, and that money
gets put back into the Association’s funds,”
Wagner said. “We recently used the money
from those to purchase straps for the radios
acquired under a grant last year. They’re
nice straps that say Upton on them.”
Wagner explained that the straps were

From left, Upton Fire Chief Michael Marchand, Firefighter/Paramedic Tom Norton, holding
one of the new radio straps, and Fire Department Association members Cheryl Henderson,
Heidi Schultz, and Pattie Marchand enjoy fair weather during a can drive to raise funds for
the Association. (Contributed photo)
made by and purchased from local firefighter and Army veteran Mike Farias.
Besides can and bottle returns. the Association sends out a yearly flyer to town
residents for donations and has raised funds
with events such as a Halloween walk,
haunted house, and Pancakes with Santa.
“So many people from town went to
Pancakes with Santa,” Wagner said. “That
was in collaboration with the Upton Men’s

Club, who cooked a big pancake breakfast at
the fire station and had someone dress up as
Santa.”
In the past few years, Wagner said, the
group has purchased jaws of life and ice
rescue suits for the Fire Department.
Monies earned were also used toward purchasing a kit for the fire station for Stop the
Bleed, which Wagner described as “a program that encourages bystanders to become
trained, equipped, and empowered to help
in a bleeding emergency before professional
help arrives.”
“The Association is comprised of both
active and retired members of the Fire and
EMS Department, spouses and peers of
members of the department, and citizens of
the town of Upton who want to give back,”
Wagner said.
Membership in the Association is open
to people aged 18 and older who have been
Upton residents for at least six months. The
group meets on the second Wednesday of
every month at 7 p.m. at the fire station.

Enhance
Your Natural Beauty
Introducing our New Medical Spa.
Offering personal care and complete privacy.

Services Provided

• Botox & Fillers
• Body Sculpting
with Trusculpt
• Laser Skin Treatments
• Hair Restoration
...And More!
Bags and bags full of donated cans and bottles help the Upton Fire Department Association
support the town’s Fire/EMS Department. (Contributed photo)

Suellen Duque MSN, FNP-C

Call to Schedule
FREE CONSULTATION WITH SUELLEN
508.473.2022 ask for Cathy

Robyn
Terrell
RobynNasuti
Nasuti&& &Sean
Sean
Terrell
Robyn
Nasuti
Sean
Terrell
Five Star Homes Team
FiveStar
StarHomes
Homes
Team
Five
Team
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
EQUAL HOUSING
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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Robyn: (774) 573-1336
Robyn:(774)
(774)573-1336
573-1336
Robyn:
Sean: (774) 696-6402
Sean:(774)
(774)696-6402
696-6402
Sean:

FiveStarHomesTeam@Gmail.com
FiveStarHomesTeam@Gmail.com
FiveStarHomesTeam@Gmail.com
www.RobynAndSeanSoldMyHouse.com
www.RobynAndSeanSoldMyHouse.com
www.RobynAndSeanSoldMyHouse.com
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GREATER BOSTON MEDICAL AESTHETICS

Greater Boston Medical Aesthetics
508.473.2022

BODY SCULPTING & SKIN REJUVENATION

54 Hopedale St., Hopedale, MA 01747
greaterbostonmedicalaesthetics.com

GBM A
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Upton Cultural Council
Names Grant Recipients
The Upton Cultural Council (UCC)
recently awarded over $7,600 in grants to
14 applicants for projects and events in the
arts, humanities, and sciences.
This round of grants will help fund
multiple musical performances in a variety
of genres, painting classes, a Multicultural
Festival at BVT, a theatrical performance
depicting Historical Women at Memorial
Elementary, a science presentation at Miscoe Hill Middle School, Fairy Tale Cultural
Book Kits at the Upton Town Library, and
more.
“The Upton Cultural Council is excited
to bring these opportunities to Upton,
and to be able elevate the cultural life and
experience of local residents. By funding
these programs, we are supporting local
artists, schools, and organizations, and also
promoting a sense of community. We think
that no matter what your interests are,
there’s sure to be something for everyone.”
said UCC Co-chair Megan Ronzio.
The UCC is part of a network of 329 Local Cultural Councils serving all 351 cities
and towns in the Commonwealth, under
the umbrella of the Massachusetts Cul-

tural Council (MCC). The state legislature
provides an annual appropriation to the
MCC which then allocates funds to each
community. The LCC Program is the largest
grassroots cultural funding network in the
nation, supporting thousands of community-based projects in the arts, sciences, and
humanities every year.
A complete list of the recently awarded
grants is available on the Upton Cultural
Council page on the Town of Upton website
at UptonMa.Gov/Cultural-Council, then
click “Grant Recipients” in the left sidebar
menu. Information on applying for grants
here, or at MassCulturalCouncil.org is
located there as well. The grant cycle opens
again in early September.
Anyone interested in joining the UCC,
attending a council meeting, getting more
information, or asking a questions around
submitting a grant proposal, please email
culturalcouncil@upton.gov. You can also
find us (and information about upcoming
events) at Facebook.com/uptonculturalcouncil, @UptonCultural (Twitter), or
UptonCulturalCouncil on Instagram.

Details on Candidates Night Coming Soon
The Upton Bloomer Girls will be sponsoring a Candidates Night to provide town
election candidates the opportunity to
present their ideas and thoughts on various

issues to the voters. Details, including the
date, time and location of the Candidates
Night will be posted on the town’s website
at UptonMA.Gov. soon.

Ambulance, COA Minibus, and
Bridge Designs on Upton’s Warrant
By Michelle Sanford, Editor
A draft warrant shows a total of 27
articles to be voted on during Upton’s
Annual Town Meeting, scheduled for
Thursday, May 5. The meeting will take
place at Nipmuc Regional High School
and begin at 7 p.m.
A number of articles on the draft document are requesting funding to purchase
various vehicles for the town, designs for
the Grove Street Bridge, and to replace the
Town Hall server, among others.
According to the draft warrant, Article
15 is seeking $350,000 to replace the
town’s 2006 ambulance for one which has
the necessary equipment and provisions
to reduce the spread of infectious diseases, including Covid-19.
If voters support the article, the new
ambulance would come with an ultraviolet filtration system, a sealed rear cab with
driver communications, a self-loading
power stretcher, and antimicrobial grab
bars and anti-viral coatings on the interior to resist bacterial growth.
The following article, Article 16, is seeking funds totaling $231,000 to purchase a
front-end loader for the DPW. The town’s
current loader is more than 22 years old
and is well past the manufacturer’s recommended useful life.
Regarding, Article 22, the Council on
Aging is requesting $45,000 to purchase
a 14 passenger minibus. The total for the
vehilce is approximately $80,000. However, the Rockwood Meadows Van donation
fund currently holds $42,400 and will be
used toward the purchase of the minibus.
The Grove Street Bridge has what the
Massachusetts Department of Transportation Bridge Inspection Team considers
“serious deficiencies” within in the bridge
structure and rails. As a result, Article

`17 is seeking $400,000 for a full design,
permitting, and bid documentation for a
replacement bridge.
Regarding Article 18, the DPW is
requesting $550,000 from the Water Division’s Retained Earnings for equipment,
materials, permitting, engineering and
construction labor needed to keep the
town’s two water storage tanks filled to capacity while maintaining water pressure.
This is meant to keep up with the town’s
increased water supply demand.
Article 19 is seeking $310,000 to replace
the backup generator at the Wastewater
Treatment Facility and to continue with
the town’s infiltration and inflow program.
Article 14 is seeking $60,000 for an
upgrade/replacement of the Town Hall
server, which is more than eight years old.
Other funding articles include Article 3
to appropriate $982,830 to the Water Enterprise Fund and Article 4 is to appropriate $715,318 to the Wastewater Enterprise
Fund.
Article 5 is to set the limits for the
town’s revolving funds, and Article 6 is to
appropriate $77,200 to the Peg Access and
Cable fund.
The draft warrant states that Article
7 will place approximately $66,000 into
stabilization.
Article 8 is to authorize the town to
spend Chapter 90 funding, Article 9 is to
add supplemental funding of $200,000
for road repairs, Article 10 is to fund the
snow and ice deficit totaling $100,000;
however, that amount may change, and
Article 13 is seeking $10,000 for the
Board of Assessors re-evaluation of town
properties.
The finalized warrant should be posted
on the town’s website at UptonMA.Gov
shortly.

Upton Bloomer Girl’s
Scholarship Applications
This year the Upton Bloomer Girls are
proud to be able to offer one (1) $750
scholarship to a graduating senior who is
continuing their education; and one (1)
$750 scholarship to a graduating senior
who is continuing in their trade.
In order to apply, the applicant must
be either a graduating Upton resident or
a child or grandchild of a current Upton
Bloomer Girl member.
Applications are available through the
Guidance Departments at Nipmuc High
School and BVT High School, and at the

Upton library.
Scholarship applications can be submitted by mail to: Upton Bloomer Girls,
Scholarship Committee, PO Box 121,
Upton, MA 01568
Or through email to: sherry.boudrot@
gmail.com with “Bloomer Girl Scholarship Application” or “Bloomer Girl Trade
Scholarship Application” in the subject line.
Applications must be received by the
deadline and include all required attachments. The submission deadline is Friday,
April 22.

Upton Friends of Library
Book and Bake Sale, May 14
Friends of the Upton Town Library
are excited to announce the Spring Book
Sale on Saturday, May 14. This is a great
chance to peruse the wonderful selection
of gently used books including nonfiction,
fiction, and many children’s books. The
sale will be held outside the library (inside
if the weather is wet) from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Make sure to come early for the best
selection. Your purchase of these books
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helps to fund many programs, including our library passes and special events.
These books make great gifts and are
priced accordingly: hardcovers, audiobooks and DVDs for $2; paperbacks for
$1; and children’s books for $.50
Gently used books will be accepted for
donations at the library starting on May
1. The Friends of the Upton Library thank
everyone for their support.
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94 Acre Land Purchase on Upton Warrant

Submitted by Bill McCormick
Spring is here, Kiwanis Beach park is open
- ready to play pickleball? You can sign up to
play now on the Upton Recreation website for $25 for the season. All you need is
somewhat smooth, bottom court shoes - not
knobby hiking or running shoes as they can
trip you up on the court. There are loaner
paddles to get you started, five portable nets,
and some balls available to members.
If you have not played and but want to
begin to learn, please view Pickleballchannel.
com to read and watch matches played, see
rules, scoring, ratings, etc. Also, YouTube.
com or USAPA.org to view games and lessons. If you have interest, please sign up and
off we go.
Courts at Kiwanis Beach are set up on
tennis courts and basketball courts that have
marking over the original purpose court
striping. You will find open play times posted
on the Recreation webpage. In addition,
we use PlayerLineUp.com – just search for
Upton and you will be able to sign up there.
This site is used for players to communicate
with each other and sign up for specific
sessions and see who is playing. Morning,
evening and weekend time slots are available to cater to all schedules. If you want to
play, show up at one of those times but better
if you indicate you are coming on PlayerLineUp.com.
Many describe the game as a combination
of tennis, ping pong and badminton. If you
need pointers to begin, players are welcoming and will help. Over time, people find
those of similar skill level and play together.
As you may have read, it is America’s fastest
growing sport with over five million playing.
Traveling? It’s pretty easy to pack your
paddle and find courts. Download the free
app Places2Play or go to Places2Play.org
and you will be amazed how many places
welcome you to drop in! Many think this is
just for seniors but recent data indicates 30
percent of players are under 30.
We hope to bring in accredited instructors
for fee based lessons but nothing confirmed
yet. The only way to get to all that is to
develop a list of interested people, set hours
and let the games begin. In the meantime, if
you are interested, please sign up. Questions?
You can send email to BillMcProperty@
gmail.com or call 508-320-3500. See you on
the courts!
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Join us to celebrate Earth Day in Upton.
The Upton Land Stewardship Committee is
joining the town-wide clean-up effort and
looking for volunteers to help. Come help
with special projects on our town lands on
Saturday, April 23 from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
There are outdoor jobs for all ages that are
fun and rewarding for individuals, families
and friend groups. This is a great community opportunity to preserve the natural
beauty of our town. Contact us at Uptonland@UptonMa.Gov. We’ll add you to our
list and provide further information on the
day’s activities. We hope you can join us.
To learn more about the week-long Mendon/Upton Earth Day Community Cleanup, check MendonMa.Gov/Land-Use-Committee/Pages/Annual-Town-Clean-up-2022.
For specific Upton information, check here:
Upton Town Clean Up info.

TAKE LIFE OUTDOORS

POWERED BY PROPANE
Fireplaces & Fire Pits • Grilling • Generators
Pool & Spa Heating • Outdoor Kitchens
Patio Heating & Lighting

Call today to make your life better with propane!

508.533.6561

medwayoilpropane.com

Objectives:

About Me:

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT LAURA HEBB

Sign Up for
Upton Pickleball

country road. Putting large-scale apartment complexes in these types of areas
doesn’t make sense.”
Selectmen Stephen Mattelian and Maureen Dwinnell agreed with Simas. However,
Matellian also noted his hesitancy of setting
a precedent of the town buying land to
block development.
Another article on the warrant, Article
21, is seeking voters support to allow the
Board of Selectmen to sell the property located at 0 Milford St. The purpose of which
is to continue moving forward with the
revitalization project for the center of town.
Also, regarding properties in town, Article 25 is seeking voters support to accept
Summers Circle as a public way.
The May 5 Annual Town Meeting
is scheduled to take place at Nipmuc
Regional High School. The meeting will
begin at 7 p.m.

ees of the Mechanic Street Realty Trust.
The 94 acres is adjacent to Stefan’s
Farm. Currently, a developer has plans to
purchase the land from the owners and
construct an apartment complex with more
than 200 units consisting of 1,2, and 3 bedrooms. However, the town has first right of
refusal regarding the purchase.
During a March 15 Board of Selectmen’s
meeting, approximately 140 residents
logged in remotely for information on the
project and to hear if the Selectmen were
planning to add an article on the warrant to
purchase the property.
“I fully support putting this article on the
Town Meeting warrant,” said Selectman
Brett Simas,” during the March meeting.
“I don’t and haven’t and won’t support
a development like this in that location,
or frankly in any location that resembles
Fowler Street and Mechanic Street. It’s a

LAURA HEBB FOR SELECTMAN

By Michelle Sanford, Editor
Voters at Upton’s May 5 Annual Town
Meeting will determine whether or not
to purchase 94 acres of land located off
of Fowler and Mechanic streets, which,
if passed, would ultimately stop a large,
multi-family apartment complex from being built.
Article 23 on the Upton’s Town Meeting
warrant (draft) is asking voters whether
they want to support the land acquisition
for approximately $965,000. Town officials
are determining the sources of funding that
could be used toward the purchase, however, Community Preservation Act funding
is a possibility.
The property consists of two parcels,
totaling approximately 94.22 acres, at 0
Mechanic Street and 0 Fowler Street. It is
currently owned by Richard J. Henderson
Sr. and Edward L. Gorman, who are Trust-

Earth Day Clean Up
in Upton on April 23

Lifetime Upton Resident ~ 5th generation,
Nipmuc Graduate
Associate in Science Degree in Court
Reporting Mass Bay CC
Mother to Logan & Austin Quinn
Room mom, chaperone & classroom volunteer
at Memorial Elementary
Upton Bloomer Girl
Chair of ERA Key Charitable Trust

Impartial and Respectful approach to
issues
Proactive vs. Reactive Planning for
Upton's future balance
Investigate Solutions to senior/affordable
housing
Develop Clear & Concise Information
Access

Experience:
30 Years extensive experience with state & local court reporting associations
President of MA Association ~ Drafted, Lobbied & Passed MGL Ch 221, Section
91D
National Association: Multiple positions of leadership, committees, training,
education, and planning at Washington DC headquarters.
Board of Director positions for affiliated National Association
Provided CART services for Deaf and HOH Community at multiple Boston
Universities
Realtor for ERA Key Realty Services for 3+ years ~ Top Producer Award

Vote Laura Hebb for Selectman!

I appreciate your vote Tuesday May 10, 2022
ljhebb@gmail.com ~ Approachable & Accessible
Reach out if you’d like a yard sign!
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The Upton Center
The Upton Center, located at 2 Farm St.,
has reopened its doors. For questions
about programs or activities, call the
Center at 508-529-4558.
Monday, April 18
Patriots Day, Center is Closed,
no meals served.
Tuesday, April 19
Mindfulness with Robin, 11 a.m.
Shopping Trip to Hannaford’s, Uxbridge,
1 p.m.
Wednesday, April 20
Senator Moore’s Office Hours, 9:30 a.m.
Morning Walk, 10 a.m.
Trivia Time, 12:15 a.m.
Thursday, April 21
Shopping Trip to Market Basket, Oxford,
9:15 a.m.
Friday, April 22
Nutrition Talk with Wendy, 11:30 a.m.
Senior Prom with Men’s Club Dinner, DJ,
Dancing, & Raffles (free!), 5 to 8 p.m.
Monday, April 25
Lunch Trip to TJ’s in Ashland, 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, April 26
Upton Author Visit, 10 a.m.
Wednesday, April 27
BVT Salon Visit, Van departs at 8:45 a.m.
for 9 a.m. Appts.
Craft Time with Betty, 9:30 a.m.
Morning Walk, 10 a.m.
Blood Pressure Checks with Town Nurse,
12:30 p.m.
Volunteer Appreciation Celebration with
light refreshments, 1 p.m.
Thursday, April 28
Shopping Trip to Shaw’s, Job Lots,
Walmart Loop, Northbridge, 9:15 a.m.
Bake Sale & Raffle, 11 a.m.
Friday, April 29
Friday, Birthday Bash, 12:45 p.m.

Weekly Activities:
Monday
Strength & Stretch, 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday
Hand & Foot Card Players Group,
12:30 p.m.
Wednesday
Strength & Stretch, 10:30 a.m.
Library Table, 11 a.m.
Thursday
Knit/Crochet Group, 10 a.m.
Country Line Dancing, 10:30 a.m.
BINGO, 1 p.m.
Friday
Facebook Friday, 10 a.m.
Strength & Stretch, 10:30 a.m.

BETTER MILK
Enjoy

Products

Door To Door Home Delivery
With the Highest Quality Products
Glass bottled milk from Hatchland Dairy,
N. Haverhill, NH. Their milk goes directly from
cow to bottling plant to you.
Also offering full line of Oakhurst Dairy Proudcts
and many other local premium products

If This Service Is of Interest To You
TRY IT FREE !!
We will be glad to drop off
a bottle or two for you to try!

508-478-MILK(6455)
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Upton Finance Committee to
Recommend $27 Million Budget to Voters
By Michelle Sanford, Editor
In approximately three weeks, Upton voters will be determining the outcome of 27
articles on the Annual Town Meeting Warrant. The meeting is scheduled to take place
on Thursday, May 5 at Nipmuc Regional
High School and will be begin at 7 p.m.
When it came to discussing how the
budget process fared this year, Finance
Committee Co-Chair Paul Flaherty noted,
“Everyone put their two cents into it,” he
said of the Committee members. Furthermore, Flaherty recognized former Town
Manager Derek Brindisi, who recently left
to take a position in Plymouth. “When
Derek came to Upton, the budget process
became much easier than it had been.”
Article 2 on the warrant is the new fiscal
year budget. The Finance Committee is
recommending a new operating budget
totaling $27,029,028, which represents
an overall increase of $1,360,217 or 5.3
percent.
According to the Finance Committee’s
FY 2023 Budget Report, some of the factors contributing to the increase involve
salaries including an 11 percent increase,
or $85,000, to the Worcester Retirement
Fund; a 1.5 percent increase, or $43,000,

for nonunion cost of living increases; a
3.8 percent increase, or $63,000, for the
Police Department that includes contractual obligations and structure changes; a
1.3 percent increase, or $9,000, for Fire/
EMS Department that includes structural
changes, and an 8.8 percent increase, or
$107,000, for the DPW includes contractual obligations and an added resource.
There is also an estimated step increase
of $40,000 for nonunion employees, however, those increases first require performance appraisals.
Furthermore, both the Mendon Upton
Regional School District and Blackstone
Valley Tech’s budgets are requesting
increases. The MURSD has requested an
increase of $520,704, or 3.9 percent, while
Blackstone Valley Tech (BVT) has requested an increase of $8,764 or 0.7 percent.
Part of the reason for BVT’s small increase
request is because there are fewer Upton
students attending the school than the year
prior.
Regarding the May 5 Annual Town
Meeting warrant articles, the Finance
Committee is recommending that free
cash be utilized to purchase a number of
items including a new town hall server

for $60,000, a front-end loader for the
DPW totaling approximately $230,000, a
new minibus for the Council on Aging for
$45,000, and engineering services for the
Grove Street Bridge for $400,000.
Article 23 on the warrant is to purchase
land on Fowler and Mechanic streets for
$965,000. Purchasing the land would
stop a multi-apartment complex in the
neighborhood. At press time, the Finance
Committee had not decided whether or
not they would support the article.
The Finance Committee report also
mentions the American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA). Upton received approximately
$2.3 million in ARPA funds. Town officials
continue to follow the guidelines related to
allowable uses for the one-time funding.
Upton officials plan to continue following the town’s financial plan that includes
the goal to have 10 percent of the operating budget in stabilization, continuing
to work on road improvements, funding
Upton’s pension and OPEB obligations,
and address some of the capital needs of
the town.
To view the Finance Committee’s full
report regarding Fiscal Year 2023 and the
finalized warrant, view UptonMA.Gov.

CPA Articles and Citizen’s Petitions Up for Vote
By Michelle Sanford, Editor
Among the 27 Articles on Upton ‘s Annual Town meeting are several involving
Community Preservation Act Funding as
well as two citizen’s petitions.
Articles 12 A, 12B, and 12C involve CPA
funding. First, Article 12A is asking voters to place the annual 10 percent of local
and CPA trust fund revenues into each of
the CPA accounts. If passed, $90,856 will
be placed into Historic, Open Space, and
Community Housing Accounts.
Article 12B is requesting to place $15,000
into the CPA’s administrative expense ac-

count.
And finally, Article 12C is to make the
tenth year principal and interest payment
of $269,131 for the Town Hall renovation
project.
The last two articles, Articles 26 and 27
on the draft warrant, are citizens petitions
sponsored by resident Michelle Antinarelli.
Article 26 is proposing to allow elected
boards, other than just the Board of Selectmen, to place articles approved by majority
vote by those boards, on the warrant. The
current practice is for the Board of Selectmen only to determine which articles are

placed on the warrant and then voted on by
residents.
Article 27 is asking voters to buy down
the tax rate by $500,000 or any other
amount from free cash. According to the
justification, “under current practices, the
tax rate of any given year is set in advance
of the Annual Town Meeting when monies
are requested for specific articles outside
recurrent budgetary expenses. This requires
the town to “tax in advance” of identified
requests to provide a reservoir of monies
without giving residents an opportunity to
oppose or decline these expenses.”

Upton Town Election Weeks Away
Michelle Sanford, Editor
Upton voters are reminded to put Tuesday, May 10 on the calendar as a reminder
to vote in the Annual Town Election.
Upton’s Town Election ballot has been
finalized and those heading to the polls to
vote will determine the outcome of four
races: Board of Selectman, Board of Health,
Mendon Upton Regional School Committee, and the Board of Commissioners of
Trust Funds.
A race for the three year Board of Select-

HOMEMAKERS/
PC AIDES WANTED
Part Time Jobs
Flexible Hours

Must have car
Work in Milford, Ma area
Call PRIMARY HOME CARE
at

(508) 478-3500

for more information

men’s seat is between incumbent Maureen
Dwinnell who is being challenged by Laura
Hebb.
Another race is for the Mendon Upton
Regional School Committee’s three-year
seat. James Forkey and Matthew Hagen
are running against each other. Incumbent
Dorothy Scally opted not to run again.
Also running in a contested race is
incumbent Steadman Briggs who is being
challenged by Farrell Jolly for the Board of
Health’s three-year seat.
And incumbent Kenneth Glowacki is being challenged by Gary Daughtery for the
two-year seat for Board of Commissioners
of Trust Funds.
A remaining candidates are uncontested and include David Loeper for Town
Moderator for one year, William Taylor for
Assessor of Taxes for three years, Glenn
Fowler for Cemetery Commission for three
years, Judith Katz Goodman, Dominique
Ross, and Tamosin Johnson Hellegers for
three Library Trustees seats for three years,
Sadie Van Buren for Library Trustee for
one year, Margaret Carroll for Planning
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Board for five years, and Robert Fleming
for Board of Commissioners of Trust Funds
for three years.
Also Steven Driver, Michael Moran,
Thomas Birdsey, and Matthew Gordan are
seeking the Constable seats for three years.
The is no one running for the Recreation
Commission for three years and a Constable’s seat remains vacant.
The Town Election will take place at
Nipmuc Regional High School. Polls will
be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. For more information on the election, view UptonMA.
gov. For information on voter status or
registration, contact the Town Clerk’s office
at 508-529-3656. Regular office hours are
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. and Friday from 8 a.m. to noon.
Residents are also reminder to place
Thursday, May 5 on the calendar as well;
the date of the Annual Town Meeting. Currently there are 27 articles on the draft warrant, including the new fiscal year budget,
purchasing approximately 94 acres of land,
as well as two citizen’s petitions.
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BVT’s Ireland-Themed Fundraising Dinner a Great Success
Irish eyes were smiling at Blackstone
Valley Regional Vocational Technical High
School’s 28th Annual Superintendent’s
Gourmet Dinner held at the school on St.
Patrick’s Day. There were many smiles and
a lot to celebrate.
Each year, students in the Culinary Arts
program look forward to the Superintendent’s Gourmet Dinner, a culmination of
months of preparation. The planning and
production of the gourmet dinner give students a taste of what skills are necessary for
success in the food, beverage, and hospitality industry. As well as celebrates the quality of career and technical education with a
lavish reception and an elaborate gourmet
dinner. This fine-dining experience is the
school’s largest fundraiser.
This year, the first course of the evening
was a delicate and creamy potato and leek
soup made with house-made chicken
stock, topped with crispy fried shallots,
snipped chives, and a drizzle of herb oil.
An Irish salad was served, influenced by
seasonally available ingredients, a blend of
arugula and baby spinach tossed with Gala
apples, pickled red onion, goat cheese, and
tarragon vinaigrette topped with beautiful
slices of vibrant red and golden beet for
a splash of color. After the deconstructed
Irish stew, the final course was an apple
cake. The tender and flavorful cake complimented by a Baileys burnt caramel sauce,
apple chutney, and house-made vanilla
custard ice cream was a sweet ending to a
perfect meal.
The gourmet dinner was established to
support technology advancement at the
school and, through the years, many initiatives benefiting student learning. Since
1995, the annual dinner has raised awareness of vocational-technical education by
showcasing the skills of the shops involved.
Each year, during the first few weeks of
the school year, Culinary Arts seniors
complete a rigorous selection process that
consists in nominating and voting on a
theme for the dinner. Subsequently, the

Superintendent Dr. Fitzpatrick (far left) stands with the BVT culinary students who made the Annual Superintendent’s
Gourmet Dinner a smashing success. (Contributed photo)
menu and decorations are all based on the
selected theme.
The Culinary Arts program has produced dinners with a wide variety of
themes, from “The New Millennium” in
2000 to “A White House State Dinner” in
2009, and across the United States from
Las Vegas to Hollywood and New England
to Hawaii. Around the globe, they’ve gone
from China to the Roman Empire, and

France, Italy, Spain, Greece, Moscow, and
this year they enjoyed Ireland.
Over the years, the themed dinners
have included events such as a “KentuckyDerby” meal in 2017, which brought the
“greatest two minutes in sports” to life by
celebrating the food and culture surrounding the nation’s longest continuously held
sporting event with a menu of authentic southern fare. In 2015, the food and

culture of the 1920s was celebrated with a
dazzling Gatsby-themed dinner, worthy of
approval from the Great Gatsby himself.
“The gourmet dinners that our Culinary
Arts program has expertly prepared, plated, and served against magnificent backdrops through collaboration with other
departments and shops over the years have
been remarkable,” said SuperintendentDirector Dr. Michael Fitzpatrick.

Ferrucci Farm
OFFERS

Moldboarding • Harrowing • Rototilling
Annual Meadow/Field Mowing
Light Bucket Tractor Work

AND MAYBE...

HAYING! Round or square bales (local only)
MIKE FERRUCCI
508-473-7015

508-473-7015
COME JOIN

The Upton
Women’s
Softball League!
Games will be played on
Monday nights starting

June 6 through August 29
You must be 25 years
or older to play.
This is a recreational league and

Registration Fee is
$50 non-refundable.
If you are interested in
playing, please email

marycortese1@gmail.com
APRIL 15, 2022
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Students Have Their Work Down to a Fine Art

During the month of March, art teachers and their students throughout the country participated in Youth Art Month; a celebration of the visual arts.
This year, 22 students from grades K-8 in the Mendon Upton Regional School District had their artwork on display.

The artwork from Miscoe Hill 5th and 6th graders shown from the top, L to R was
created by Maria DeLima, Cameron Doucette, Benjamin Moran, Ryan McShane,
Trevon Garland, and Madalin Barroso. Their art teacher is Justin Williams.
(Contributed photo)

The artwork from Miscoe Hill 7th and 8th graders shown from the top,
L to R was created by Charlie Sullivan, Ethan Berger, Ori Murphy, Owen Kerr,
Alyssa Burdzel, and Nora Bangma. Their art teacher is Jon Hansen.
(Contributed photo)
Students from
Memorial Elementary
School who
took part in
Youth Art Month
include L to R:
Paige Lachapelle,
McKayla Winn,
Katherine Malyarchuk,
Isabel Ferreyra, and
Lily Hamed.
Their art teacher is
Jessica Fowler.
(Contributed photo)

David A. Pickering • Andrew D. Pickering
Funeral Directors

Offering dignified service
to those of all faiths in Upton and the
surrounding communities since 1902
�

The Clough Elementary
School students who
participated in Youth Art
Month include:
Front row, L to R:
Olivia Bournazian and
Orion Remmes.
Back row, L to R:
Syndee Medeiros,
Serafina Marques, and
George Maloney.
Their art teacher is
Chelsea Stone.
(Contributed photo)

45 MAIN STREET
UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01568

508-529-6992
www.uptonfunerals.com

PROUD OF OUR
LOCAL STUDENTS!
local expertise you can trust

New England Steak
& Seafood Restaurant

Benjamin Insurance Agency

Make Your Easter Reservations NOW!

cbenjamin@allstate.com

401-767-2061

72 South Main St.
Bellingham, MA

401-765-5000

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE:

125 Eddie Dowling Hwy.
North Smithfield, RI

12:00 noon 2:30 pm
12:30 pm 3:00 pm
1:00 pm
3:30pm

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Ins. Co &
affiliates: 2775 Sanders Rd Northbrook IL 60062. © 2021 Allstate Insurance Co.

20

15646218

Now Hiring/Willing to Train.

5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm

TAKE THE
BACKYARD PLUNGE!

Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
www.nesteakandseafood.com
Upton/Mendon Town Crier

APRIL 15, 2022

SCHOOL NEWS
School Highlights lifetime.”
Mendon-Upton Regional
Compiled by Scott Calzolaio
Staff Reporter

Nipmuc Regional High School, Upton
Congratulations to the Nipmuc Jazz
Band – Late last month, the Nipmuc Jazz
Ensemble, directed by Mr. Simon Harding,
participated in the Massachusetts Association of Jazz Educators state competition.
The ensemble was one of ten schools across
our region to qualify for the competition.
The group played a phenomenal threesong set and earned a silver medal.
Congrats to RJ Langdon and Ethan
LaRue for earning outstanding musician
awards.
Term 4 tardy policy During Term , the high school will return
to typical guidelines for arrival at school.
Administrators have not enforced the
guidelines for arrival at school since March
2020 and recognize that this will be a
change for students and families.
Included below is a summary of key
points about the attendance policy:
Students need to be in their first block
class (not simply in the building) prior to
7:30 a.m.
Students are given 3 tardies per term
without consequences.
Tardies 4 - 6 will result in after school detentions, loss of parking for the remainder
of the term (if applicable), and ineligibility
for after school activities on that day.
Tardies 7+ result in a Saturday detention
per tardy and ineligibility for that day’s after
school activities.
Term 4 runs through the end of the
school year.
Although administration has not issued
consequences for the late arrival to school,
they have continued to track all students’
attendance. This information is accessible
for parents in PowerSchool.
Miscoe Hill Middle School, Mendon
World Language teacher at Nipmuc
Kathryn Reardon is offering a trip to Peru
during April vacation 2023, and extending
the invitation to current 8th grade students,
as they will be freshmen next year.
Reardon has run many excursions over
the last 14 years including trips to Italy,
Spain, Paris, and the Galapagos Islands.
The Peru trip will explore the capital city
of Lima, Cuzco and the ancient Incan city
of Machu Picchu. A detailed itinerary can
be found on the Miscoe Smore blog. Prices
and accommodation details can be found
there as well.
There is a $100 discount available for
students who enroll before Friday, April 29,
2022.
Remember to enter the code “Travel4I”
to get that discount.
If you have any questions about the trip
or signing up, please email @kreardon@
mursd.org.
Amazon Trip 2023
Enrollment for the Amazon Trip in 2023
is currently open for enrollment to current
6th and 7th graders.
Now, with permission from Miss Holloway, current 8th graders may also register
for this trip.
Holloway recognizes that many families
have been nervous about traveling due to
covid which is why they are extending this
rare opportunity.
“I believe we are already in a much better
place health and safety wise and I expect
things should be even better, if not normal,
by next year,” she wrote in a newsletter.
If you missed out on this year’s trip due
to Covid, “you have one last chance to
sign up and experience the adventure of a
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Email lholloway@mursd.org with any
questions.
Save the date Monday, April 18- Friday, April 22- April
Vacation, No School
Tuesday, April 26 & Wednesday April 27Math MCAS
Monday, May 2- PTO Meeting
Friday, May 6- PD Day, Early Release
Monday, May 9 & Tuesday, May 10- Science and Technology MCAS (Grades 5 and
8 only)
Memorial Elementary, Upton
On Friday April 1, Memorial Principal,
Wendy Bell, hosted her first in person all
school meeting.
Administration thanks two Student Advisory Group members, Mikayla Caliri and
Makayla Pilotte who led the meeting.
Friday April 8, was Memorial Night at
the Worcester Railers. The 4th grade chorus
sang on the ice and Ms. Bell rode a zamboni.
There are two winners of the ST March
Mathness competition at Memorial. Mrs.
Smith’s first graders have won the grades
K-1 bracket and Mrs. Brigham’s class has
won the Grades 2-3 bracket.
The competition has propelled Memorial’s completion and we have now met our
school goal of having each grade level average 70 percent completion by the end of the
school year.
The final amount of money raised for the
Kids Heart Challenge was $31,709.93.
The top fundraisers were Leo Mastroianni in Mrs. Ebay’s class who raised $2,000,
Jaxen Rogerson in Mrs. Evan’s class who
raised $1,303.52, Cooper Kane in Mrs.
Maglione’s class who raised $1,254.64 and
Alianna Azar in Mrs. Couture’s class who
raised $1,121.03.
Henry P. Clough Elementary, Mendon
To kick off National Autism Awareness
Month, Clough’s staff wore their Autism
Awareness T-shirts, while the students wore
blue on April 1 and will continue to wear
them every Thursday through the month of
April.
This month provides us with the opportunity to educate people about autism
and the growing need for awareness about
autism.
Principal Gallagher and Librarian Mrs.
Trimble would like to extend their sincere
gratitude for the following Mendon Community Members: Chief Kurczy and Officer
Sinko from the Mendon Police Department, Firefighters Chris Nudd, Darren
Simpson, Leonard Morgante, Selectmen
Michael Morelli and Lawney Tinio, School
Committee Member Sean Nicholson,
Superintendent of the Mendon-Upton
Regional School District Dr. Cohen, Assistant Superintendent Dr. Kirkpatrick, Tara
Windsor and Andrew Jenrich from the Taft
Public Library, Judith Leonelli from Millennium Realty, Emily Niss from Charles
River Bank, Jean Brewer from Southwick’s
Zoo, Town Clerk Ellen Agro, Miscoe Hill
Middle School Principal Jennifer Mannion,
and Judge Erskine who participated in the
Clough Community Reading Day which
was held on April 4.
Thanks to each of them it was a huge success, it says in a statement.
“The fourth grade ushers did a great job
greeting, and mingling with the Community Readers, before the Community Readers
went into the classrooms to read,” it said.
Clough 3rd and 4th Grade students took
their ELA MCAS last week.
Clough’s Reading Specialist, Mrs.
Zalusky, has created a Clough Literacy
Facebook page, to follow her on Facebook,
search “Clough Literacy with Mrs. Zalusky.”

Correction:
In the March 18 edition of the Upton/Mendon Town Crier, in a story titled
“School Committee Certifies Nearly $40 Million Budget,” it was inadvertently reported the MURSD was appropriating $700,000 to equality and diversity spending.
The article should have stated $700,000 was being appropriated from the MURSD’s
Excess and Deficiency (E&D) account toward the operational budget.
E&D, also known as a “surplus revenue” account, is the amount by which cash,
accounts receivable, and other assets exceed a regional school district’s liabilities
and reserves as certified by the Director of Accounts.
The Town Crier apologizes for this error.

Project-Based Learning Teaches
Finance in Middle School
By Scott Calzolaio
Staff Reporter
As teaching styles change and the pace
of the world speeds up, students at Miscoe
Hill Middle School are trying to gain a
hold on finances early in life through
project-based learning.
Seventh grade students from Miscoe
Hill Middle School presented proof that
money management skills can, and should
be taught in schools.
The goal is to make sure these students
never have to ask the question, “Why
didn’t we learn about personal finance in
school?”
Dubbing math lessons midweek FutureSmart Wednesdays, seventh grade
students at Miscoe have been working
through tough questions like “what is a
budget?” and “what is interest?”
During the School Committee meeting on Monday, April 11, about a dozen
students came in to discuss what they’ve
learned, and how they plan to change a
few habits now to benefit them later.
The students have been working with
services online like Everfi, a digital interactive module focused on real world and
work-place learning, and Nepris, another

digital resource that matches students with
industry experts across the globe.
Students worked these issues out in the
Inspired Innovation Center at Miscoe.
There, students are provided with resources to support creative and career oriented
learning.
During the duration of the program,
students engaged with experts from as
far as Ghana and Califiornia, as well as
locals. Along the way, they learned how
to save money, reallocate, make sacrifices,
and apply for funding. They also gathered
information on interest rates, loans, and
how it all works.
The plan is to have 50 percent of the
teachers at Miscoe staff trained in “Project-based learning instruction.”
Principal Jen Mannion and a few colleagues trained at Holy Cross for to be
qualified to teach these courses. Over the
next two years, Mannion said she hopes to
have every staff member trained. She said
the goal is to have each student engage in
two units of this project-based instruction.
“We really think this promotes equity,
inclusion, real-world learning,” Mannion
said. “We really feel like this is the way
to go.”

SPORTS

BVT Boys Track Fields Huge
Roster for Spring Season
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Blackstone Valley Tech boys’ track
and field team comes into the spring
season with a roster of 91 athletes, and the
combination of top-tier talent and depth
has head coach Caitlin Forgit believing
that her team could contend for a Colonial
Athletic League title.
“I think we can be one of the top teams
in the league,” Forgit said. “We have
the numbers, we just have to work on
organizing and figuring out who’s best in
which event and how to put our lineup
together.”
BVT had 120 athletes in the program
last year for boys and girls track combined.
This year, that number is up over 140 and
the roster is so large the program had to
change course and appoint a second head
coach to join Forgit.
“It’s definitely more than usual,” Forgit
said, adding that the coaches briefly
considered having to make cuts, which is
almost unheard of in track and field.
“We can only take two buses to away
meets, so we can only take 90 kids, that
means there are about 55 left behind,”
she said. “We decided we didn’t want to
cut kids. We want everyone to participate, even if they can only participate

Upton/Mendon Town Crier

in home meets.”
Valley Tech won its first dual meet of the
season, besting Keefe Tech by a lopsided
margin with several standout performances throughout the lineup.
Junior captain Cooper O’Neil set a personal best in the two-mile, running sub-11
minutes. Sam Bazydlo won the shot put
and Jackson LaPointe, another junior,
delivered a win in the javelin.
Senior Joshua Reis-Soares won the
discus. The Beavers were also buoyed by
strong performances by Jonah Rosenkrantz in the 400 hurdles, co-captain
Kaden Vincelette in the 800 and co-captain Matt Mooney, who won both the 100
meter dash and the high jump.
Co-captain Dan Paine is someone Forgit
said the Beavers will be counting on this
spring, along with Josh Mateo, who missed
the first meet with an illness but qualified
for all-states last year in the 110 hurdles.
“He should be one to look out for,”
Forgit said.
Forgit said Parker Charter and Advanced Math and Science Academy figure
to be two of the teams to beat in the CAL,
and she is looking forward to seeing how
BVT stacks up.
“It’ll be interesting to see the results
after the first few meets,” she said.
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A Grand Springtime Adventure
SPORTS FLASH
By Chris Villani

Sports Reporter/Columnist

They say the Grand Canyon does not disappoint and, after seeing one of the world’s
natural wonders for the first time last weekend, I can confirm that is indeed the case.
Yes, it’s easy to be a little bit jaded about
such things. “It’s a big hole in the ground,
how exciting can it be?” Well, as many of you
probably know if you’ve been, that big hole
can provide hours of breathtaking views.
It’s also good for a workout. I’ve done
some hiking trips in the past to Iceland
and Tenerife and I hiked quite a bit when I
lived in Vermont. Though I would hardly
consider myself a hiker, I’m in reasonably
good shape and manage not to fall down for
the most part.
My wife, LeeAnn, is new to hiking, but
she really wanted to hike part of the Grand
Canyon trail below the rim. We did not, or
did we have any desire to, attempt the entire
seven-mile trek to the bottom. The good
folks at the Grand Canyon actually do their
best to talk you out of such things, reminding you that it is only for those experienced
hikers in outstanding physical condition.
The drawing posted about 200 feet below
the rim of the man doubled over and vomiting in a manner that only be described as
violent makes the point quite nicely.
But if you walk a mile down the South
Kaibab trail, descending close to 1,000 feet

Chris and LeeAnn Villani enjoy the beautiful views of the Grand Canyon. (Chris Villani photo)
along the steep, terraced switchbacks, you’re
rewarded with a panoramic view that makes
you feel like you’re inside the canyon.
LeeAnn trained for this endeavor, mostly
by doing Peloton hiking classes first thing in
the morning on our treadmill at home. She’d
be up before sunrise some days, gradually
increasing her distance and intensity.

She made one significant mistake: having
me as a hiking partner. Sure, forgetting our
water and snacks was not my finest moment,
but maybe I was just trying to give ourselves
one more obstacle to tackle?
After a well-deserved scolding, we made
our way down the trail and the views at the
end were well worth the effort. The park

rangers say it would take twice as long to get
back up the trail as it did to go down, but
LeeAnn led the way and we actually made it
back up in less time.
We ended the day with a sunset view from
the rim and a celebratory beer in the tavern.
A challenge accomplished that started, as
they all do, with a single step.

“Made You Look!”

Single Item Single Item
to Complete to Complete
clean-outs clean-outs

YOU POINT. YOU POINT.
WE REMOVE. WE REMOVE.
A spectacular view of the Grand Canyon. (Chris Villani photo)

CENTERPOINT
DRIVING ACADEMY

Milford • 508-217-4447

Top Rated Driving School with
81+ Five★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Ratings on Google
Only School to Use Newer SUV’s – 50% Safer Than Sedans
91% of Students Earn License First Time
★
★

No Hassle Scheduling On Line

★

Safety is #1 with CDA – we have installed plastic
partitions to separate students and instructor

Free One of a Kind Life Skills Class – Parents Can
Come Too – Trademark Pending

Register at www.centerpointdrivingacademy.com
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The Grand Canyon, located in the northwest corner of Arizona, is one of the seven wonders
of the world. (Chris Villani photo)
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Nipmuc to Hold Hall of
Fame Fundraiser
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Nipmuc will hold a fundraiser to benefit
its newly-formed Hall of Fame, which will
induct its second class this September. Athletic Director and Hall of Fame President
Chris Schmidt said the event is scheduled
for May 14 from 1-5 p.m. at CraftRoots
Brewing in Milford.
Tickets are $25 if purchased in advance
and $30 at the door and everyone who attends will get a commemorative glass. The
proceeds will support the upcoming induction ceremony on Sept. 25 at Nipmuc High,
as well as the Hall of Fame itself, which
hopes to provide a scholarship in the future,
Schmidt said.
Nipmuc unveiled its second Hall of Fame
class in February and Schmidt said the
response has been very positive.
“I know the inductees themselves are
certainly excited,” he said. “I think it’s a
class that certainly holds up to the inaugural class as well, we were very excited to put
them in.”
The latest class includes three-sport star
Amanda (Ashe) Gibbons, Rachel Bloznalis,
a 2013 graduate who is currently a professional soccer player in Sweden, and the man
dubbed “the father of Nipmuc athletics,” Al

Byrne will be enshrined after serving in a
multitude of roles at the school over parts of
four decades.
Lauren (Coletta) Andrade, Michael
Grant, John McDonnell, William McInnis,
and Rolf Rhodes will also be enshrined as
individuals. The eight individuals will be
joined by the 2001 baseball team and 2005
girls’ soccer team, both of which had the
distinction of winning the first state title for
their respective programs and the first of
back-to-back state championships.
Schmidt is hoping to continue to revive
the excitement for the Hall of Fame after it
was interrupted by the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.
“We had gained a lot of momentum in
the first few months,” he said. “We announced the first class in January [of 2020],
we had a similar fundraiser in February
which was incredibly successful and raised
about $3,000. There was a lot of momentum
heading into the induction ceremony and
the pandemic unfortunately sucked a lot of
that out.”
Schmidt said the Hall of Fame committee is hoping to raise about $2,500 to $3,000
from the May 14 event and said anyone with
any questions about that, or the Hall in general, could reach out to him at the school.

Nipmuc Girls Track Looks
to Compete for DVC Title
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Nipmuc girls’ track and field team
is fresh off winning the Dual Valley
Conference title during the indoor season,
and the Warriors have their hopes set on
repeating this spring.
Head coach Justin Townsend’s team
jumped out to a fast start, winning their
first meet against Douglas by a lopsided
111-23 margin.
“There are more events in outdoor
track, so we have to cover more ground
with the talent we have,” Townsend said.
“We will have to fill some holes but we
are strong in the springs, strong in the
distance events, and we should be pretty
strong in throwing by the end of the season as well.”
Nipmuc has about the same sized roster
as it had during the indoor season, with
many of the same athletes expected to
play key roles. Veteran distance runner
Emma Nadolski took home wins in both
the two-mile and the 800 during the
season opener and figures to be a versatile
athlete.
“We can put her anywhere, the 800,
the mile, the two-mile, she is going to be
strong in all of them,” Townsend said.
Gianna Yordanopoulos is one of the
team’s strongest sprinters and Townsend
said she could compete for program re-

cords in the 100 and 200 meter dashes, as
well as the long jump.
Senior Avery Consigli is back to anchor
the throwing events in the shot put and
the discus after qualifying for states in the
discus a season ago. Freshman Gretchen
Uthoff is a strong addition to the spring
lineup, and Townsend said he was pleased
with her opening effort in the mile after
running a strong winter season.
Olivia Skiiba started the year well in
the high hurdles and Kyah Montano is expected to contribute in a variety of events,
including the 200, the 400, the 4x400
relay, and the triple jump.
“She is poised for a very strong spring,”
Townsend said. “She posted two 60-second laps the other day and my hope is to
get her in the mid-50s by the end of the
season.”
Whitinsville Christian figures to present the toughest test for the Warriors
when it comes to the DVC crown and
Townsend acknowledged that winning
the league this spring will be more of a
challenge than it was during the winter
season.
Either way, Townsend said he is planning on having a significant number of
athletes qualify for the state meet at the
end of the season.
“It’ll be fun,” he said. “We will be going
until June.”

As Requested!

Nipmuc Boys Track Fields
Sizable Roster
As ReqCOME
uestCHECK
ed! OUT OUR NEW MENU!
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Nipmuc boys’ track and field coach Richard Auger struggled to recall a season when
he was able to field a bigger roster than the
one he will have this spring. Nipmuc has
well over 40 boys on the squad, the most of
any season since the program started nearly
four decades ago.
Auger said the depth should help the
Warriors compete during the dual meet
season, but added that he is still getting to
know some of his newer athletes.
“Some of the boys are just joining us and I
have not had the chance to see them yet,” he
said. “But we have some pretty talented kids,
so I am happy with that.”
Aidan Dankwardt will serve as the team’s
captain this spring and is expected to be a
standout in both the 110 hurdles and as a
member of the 4x100 relay team.
“I really like him very much as a team
captain,” Auger said. “He will be strong and
he is very good at working with the other
athletes. I am very impressed with what he
has been doing.”
Junior Christian Morrice is a versatile
athlete and will compete in the high jump,
the discus, the 400 hurdles and the 4x100
relay team. Auger said he won relatively
easily in Nipmuc’s season opening win over
Douglas.
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“It means to be seen exactly what he will
be able to do against kids who are comparable to him in terms of talent,” the coach said.
Freshman Alex Heather caught Auger’s
attention with a 119-foot heave in the
javelin.
“We have never had a kid come out at the
beginning of the season and throw that far,”
Auger said.
Sophomore Sam Aubert should be one
of the team’s better 800 meter runners and
Auger said the 4x100 team is solid with
Dankwardt, Morrice, Isaac Borst, and
Carter Kovacs.
Freshman Liam Dorr came on strong
with his first performance in the triple jump,
Auger said, leaping nearly 34 feet.
Chris Lanier is back to run the 400 and
compete in both the high jump and the
long jump and freshman James McKinney
ran 5:27 in his first time competing in the
mile.
“He is a very tall athlete,” Auger said of
McKinney, who was also a standout in his
first season with the basketball team. “I was
pleasantly surprised at his agility and ability
to run.”
Nipmuc’s sprinting corps figures to be a
strong with senior Oscar Clark and freshman Gabriel Sicurella neck-and-neck for the
distinction of being the fastest runner on
the team, Auger said.

to announce that the Shining Rock Bar and
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Route 9, Westborough
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Licensed in MA, NH, FL

Doug Richards

Loan Officer | NMLS 22645

508-335-9510
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BVT Girls Track Starts Strong Under New Coach
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
At the start of the 2022 spring
track season, Chelsea Swan was planning on coaching the Blackstone Valley Tech sprinters. But when a huge
turnout necessitated a second head
coach for the program, Swan took
the reins of the girls’ team and has
since led them to a season-opening
dual meet victory over Keefe Tech.
“This is only my second season as
the sprinting coach, but there was
some turnover with the coaching
staff last year and, with how big the
team turned out to be, I was the second most experienced behind [boys’
head coach] Caitlin [Forgit,]” Swan
said, who added that she is very
excited to be stepping into a head
coaching role.
“I love coaching track,” she said.
“I ran in high school in Enfield,
Connecticut and I am a marathon
runner now, so it feels like a really
good fit.”
Swan said her team is “solid across
the broad,” with contributions
expected this season from all grades,
including some of the Beavers’ new
freshmen athletes. In the first meet
of the year, several of the team’s firstplace finishes came from those in
their first seasons with the program.
Junior Emma Guadagnoli will be
a key cog in the 400 meters this year

after setting a school record and
advancing to the states last season
in that event. Swan said she has also
been impressed by freshman Haley
Bilodeau.
“She is an athlete all over the
board,” Swan said. “She won first
place in the 110 hurdles and she also
won the javelin in our first meet.”
Another freshman, Maya Lorion,
stood out in the high jump in her
first time attempting the challenging
event in a competition.
“We have some really strong
freshmen,” Swan said.
Junior captain Amanda Pajak ran
an excellent two-mile in her season
debut, the head coach added.
Swan said the Beavers have a
number of individual goals this year,
such as avoiding scratches in the
jumping events. But the biggest goal
for the season, she said, is to put
together an organized, team-focused
effort.
“We want everyone to be cheering
each other on,” Swan said. “Track can
be such an isolating sport, the only
team element is the relays but we
want everyone staying for the whole
meet and cheering on their teammates and making sure to recognize
everyone who is doing every event.”
Swan added, “creating a team
spirit in such an individualized sport
is an important thing to me.”
Chelsea Swan is BVT’s New Head Coach of Girls Track. (Contributed photo)

IMPERIALCARS.com
MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9-9, FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 9-6, SUNDAY: 12-6 | 508-488-2382

PURCHASE with CONFIDENCE

“We sell more
because we
have more!”

5 DAY RETURN/EXCHANGE PROGRAM
FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE! Plus
If You're Not Happy With Your Imperial Certiﬁed Used Vehicle,
Bring It Back Within 5 Days or 200 Miles & We'll Give You a Credit of Your
Full Purchase Price Toward The Purchase Of Another Vehicle.

Get

2018 TOYOTA

✔ FREE CAR FAX VEHICLE HISTORY AND SAFETY RECALL REPORT
✔ 30 DAY LIMITED WARRANTY ✔ STATE OF THE ART SERVICE CENTERS
✔ FACTORY CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
✔ FREE COURTESY SHUTTLE ✔ AFTER HOURS DROP OFF

2017 SUBARU

2020 LINCOLN

$138/wk

As low
as

$63/wk

As low
as

$138/wk

#P14535A • SUNROOF, NAV, LEATHER

#P14367A • ALLOYS, LEATHER, AWD

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$

41,977

2019 TOYOTA

TUNDRA 4x4

As low
as

$150/wk

$33,795

$

20,677

2019 FORD

F-150 XL 4x4
As low
as

$120/wk

$48,480

$

2022 HYUNDAI

87

/MO.

2018 JEEP

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

OVER 485

$76/wk

CAR FAX
ONE-OWNER

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 CHEVY

2019 CADILLAC

2019 FORD

$36,225

$

$73/wk

24,377

$39,950

$

34,977

$52,895

$

39,977

SILVERADO 1500 XT4 PREMIUM EXPLORER XLT
As low
as

$108/wk

As low
as

$124/wk

As low
as

$117/wk

#22003B • 4X4, ALLOYS, LT TRIM

#43226 • SUNROOF, NAV, LEATHER

#P14596LGG • ALLOYS, LEATHER, NAV

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$46,750

$

33,477

2018 CHEVY

SANTA FE AWD 1500 CLASSIC
As low
as

$131/wk

#D12449 • UNLIMITED SAHARA, NAV

2019 RAM

2019 HYUNDAI

$113/wk

As low
as

#H02804 • SUNROOF, LEATHER, TURBO

®

VEHICLES!!

41,977

As low
as

#H02712PP • LE TRIM, BACK-UP CAM

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

#121-834A • ALLOYS, SUPERCREW, 4X4

$50,945

AVAILABLE AT ALL TIMES!

As low
as

F-150 LARIAT OUTBACK 2.5i NAUTILUS SUV
As low
as

WE ARE STOCKED PAYMENTS
TO THE GILLS
AS LOW AS
THOUSANDS $
of new and used vehicles

RAV4 AWD SUV SONATA SEDAN WRANGLER 4x4

MAINTENANCE PLAN INCLUDED WITH THE PURCHASE OF SELECT VEHICLES. VALID FOR 36 MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF PURCHASE AT THE DEALERSHIP OF
PURCHASE FOR INDICATED VIN ONLY. PLAN VALID FOR OIL CHANGES, TIRE ROTATIONS, AND MULTI-POINT INSPECTIONS FOR VEHICLE MANUFACTURER’S
NORMAL USAGE SCHEDULED INTERVALS ONLY. SEVERE/HEAVY DUTY SCHEDULES AND ADDITIONAL MAINTENANCE ITEMS MAY BE REQUIRED OR RECOMMENDED AND ARE NOT INCLUDED. SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE INCLUDES UP TO 2 NON-SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGES PER YEAR OR UP TO 2 $39.95 DISCOUNT
FOR FULL SYNTHETIC, DIESEL, OR SPECIALTY VEHICLE OIL CHANGES. NON TRANSFERRABLE. SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. NO
CASH VALUE. NOT VALID ON PRIOR PURCHASES. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF SERVICE WRITE UP. OFFER ENDS 04/30/2022

2017 FORD

Mike Penner
General Manager

ALL VEHICLES
ARE IMPERIAL
CERTIFIED
FIVE DAY
VEHICLE
EXCHANGE
FREE CAR FAX
REPORT

EQUINOX LT

As low
as

As low
as

$101/wk

$63/wk

$50,980

$

37,977

2018 LEXUS

RX 350 SUV

As low
as

$120/wk

$44,850

$

35,977

2020 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE
As low
as

$127/wk

#TP1361 • SR5, TRD PKG, 18” ALLOYS

#121-882A • SUPERCREW, ALLOYS, V6

#H02833 • LANE DEPARTURE, ALLOYS

#D12372L • QUAD CAB, TRADESMAN

#122013A • AWD, TURBO, HEATED SEATS

#C1207V • AWD, SUNROOF, V6, NAV

#D12359L • NAV, 4X4, SUNROOF

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$53,635

$

45,477

$45,100

$

36,977

$34,305

$

23,677

$42,750

$

31,477

$28,400

$

20,677

$53,970

$

36,977

$48,950

$

38,977

SHOP AND COMPARE OVER 2,000 VEHICLES - IN ONE LOCATION! STARTING AT ONLY $8,977 // WE SELL MORE, BECAUSE WE HAVE MORE!!!
SALE ENDS 04/23/22. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2012 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.

8-18 UXBRIDGE RD. MENDON, MA 01756
154 EAST MAIN ST. MILFORD, MA 01757
300 FORTUNE BLVD. MILFORD, MA 01757

24

Upton/Mendon Town Crier
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