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Board Members Restricted from Serving on other Committees in Mendon
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
Following a hotly-debated and often
contentious exchange, Mendon town voters
passed Article 20, a citizen’s petition calling
for elected members of the Select Board
and Planning Board to be prohibited from
serving on the Conservation Commission
or the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) by
a 113-63 majority vote at the Annual Town
Meeting on May 6.
“We should all be aware that the town of
Mendon, like so many other communities
in the Commonwealth, is in the path of this
surge of growth and development,” said
Kathy Schofield, the sponsor of Article 20
and the Recording Secretary of the Historical Commission.
Schofield wants to broaden the town’s
talent pool rather than having the same
people serve on multiple boards and/or
committees.
“What is missing in Mendon, in my
opinion, is a broader spectrum of representatives, those who do not have a financial
stake in the game but who can bring valuable insight and balance coming in from
a different perspective,” she said. “It’s also
difficult to steer completely away from
perceived or potential conflicts of interest
when making decisions regarding variances, etc., for fellow friends and developers.”
ZBA Chairman James Carty objected

to the article, noting that the ZBA has one
member – John Vandersluis – who’s also on
the Planning Board.
Joyce Gilmore, who used to serve on the
Board of Health, agreed with Schofield.
“Mr. Carty, I have great respect for him, but
I think that you can get the advice (from
different boards) without having them be
on your board. I think that’s a very important separation.”
ZBA alternate member John D’Amelio
said that he had also served on the Planning Board and that he had once been on
that board and the Water Commission at
the same time, adding that he had been
a construction supervisor for 30 years.
“You have to think of the experience that
a lot of people on these boards have,” said
D’Amelio.
Selectman Mike Merolli said he was grateful for everyone who stepped up to serve on
boards and committees, and doubly grateful
for those who served on multiple boards.
Merolli added he attended his first Annual
Town Meeting in 1975 as a then-12-yearold Boy Scout, and there were not enough
interested people in the town to fill the seats
on town boards and committees.
“That’s not the case any longer. We’ve got
more than 6,000 people, close to 7,000 and
growing,” Merolli said. “I think it would be
a better idea to have different sets of eyes.”
Fellow Selectman Lawney Tinio had a

different take.
“This is a very targeted attack on a couple
of folks that are on these boards because
some want these people off so they can
move another certain group of people in
because they don’t like a couple of decisions
they made lawfully,” said Tinio. “

“This is about checks and balances,
it’s not about malfeasance,” said Mike
Goddard. “This is about having as much
expertise on these boards, leveraging that
expertise for the good of the town.”
After nearly half an hour of discussion,
Moderator Tom Merolli called for the vote.

Spring Has Sprung

The temperatures are finally beginning to warm, helping the vibrant colors of spring
to blossom. “Never yet was there a springtime when the buds forgot to bloom.”
Margaret Elizabeth Sangster quote. (Michelle Sanford photo)

Crowds Turn Out for Vote on Potential 40B Property in Upton
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
More than 600 people turned up for
Upton’s Annual Town Meeting, held on
Thursday, May 5, due mostly to strong
interest in Article 23 on the warrant, which
sought to authorize the Board of Selectmen
to purchase 94.22 acres of land located off
Mechanic and Fowler Streets.
The motion, which was born from a remote Select Board meeting that had more
than 140 Zoom participants on March
15, passed overwhelmingly. It generated a
great deal of interest from residents after
Saxon Partners made a purchase offer to
the property owners with the intention of
building a 200-plus unit affordable housing
apartment building there.
Land Use Stewardship Committee
Chairman Marcella Stasa made the motion
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is New England’s

June 10 to exercise its option to purchase
the land, which is appraised at $900,000,
the same as the offer from Saxon Partners.
“The total cost of the project is
$943,000,” Taylor said. “That’s $900,000 for
the land and $43,000 for survey, legal, and
environmental review costs.”
Funding for the purchase will come from
a $50,000 donation from Sudbury Valley
Trustees, at least $150,000 in private donations, and $743,000 from the Community
Preservation Fund.
“When we use Community Preservation
Fund money to acquire land, we have to
put a conservation restriction on it,” said
Taylor. “In this case, Sudbury Valley Trustees will hold that restriction.”
Cemetery Commissioner Glenn Fowler
asked to amend the motion to remove
the conservation restriction so that the

on the article, which specified that the
land would be acquired for open space and
recreation purposes.
The article requested up to $353,462
from the Community Preservation Open
Space Unreserved Fund balance and
$389,538 from the Community Preservation Open Space Fund balance, with the
remainder of the purchase price being
funded by gifts and/or grants, and the expenditure of the Community Preservation
monies contingent upon the town receiving at least $200,000 in gifts and/or grants.
Bill Taylor, Chair of the Open Space
Committee, explained that the land is enrolled in Chapter 61, which means that the
town has a first refusal option on any offer
made by a buyer who intends to change the
land’s use.
According to Taylor, the town has until
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LEASE RETURN HEADQUARTERS

FAST and EASY PROCESS

Drive in or Call Ahead to Schedule an Appointment

We gladly accept all Toyota Lease Returns
‐ even if your lease is not from us.
And we will pay you $1,000 on the spot for Toyota Lease Returns

CALL: 508-488-2382

IMPERIAL TOYOTA

Brand Spankin’ New

Brand Spankin’ New

MSRP:
$43,738

2022 TOYOTA

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$

43,238

+

#NS14C547
• Back-Up Cam • Lane Departure • 3rd Row Seats

$439*

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

save $500
18 HIGHLANDERs
AVAILABLE

*New 2022 Highlander XLE V6 AWD with MSRP: $43,738. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per
year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $439 per month for 36 months with $3,199 due at signing (including first month’s
payment of $439, acquisition fee of $650, customer capitalized cost reduction of $2,110). Tax, title, registration, and
inspection fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# NS14C547. Offer ends 05/28/2022.

+ SALE ENDS 05/28/2022. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION OR DISCOUNTS. PRICES NOT VALID WITH PRIOR SALES. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. NEW
CAR PRICES INCLUDE ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER INCENTIVES AND OUR IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2012 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE
US FOR DETAILS. DELIVERY MUST BE TAKEN FROM DEALER STOCK. CUSTOMER’S FINAL PAYMENT MAY BE HIGHER OR LOWER DEPENDING ON FINAL TRANSACTION PRICE.
ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND $398 DOCUMENTATION FEE. THE BUY FOR PRICE REQUIRES DEALERSHIP SOURCE FINANCING. 5
DAY OR 200 MILE RETURN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE - IF YOU'RE NOT HAPPY WITH YOUR IMPERIAL CERTIFIED USED VEHICLE, BRING IT BACK
WITHIN 5 DAYS OR 200 MILES AND WE WILL GIVE YOU A CREDIT OF YOUR FULL PURCHASE PRICE TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER IN STOCK VEHICLE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. CALL 508-488-2382 TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO TEST DRIVE.

MSRP:
$26,159

2022 TOYOTA

HIGHLANDER
XLE - V6 AWD

land would be able to be used for other
purposes in the future. Finance Committee Co-Chair Paul Flaherty explained that
in order to purchase the land without a
conservation restriction, a different source
of funding outside of Community Preservation Act funds would need to be used,
and Fowler’s proposed amendment did not
specify an alternate source of funds.
Economic Development Committee member David Brooks said that he
agreed with the acquisition of the land,
but warned against seeing it as a solution
to prevent affordable housing from being
built in Upton.
“People of Upton, understand – if you
keep buying up land to prevent 40B housing, 40B housing will be forced upon us
whether we like it or not. We will have no
say in the matter.”

COROLLA

SE FWD SEDAN
BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$

25,659

+

#NJ085047
• Lane Departure • Back-Up Cam • Bluetooth

279*

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

$

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

save $500
12 COROLLAs
AVAILABLE

*New 2022 Corolla SE with MSRP: $26,159. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per year. $0.15 per
mile excess. Lease for $279 per month for 36 months with $2,999 due at signing (including $1,575 cash or trade down,
first month’s payment of $279, documentary preparation fee of $495, and bank acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration,
and inspection fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# NJ085047. Offer ends 05/28/2022.

300 F O RT U N E B O U L E VA R D | M I L F O R D, M A 01757

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALTOYOTAMA.COM
NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6

Crosby Reaches Eagle Rank

Josh Crosby stands with his father and Assistant Scoutmaster,
Bruce Crosby. (Contributed photo)
An Eagle Scout Court of Honor was held on March 21 for Joshua Crosby,
the 120th Eagle Scout from Upton Troop 132. Zachariah Crosby, Josh’s
brother and the Troop’s 102nd Eagle Scout, was Master of Ceremonies. The
rank of Eagle Scout is the highest advancement rank in Boy Scouts.
For his Eagle project, Josh replaced the flagpole at Kiwanis Beach and
built a raised garden with a walkway around it. Josh is a senior at Nipmuc
High School and an avid hiker. He joined the prestigious Appalachian
Mountain Club’s 4,000 Footer Club, having climbed all 48 4,000 foot
mountains in New Hampshire’s White Mountain National Forest.
For more information on joining the Troop, please visit
Troopwebhost.org/Troop132Upton/.

No Shortage of Fun Things
for Kids this Summer
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
Both Mendon and Upton have plenty of
kid-friendly activities available to stave off
the dreaded cries of, “I’m bored!”
Upton has the Kids@Play programs for
rising kindergartners through sixth graders,
and Leaders in Training for kids who will be
in seventh and eighth grade this fall.
“We’re still registering all the way through
summer, both day and week registrations,” said
Upton Recreation Director
Maria Tonry. “The first week
starts on June 20, and there
are nine weeks total.”
Tonry said that activities
will include things like kayaking, swimming, and arts
and crafts, and that she’s
hoping to add music as well.
“I’m hoping once a day
to an activity that applies
to everyone,” she said. “We
want them to be able to get
a variety, not just sports
even though it’s outdoors.
We want heavy arts and
crafts, maybe a theater.”
For more information, visit UptonMA.
myrec.com/info/activities and then click on
the Kids@Play or Leader in Training button,
or email recreation@UptonMA.gov.
Mendon offers two sessions of swimming
lessons with six levels of difficulty at the
Mendon Town Beach at 45 Taft Avenue.
According to the latest information, Session 1 begins on June 27 through July 18
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays for
Levels 1-3, with no class on July 4, and on
Tuesdays and Thursdays for Levels 4-6 from
June 28 through July 21. A Level 1 class was

recently added on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Level 1 swimmers must be able to enter the
water on their own and follow directions.
Session 2 runs from August 1 through
August 19 on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays for Levels 1-3, and on Tuesdays and
Thursdays for Levels 4-6 from August 2
through August 25.
For all sessions, except the additional
Level 1 session, lessons will be held
from 10:20 to 10:50 a.m. for Levels 1
and 4, 9:40 to 10:10 a.m.
for Levels 2 and 5, and
9 to 9:30 a.m. for Levels
3 and 6. Cost is $80 for
Mendon residents plus
an additional $15 for
non-residents. More information is available at
Sites.Google.com/view/
mendon-town-beach/
swim-lessons, by calling 508-471-1771, or by
emailing parkcomm@
MendonMA.gov.
Mendon’s Kids ‘N’ Us
Recreation Program is
registering for this summer as well. The
program is open to all children aged five
to 14, including non-Mendon residents
and offers fun activities, and daily swimming. Cost is $240 per week or $55 per
day. There is a five percent family discount for same-week registrations, and a
50 percent deposit is required to register.
Field trips, lunch, and afternoon snack
are included. For more information, go to
Sites.google.com/view/kids-n-us, email
kids@MendonMA.gov, or call the Park/
Beach at 508-473-1771 or the Parks Department Office at 508-473-0600.

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE
INSURANCE NEIGHBOR

Whether you’re building or
buying a new home, want to make
improvements to your current home
or looking to refinance, we have

the loan you need.

O

ur family-owned and operated independent agency offers
only competitively priced and time-tested insurance products
designed to fit your individual needs. Specializing in home,
auto, business, condo and renters insurance since our establishment
in 1950, our agency is deeply rooted in the communities we serve and
committed to providing the very best of value for your hard-earned
dollars. Whether new to the area or a lifelong resident you will benefit
from the sound advice provided by our professional service advisers.

Contact us today!
(508) 435-6388 • 80 Main Street, Hopkinton
www.PhippsInsurance.com

HOME • CONDO • RENTER • AUTO • BUSINESS
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Our experts have been serving the financial needs of
the community for over 150 years!
Call or email Karen for
competitive rates for
conventional and jumbo
mortgages today!

Karen Beane

VP, Mortgage Consultant
karen.beane@unibank.com
508.769.3816 • NMLS #485228

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270 • www.unibank.com
UniBank NMLS #583135 • Member FDIC/Member DIF
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Local Realtors Recognized
for Outstanding Production

Upton to Observe Memorial Day
with Traditional Ceremonies

Upton has been unable to hold its traditional Memorial Day events since 2019
but thankfully, this year is different and the
hope is that many residents will come out to
honor those men and women who gave their
lives while serving their country.
Upton’s Memorial Day events are scheduled for Monday, May 30 and were organized by the town’s Veteran’s Council made
up of Steve Walsh, Dave Carlson, Russell
Wood, David Kennedy, Richard Kennedy,
and Steve Wickstrom.
The May 30 events in Upton kick off at 8
a.m. with a ceremony at Lakeview Cemetery,
followed by a second ceremony at Maplewood Cemetery at approximately 8:30 a.m.
and then a ceremony at the burial grounds
on Grove St., which is where the town’s
Revolutionary War veterans are buried.
From there, a parade assembly will be
leaving from Memorial Elementary School
around 10:15 a.m., and make its way to the
Town Common. The Grand Marshall is
Steve Wickstrom and the Parade Marshall is

Stephen Saucier, Commander of VFW Post
#5594.
A service will be held on the Town Common that begins with an introduction from
Officer of Ceremonies, Russell Wood from
American Legion Post #173 followed by an
invocation from Father Larry Brault of St.
Gabriel’s, and greetings from a member of
the Board of Selectmen.
The Town Common ceremony will also
include Whitney Loeper singing Remember
Not to Forget. Additionally, a ceremony will
be held at the World War I Memorial, and
firing squads at the World War II, Korean,
and Vietnam monuments. The poem Flanders Fields will be read by Girl Scout Saorla
Ward and the roll call of Upton’s War Dead
and recently deceased veterans will be read.
The Nipmuc Regional High School will play
and Joseph McMahon will provide a musical
selection. The ceremony will conclude with a
benediction from Fran Graveeson of United
Parish and a rendition of the National
Anthem.

Robyn Nasuti & Sean Terrell, with Era
Key Realty in Whitinsville, were awarded
the 2022 Emerald Top Producer Award for
Team Production at the REALTOR® Association of Central Massachusetts Awards
Ceremony on Thursday, April 28, at the
DCU Center.
Top Producers of the Association
were recognized for outstanding levels
of production in real estate transactions
based on dollar volume or units sold in the

2021 calendar year. Out of the 1,918 active
REALTOR® members, only nine percent of
these members qualified for these prestigious awards.
Out of the members who qualified,
the Emerald Level Top Producing Team
is placed at the top three percent of production out of the entire REALTOR® Association.
Nasuti & Terrell can be reached at his/her
office at 774-573-1336 or 774-696-6402.

Become a Volunteer at the Daniels Farmstead
As the Daniels Farmstead approaches its’
2022 season, staff is excited for a wonderful season ahead including the Farmers
Markets beginning the first Sunday in July
through October. The Farmstead will also
host several special events throughout the
season such as “Fourth at the Farm”, “Classic Movie Night Series”, “Antique Tractor,
Truck and Car Show”, “A Polish Picnic at
the Farm”, and more. Visit www.danielsfarmstead.org for all the exciting news.
It is with the support of volunteers,
members, sponsors, community representatives and donors that make all possible at the
Farm. Please consider becoming a volunteer

for the 2022 season. As a volunteer, the Daniels Farmstead is first and foremost grateful
for your time, whether volunteers can afford
just a few hours a month or a few hours
each week. Positions include working in the
garden, selling Daniels Farmstead produce,
or working in Doris’s Kitchen during Sunday
Farmer’s Market, or helping with events.
Volunteers at the Daniels Farmstead
become part of “the family” and contribute
to the preservation of one of the Blackstone
Valley’s historic gems. If you are interested
in volunteering, please email us at info@
danielsfarmstead.org. Daniels Farmstead is
located at 286 Mendon St. in Blackstone.

MILFORD - FRANKLIN

Mendon’s Memorial Day
Parade May 30
Local veterans, members of color guard, public safety departments, the
Miscoe Hill Band, and local scouts are just some of the groups who will
help to observe Memorial Day in Mendon with a parade and ceremonies
scheduled to take place on the morning of Monday, May 30.
This year’s Marshall, Commander of the Roger L. Wood American Legion
Post #355 Susan Tetreault, hopes to see a big crowd in attendance to help commemorates the U.S. men and women who died while serving their country.
Mendon’s parade will kick off from the intersection of Gaskill Street and
Providence Street at 8 a.m. and proceed to the Old Cemetery where a wreath
will be placed, followed by a prayer, a firing squad salute, and Taps played.
The parade will resume and then march up to the World War I Boulder in
the center of town, then the parade will march to the Civil War Monument
and lastly to the Word War II Boulder and Korean and Vietnam Memorials on Route 16. At each stop, ceremonies will again include the placing of
wreaths, prayers, musical selections from the Miscoe Hill Band, readings
of Flanders Field and the Gettysburg Address, firing squad salutes, and the
playing of Taps.
The event will conclude with the Miscoe Hill Band’s rendition of the Star
Spangled Banner.

EYE CENTER

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.

John F. Hatch, M.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D.

Optical
Shop
On-Site

Mendon in Need of Veterans
to Help with Memorial Day Events

Kameran A. Lashkari, M.D.

Caroline Perriello Consigli, O.D.

SMILEFORVISION.COM

508-528-3344

750 Union Street
Franklin, MA 02038
- plow included -

Surgery Center

508-473-7939

508-381-6040

Milford, MA 01757

145 West St., Milford 160 South Main St (Rt 140)

USED CAR SUPER STORE

2018 HYUNDAI TUCSON NEW Retail Price:$28,650
#H02909A • SEL, 17” ALLOYS, WHOLESALE $
AWD, HEATED SEATS, 2.0L

22,677

PRICE:

SAVE $6,000 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $70/wk

2018 HYUNDAI KONA

NEW Retail Price:$32,305

22,677

#H02986 • SE TRIM, ALLOYS, WHOLESALE $
PRICE:
APPLE CARPLAY, CPO, AWD

AND LIKE NEW
WORK TRUCKS

#ST22-050

• DOZENS
TO CHOOSE

STARTING
AT ONLY:

$

39,999

IMPERIAL HYUNDAI

Cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. Prices not valid with prior sales. Prices listed include all applicable manufacturer incentives (not everyone
will qualify) and Imperial discounts including a $1,000 Imperial Trade Assistance Bonus for a qualifying 2012 or newer trade. See us for details. Advertised price does
not include tax, title, registration, documentation, or our acquisition fees. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details. Not combinable with any other discounts or promotions. May require dealership source financing. Weekly payments calculated using an estimated down payment of $2,999 cash or trade. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Call our internet team at 508-488-2382 to see which incentives you qualify for. SALE ENDS 05/28/22.
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Saturday &
After Hours
Available

New Patients Receive a Free Pair of Select Glasses

LANDSCAPER CLEARANCE SPECIAL

• NEW

Dr. Mai-Khuyen Nguyen, O.D.

World-Class Eye Care & Surgery in Milford

Mendon’s Parade Marshall and Roger L. Wood Post Commander Susan
Tetreault is looking for local veterans to help with the May 30 Memorial Day
events; specifically, color guards and those who can participate in the firing
squad ceremonies. “We’re in critical need, so we’ll basically take any and all
help from veterans,” she said. For those who would like to volunteer , contact
Tetreault at suetet@comcast.net or call 508-330-3078.

#122-082A

Shazia S. Ahmed, M.D.

#43571KK

As low
as

$132/wk

SAVE $9,600 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $70/wk

2021 HYUNDAI VENUE NEW Retail Price:$30,980
#H03049 • DENIM TRIM, NAV, WHOLESALE $
LANE DEPARTURE, ALLOYS

PRICE:

26,977

SAVE $4,000 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $85/wk

2,000 VEHICLES

IN ONE LOCATION

2017 HYUNDAI ELANTRA NEW Retail Price:$24,205

#22278A • GREAT ON GAS,
WHOLESALE $
BLUETOOTH, SE TRIM, FWD PRICE:

16,377

SAVE $7,800 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $47/wk

2018 HYUNDAI SONATA NEW Retail Price:$28,710
#H02976 • SEL, HEATED SEATS, WHOLESALE $
17” ALLOYS, APPLE CARPLAY

PRICE:

21,977

SAVE $6,700 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $67/wk

2019 HYUNDAI SANTA FE NEW Retail Price:$32,100

22,677

#H02833 • 2.4L SE TRIM, AWD, WHOLESALE $
APPLE CARPLAY, 17” ALLOYS PRICE:

SAVE $9,400 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $70/wk

MON-THUR 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUNDAY 12-6

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALHYUNDAI.COM
154 EAST MAIN STREET | ROUTE 16 | MILFORD, MA
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OBITUARIES
Hugh John Kiritsy

Hugh John Kiritsy, of
Upton, was 88 when he
died on Sunday, May 1.
He was born in Providence, RI into a vibrant
family of Irish and Greek
immigrants. George
and Mary Kiritsy were
his parents who owned and operated George’s
Fruit Store on Millbury and Chandler Streets
in Worcester. His older brothers; Paul, Francis,
George and Theodore all departed this earth
in the order they arrived. They are survived by
their younger sister Rosemary who still resides
in Worcester with her husband.
Hugh toured the country with the American
Male Chorus and later served in the army during the Korean War. He had a successful sales
career, with Volkswagen and designing kitchens
for Sears and Roebuck where his signature element was a corner sink.
Hugh lived in Upton for over 50 years with
his wife, Elizabeth M. (Shaughnessy) Kiritsy,
and his three children, Gerald, Karen and
Teresa. He was “Papa” to his cherished grandchildren, Kaylin McAllister and Declan Broberg,
who emulate his spirit in kindness and generosity. Hugh was a do-it-yourself Jack of all trades.
He was a peaceful, patient man who discovered the gifts in any situation. He enjoyed and
was adept at conversing about current events,
poetry, politics, religion, and especially history.
Hugh was a great teller of stories and jokes,
too. Perhaps known most for his voice, Hugh
moved auditoriums of people to tears and often
complied with requests to sing Danny Boy.
Hugh also had a deep appreciation for classic
novels and poetry, from Rudyard Kipling’s If to
Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s Sonnets from the
Portuguese (43). He understood Shakespeare,

baked the best dinner rolls, built a beautiful
stone wall, grew bountiful flowers, and fed the
crows in his driveway. He was like an iceberg,
what we saw was a practical, humble man who
knew how to give, love, and teach. If you spent
time with Hugh, you would have begun to
realize how far and wide his knowledge spread.
Perhaps that is what made him so funny and
able to have a unique relationship with everyone
he knew.
Hugh’s family wholeheartedly thanks the caring people at the Blackstone Valley Health and
Rehabilitation Center (formerly St. Camillus)
for their kind, professional, devoted attention
and treatment of Hugh during his final weeks
of life.
A quote from Ralph Waldo Emerson in
memoriam:
To laugh often and much: To win the respect of
intelligent people and the affection of children, to
earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure
the betrayal of false friends; to appreciate beauty,
to find the best in others, to leave the world a bit
better whether by a healthy child, a garden patch,
or a redeemed social condition; to know even one
life has breathed easier because you lived. This is
to have succeeded.
His funeral Mass was held on Saturday, May
7, in St. Gabriel the Archangel Parish. Burial,
with military honors, followed in Lakeview
Cemetery, Upton.
In lieu of flowers, donations in his memory
may be sent to Dana-Farber Boston via DanaFarber.Org or to the Upton Fire & EMS Association Ambulance Fund, PO Box 1012, Upton,
MA 01568.
Funeral arrangements are under the care and
direction of the Pickering & Son Upton Funeral
Home.
Please visit UptonFunerals.Com to leave
condolences.

Marjorie B. Blevins

Marjorie B. Blevins
of Mendon, passed
away peacefully on
April 27, in the comfort of her home and
in the presence of her
family. She was born
In Millis, on January 9,
1931, to Albert and Selena (Cotnoir) Blaney.
She was preceded in death by her beloved
husband, George H. Blevins and her loving
son, James T. Blevins.
Marjorie grew up in Bethlehem, NH. She
graduated from Bethlehem High School
in 1949. She went on to graduate from
Plymouth Teacher College in 1953 with a
Bachelor’s Degree in early childhood education. Later in her career, in 1975, she earned
a Master’s Degree in early childhood education from Westfield State University.
She enjoyed a fulfilling career as a kindergarten teacher in the West Hartford and
Enfield, CT public school systems for a span
of thirty years. Her educational expertise
carried over to her faith community as she
directed the Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine program for St Martha’s Church in
Enfield, CT for ten years.
Marjorie had many interests and hobbies
throughout her lifetime. Those she pursued
with gusto included family gatherings,
teaching young children, gardening and daylilies, traveling the USA and beyond and, of
course, women’s college (Go Huskies!) and
women’s professional basketball. She lived a
worthwhile and purpose-filled life for all her
91 years on this earth.

Her family wishes to extend gratitude and
thanks to lead nurse, Michael-Ann, and to
all the VNA Hospice & Palliative Care team
dedicated to the compassion, care, guidance
and support shown our family and all the
families whom they serve in this most noble
of professions.
In addition to her husband and son,
Marjorie was predeceased by her brothers
Jim and George Blaney and her sister Rita
(Blaney) Guarino. Marjorie is survived by
her daughters: April Carroza and husband
Paul, Carrie Donohue and husband Bob,
Lynn Houskeeper and husband Jim.
Marjorie leaves her precious grandchildren: Stephanie Johnson and husband Nick,
Christie Carroza and boyfriend Jeff, Matthew Donohue and wife Heather, Meaghan
Donohue, Michael Donohue, Mark Donohue, Becky Flaeter and husband Joe, Sarah
Leacu and husband Dave.
She is also survived by her beautiful great
grandchildren: Evelyn and Colette Johnson,
Brayden and Madison Donohue, Benjamin,
Abilynn and William Flaeter, George and
Julia Leacu.
A private funeral Mass will be held at St
Gabriel the Archangel Parish in Upton.
In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to: VNA Hospice & Palliative Care in
memory of Marjorie Blevins VNA Hospice
& Palliative Care, Fund Development Office,
120 Thomas St., Worcester, MA 01608.
The Pickering & Son Upton Funeral Home
is honored to assist the Blevins family with
funeral arrangements.
For online condolences, please visit UptonFunerals.com

Letter to the Editor
Agnes C. DeLuca

Mrs. Agnes C. DeLuca (Tetreault), age
85, a lifelong resident of
Mendon, passed away
peacefully on May 6,
with her family by her
side. She was preceded
in death by her beloved
husband of 64 years, Gioachino F. “Jack”
DeLuca who died in 2019.
“Aggie” was born on December 30,1936
in Mendon, on the family farm. She was
the youngest of 14 children born to the late
F. Louis and Maria (Benoit) Tetreault. As
a young girl, she attended Mendon Center
School and later graduated from the former
St. Mary’s High School, Class of 1954.
Throughout the years, Aggie worked for
several Milford area businesses, medical, and
dental offices before her retirement in 1997.
Aggie was a kind, caring and generous
person who treasured spending time with her
family. Known to be a wonderful cook and
baker, Aggie was renowned for her delicious
brownies which she always brought to gatherings of family and friends.
Aggie and Jack enjoyed many years travel-

ing to various destinations in their motor
coach, including a cross country trip in 1982.
As active members in the Family Motor
Coach Association (FMCA), they made many
friends along the way. Although they visited
many places throughout the years, Cape Cod
was always one of Aggie’s favorite destinations.
Aggie is survived by her sons, Joseph M.
DeLuca and his wife Nancy of Mendon and
Steven L. DeLuca and his wife Sherry Lynn
of Upton; one sister, Louise Jennings of
Woonsocket, RI; three grandchildren, Donna
DeLuca, Susan Corman and her husband
Ben, and Richard DeLuca; and two greatgrandchildren, Sam, and Alice Corman, as
well as several nieces and nephews. She was
predeceased by 12 of her siblings.
Her Mass of Christian burial at St. Gabriel
the Archangel Parish in Upton and burial at
Swan Dale Cemetery, Mendon, will take place
privately at the convenience of her family.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may
be made in Aggie’s name to The Lurie Center
for Autism, c/o MGH Development Office,
125 Nashua Street, Suite 540, Boston, MA
02114-1101.
BumaFuneralHome.com
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See Something, Say Something

Typically the words See Something,
Say Something are associated with some
criminal or terror-related events that we all
want to protect against, somehow. Let’s flip
to the other side of that coin.
While attending a meeting at the Mendon Senior Center several Thursdays ago,
a nice lady arrived for her Yarn Group session. She told everyone how she was just
at the Imperial Gas station on Route 16,
filling up her car when she was surprised
to see Imperial owner Kevin Meehan and
his daughter Leah pumping free gas into
everyone’s tank.
In this day and age of pandemic and
world craziness, I believe there are still
wonderful people all around us that are
doing good things for others. Many of
those feel-good actions happen every
day, putting smiles on recipient’s faces
(and maybe even some gas in their tank);

people receiving help through the kindness
of others.
Telling this story numerous times over
the last couple of weeks, I received some
interesting feedback such as “It’s just
business John. That’s how you market
yourself.” Well, maybe and maybe not. I
choose to look on the charitable side. I see
so many nice people out there doing good
things for others. It makes me smile.
Well, there it is folks; I saw something
and I said something. It’s over. I’m finished. I’m done. Well, no, not quite yet; just
one more thing please, (remember Detective Columbo?). I want to remind you of
the Annual Senior Progressive Yard Sale
this year on June 11. There, I did it. I had
an ulterior motive for writing this Letter to
the Editor, didn’t I? Things are not always
black and white, are they?
John Trainor,
Mendon

Read the Town Crier Online
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Proposed Course Not Tailored to IEP
Students at Miscoe
Student Support Services is proposing an
executive functioning course (EFC) to all
students who meet specific requirements
starting next school year. This course is newly
proposed, does not have a specific syllabus,
and is not tailored to your child. It will be
taught by a special education teacher. There
are two issues with this class.
First, EFC course will be taught 3×50, so it
would be taught every other day in the sixday cycle. In order for the student to take this
class, it will take the place of an elective and
run throughout the year. Thus, if your child
is taking band and chorus, this will be the last
elective. Therefore, gym and health requirements will be waived. Also your child will not
be able to take any other elective such as art,
technology, or world languages.
Second, EFC is not individually designed
for each student. There will be multiple topics

taught within EFC. However, if a topic does
not pertain to your child, then he or she will
be instructed to use the class as a study hall addressing an executive functioning topic. This
is a problem if a child does not have enough
areas that need to be addressed during EFC as
denoted in the IEP. In a recent meeting, it was
stated by more than one team member that
the course is not specifically designed for the
individual needs of the child, but rather the
child is being forced into the constraints of the
course. Furthermore, it did not matter that the
child’s needs did not necessarily warrant the
3x 50 as there were only two options, 3x50 or
no participation 0x50. Again, this violates state
and federal law (IDEA).
Thus, given this you may want to consult
the parent’s notice of procedural safeguards
and determine what is in the best interests
of your child.
Greta von der Luft MS, MEd, PhD,
Mendon

Roosters Are a Noise Issue

hood is a residential area not a farm. It may
have been farmland years ago when the
land was zoned for agriculture. Look, we
get it – this is a noise issue. The vote was
overwhelming against the Article and I find
it hard to believe that all of those who voted
against it, either own roosters or have roosters living next to them.
I hope if you have a neighbor that keeps
roosters, that you are not disturbed by the
constant crowing. If you do, you currently
have no rights with regards to disturbing
your peace. That is unfortunate and unjust
as a citizen and a taxpayer.
John O’Sullivan,
Mendon

A few thoughts regarding the Town Hall
meeting which took place on May 6th. In
particular – Article 18 which proposed
keeping roosters on a parcel of land that is a
3-acre minimum. Sadly, when the Moderator introduced the Article, a sense of levity
entered the proceedings. Discussion took
place including a man dressed in a rooster
costume which I found distasteful and
disrespectful. None of this is funny. My wife
and I live next to and across the street from
neighbors that keep roosters that crow day
and night.
Laws are made for citizens who can either
agree or disagree with them. Our neighbor-
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Mendon Voters Approve
Purchase of Brush Fire Truck
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
A sum of $170,000 was approved for
transfer from the Capital Expenditure Reserve for the purchase of a brush fire truck
at Mendon’s 2022 Annual Town Meeting,
held on Friday, May 6. There were 187
registered voters in attendance.
Mendon voters approved Article 10 by a
141-37 majority. Per the Finance Committee, the town is over its Stabilization
Account target by $352,619 based on
the fiscal year 2023 budget. The committee wants to put that surplus in Capital
Expenditures.
Voters also approved Article 9, which
requested a transfer of $4,136.13 from
Capital Expenditure Reserve toward the
purchase of a fire pumper truck, dating
back to Article 24 from the warrant for the
Annual Town Meeting on June 29, 2020.
Article 9 passed 166-9.
This was the first year the town utilized
electronic clickers for voting rather than
counting raised hands or audible votes.
The clickers worked well, allowing votes
to remain anonymous and results to be
displayed to all attendees within seconds
after voting for each article closed. One
clicker was not returned following the
meeting, and the town would like the
person who had clicker Number 129 to
return it to Town Hall. If it is not returned,
it will be deactivated so that it cannot be
used in future elections.

Upton/Mendon Town Crier

Under Article 3, voters approved the
town’s fiscal year 2023 operating budget of
$22,261,553
Articles 4 through 8 were voted on under
a consent calendar. As Moderator Tom
Merolli explained to the voters, “We are
going to vote on them all as one.” Article
4 authorized the Select Board to utilize
Chapter 90 funds. Articles 5 through 7
fund fiscal year 2023 expenses for the
Assessor’s Cyclical Inspection Program
($6,500), the Update Valuation Account
($17,000), and Police Department State/
Federal General Matching Grants ($2,500),
respectively, while Article 8 approved the
Mendon Five-Year Land Use Program. The
articles passed as a group, 157-14.
Article 15, which passed 167-10,
provided $25,000 from Capital Expense
Reserve for roof replacement and improvements at the town-owned buildings
used by the Highway Department on Inman Hill Road.
A total of $217,971 was approved to
operate the Water Enterprise Fund for
fiscal year 2023 under Article 16, which
passed 167-10.
Limits on revolving funds were set
under Article 17 (passed 148-14) and
properties valued at less than $2,000 will
not be subject to tax with the passing of
Article 30 by a 102-31 vote.
Articles 33 and 34 both required a
2/3 vote rather than a simple majority,
as they involved transfers of land under
BRUSH FIRE TRUCK Pg. 10
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Mendon Senior Center
The Mendon Senior Center, located at 62 Providence
Street., is open Monday—Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. and Friday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. by appointment.
For questions on programs and weekly activities, call the
Senior Center staff at 508-478-6175 for more information.
Friday, May 20
Day Trip to American Heritage Museum, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, May 25
Tommy Rull Musical Program, 1 p.m.
Friends Dine Out, 11:30 a.m.
Monday, May 30
Closed for Memorial Day
Saturday, June 4
Reminder, Sheriff’s Annual Senior Picnic, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Drive thru event in Shrewsbury (Registration was required
by May 11)

Weekly Activities:
Monday
Walking Group, Milford, at municipal lot across from
Sacred Heart Church to Louisa Lake, 8:30 a.m. Email
diane.m.howell@icloud.com for more information.
Cribbage, 9 a.m.
Tuesday
Scrabble, 9 a.m.
Chair Exercise, 9 a.m.
Hand, Knee and Foot, 1 p.m.
Wednesday
Walking Group, Hopedale, on trail of Hopedale Pond,
8:30 a.m. Email diane.m.howell@icloud.com for more
information.
Thursday
Chair Exercise, 9 a.m.
Yarn Works, 1 p.m.
Mah Jong, 1 p.m.
Yoga, 5:30 a.m.
Friday
Walking Group, Uxbridge, along the canal at Riverbend
Farm, 8:30 a.m. Email diane.m.howell@icloud.com for
more information.

Existing Funds Allocated for
Town Hall Campus Improvements

By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
At the May 6 Annual Town Meeting, Mendon town voters approved five articles totaling $1,061,661 to fund Town
Hall campus improvements.
Monies were transferred from other accounts to create
and fund the new Town Hall Campus Improvement Account.
“This is an exciting project to make the Town Hall campus area, which includes the historic Town Hall, the old
Taft Library, and the new police station a more attractive,
inviting, and environmentally friendly and functional area,
said Land Use Committee Chair and Member-at-Large
Anne Mazar. “This will require no tax increases, no debt
exclusion, no override. We have the money in the various town accounts, we just need to transfer them into this
project account.”
Mazar added some monies came from a $170,000
Municipal Preparedness Vulnerability Grant, to design a
green stormwater infrastructure and a landscape plan. She
noted that the current site has drainage issues and almost
no landscaping, among other issues. “We are asking for
funding to construct the design plans,” she said. “It would
be a landscape that’s more beautiful and functional than the
current site.”
Article 11 was voted on by itself since it required a twothirds vote rather than a simple majority vote, as it sought
funds from Free Cash and the Stabilization Account in
amounts of $333,850 and $350,000, respectively. The article
passed by a 164-15 vote.
“This past November, the state certified the town had
$753,000 of Free Cash available for expenditures,” said
Town Manager Kimberly Newman. “At the November
Special Town Meeting, the town used about $420,000 for
articles, including transferring $250,000 into Stabilization.

The Select Board at that time, knowing that this project was
coming for this meeting, chose not to allocate that remaining free cash to have it available for this purpose. That
$333,850 that’s in Article 11 is that money that’s available.”
Article 26 was the only one of the articles in the group
to target a specific project, asking for $56,000 from the
Community Preservation Budgeted Reserve Accounts to
fund an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant
walkway on the Town Hall campus to access the Town Hall
and the old Taft Library.
Article 12 designates $119,050 for Town Hall campus
improvements.
“Those funds are from the sale of a 1.7-acre parcel on 15
Inman Hill Road three years ago,” said Newman. “Proceeds
from a sale of property like that must be reallocated to a
capital project, and so they have been waiting in an account
in order for the transfer for this project for this year.”
The $169,304 specified in Article 13 is sourced from a
Complete Streets grant that was originally about $400,000.
“We needed to provide a match (to the grant), and so we
had an article on the Annual Town Meeting for $180,000 in
order to cover the cost of the match for that grant and then
to potentially cover some costs relating to the paving and
lot issues along the street area right in the front of Town
Hall,” Newman said. “We ended up completing the Complete Streets grant project without having to utilize some of
the money that we’d allocated.”
Under Article 14, $33,457 from the Police Station
Building Project will be transferred to Town Hall Campus
Improvements.
“Article 14 is the remainder of the funds from the police
station building project that was approved a couple of years
ago,” said Newman. “There’s approximately $144,000 left
over from that project, but there are still a few related costs
that have to be expended.”

Voters Defeat Proposed Mendon Rooster Bylaw

David A. Pickering • Andrew D. Pickering
Funeral Directors

Offering dignified service
to those of all faiths in Upton and the
surrounding communities since 1902
�

By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
Article 18 on the warrant for Mendon’s May 6 Annual Town
Meeting sought to amend Article XXIX of the town’s General
By-Laws by inserting a new Section 2A, which would specify
that, “Notwithstanding the foregoing, no person shall keep a
rooster or roosters on a parcel of land less than three (3) acres
in a residentially zoned area of the Town,” and provided for a
fine of up to $200 for each day in violation.
The article was defeated by a 153-29 vote against it. An
amendment to change the wording of the article from “on a
parcel of land less than three acres in” to “within 100 feet of a
neighboring residence within” also failed, 153 against to 25 in
favor. The 182 votes for the unamended article were the most
of any article on the warrant and represented all but five of the
187 registered voters present.
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“The reason for this petition is because we have a noise
problem in our neighborhood, and it’s caused by roosters
crowing,” said article sponsor Richard Greene. “We have had a
total of seven roosters in our neighborhood. These birds crow
around the clock, day and night. In fact, one started crowing
this morning at 4 a.m. Sunrise was 5:36 a.m.”
Greene added that while Mendon has no noise ordinance, the state ordinance for noise is 50 decibels between
11 p.m. and 7 a.m., and 70 decibels from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Per DiscoverMagazine.com, roosters can crow at up to
140 decibels for someone standing right beside a rooster,
though the sound falls off the further away the rooster is.
Some roosters are louder than others, and most roosters
crow at about 90-100 decibels. Someone standing 100 feet
away from the average rooster would experience a sound
level of about 55 decibels, dropping to about 45 at 300 feet
away.
Roosters are immune to their own crowing thanks to
special eardrums that completely block their ears when
they crow. Roosters will begin crowing in early morning
hours, and can continue crowing throughout the day.
Rooster owner Jason Coxall elicited a round of laughter and applause when he stepped up to speak against the
article dressed in a full-body white rooster costume.
“I’m on less than three acres and I have a rooster, no
complaints,” Coxall said. “This (article) would be a problem
for us. He’s already been rescued by us, the sanctuaries are
full, where are we going to move him to? He’s not going to
have a home. He’s not going to have life, or exist.”
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Home Improvement
Three Natural Hacks to Keep a Clean Kitchen

Winter Services

• Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Snow Plowing & Roof Snow Removal
• Deck Replacement
& Repair
Winter Services
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Replacement
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• Kitchen
&
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• Siding - Roof
Remodeling
• Masonry –
• Wood
Flooring
Walk
Way &• Decks
Patio
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•
Roofs
• Masonry
• Power Washing
• Power
Washing
• Painting
• Gutter
Repairs & Cleaning
• Carpentry
• Basement Finishing

Detailed & Meticulous
Reasonable
Rates
Reasonable Rates
Call Mauricio
Call Mauricio

508.202.8602
508.202.8602

FULLY INSURED MA HIC.#169427
FULLY INSURED

MA HIC.#169427

Single Item
to Complete
clean-outs

UPTON
HOME IMPROVEMENT

can be used almost anywhere, including
bathroom sinks, tubs and tile, the garage,
laundry room and outdoor spaces like the
patio and deck.
3. Go green, literally: Houseplants are not
only beautiful to look at, they can actually improve the air quality of your indoor
spaces. Hang planters or clear your
kitchen window sills to make room for airpurifying houseplants. When selecting the
varieties of plants you will cultivate, keep
in mind that kitchens tend to be higher
humidity.
For a truly clean kitchen, skip the harsh
chemicals. Using natural methods, you can
clean just as effectively, worry-free.

Give Us a Call ... No Job Too Small
Bedrooms • Basements • Bathrooms
Decks/Patios/Yards • Kitchens • Garages
Living Rooms/Dining Rooms
R RELIABLE R EXPERIENCED
R RESPONSIVE
R PROFESSIONAL R INSURED

Labofalltrades.com | 508-377-2137

“Made You Look!”

YOU POINT.
WE REMOVE.

From StatePoint Media
Are you looking to avoid harsh chemicals
in the place where you prepare and eat food?
Hoping to green your clean? Here are three
natural hacks for keeping a healthy and tidy
kitchen:
1. Ditch the paper towels:
Whether you’re quickly
wiping up a spill or doing
a deep clean, it’s easy to
forget that the paper towel
you’re using was once a
tree, and in many cases,
part of a virgin forest. To
clean more effectively,
reduce your impact on
deforestation and climate
change, and minimize
waste, switch to reusable
towels or rags.

2. Use worry-free cleaning ingredients: Harnessing the power of baking soda, Arm
& Hammer Essentials Kitchen Cleaner
offers a natural way to clean and deodorize
your kitchen and other spaces throughout
your home. Comprised of simple ingredients like baking soda and plant-based
detergents, the cleaner contains no bleach,
ammonia, phosphates or other harsh
chemicals. It’s both strong enough to remove food, grease and other tough stains,
but also gentle enough to clean your glass
cooktop, stainless steel appliances, countertops, and food contact surfaces when
used as directed. While formulated for the
kitchen, this baking soda-based product

Fully insured
s
Free Estimate

A A R D VA R K
JUNK REMOVAL

We junk it - Move it - Clean it - Recycle it - Scrap it
• Hoarding Specialists
• Storage Cleanouts
• Appliance Removal
• Recycling
• Rubbish Removal
• Office/Residential Moves
• Junk Removal
• Room to Room Moves
• Construction Clean Up
• Appliance Moves
• Office Cleanings
• Social Services Specialists
• Carpet Cleanings
• Furniture Moves
• Basement Cleanouts
• Scrap Metal
Detailed & Meticulous
Reasonable Rates

Local &CallFamily
Mauricio Owned
508.202.8602
508-395-8369
FULLY INSURED MA HIC.#169427
aardvarksvcs@gmail.com

NOW CARRYING VIKING APPLIANCES.

QUALITY PRODUCTS ~ GREAT PRICES

Full Time Service Department
Factory Authorized Service Agents

We service all brands, no matter where they were purchased!

• LCD, LED &
PLASMA TVs
• Air Conditioners
• Washers/Dryers

• Refrigerators
• Dehumidifiers
• Gas and Electric Ovens
• Gas Grills

• Wall Ovens and
Microwaves
• Kitchen Ventilation
Systems

Authorized Dealer

Frank’s Appliance Sales & Service
331 Main St., Milford

508-473-1309 • www.franksappliance.com
MAY 20, 2022
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Mendon Voters Approve $300K for Beach Improvements

By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
Seven articles on the warrant for Mendon’s May 6 Annual Town Meeting involved the transfer of funds totaling
$1,133,685 from Community Preservation accounts to various
other accounts.
Articles 22 through 25 and 27 through 29 all passed by
majority vote at the meeting.
Article 25 called for $300,000 to be transferred from Community Preservation accounts to fund renovations at the
Mendon Town Beach.
“I used to swim at the beach in the 70s and took swimming
lessons there. They had the walls and the tree roots and every-

thing else back then,” Parks Commission Chair Tom Belland
told meeting attendees. “I came back in the last 10 years or so
as a Commissioner. I started canoeing here and fishing. I realized the beach hasn’t really changed in 50 years.”
Belland noted that the walls at the beach are deteriorating,
and the beach itself is sliding into the lake due to erosion.
“It’s still one of those hidden gems that we have, but it’s really
in disrepair because of erosion,” he said. “We want to protect
the beach and preserve the beach and make it a gem again, a
true gem of the town.”
Voters agreed with Belland, passing Article 25 132 to 4.
Article 24 allocated funds for future spending from fiscal
year 2023 Community Preservation Revenues. Of that figure,

Home Improvement

McE's Home Services
Maintainance, Repairs, and Updates
Handyman Services
Licensed and Insured

HIC # 164430

508-524-6182

34 Godfrey Lane
Milford, MA 01757

50508-brbrabr

brianmce@charter.net, mceshomeservices.com

Brian McElligott
North Street,
Upton,MA
Ma 01568
01568
Brian
McElligott 9216
Plumbley
Road, Upton,

Lic. # 26375E

65 percent, or $471,807, is earmarked for the Community
Preservation Budgeted Reserve. Open space, historic preservation, and affordable housing each receive 10 percent ($72,586),
with five percent ($36,293 going to administration. Article 24
passed 124 to 8.
Article 22, which passed 114 to 16, will transfer $20,000
from the Community Preservation Affordable Housing Account to renew the part-time Affordable Housing Coordinator position for fiscal year 2023. Article 23 (passed 112 to 11)
calls for $55,553 from the Community Preservation Historical Preservation Account and $79,702 from the Community
Preservation Budgeted Reserve Account to fund the fiscal year
2023 Police Station Debt Exclusion.
Under Article 27, $15,250 will be transferred from the
Community Preservation Housing Account to fund a Housing Production Plan. The article passed 113-18. The current
Housing Production Plan has expired, and having a new plan
in place allows the town to have access to grant money. The
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission will
assist with the plan.
Articles 28 (passed 97-26) and 29 (passed 112-19) allocated
funds from the Community Preservation Affordable Housing Account for, respectively, $13,650 to fund a survey for 52
Providence Street, and $3,375 for a survey for an easement
from the Muddy Brooks Estates subdivision off Daniels Road
to access a well site at that Providence Street address. The survey approved under Article 28 will help define where affordable housing on Providence Street would be located.

IT’S
TERMITE
SWARM
SEASON
PROTECT
YOUR
FAMILY
& PETS
IT’S
TERMITE
SWARM
SEASON
LET US KEEP YOUR HOME TERMITE FREE
LET US KEEP YOUR HOME TERMITE FREE
Licensed
Licensed
& insured.
& insured.
All work
All work
guaranteed.
guaranteed.

Family Owned & Operated
Family Owned & Operated

WPC Pest
Pest &
&
WPC
Termite Control
Control
Termite

Calltoday
today
Call
508-435-2211
Call NOW to eliminate Ticks
508-435-2211
nobugsnopests.com
& Mosquitos in Your Yard. nobugsnopests.com

Any Room, Any
Home, Anywhere

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:
- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)
- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan
- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available
- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service
- Maintenance Contracts Available

© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.
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Demolition Delay Bylaw Changes Pass in Mendon

By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
A number of amendments to Mendon’s
existing Demolition Delay by-law passed
by a 119-7 margin on Friday, May 6, at the
Annual Town Meeting held at Miscoe Hill
School.
“The Select Board and the Historical
Committee worked together to come up
with the changes to this by-law. It took
quite some time getting it to where it is,”
said Select Board member Lawney Tinio.
“Everybody is in full agreement on it, and
it was a long time coming. Kathy (Schofield, Historical Commission Recording
Secretary) and I don’t always see eye-to-eye
on everything, but we were able to work
together to help get this one done.”
The amended bylaw is now Chapter
31; it was re-numbered from Chapter 25a
because there were two Chapter 24s.
“We’re looking to make several amendments,” said Historical Commission
member Dan Byer. “In the current bylaw,
any proposed demolition, regardless of age,
requires review by the Commission. With
the revisions, we’re proposing, only what’s
known as a regulated building or structure
will be subject to this review process. For

any building or structure listed on a local
historic resource inventory, essentially the
Commission will create a list of buildings
or structures they feel meet the criteria
of historically significant, and only those
properties will be subject to further review.”
Among the changes to the existing
bylaw are defining the terms demolition by
neglect, demolition delay review, demolition delay approval, demolition permit,
preferably preserved, and regulated building or structure. Section 4.2 – Demolition
Delay Review Application Process of the
old by-law has been amended to specify
that anyone wishing to demolish a regulated building or structure needs to apply
electronically to the Commission for Demolition Delay Review or submit a paper
application to the Building Department.
If the Commission determines that the
application involves a building or structure
subject to the provisions of the new bylaw,
it must notify the Building Department
within five days that a Demolition Delay
Hearing is required.
“The current bylaw includes a two-phase
approach to reviewing demolitions. We have
to meet to see if it’s significant, and then
we have to meet again to hold the hearing,”

Byer said. “The new changes get rid of that
because basically if it’s on the list, we hold
the hearing. If it’s not on the list, we’re all
set. It’s just trying to streamline the process.”
Byer added that the amendments to the
existing bylaw change the potential demolition delay period from six to nine months.
“This is more in line with the other 160
towns who have enacted these sorts of bylaws,” he said. “A property’s inclusion on the
resource list is not automatically subject to
delay. The Commission has the option to
impose the delay after a hearing.”
“Also, if your house lands on this list
and you don’t want it on the list, you can
go right away to the committee and have it
removed if there’s any significance to it, so
that’s another mechanism,” Tinio said.
The amended bylaw includes new sections which allow the Historical Commission the right to request a photographic
survey of the exterior of the building or
structure, set a reasonable filing fee of not
more than 150 percent of the actual costs
for publishing and mailing of hearing
notices, and set a two-year expiration on
Demolition Delay approvals starting from
the date of the conclusion of the Demolition
Delay Hearing.

Interruption
of Municipal
Yellow
Trash Bags
Attention Upton residents…Due to a
manufacturing issue and Polyethylene
shortage, the yellow municipal trash
bags will be temporarily unavailable.
The manufacturer has assured us the
next delivery will arrive in July possibly
August.
In the interim, residents are asked to
use the smaller blue town trash bags,
which are still available at a cost of $13
per roll of ten. Municipal bags are still a
requirement for all residents using the
service to avoid incurring fines.
We are aware this is an inconvenience
for some residents and appreciate the
patience of all. Anyone with questions
may contact the Board of Health at
508-529-6813 or by email at dtiernan@
uptonma.gov.
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JOCELYN COWAN, DVM
DEBORAH VEO, DVM
ALI O’HAGAN,
DVM
ALYSSA
VINCENT,
DVM
JESS
MACHO, DVM
ALI
O'HAGAN,
DVM
Preventative Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry,
In-House Laboratory, Digital Radiography,
Acupuncture, Chiropractic and Laser
Therapy for Dogs and Cats.
Ultrasound & Surgical Specialists
Available by Consultation.
Specialty services available as well as
night and weekend appointments.

510
Ave Uxbridge,
W, Uxbridge,
MA 01569
555Hartford
Hazel Street
MA 01569
P. 508.278.5869 | F. 508.278.9384 | info@uxbridgeanimalhospital.com

Pet
Press

C O R N E R

DOGGIE DAYCARE • LUXURY BOARDING • TRAINING
• Pet Spa Services, Behavior Consults & Training available
• Doggie Daycare where your furry kids can relax & have fun
• Luxury Modern Dog Boarding at our Doggie Chalet
Voted Best of the Best
in All of MetroWest!

BEST PET SERVICE
2019 / 2020 / 2021

Lodging Grooming
Daycare
Training
Retail Store
Hours: M-TH 6:30 am - 6 pm / Sat 8-12 noon / Sun 5-6 pm

508.839.1757

VETERINARIAN
RECOMMENDED

PawsBedandBiscuit.com | 97 Millville Rd.,Mendon | 508-478-6390
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www.GibsonsNaturalPet.com
139 Upton Street (Rte. 140) Grafton
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CALENDAR
Family Fun Festival at Memorial School

UPTON - Memorial Elementary School PTO invites families and community members to join us for
ourFamily Fun Festival on June 4 from 2 to 6 p.m. (Rain Date is June 11.) Come for fun and games,
food and treats, music, community tables and raffles. Find us on Facebook for more information at
Facebook.com/PtoUpton. Memorial Elementary School is located at 69 Main St.

INSTALLED CLEANED REPAIRED
Sacred Heart Church Twice Blessed Thrift Shop

HOPEDALE – Sale, Saturday, June 4, includes 50 percent off men’s clothing, except specially priced
items. Other in-store specials include $2 racks, $3 racks, and more. Thrift Store hours are typically
the first Saturday of each month except when there’s a holiday, 8:30 a.m. to 12 to p.m. 187 Hopedale
Street, Hopedale

$10 OFF

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING with same day payment.

UCMU Celebrates the History of the Uxbridge Unitarian Church

Licensed Title 5 Inspector
Family owned & operated since 1920

24 Hr Emergency Support • 508.435.3381 • Hopkinton • JCParmenterSeptic.com

LIQUOR PLUS
Berkshire
Brewing Co.
House Lager
6pk. can

$7.99 + dep
Casamigos
Blanco

$46.99 750ml.

CLOSED

Memorial Day
In Honor of our
Fallen Veterans
Neewm
I t Avalon

Cabernet Sauvignon

$12.99 750ml

The Unitarian Congregation of Mendon & Uxbridge (13 Maple Street in Mendon) invites you to join
us for a celebration of the history of the Uxbridge Unitarian Church on May 22 at 10:30 a.m. Rev.
Patricia Hatch’s sermon will share some highlights of the Uxbridge church history. Additionally, one
of the current owners of the building will share about their restoration efforts. Following the service,
all are welcome to stay for a potluck lunch hosted by the congregation.

MHS Boosters Annual Golf Tournament

Neewm Seven
I t Moons

Red Blend from Chile

$13.99 750ml

High Noon

Mixed 8 pk can

MILFORD - Save the Date. The Milford High School Boosters Annual Golf Tournament will be held
on Thursday, June 23. Sponsors and Players may register at Milford-High-School-Boosters-GolfClassic.PerfectGolfEvent.com/

Living with the Ribbon Foundation Golf Tournament

BLACKSTONE - The Living with the Ribbon Foundation is sponsoring its 3rd golf tournament
on Monday, June 27, at Blackstone National Golf Club, located at 227 Putnam Road in Sutton.
Cost is $150 per player or $600 for a foursome. 12 p.m. registration, 1:30 p.m. shotgun start. Price
includes a standard golf package and dinner. The Foundation provides both undergraduate and
graduate scholarships to students pursuing higher education in a field of healthcare. The Foundation
also aims to provide research grants to assist in funding cancer research. For more information,
Living With The Ribbon Golf Tournament-2022.PerfectGolfEvent.com/ For questions, email
LivingWithTheRibbon2015@gmail.com.

$20.99

Lion’s Club Golf Tournament

125 MAIN ST., UPTON | 508-529-6196
MON-SAT: 8:30 am - 9pm | SUN 12pm - 6pm

10% Down Construction
Loans Are Now Available!

MILFORD - The Milford Lions Club is hosting its 18th Annual Golf Tournament at the Pleasant
Valley CC in Sutton, on Monday June 13. Registration starts at 7 a.m. & modified shotgun starts at
9 a.m. $185 per person or $740 per foursome includes gifts, lunch at the turn followed by dinner at
the club with prizes and raffles. Team photos will also be taken in the morning between registration
and the start time so please have your teams there early. Participants may register and pay at app.
eventcaddy.com/events/milford-lions-club-18th-annual-golf-tournament or mail the registration
form, along with full payment, to: Milford Lions Club, PO BOX 639 Milford, MA 01757.

Electronics Recycling Day NEW DATE

MILFORD - The First Congregational Church of Milford is sponsoring an Electronics Recycling
Day on a new date of Saturday, June 11, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. All computer monitors, computers,
parts and accessories, faxes, copiers, printers, scanners and TV’s can be recycled. Fees range from
$5 to $35 per item. Cash only. Cell phones can be recycled at no charge to be donated to charities
that recycle and reuse them. The recycling vendor will erase and shred all hard drives. Drop off in
the church parking lot at 4 Congress St. Please enter lot from Church Street entrance. For more
information, contact Martha at 508-904-4471.

Upton VFW Flea Markets Have Begun

UPTON - The Upton VFW started its summer series of flea markets on Saturday, May 14 at post
headquarters, 15 Milford Street (Route 140) in Upton. They will continue the second Saturday of each
month through October. Vendors and crafts people are most welcome to set up, display, and sell their
wares on the lawn. Spaces are $10 each or the VFW can provide tables at $15 each. Reservations are not
needed, although Post member David Kennedy can provide more information by calling him at 508529-3314. Donuts and coffee will be available in the morning, then hotdogs and cold drinks for lunch.

Purchase land & build your own home
Build on land you already own
One loan closing - no need to refinance after
construction is completed
Loan Serviced by Milford Federal
Contact Jason for more info!
Jason Silva

Mortgage Loan Specialist

Jason.Silva@MilfordFederal.com
508-381-5223
NMLS# 21592
PMI required for loans over 80% LTV. Available for 1 family owner occupied primary
residence. Other fees affecting APR may apply. Offer subject to credit approval and
subject to change without notice. NMLS# 465956.

Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket
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Cornhole Tournament

UPTON – The Upton Men’s Club and Rushford and Sons Brewery are co-sponsoring a Cornhole
Tournament on Saturday, June 11 (Rain date June 18) at Kiwanis Softball Field in Upton (99 Kiwanis
Beach Rd.) starting at 12 p.m. $50 per 2-person team. Proceeds to benefit Upton Men’s Club
charities. Must register by June 3 at uptonmensclub.org. This is a 21 and older event.

BRUSH FIRE TRUCK from Pg.5
the Select Board. Article 33, which passed
91-29, specified approximately 15 acres of
town-owned property at 36 Milford Street,
while Article 34 (passed 80-35) pertained
to a parcel of approximately 10 acres of
town-owned property at 8 Morrison Drive.
The articles gave the care, custody, management, and control of the properties from
the Select Board for general municipal purposes to the Board for disposition, meaning
that the Select Board may now sell those
properties.

Upton/Mendon Town Crier

Article 35, which passed 75-38, changes
the Highway Surveyor position from
Elected Official to Appointed by the Board
of Selectmen.
Article 19, a citizen’s petition sponsored
by Kathy Schofield, was passed over.
Articles 31, 36, and 37 were also passed
over. Article 31 would have created two
new historic districts, while Articles 36 and
37 would have accepted Brookview Lane
and Willowbrook Lane, respectively, as
public ways within the town.
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Upton Residents Argue Monies for Grove Street Bridge

By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
Voters attending Upton’s May 5 Annual
Town Meeting, passed the articles on the
warrant with little fanfare – mostly.
Several residents questioned the $400,000
requested for the permitting and design of
the Grove Street Bridge, covered in Article
17. The article eventually passed by majority.
“I actually work in the construction
engineering field, and I write contracts,”
said Susan Nowlan. “I’ve seen a pattern in
town with this project at $400,000, and I’ve
taken a consensus at my office, too, and we
see this as a project that should probably
cost, for design and permitting, even with
conservation, maybe $100-$150,000, so I’m
wondering where that exorbitant fee comes
from.”
The new bridge will have accommodations for foot traffic per the Complete
Streets program, as well as utilities.
A motion by Jim Forkey to table the
article was defeated.
Article 3, the town’s fiscal year 2023
budget of $26,735,802 passed while Article
7 transferred $65,926 into the Stabilization
Fund
Article 9 requested $283,226 for construction and improvement of town roads.
The original amount specified for Article
10 was $125,000, which had been reduced

The Upton Center
The Upton Center is located at 2 Farm St.
For questions about programs or activities,
or to RSVP, call the Center at 508-529-4558.
Shopping Trips: (Please contact the Upton
Center with as much notice as possible)
Friday, May 27
Shaw’s, Job Lots, Walmart Loop,
Northbridge, 9:15 a.m.
Tuesday, May 31
Market Basket, Hudson, 1 p.m.

Other Activities:
Monday, May 23
Movie, Cyrano, 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 25
Older Americans Month Celebration, Lunch
from Oliva’s, Caricatures, and Tarot Card
Readings, 12 to 3:30 p.m. Call to RSVP to
activities.
Saturday, June 4
Reminder, Sheriff’s Picnic, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in Shrewsbury, Drive thru event. (Had to
have registered by May 11)

to $100,000, for the snow and ice deficit.
Under Article 11, $5,000 was earmarked to
supplement the town’s Conservation Fund.
All these articles passed easily.
Town Hall will be getting a new server
with the $60,000 approved from Article 14.
The existing server is more than eight years
old.
Articles 15, 16, and 22 will purchase new
town vehicles. Article 15 specifies $350,000
to replace the ambulance for the Fire EMS
Department. The current ambulance, a
2006 model, does not meet the minimum
standards to prevent the spread of COVID, whereas the new ambulance features
COVID-19 mitigation equipment. Article
16 funds the purchase of a new front-end
loader for $231,000 to replace the current
1996 one, which will be retained for light
use. Under Article 22, $45,000 requested
by the Council on Aging is allotted for a
14-passenger minibus for the Senior Center
to replace the current 2010 model. The total
purchase of the minibus will be $87,400,
with the balance coming from the Rockwood Meadows Van Donation Fund. All
three articles passed unanimously.
A sum of $550,000 from the Water
Division’s Retained Earnings to provide
equipment, materials, permitting, engineering, and bidding and construction labor
associated with the town’s two water storage
tanks under Article 18, which passed by

majority. A new backup generator for the
Wastewater Treatment Facility was funded
with $310,000 from Article 19, which
passed unanimously.
Under Article 20, which also passed
unanimously, the Select Board is authorized
to sell, lease or otherwise convey a parcel
located at 0 Milford Street known as the
Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) lot. Per
the terms of the article, the lot will be sold
to facilitate the development of the town
center. There is an historical marker on the
parcel.
“We plan to make it a requirement to any
potential developer of this parcel that the
memorial commemorative plaque that is
located there will have to remain on the site
in some way, shape, or form,” said Economic Development Committee Chair Dave
Ross. “So if the town does decide to sell or
convey this property, that plaque might not
remain exactly where it is, it may need to be
shifted left or right depending on what the
development is.”
Permanent Fire Department members
may now buy back retirement time to compensate for their on-call service as a result
of Article 21 under Massachusetts General
Law Chapter 32 Paragraph 4(2)(b). The motion passed by majority.
“Essentially what this allows, much like
military members that can buy back their
time to the retirement system, it allows our

Dwinnell Retains Selectman’s Seat
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
Upton Board of Selectman Chair Maureen Dwinnell successfully defended her
position on the Board with 560 votes to
Laura Hebb’s 361 in Upton’s Annual Town
Election, held on May 10 at the Nipmuc
Regional High School Gymnasium.
Dwinnell will serve a three-year term.
Turnout for the election was just over 15
percent, with 934 of the town’s 6,145 registered voters participating.
In other contested races, Matthew R. Hagen defeated James M. Forkey, 492-230, for
a three-year seat on the School Committee.
There were 76 write-in votes. Incumbent
Stedman Briggs Jr. held on to his three-year
seat, 432-392 over Farrell Joy. A two-year

term on the Trust Fund Commission went
to Kenneth Glowacki, who edged out Gary
Daughtery Jr., 404-384, in a race that also
had 44 write-in votes.
Besides Dwinnell and Briggs, several
incumbents ran uncontested. Moderator
David Loeper received 771 votes for his
seat, which has a one-year term. William W.
Taylor garnered 720 votes for his three-year
seat on Assessors of Taxes, Glenn Fowler
retained his three-year Cemetery Commission spot with 696 votes, Margaret Ann Carroll had 701 votes for her five-year Planning
Board seat, and Robert J. Fleming received
690 votes for three years on the Trust Fund
Commission.
Besides Judith Katz’s three-year term
on the Trustees of the Public Library, for

2019 Reader’s
Choice
Multi-Year
Hopkinton
Reader’s
Choice Winner!
Winner!

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Family
& Cosmetic
Dentistry
Relaxed,
Friendly Atmosphere

Weekly Activities:

Relaxed, Friendly Atmosphere

Monday
Strength & Stretch, 10:30 a.m.

Cleanings & Exams
Cleanings
& Welcome
Exams  Fillings
Children
Children WelcomeInvisalign
• Fillings ®
Invisalign® Care  Bridges
Periodontal
Periodontal
Care• Bridges
Dentures
One-Day Crowns
2013

Tuesday
Hand & Foot Card Players Group, 12:30 p.m.
Seated Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

2014

Wednesday
Strength & Stretch, 10:30 a.m.
Library Table, 11 a.m.

2016

2017

Dentures • One-Day Crowns
2015

Thursday
Knit/Crochet Group, 10 a.m.
BINGO, 1 p.m.
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which she received 644 votes, newcomers
Dominique Fyfe Ross and Tamosin Johnson
Hellegers each received 508 votes for two
newly-created seats on the Trustees, and
Sadalit Van Buren had 699 votes for her
uncontested one-year term.
Newcomer David Ross received 667 votes
for one year on the Board of Commissioners
of Trust Funds.
Incumbent Constables Michael G.
Moran and Steven P. Driver received 611
and 582 votes, respectively, to hold their
positions, which carry a five-year term.
In addition, Matthew Gordon (541 votes)
and Thomas E. Birdsey Jr. (523 votes) were
elected as new Constables. James Bates Jr.
received 12 write-in votes to secure the
final Constable spot.

#1
#1DENTIST
DENTIST

Monday, May 30
Closed for Memorial Day

Friday
Facebook Friday, 10 a.m.
Strength & Stretch, 10:30 a.m.

police and fire reserves to buy a certain
amount of their time that they put in and
get credited for that in the retirement system,” said Police Chief Michael Bradley.
Voters were provided with a handout
detailing proposed changes to the Large Lot
Frontage Reduction Bylaw under Article 24,
which required and received a 2/3 favorable
vote to pass.
“The Large Lot Frontage Reduction
Bylaw allows people that have a lot that
doesn’t have adequate frontage for a building lot but does have enough acreage and
enough frontage that they could do a small
subdivision on the property to instead
do one or two trophy lots,” said Planning
Board Chair Paul Carey.
Article 25 accepts the roadway known
as Summers Circle as a public way per the
agreement between the Upton Planning
Board, Grove Upton Development LLC,
and the Board of Selectmen. The article
passed unanimously.
Articles 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 12a, 12b, 12c,
and 13 are voted on annually and were all
passed through consent calendar vote.
The final two articles on the warrant,
26 and 27, were both citizen’s petitions
sponsored by Michelle Antinarelli, who
had been present at the start of the meeting
but did not appear when the articles were
called. As such, there were automatic motions to pass over both articles.

508-435-5455
508-473-6500

JohnC.
C. Park
Park DMD
John
DMD
Accepting new
new Patients
Accepting
Patients

2018

VisitususatatParkPlaceDentalMA.com
hopkintondmd.com
Visit
77 West
Main Street,
Hopkinton
54 Hopedale
St.,Suite
Suite210,
8, Hopedale

Additional
Hopkinton
Dental
Associates
Additionallocation
locationininHopkinton
Hopedale • •Park
Place Dental
Associates
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SCHOOL NEWS
School Highlights
Mendon-Upton Regional
Activities and Events
Compiled by Scott Calzolaio
Staff Reporter

District News:
The end of the school year is packed with
dates to remember. Below, you’ll find the
most pertinent dates until school year’s
end Tuesday, May 31- 5th Grade Concert
Wednesday, June 1- 6th Grade Concert
Thursday, June 2- NJHS Induction
Ceremony
Saturday, June 4- Nipmuc Graduation
Saturday, June 11- 8th Grade Semi- Formal
Tuesday, June 14- Inspired Learning Day
for 5th, 6th and 7th Grade
Tuesday, June 14- 8th Grade Six Flags Trip
(Extended Day)
Wednesday, June 15- 6th Grade Field Day
Thursday, June 16- 8th Grade Awards
Ceremony
Friday, June 17- End of Term 4, Grades
Posted in PowerSchool
Friday, June 17- Last Day of School,
Early Release
Friday, June 17- 8th Grade
Commencement
Nipmuc High School, Upton
Nipmuc seniors, this is a reminder to
please check Naviance as there are still
scholarships being posted. If you have any
questions, please email Ms. Robbins at
rrobbins@mursd.org.

The Blackstone Valley Youth Leadership
Academy (BVYLA) is a program that helps
students realize their leadership potential.
Students who are nominated and accepted
into this program participate and attend
multiple sessions and complete a community service project to put their new skills
into place.
Session topics include: Defining Leadership, Identifying Leadership Styles, Community Culture & Climate, Community
Engagement, Goal Setting, Time Management, Interviewing Skills, Public Speaking,
Self-Care/Mindfulness, and Financial Literacy. This year Nipmuc had seven students
that were part of this program.
They celebrated their BVYLA graduation on May 3 at Asa Waters Mansion after
completing their service projects.
Join in congratulating the following
students: Joseph Fraser, Sofia Geremia,
Elizabeth Lange, Ashleigh Lupien, Jack
Mattson, Linara Miller, and James
Overholt.
A reminder to the parents and guardians of students in the class of 2025 - Please
submit student class dues of $30 as soon as
possible. Each guardian has been contacted
via email. Contact edailey@mursd.org or
sthompson@mursd.org for further assistance.
Miscoe Hill Middle School, Mendon
Miscoe Hill PTO is hosting a fundraiser
at the Dairy Queen restaurant at 190 West
Street, Milford on Tuesday, May 24 from 5
to 8 p.m.

Attention Graduates
Calling all Graduates! Graduating from high
school or college this spring? Our Upton/
Mendon Souvenir Graduation Issue is June
17. Want to be included? Send a brief graduation announcement, (50 words or less) as a
Word Document AND a 250 DPI photo jpg
attached to an email to Michelle Sanford,
TownCrierEditor@gmail.com. Include the
graduate’s name, parents or caregiver’s
names, hometown, high school or college, college degree and future plans.
The deadline is June 3. In the subject
line write “For June 17 Graduation Issue.”
Submissions are not needed for
graduates of Nipmuc Regional High
School or Blackstone Valley Tech; our
reporters cover those graduations.

BETTER MILK
Enjoy

Products

Door To Door Home Delivery
With the Highest Quality Products

Ten percent of the proceeds generated
during this time will be donated to the PTO
for future events.
Henry P. Clough Elementary, Mendon
Teacher Appreciation Week was celebrated from May 1 through May 8. Mrs.
Gallagher, Clough Principal, would like to
personally express her sincere appreciation
for her amazing staff. Their dedication,
commitment, and professionalism truly
make a difference in the lives of your children every day.
In addition to staff appreciation, Mrs.
Gallagher acknowledged deep appreciation for Mrs. Bellefontaine and Mrs. Golini,
Clough’s School Nurses, who have been
instrumental to the success of the MURSD
with all their navigating through the pandemic these past two years.
Congratulations to the following students
who were selected for the Art in the Valley
Art Show: Kallie Saraf, Cadence Chenelle,
Jack Cushing,Tommy Grover, Gabriella
Fialho, Kai Vandervalk, Pepper Langley,
Sarah Falcone, Addyson Brodeur, Ellie
Carlson, Olivia Labutti, Maple Morrison,
Emmalyn Bodio, Wyatt Lerner and Charlie
Pokornicki.
The students and staff of Clough Elementary School will be hosting a Memorial Day
Concert on May 24 at 9:30 a.m. and 1:30
p.m. in the Clough Elementary School cafeteria. Community members are welcome
to attend.
Physical Education teacher, Mr. Hayes,
brought 11 of his 4th grade students to the

School Committee Meeting on May 9 to
share the inspiring and motivating games
they created and taught to students in the
younger grades.
Special thanks to Maja Barnett, Zane
Ceredona, Dylan Dewar, Bryce Dorval,
Ophelia Kovacs, Reid Lomnicki, Andrew
Moran, Macelyn Pavlisko, Cayce Rockett,
Parker Sardi and Kai Vandervalk for their
incredible work.
Memorial Elementary, Upton
Memorial’s kindergarten, first and second
graders completed their last fire safety
lesson of the year with Upton Firefighter
Bonnie Lopez. Lopez taught fire safety, and
the importance of knowing who to call in
case of an emergency.
Attention readers! The Spring Book Fair
will be held in Memorial’s Library through
May 27.
The following students were selected to
have their artwork displayed at the annual
Art in the Valley show:
4th grade - Alice Grandbois (Spector),
Connor Fitz (White), and Sean Dearborn
(Chiarelli).
3rd grade: Maria Dominguez (Eby),
Reese Anderson (Lopes), and Julia Pratt
(Herrera)
2nd grade: Adriely Palombo (Hernandez), Charlotte Bowe & Saorla Ward
(Nieviera)
1st grade: Dylan Howard (Lopes), Laina
McBee & Eva Golden (Rae) Kindergarten:
Rylee Hayward (Prairie), Vivian Potter
(Grau), and Poyraz Susmaz (McDonald).

Nature’s Classroom Venue
Shifts to Fall

By Scott Calzolaio
Staff Reporter
After a discussion with Miscoe Middle
School teacher Lauren LaJoie, during the
May 9 School Committee meeting, a motion was made to move the location of next
school year’s Nature’s Classroom trip to
Ivoryton, Connecticut.
The shift of venue is predicted to cost
about $70 to $80 more, and must occur due
to management shifts at the regular location in Charlton.
The fifth grade students are now scheduled to make the trip from October 17 to
October 19, for two nights and three days
of outdoor adventure.
LaJoie said the timing is great for getting
back into the school year.
“We can work on community building
and kicking off our year in the fall,” she
said.
Because the campground is further away,
and with bus prices soaring in the past few
years, LaJoie said it will be pricier. Additionally, this location has a registered nurse
on site, which was not always the case in
the Charlton location.
She estimates that
the cost per student
might run approxi-

mately $340 when all is said and done. Two
years ago, she said the price was closer to
$280.
Nature’s Classroom itself costs $301 per
student. Transportation charges will be calculated by the time an information session
is set up for parents and guardians.
During the discussion, School Committee member Erick Brown said that a group
of sixth and seventh grade students were
coming up with a proposal for the School
Committee to consider as they were unable
to experience the trip. Due to the pandemic, Nature’s Classroom was canceled two
years in a row. That’s two classes that did
not get to experience the “rite of passage”
that is Nature’s Classroom, Brown said.
“Everyone remembers going to Nature’s
Classroom,” he said. “It would still be awesome if we could figure out how to give
everyone a shot,” he added
LaJoie agreed.
“I wouldn’t want anybody to miss out
this opportunity,” she said. “I’m more than
willing to work with the sixth and seventh
grade if they want to take this on as well.”
LaJoie reminds parents and guardians to
be on the lookout for upcoming information sessions regarding Nature’s Classroom
in their email or child’s backpack.

Glass bottled milk from Hatchland Dairy,
N. Haverhill, NH. Their milk goes directly from
cow to bottling plant to you.
Also offering full line of Oakhurst Dairy Proudcts
and many other local premium products

If This Service Is of Interest To You
TRY IT FREE !!
We will be glad to drop off
a bottle or two for you to try!
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Blackstone Valley Youth Leadership Academy Students
Complete Community Service Projects

Nipmuc Regional High School students
Elizabeth Lange and Ashleigh Lupien took
part in this year’s Blackstone Valley Youth
Leadership Academy (BVYLA). As part of
the curriculum, students must create and
implement a local community service project and write a press release for their design.
BVYLA, an annual program of the Blackstone Valley Education Foundation (BVEF),
is comprised of 25 freshmen and sophomore
students from BVEF full-member high
schools. The 6-month program seeks to
develop the skills necessary for students to
become leaders in their schools, communities, and future workforce. The mission of
the BVEF, a nonprofit organization, is to
build connections between local schools and
businesses, enrich education, and develop
the next generation of workers, employers,

and leaders.
For her service project, Elizabeth Lange,
wanted to make a positive impact on an issue she cares deeply about, so she has chosen
to set up a feminine product drive. All items
collected will be donated to the nonprofit
organization, Dignity Matters, which donates feminine products to homeless women
and girls. Providing these products to those
in need is very important because SNAPS
benefits and public education do not cover
these necessities. Items accepted in this
drive included: new or like-new bras, new
underwear (in packaging), and any feminine
hygiene products.
For her service project Ashleigh Lupien
built a collection of “Birthday-in-a-Box”
packages. She worked with the nonprofit
organization Birthday Wishes, which pro-

For her service project, Ashleigh Lupien created Birthday-in-a-Boxes for homeless children.
(Contributed photo)

vides birthday parties for homeless children. The Birthday Wishes’ Birthday-in-aBox program gives party boxes containing
all the birthday party supplies needed for a
party to homeless children living in an area
in which Birthday Wishes cannot come to
host a party. Ashleigh ran a drive to collect

donations that were then used to make the
Birthday-in-a-Boxes. Many community
members dropped off party supplies at donation box locations. After the conclusion
of the donation drive, Ashleigh organized a
six-person team to create the Birthday-ina-Boxes.

Elizabeth Lange’s project set up a feminine product drive. All items collected were donated to
the nonprofit organization called Dignity Matters. (Contributed photo)

Career Plans in the Trades
Celebrated at Signing Ceremony
The Cooperative Education Program
(Co-op) at Blackstone Valley Regional
Vocational Technical High School (BVT)
held its 2nd annual Career Signing Day on
May 6. The ceremony celebrated its senior
co-op and career placement students, who
announced their career plans and signed
a commitment letter to work with their
employer after graduation.
This year, the senior class of 2022 had 136
students participate in the Co-op program,
which represents double the number of
job placements from the previous year
and further illustrates the demand of local
employers for BVT students. These employable young adults collectively worked
almost 55,000 hours, earning a combined
$815,000.00 salary over the past year.
While advanced degrees are required
to enter some professions, in others, you
must first convey that you have the skills
an employer needs. The 38 seniors who
proudly announced the great places they

will be working at after graduation had to
prove they have what it takes to continue
in the skilled trades. The event also recognized the local businesses employing BVT
students based on their vocational skills,
technical training, and expertise—the
new employees are excited to further their
vocational education alongside industry
experts.
“There are many paths to success, and
while I am proud of all of our careerfocused students, I am particularly proud
of these students heading directly into
the workforce. Using their high school
vocational-technical training to launch
their careers is the essence of our mission.
They have a lot of confidence in their skills,
and it takes guts and grit to go against the
cultural grain of heading to college,” said
BVT Principal Anthony E. Steele. “Congratulations to all of our co-op and career
placement students proceeding directly into
high-skill, high-wage employment.”

HOMEMAKERS/
PC AIDES WANTED

New England Steak
& Seafood Restaurant

Part Time Jobs
Flexible Hours

Must have car
Work in Milford, Ma area
Call PRIMARY HOME CARE
at

(508) 478-3500

for more information
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BVT Boys LAX Finishes Strong in CAL
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Blackstone Valley Tech boys’ lacrosse team entered the final week of the
regular season having already achieved
a double-digit win total on the year and
posting a 6-2 mark in the Colonial Athletic League, good for second place in the
standings.
“Everything is going well and as expected
with a few little bumps in the road,” head
coach Andrew Barksdale said.
The Beavers dropped a pair of contests
against unbeaten Advanced Math and
Science Academy, which won the CAL
outright.
“We had some tough games against a
league rival,” Barksdale said. “They have a
good team over there and we almost beat
them the second time, we just came up a
couple of goals short.”
Still, Valley Tech has plenty of reasons
to be optimistic about the upcoming state
tournament. The team has put together a
balanced lineup with stand-out talent in all
areas of the field. On offense, attack man
Jackson Mastroianni has spearheaded the
offense.
“He has been our go-to-guy,” Barksdale
said. “Whenever we need a quick goal, if we
can get him the ball, we are going to get it.”
BVT has been strong at the other end of
the field with top notch goaltending from
Anthony DiDonna.
“He has stood on his head for us,” his
coach said. “Especially in tight games, he
has always been there to save us.”

BVT boys’ lacrosse coach Andrew Barksdale feels the team will “make some noise” in the playoffs. (Contributed photo)
The defense has also been buoyed by the play of firstyear sophomore Thomas Lee. The newcomer has been
hustling to the back line to beat the opponents to the
spot and earn an offensive possession for his team.
“He’s been able to back up more of the other team’s
shots and get us possession of the ball more than
anyone I have had in my eight years of coaching
at BVT,” Barksdale said. “If we didn’t have that, we
would not be on offense as much, so he has been a
big key.”
Connor Matson has anchored the transition game
for the Beavers and Barksdale said he has been there
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to “bail out” the rest of the team on many occasions
throughout the first 14 games of the season, 10 of which
were BVT victories.
It’s unclear where Valley Tech will fall in the statewide
tournament, but Barksdale said the team is capable of
making some noise in the playoffs if it can communicate a bit better on the field.
“In some of the losses this year, it’s been mental
breakdowns that have hurt us,” he said. “If we can communicate defensively and get good, disciplined offensive
possessions, then we should be able to make a good run
for sure.”

BVT Boys Track
Finishes 2nd at State Voke
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Blackstone Valley Tech boys’ track and field
team continued a stellar season with a second place
finish at the state vocational meet. The Beavers checked
in just nine points behind Worcester Tech in the
small school division, setting up a rematch with the
rival squad at the upcoming Colonial Athletic League
showcase.
“It was really close, but we will see them again,” BVT
head coach Cait Forgit said.
The Beavers were anchored by several standout
performances. Junior Cooper O’Neil earned victories
in both the mile and two-mile events. Josh Mateo, a
senior, won the high hurdles and finished second in the
long jump to add to the BVT point total.
The duo of Ben Tufts, a junior, and Daniel Paine, a
senior, captured second and third place finishes in the
shot put, respectively. Valley Tech had yet another solid
one-two punch in the 800 meter run, where senior
Kaden Vincelette checked in second overall and sophomore Trey Kovolyan finished fourth.
Sophomore Jonah Rosenkrantz added a sixth place
finish in the 400 meter hurdles. Micah Deary, another
sophomore, was fourth in the two mile, and senior
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Joshua Reis-Soares placed second in the discus.
BVT added a second-place finish in the 4x100 relay
thanks to the quartet of Matt Mooney, Landon Parent,
Ryan Cyronak, and Samuel Stringer. The relay was part
of a big day for Mooney, who added a third-place finish
in the high jump and placed seventh in the 200 meter
dash.
The success continues a strong campaign for the
massive BVT track team, which has around 90 boys
on the roster. Valley Tech began the week with a 6-1
record in the dual meet campaign and the large team
has put in a strong effort throughout the spring.
“It’s a really big squad, so that’s been a challenge but
they all get to participate in the home meets,” Forgit
said. “Everyone is coming to practice every day and
working hard, so it’s been a good season.”
BVT had one more dual meet on the calendar and is
hoping to qualify as many athletes as possible for the
state divisional meet coming up. But Forgit said the
biggest date left on the calendar is Monday’s league
championship.
“I think we have a shot to win it,” she said. “Obviously Parker Charter and Worcester Tech are tough teams
and we lost to Worcester, but it was close. You never
know what can happen.”
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Nipmuc Girls Track Rewrites Record Book at Districts
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Nipmuc girls’ track team was bumped up to Division I when the
team showed up to compete in the Central Mass. spring track and field
meet and the young Warriors’ team responded to the challenges. Nipmuc
not only finished third while competing against much larger schools, the
squad also broke six program records during the competition.
“There were schools over three times the size of our school, that would
scare a lot of other teams but they knew they could do it,” head coach Justin Townsend said. “They knew they shouldn’t cower at that stuff and they
showed up and they crushed it, they did great.”
Townsend said freshman Kyah Montano made a strong case for being
the top athlete of the day. She broke three school records. Montano set a
new mark in the 400 meter run in route to a fourth place finish. Montano
also broke the triple jump record, finishing second, and was part of a
4x400 relay team that finished first in record time.
Freshman Julia Lenfest, eighth grader Jessica Casey, and sophomore
Lilia Young formed the rest of the record-breaking quartet.
“They are a young, young group, and then won Division I central,”
Townsend said, noting that their time also would have been tops in the
Division II field. “They are the best in Central Mass. and no one is older
than a sophomore. They are a pretty special group.”
Lenfest added a record-breaking performance in the 400 meter hurdle
event.
Junior Gianna Yordanopoulos broke the 200 meter record twice and
finished fifth in the event. She was also part of a second-place 4x100 relay
team along with senior Alyson Casey and sophomores Ava Smith and
Casey Keyes.
The seventh-place finish in the 4x800 relay added to Nipmuc’s point
total and top-three finish. Junior Emma Nadolski, sophomore Reed Dunster, and freshmen Avery Orff and Gretchen Uthoff checked in under 11
minutes in the event.
The point total for Nipmuc and the times the Warriors put together
would have been good enough to emerge as district champions in Division
II, which Townsend said was “huge” for the program.
“We are a really good team and we are really young,” he said. “They
should be looking forward to a great rest of the season and a great future.”

The 4x400 relay team of Kyah Montano, Julia Lenfest, Jess Casey, and Lillia Young display their first place
medals at the District E, Division 1 Central Mass. meet. (Contributed photo)

42 Congress Street, Milford
508-473-5511

Nipmuc Girls’ LAX Seeks
Swagger for Postseason
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Nipmuc girls’ lacrosse team won 11 of its first 14
games this spring and began the week as the number
two ranked team in Central Mass. The Warriors are in a
strong position going into the playoffs, but head coach
Grace Merten is hoping her team can really believe in
itself as the regular season ends and the tournament
begins.
“Our biggest challenge has been confidence,” Merten
said. “Having such a young team, I can only tell them
so many times that they have so much potential. We
need to bring that confidence into our tougher games
to make sure we don’t settle.”
Nipmuc has plenty of reasons to be confident based
on the way the season has gone so far this year. Merten
said the team has developed a strong transition game
and has greatly improved its ability to control possessions on offense.
“It’s something we have struggled with in the past, but
setting up a strong offense has allowed everyone to see
the ball so we don’t gas a couple of girls out there,” she
said. “We are passing the ball so much more efficiently
and that is allowing us to take our time on offense.”
The team has also benefited from great individual
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performances, though Merten stressed that contributions have come from everyone this year.
Freshman attack Fallon Lozano has been Nipmuc’s
best point scorer and one of the top scorers in all of
girls’ lacrosse this spring. Junior Kelly Bailey has not
found the back of the net as often as her younger teammate, but her strength has been facilitating. Bailey has
nearly three times as many assists as her next closest
teammate.
“She just sees the field so well,” Merten said.
Cameran Leary and Victoria Wood, both seniors,
have been integral parts of the Warriors’ attack this
year. Merten credited both of them with bringing a
“calm and collected” demeanor to the field as experienced players.
Sophomore Lily Malloy has been a standout in the
midfield and Merten praised her work during the
offseason.
On defense, the Loftus sisters, Rylie and Tatum, have
been rock solid. Rylie is a senior and one of the team’s
captains, while freshman Tatum has been the goalkeeper and, Merten said, one of the most improved players
on the roster.
“She has held it down for us back there,” Merten said,
“especially in our toughest games.”
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Sans Coach, Nipmuc Girls Track Keeps Winning
SPORTS FLASH
By Chris Villani

Sports Reporter/Columnist

Justin Townsend has been thrilled to see
the success his young Nipmuc track and
field team has been able to muster this
spring. The only problem is that the head
coach has not actually seen his team’s performances over the past several weeks.
Townsend ruptured his Achilles tendon,
but he has been able to watch from afar
as the Warriors’ girls team has broken
records and put together a third-place
finish during the recent Division I Central
Mass. meet.
“I haven’t been there, but they are doing
exactly what I would want them to do,
which is to crush it,” Townsend said. “I
am really, really proud of them. Especially
with how they competed this weekend [at
the district meet.]”
Townsend has been trying to build
up the track and field program since he
arrived at Nipmuc and the fruits of that
labor are showing this year, despite the
fact that the roster is loaded with talented
underclassmen who have two, three, or
even four years left competing at the
varsity level.
Boys’ head coach Richard Auger has
been keeping Townsend up to speed on
their progress during his absence, which is
expected to last the rest of the year.
“He is relaying all of the information

Despite his absence due to an injury, Nipmuc girls’ track coach Justin Townsend is constantly kept up on his team’s progress
and shows his support via social media. (Contributed photo)
about how they are stepping up to the plate,
getting to their events, and staying really super focused on the meet at hand,” Townsend
said. “They are very engaged in the progress
of getting better and there has been no lapse
in their performance whatsoever.”
Last weekend marked the first ever trip
to the Division I meet for the program

and the girls finished third and broke six
program records in the process. On Twitter,
Townsend called it “quite possibly the best
day we have ever had for Nipmuc track.”
“I wish I was there to see it,” he said. “It’s
bittersweet for me because I love coaching
them and I like seeing the end result.”
But the fact that Townsend has been

repeatedly receiving good news about the
way his athletes have continued to excel has
made it a little bit easier to be away from the
team during the stellar season.
“It’s been tough to watch from home, but
I am happy for them,” he said. “They are a
really talented group and they are all having
a great year.”
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