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DPU: Water Company’s Assets Worth $66.4 Million
By Kevin Rudden
Staff Reporter/Columnist
Fourteen months later than originally
expected, the state Department of Public
Utilities (DPU) issued a 196-page opinion
on February 26 declaring that the assets
of the Milford Water Company are worth
$66,395,908. Both the town and the
privately-owned utility have the right to
appeal that valuation to the state Supreme
Judicial Court (SJC).
“We’ve been waiting for this [decision]
forever,” Select Board Chairman William
Kingkade said. “It [the value] was a pleasant
surprise. I can’t wait to find out what the
next steps are,” he added. Kingkade noted
that the Select Board previously promised

to take the DPU’s decision back to Town
Meeting Members to let them decide again
on whether to purchase the utility.
“While we are encouraged by the DPU’s
rejection of the Town’s valuation testimony,
we are reviewing the decision and will be
considering our options. In the meantime,
we will continue providing reliable water
service to our customers,” commented
David Condrey, manager of the Milford
Water Company.
The town’s filings with the DPU argued
that the utility’s assets are worth $40
million, and the utility’s submissions to
the DPU claimed its assets are worth
$149 million. The two sides used different
appraisal and accounting methodologies to

arrive at their respective conclusions.
The DPU’s decision noted problems
with calculations submitted by both the
town and the water company, with the
state agency then using its own valuation
methods – giving 40 percent weight to a
“replacement cost new less depreciation”
cost value approach ($36,037,042)
combined with a 60 percent weight to an
“income value approach” ($30,358,865) to
arrive at its final valuation.
The DPU’s valuation is slightly larger
than the $63 million Town Meeting
Members agreed to borrow at a September
26, 2017 Special Town Meeting to buy the
utility’s stock, and also slightly larger than
the $67 million price a mediator arrived at

Town Election Voter Registration
Deadline is Tuesday

Walsh, O’Loughlin Balk at Hiring
Special Counsel
By Kevin Rudden
Staff Reporter/Columnist
Select Board members Michael Walsh and Thomas O’Loughlin refused on February
22 to back the Board of Assessors’ request to hire a special legal counsel to defend
against assessment appeals filed with the state’s Appellate Tax Board. O’Loughlin also
voted against an article at the recent Special Town Meeting that created a $25,000 fund
to pay for such legal cases.
Assessor Administrator Jennifer Sclar later told the Town Crier that the appeals cited
in the Board of Assessors’ written request to the Select Board involve $8.5 million in
residential and commercial tax values being questioned, with the potential for the
town to lose $245,000 in property taxes. “I have a real problem with this. We have
Town Counsel,” Walsh said at the meeting. “I can’t vote in favor of this,” he added. “I’m
still opposed,” O’Loughlin said. Walsh softened his position after Town Administrator
Richard Villani told him that Town Counsel Charles Boddy had helped to prepare the
scope of services for an outside counsel to represent the Board of Assessors, which was
detailed in the assessor’s request. It was then decided to have Boddy come to the Select
Board’s March 8 meeting to discuss the Board of Assessors’ request.
According to Sclar, all three property owners appealing the town’s property valuations
have hired what are known as “tax representatives” – that is, attorneys who specialize
specifically in tax appeals. The town needs a similar legal specialist to defend its
valuations, she explained. She provided the Town Crier with a list of the properties and
values involved in the Appellate Tax Board Cases:
• 321 Fortune Blvd.: Fiscal Years 2018 ($1,495,900), 2019 ($1,495,900) and 2020
($1,776,200) – $4,768,000 total value and $145,248.61 in property taxes. This is an office
building owned by Charles V. Zarba Trust/Sixteen Hundred Realty Trust
• 138-140 South Main St. (four separate parcels): Fiscal Year 2020: $1,372,200 total value
and $4,067.20 in property taxes. Milford Square shopping plaza and adjacent parcels
owned by Linear Retail Milford #1 LLC.
• 1 Seena Heller Way: Fiscal Years 2018 ($216,000), 2019 ($144,900) and 2020 ($187,900)
– $548,800 total value and $16,752.83 in property taxes. Owned by Claflin LLC.
• 20 Claflin St.: Fiscal Year 2019 ($414,100) and 2020 ($474,000) – $888,100 total value
and $26,836.77 in property taxes. Owned by Claflin Street Limited Partnership.
• 1 Railroad St. (two separate parcels): Fiscal Year 2020: $963,700 total value and
$15,736.33 in property taxes. Railroad Street Holdings LLC. The last three properties are
all connected with Blaire House.

Next Tuesday, March 17, is the last day to register to vote in the April 6 Annual
Town Election. The Town Clerk’s Office in Milford Town Hall be open until 8 p.m.
on March 17.

Marking the Turn of the Seasons
As the seasons
move from winter
into spring, skies at
sunset often put on a
technicolor show. As
poet Emily Dickinson
wrote, “A light exists in
Spring, Not present in
the year at any other
period, When March
is scarcely here.” Jane
Bigda photo
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2021 HYUNDAI

$

SONATA
42 Sonatas in stock!

Back-Up Camera • 8” LCD
• SE Trim • 16” Alloy Wheels
•

SAVE

3,600
MSRP: $25,215

$

BUY FOR:

21,577*

$

LEASE FOR

169

/MO.
36 MOS. • $2,799 D.A.S.
10,000 MILES/YEAR

*PRICE INCLUDES $2,000 RETAIL BONUS CASH ON SONATA SE MODELS.

USED CAR SUPER STORE

2017 HYUNDAI TUCSON NEW Retail Price:$26,865
$

#H1867V • ALL-WHEEL DRIVE, WHOLESALE
BACK-UP CAMERA, 17” ALLOYS PRICE:

Cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. Prices not valid with prior sales. Prices listed include all applicable manufacturer incentives (not everyone
will qualify) and Imperial discounts including a $1,000 Imperial Trade Assistance Bonus for a qualifying 2011 or newer trade. See us for details. Advertised price does
not include tax, title, registration, documentation, or our acquisition fees. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details. Not combinable with any other discounts or promotions. May require dealership source financing. Weekly payments calculated using an estimated down payment of $2,999 cash or trade. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Call our internet team at 508-488-2382 to see which incentives you qualify for. SALE ENDS 03/20/21.

15,347

SAVE $11,500 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $44/wk

2,500 VEHICLES

IN ONE LOCATION

2018 HYUNDAI KONA

NEW Retail Price:$29,025

#H21034A • AWD, SUNROOF, WHOLESALE
18” ALLOYS, BACK-UP CAM PRICE:

$

17,977

SAVE $11,000 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $53/wk

2020 HYUNDAI SONATA NEW Retail Price:$25,600
$

2017 HYUNDAI SANTA FE NEW Retail Price:$33,080
#H1875V • 17” ALLOYS, AWD, WHOLESALE $

SAVE $6,600 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $57/wk

SAVE $12,400 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $62/wk

#H1839V • LANE DEPARTURE, WHOLESALE
PRICE:
16” ALLOYS, ONLY 8 MILES

18,977

BLUETOOTH, BACK-UP CAM

PRICE:

20,647

2018 HYUNDAI ELANTRA NEW Retail Price:$24,010
#H1982V • SE, GREAT ON GAS, WHOLESALE $

2020 GRAND CHEROKEE NEW Retail Price:$39,185
#C0547V • ALLOYS, BACK-UP WHOLESALE $

SAVE $12,700 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $30/wk

SAVE $12,200 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $85/wk

BACK-UP CAM, BLUETOOTH

IMPERIAL HYUNDAI

that same year. The town and the Milford
Water Company had agreed to complete a
sale by the end of that year.
After that sale fell through, the town
filed suit in the SJC on January 29, 2018,
asking the state’s highest court to have the
DPU decide the value of acquiring only the
company’s assets. The SJC decided on May
31, 2018 to give the case to the DPU. The
DPU’s original procedural timeline called
for it to reach a decision by the end of 2019.
The DPU’s ruling noted that this is
only the second time it has been asked to
determine the value of a water company.
The first case, in 1942, was settled without
the DPU playing a role, the February 26
ruling stated.

PRICE:

11,347

CAM, BLUETOOTH, 4X4, NAV

MON-THUR 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUNDAY 12-6

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALHYUNDAI.COM
154 EAST MAIN STREET | ROUTE 16 | MILFORD, MA

PRICE:

26,977

Fuel Assistance Extension

Calendar

Applying for fuel assistance has been extended to May 28. This program may defray
heating costs incurred between November 1, 2020 and April 30, 2021 for eligible
clients and is based on income. Staff at the Milford Senior Center are available to assist
with the intake of applications for local families, senior citizens, and individuals under
the administration of SMOC (South Middlesex Opportunity Council).
For more information, including income guidelines for fuel assistance,
call 508-473-8834.

Milford Area Chamber of Commerce Events

AREA-The Milford Area Chamber of Commerce (MACC) will be holding the following events.
To register visit MilfordChamber.org, email shannon@milfordchamber.org, call 508-478-6700
or stop by the offices, 258 Main Street, Suite 306, Milford.
MACCXIMUM Impact Networking, Tuesday, March 16 and 30 at 7:30 a.m. Contact Jeff
Katz, jeff@katzsf.com.

Friends of Milford Town Library Book Sale

Community Legal Aid
Community Legal Aid provides free civil legal services to elders and low-income
individuals who qualify for services. To apply for services, dial 855-252-5342 Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.; and Wednesday from 1:30
to 4:15 p.m. Apply online at CommunityLegal.org or call the Milford Bar Association,
508-473-1161.

Senior Van Transportation
Program
Milford residents over the age of 60, or disabled adults of any age are eligible to use
the senior van for medical appointments within Milford or Hopedale, as well as for all
errands or grocery shopping within Milford. Hopedale residents over the age of 60,
or disabled, may use our senior van for medical appointments only, within Milford or
Hopedale. All MassHealth members must use the M.A.R.T. program provided through
MassHealth for all their medical transportation. Hopedale residents must call the
Hopedale Senior Center at 508-634-2208 to request the transportation.
Out-of-town medical transportation service is for eligible Milford residents
only who are seeking a ride to a specialist. Milford residents the Senior Center
transportation coordinator, Marie O’Leary at 508-473-8334 for more details before
making an out-of-town appointment as service beyond the local area is limited. Also
contact Marie for other transportation schedules.

Milford Senior Center Outreach
The Milford Senior Center Services Coordinator, Kimberli Considine, MA, provides
assistance with the challenges of aging to those 60 and older, as well as to disabled
adults of any age.
If there is difficulty completing personal care,housework, or food preparation,
Considine will make a referral to the VNA and/or Tri-Valley, Inc. Grief support and
referrals to support groups are offered to help through the grieving process. She
provides home visits, now limited due to COVID-19 protocols, as well as telephone
reassurance, and will also make referrals to support groups for other issues such
as Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s disease, strokes, etc. She also helps individuals
complete applications for services such as SNAP (formerly food stamps), MassHealth,
and Housing.
Considine provides referrals to protective services, the food pantry, legal assistance,
and to charities including St. Vincent De Paul, Salvation Army, and Catholic Charities.
She works on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday and can be reached by calling 508-4738334 or emailing kconsidine@townofmilford.com.

MILFORD-The Friends of the Milford Town Library will be having an ongoing book sale on
Thursday afternoons and Saturdays for four weeks. The sale dates are as follows: Thursdays;
March 11, and March 18 from 3 to 6 p.m. and Saturdays; March 13, and March 20 from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. The sale will be in the Program Room at the Milford Town Library. New materials will
be added after each sale. Special sale prices will be available on March 18 and 20.
Due to the need for social distancing, the number of shoppers allowed in the room will be
limited and masks must be worn at all times.
Books, audio books, CDs, DVDs, and puzzles are available. Adult book prices are 50¢ for
mass-market (small pocket-size) paperbacks and $1 for hardcovers and trade (large-size)
paperbacks. All children’s books are 25¢. Proceeds from the sale allow the Friends to fund
programs, museum passes and materials for the Library.
Donations of materials for the sale are only being accepted on Fridays and Saturdays, and
must be placed on the cart near the elevator.

Hopedale Day in the Park

HOPEDALE-The Hopedale Cultural Council is asking all to Save the Date, Saturday, September
18, for the Hopedale Day in the Park.

BSTRA Decade of Dollars Scratch Tickets

AREA-Bay State Trail Riders Association, Inc. (BSTRA) newest raffle offers a book of 300
Decade of Dollars Scratch Tickets as the prize. The top prize in the game is a payout of $500 for
10 years.
Tickets can be purchased online or through the mail, by going to BSTRA.org/support/raffle
prior to the Friday, April 23 deadline. The drawing will take place on Saturday, April 24 at
BSTRA’s Nancy Maenzo Memorial Benefit Ride being held out of Wallum Lake, Douglas, and
the lucky winner will be notified if not present at the drawing. Prices are five tickets for $10, 15
for $20, 35 for $40, 55 for $60, 75 for $80 or 100 for $100.
David Maenzo of Douglas, donated the book of 300 Decade of Dollars Scratch Tickets to
BSTRA in memory of his late wife, Nancy, with the stipulation that the raffle drawing take place
at the BSTRA ride held in her memory
Nancy was an active BSTRA member for years, and she always supported the organization’s
annual projects to improve community trails.

The Call of Kilimanjaro by Jeff Belanger

MENDON-The Taft Public Library in Mendon will welcome back author Jeff Belanger for a virtual event on Thursday, March 25 at 7 p.m.
Get ready to climb 19,341 feet to the summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro – one of the famed Seven
Summits. Based on his memoir, The Call of Kilimanjaro, author, adventurer, and TV host Belanger offers a breathtaking multimedia journey of Tanzania that is spiritual, motivational, and
uplifting.
After his brother-in-law Chris passed away, Belanger made the decision to take the trip of a
lifetime, both in honor of Chris and in pursuit of clarity about his own life and goals. The Call of
Kilimanjaro is a day-by-day record of Belanger’s ascent to the peak of Africa’s highest mountain.
What he learned along the way transformed his life.
To register, visit TaftPublicLibrary.org, click the event registration tab and scroll down to register for the event.
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UniBank
Donates $1.7
Million to
Charities
UniBank recently announced that it
has donated over $1.7 Million dollars to
charities and non-profit organizations in
2020. Michael Welch, CEO of UniBank,
said, “With great pride, we are pleased to
have donated a substantial amount of our
proceeds to hundreds of organizations
who are doing incredible things in our
community. With the strong support of
our personal, business and municipality
customers throughout the year, we were
able to give back in many ways.”
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Milford Senior Center

The Milford Senior Center continues to
be closed to the public but is offering
monthly and weekly zoom classes and
activities for those interested. Contact
Director Sue Trotta Clark to attend. Senior
Center staff continues to be available
by phone at 508-473-8334 or emailing
sclark@townofmilford.com.
Free Weekly Live Fitness Classes (via
Zoom):
Mondays
Barre Above© with Instructor Rebecca
Tredeau, 10 a.m.
Facebook LIVE Circuit Workout,
11:15 a.m.
Safe Exercise with Instructor Shirley
Areano, 1 p.m.
Tuesdays
Express Muscle & Abs with Instructor
Robin Johnston, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesdays
Strength & Balance/Fall Prevention with
Instructor Rebecca Tredeau, 10 a.m.
Zumba with Instructor Rebecca Tredeau,
11:15 a.m.
Thursdays
Yoga with Instructor Marsha Mancuso,
9 a.m.
Safe Exercise with Instructor Shirley
Areano, 1 p.m.
Fridays
Pilates with Instructor Marcella
Pannenborg, 11a.m.
Monthly Zoom Meetings. Please
contact Kim for more information
at 508-473-8334.
First Tuesday of the Month
Women’s Group, 1 p.m.
Third Tuesday of the Month
Book Club, 10 a.m.
Writer’s Group, 11 a.m.
Fourth Tuesday of the Month
Fortune Cookie Club, 11 a.m.
First Thursday of the Month
Low Vision Support Group, 10 a.m.
Last Thursday of the Month
Men’s Group, 10 a.m.
Wednesdays and Thursdays by
Appointment:
Janet Iacovelli, RN, will be available
to offer blood pressure assessments,
medication consultations, referrals, and
preventative health care advice. This
service is funded by the Milford Board of
Health and administered through Salmon
VNA.

SHOP LOCAL!
$

500

Citizens for Milford Candidate Forums
Citizens for Milford has finalized the details for the Candidate
Forums. These events will feature candidates running in contested
races. Each of the forums will be live streamed on Milford TV’s
Educational Channel, MilfordTV.net, the Milford TV app, and its
other platforms.
Citizens for Milford member José Costa will moderate the
forums. Each forum will begin with a two-minute opening
statement from each of the candidates plus an exchange of
challenge questions between the opponents.
Following the challenge questions, the moderator will pose
questions that have been submitted from the public. Milford
residents are invited to submit their questions during each forum
by calling a phone number displayed on the TV screen or posting
messages to the Citizens for Milford Facebook page. Questions
can also be posted in advance on Facebook or by emailing
CitizensforMilford@gmail.com.
The forum schedule, with all events held at 7 p.m., is: Tuesday,
March 16-Board of Assessors candidates Joshua Lioce (i) and
James Wheelock; Wednesday, March 17-Town Moderator

Brush To Table Picnic Table Project
The Milford Cultural Council Public Art Subcommittee (MCCPAS) in partnership with the Milford Parks Department (MPD) and
the Milford Highway Department (MHD) announces their first public art initiative, Brush To Table-Picnic Table Project. (B2T)
All information including application
and sponsorship criteria for B2T-Picnic
Table Project can be found at MilfordMA.
gov/milford-cultural-council.
Ten picnic tables are being purchased
to be creatively painted by local artists.
The completed tables will be installed at
varying public locations around Milford
including, such as the Garden of Hope at
Fino Field, natural area at the corner of
Dilla and Sumner Streets, Rosenfeld Park,
Plains Park and the fields at Milford High
School. B2T welcomes participation by
local artists and art students to submit
designs and paint the tables, as well as by
local businesses and groups to sponsor
each table. Artists and sponsors will be
Milford has a strong history for properly budgeting, maintaining,
recognized on a metal plaque that will be
renovating, and even replacing our school buildings.
installed on each table upon completion.
The new Woodland School effort began nearly a decade ago.
Each artist is welcome to submit more
than one design proposal. Applications
It is again time to focus our attention on our facilities, and a major
will be reviewed by the MCCPAS based
renovation or even replacement, of one of our buildings is on the way.
on feasibility, originality, innovation and
adherence to design criteria.
Our High School is 50 years old and at maximum capacity. Programming
Sponsors may choose an artist to
is limited due to lack of physical space. The mechanical infrastructure
work with on a design proposal or they
may select an approved design from a
is 50 years old and at the end of its useful life, with emergency repairs
portfolio provided by the MCC. Potential
having become “the norm”. Stacy is another crucial consideration with
sponsors are welcome to support more
similar concerns.
than one table design. Sponsors agree
to pay the artist a stipend in the range
As a member of your School Committee, my commitment to plan and
of $250 to $500 for their supplies and
budget for the future of our school buildings will be unwavering. The time
work. This stipend is to be negotiated and
to act is now!
decided upon by the artist and sponsor.
Applicants (artists and sponsors) need to
I will begin work immediately to submit a Statement of Interest with the
send the completed proposal by email to
Massachusetts School Buildings Association (MSBA), with the approvCulturalCouncil@townofmilford.com;
al and support of the School Committee and Select Board, for our next
mail to Milford Town Hall, Attn: Milford
School Building Project. When the 2021 Submittal Period opens, I will
Cultural Council, 52 Main St., Milford MA
01757; or deliver it to the Milford Town
insist we go for this Grant Funding opportunity. We cannot afford to let
Hall drop box no later than April 16.
another year pass us by.
Winning artists will be notified by
April 26. The completed tables will be
Paid for by the Sheedy Committee.
placed in Plains Park in mid-July for the
initial reveal and will be moved to their
permanent locations the following week.

IMPERIAL TOYOTA
is New England’s

500

$

LEASE RETURN HEADQUARTERS

FAST and EASY PROCESS

Drive in or Call Ahead to Schedule an Appointment

We gladly accept all Toyota Lease Returns
‐ even if your lease is not from us.
And we will pay you $500 on the spot for Toyota Lease Returns

CALL: 508-488-2382

IMPERIAL TOYOTA

Brand Spankin’ New

TACOMA

4x4 ACCESS CAB
BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$

32,453

+

Brand Spankin’ New

MSRP:
$32,953

2020 TOYOTA

#TM2888
Back-Up Cam • 2.7L • Lane Departure

289*

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

$

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

MSRP:
$26,224

2021 TOYOTA

save $500
20 TACOMAs
AVAILABLE

*New 2020 Tacoma 4x4 Access Cab with MSRP: $32,953. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles
per year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $289 per month for 36 months with $3,499 due at signing (including $2,560
cash or trade down, first month’s payment of $289, and acquisition fee of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection
fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess wear/tear,
and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# TM2888. Offer ends 03/20/21.

CAMRY

LE FWD SEDAN
BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$

22,974

+

#TM21238
• Lane Departure • Back-Up Cam • Bluetooth

save $3250
*
209 32 CAMRYs

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

$

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

AVAILABLE

*New 2021 Camry LE with MSRP: $26,224. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per year.
$0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $209 per month for 39 months with $2,999 due at signing (including $2,140 cash
or trade down, first month’s payment of $209, and acquisition fee of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection
fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# TM21238. Offer ends 03/20/21.

300 F O RT U N E B O U L E VA R D | M I L F O R D, M A 01757

+ SALE ENDS 03/20/21. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION OR DISCOUNTS. PRICES NOT VALID WITH PRIOR SALES. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. NEW
CAR PRICES INCLUDE ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER INCENTIVES AND OUR IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2011 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE
US FOR DETAILS. DELIVERY MUST BE TAKEN FROM DEALER STOCK. CUSTOMER’S FINAL PAYMENT MAY BE HIGHER OR LOWER DEPENDING ON FINAL TRANSACTION PRICE.
ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND $398 DOCUMENTATION FEE. THE BUY FOR PRICE REQUIRES DEALERSHIP SOURCE FINANCING.
5 DAY OR 200 MILE RETURN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE - IF YOU'RE NOT HAPPY WITH YOUR IMPERIAL CERTIFIED USED VEHICLE, BRING IT
BACK WITHIN 5 DAYS OR 200 MILES AND WE WILL GIVE YOU A CREDIT OF YOUR FULL PURCHASE PRICE TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER IN STOCK VEHICLE. NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. CALL 508-488-2382 TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO TEST DRIVE.
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candidate Gerald Moody Sr., and Michelangelo Bon Tempo; and
Thursday, March 18 -School Committee candidates Meghan
Hornberger (i), R.J. Sheedy, Wilfredo Vasquez Jr., Christopher
Wilson (i), and Matthew Zacchilli.
Candidates for the Board of Library Trustees Marco Bon
Tempo, James Sherman and Scott Vecchiolla declined to
participate.
The Town Crier newspaper is once again Citizens for Milford’s
media partner for the Candidate Forums.
Milford TV’s live-stream platforms include the following:
Comcast TV Channel 11; Verizon TV Channel 40; MilfordTV.net;
VOD; ROKU; Twitter: @Milford_TV; Facebook: @MilfordTV;
and Instagram: milfordtv.
All forums will be recorded and broadcast in the days leading
up to the election on Tuesday, April 6 and on the Milford TV
video-on-demand page at MilfordTV.net/vod. Citizens for
Milford will also provide links to each video on its website and
Facebook page.

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALTOYOTAMA.COM
NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6
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Opinion
LETTERS Letters may be edited for length and clarity and will be published on a space available basis.

Maximum 300 words. Must include signature, address & telephone number.
Opinions expressed are solely those of the writer. Town Crier Publications will not be responsible for inaccuracies. No Political Endorsements, please!

NOTES & NOTATIONS
By Jane Bigda

Time to Repair the Post Office
The past Washington administration left a troubling legacy—
botching the pandemic response, separating children from parents at
the border, spreading election disinformation and trying to violently
hinder the transfer of power.
But one seemingly minor abuse has been the icing on my cake of
misgovernment—the administration’s political gutting of the United
States Postal Service.
I have always trusted the Post Office. Sure I complain like everyone
when things take longer to be delivered but I never thought items I
mail would take weeks not days to be delivered.
I have two relatives who due to disabilities cannot communicate by
telephone. One lives in Mobile and the other in suburban Chicago.
To reach out to them, I send weekly cards and occasional packages.
Pre-2020, a card or letter would reach them in three to four days;
a regularly mailed package in a week. Priority Mail usually was
delivered in its advertised two-day window.
This Christmas I made them cookies and using Priority Mail
sent the packages from the Mendon Post Office on December 15.
Although my mailing was a day later than I had hoped, with Priority
Mail I expected the packages to be delivered by December 22 at the
latest. Remember in normal times, Priority Mail packages should
have been delivered by December 18.
Instead the packages were delivered on December 29. Not two days
after I mailed them, but two weeks. The packages mailed 10 days
before Christmas traveling about 1,000 miles to the Chicago area and
about 1,400 to Mobile did not make it for the holiday.
And this was not just a holiday glitch, I still receive mail sent out a
month ago.
More seriously, my husband receives his heart medication via
mail. The prescriptions renew automatically with a mouse click. He
activated the latest renewal when notified. Normally the prescriptions
arrive within three or four days. Two weeks should have been plenty
of time. But it was not, he took his last dose in the morning and we
were ready to call the doctor for an emergency evening dose. Luckily,
the mail was delivered on time in Mendon and the new bottle was
there for his evening dose.
The USPS has been under assault by the government for decades.
Bending to demands of private delivery services, administration after
administration has crippled and burdened this agency. But the 2020
cutting of personnel and facilities, allegedly because they weren’t
being used, but in reality in response to a surge in mail-in voting due
to the pandemic, is something else. The much discussed continuing
cuts to service and price increases fly in the face of protecting the
health and welfare of Americans during a pandemic, when more
citizens rely on delivery services to get necessities.
I realize the new administration has a lot on its plate and they are
appointing new members to the USPS Board of Governors. I hope
they can move quickly enough to repair the damages done to the
United States Postal Service.
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To the Editor,
I just read in the March 4 Milford Daily News that the Massachusetts Senate Ways and Means
Committee was accepting written testimony only on H.73 until March 8 at 10 a.m. H.73 extends
mail-in voting through June 30, 2021 in the Commonwealth. Unfortunately, I did not catch up on
my newspaper reading until Sunday, March 7. Written testimony, by the way, does not include email
input to the committee.
A member of the State Senate’s Ways and Means Committee is Milford, Hopedale and Mendon’s
State Senator, Ryan Fattman, R. Sutton. In frustration with not being able to communicate to the
Committee, I have emailed him asking him to support H.73. Mail-in voting is not prone to fraud as
can be demonstrated by jurisdictions that have used mail-in voting for years.
The convenience and safety afforded by mail-in voting is essential to many populations within
the Commonwealth. For example, some employees required to work double shifts without advance
notice will not be able to vote in person. The disabled, as I am, find in-person voting taxing, if not
impossible. I have interstitial lung disease which makes walking even short distances difficult even
with oxygen. I also suffer from an inflammatory arthritis which can make walking additionally
difficult. I am not the only one in the district who find in-person voting a hardship.
I am sure it is not Senator Ryan Fattman’s intent to restrict voting opportunities, so in the shortterm, I urged him to support H.73 and in the long-term to support mail-in voting permanently.
For readers of this Letter to the Editor, I urge you to raise YOUR voice in support of mail-in voting
for all elections. Forty years ago, even 10 years ago, I never expected to find myself in a position
where in-person voting was something to be dreaded. It can happen to you too.
Peggy Veal
Mendon

RUMINATIONS

Some of Milford’s Legal Issues
Need to Be Resolved

By Kevin Rudden

Over the past decade, The Town of Milford has hired
special legal counsel for a variety of issues including the
proposed casino, acquiring the Milford Water Company, defending the town against lawsuits filed
by then Police Chief Tom O’Loughlin, handling labor contracts, handling proposed Chapter 40B
affordable apartment complex applications and – most recently – defending the town’s role of placing
current Police Chief Michael Pighetti on administrative leave.
So, given the town’s fairly consistent use of outside counsel, I have to ask why the Select Board
is reluctant to let the Board of Assessors use outside legal experts to defend the town against the
possible loss of $8.5 million in residential and commercial tax value. Is Milford so well-off financially
that no one cares about possibly losing $245,000 in property taxes?
Here’s why you should care: That tax money is already in the town’s budget. If it disappears, it will
get made up by giving everyone else a higher tax bill.
Select Board member Mike Walsh asked why Town Counsel Charles Boddy couldn’t handle these
Appellate Tax Board cases. Well, for one thing, the property owners involved have each hired lawyers
specializing in nothing but property tax appeals. Yes, that is a legal specialty.
I’m sure Walsh wouldn’t want just anyone working on one of his auto dealer service issues. I
hope he has only trained and certified auto mechanics doing them. Why not want the same level of
expertise for the town?
Select Board member O’Loughlin has consistently opposed giving the Board of Assessors any
funding for appeals, noting the assessors have not spent that much on outside counsel over the past
decade. Well, they do need to spend it now.
And, you can’t stop looking out for the town’s best interests just because the guy who ran against
you serves on that other board. Hey, that may not be O’Loughlin’s reason, but it sure looks that way –
and, in public relations terms – perception equals reality.
On another legal matter, it’s nice to see the state Department of Public Utilities finally – 14 months
later than expected – deliver its opinion on how much the Milford Water Company’s assets are worth.
After reading the entire 196 pages of legal and appraisal jargon, it’s easy to see why it took the DPU so
long to issue its findings.
Simply put, the state regulatory agency had to analyze both the town’s and the water company’s
calculations and then develop its own.
In a nut shell, the DPU discounted a lot of the town’s and a lot of the water company’s assertions.
But, the end result is the value is fairly close to what a mediator arrived at several years ago.
The water company has the right to appeal the value to the state’s highest court, but why would it?
The Supreme Judicial Court asked the DPU to come up with a value. Why would anyone then ask
that same court to say the expert it case the case to – the DPU – was wrong?
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Obituaries
Richene McNamara
MILFORD- Richene E. “Richie” McNamara,
71, of Milford and formerly of Upton, passed
away suddenly on Sunday, February 28, 2021 at
her home. She was the cherished partner of 20
years to the late Michael Corrinet.
Born in Worcester, she was a daughter of the
late Richard and Mary (Mullen) Andrews. She
was raised and educated in the Worcester area.
Prior to retirement, Mrs. McNamara was
employed as a front-end teller for Shaw’s and
the former Iandoli Grocery Stores for 30 years.
She also worked part time for several years
at Macs Package Store. Early in her career,
she worked as a Bartender at several local
establishments including Pine Ridge Country
Club in Upton, the Tradesman in Milford and
the Red Barn in Westboro.
Mrs. McNamara enjoyed reading Stephen
King novels, spending time with her family
and friends and was a devoted Nana to her
grandchildren whom she loved with all her
heart. As a young girl she spent many winters
skiing Mt. Snow with her parents, brothers
and sister. She would always say she was the
best! Later in life summer weather was her
love and she enjoyed spending time at the
beach, soaking up the sun. You would always
see Richie wearing her flip flops right through
the fall! Old Silver Beach in Falmouth was her
favorite and she enjoyed many great times with
her love Michael Corrinet there, then later
with her grandchildren. She was a hard worker,
honest and dependable. It seemed like most
of the area knew her as she spoke to so many
people while working at Shaws. She enjoyed
talking to all her friends and customers.
She is survived by her son, James McNamara
and his wife Lisa, of Upton; her grandchildren,
Justin and Jessica McNamara of Upton; her
brother, James Andrews of Maine; her aunt,
Marguerite White of Marlborough; and her
nieces and nephews, Jackie Mathieu, Joei
Andrews Roache, and Maralee Modesta Clarke.
She is predeceased by her siblings, Robin
Andrews and Richard “Dickie” Andrews.
Calling hours were held in the Pickering &
Son Upton Funeral Home, Inc.
Her funeral service was held privately with
her family. Burial will take place privately at a
later date.
In lieu of flowers, donations in her memory
may be sent to the Upton Bloomer Girls, P.O.
Box 121, Upton, MA 01568.
For online condolences, please visit
UptonFunerals.com

STAY HOME!
STAY SAFE!

Police and Firefighters Provide Rides for Senior
Vaccination Appointments
Milford Police Chief James Falvey, Milford Fire Chief
Mark Nelson and Milford Senior Center Director Sue Clark
announce that the police and firefighters are offering free
rides to and from vaccination appointments for Milford
residents 75 years and older on a limited daily basis to
vaccine locations both in town and out of town. Milford
currently has two vaccination sites in town and a few
in nearby towns including: Hopkinton, Uxbridge and
Foxborough.
Please note all health and safety protocols during this
program will be followed. Masks will be worn at all times
during the ride to and from the appointment. Vehicles will
be disinfected before and after each ride. Members of the
same household with appointments that are near the same
time at the same location will be able to ride together. The
officers will wait for residents at the appointment location in
order to bring them home afterwards.
Residents will need to set up their own appointment
before requesting a ride and have confirmation. If residents
need assistance in setting up their appointments the Milford
Senior Center has offered to help. Please call 508-473-8334.

Those with any questions about the ride service may contact
the police or fire department directly anytime.
Residents have two ways to schedule a vaccine
appointment. One way is through the statewide Unite Way
211 hotline. It can be accessed by dialing 2–1–1 and selecting
the prompt for “Help Scheduling a Vaccine Appointment.”
Calls can be made Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Translators will also be available to help through
the 211 hotline. Callers will be able to speak with a live
representative who will help them find a nearby vaccination
location and make an appointment. The second way to
schedule an appointment is online through the state’s
website: Mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-updates-andinformation.
Those residents who wish to request a ride may call the
Milford Police Department at 508-473-1113 ext. 0 and speak
to a dispatcher. At least a two-day notice is needed for rides.
Citizens may also call the Milford Senior Center at 508-4738334 to arrange for a ride.

State Expands Vaccine Group Ahead
of ‘New Normal’
By Chris Villani
Staff Reporter/Columnist
Massachusetts widened the group of people eligible to
receive the COVID-19 vaccine, including all residents over
the age of 65, those with two comorbid conditions, with
educators and school staff next in line to receive the vaccine
beginning Thursday March 11.
The first expansion — lowering the age of those being
vaccinated and adding a list of health conditions that allow
residents to qualify — added 1 million eligible people to
the vaccination pool. Including teachers, school staffers and
childcare workers will open up eligibility to another 400,000
people, a move Gov. Charlie Baker said is meant to keep the
state consistent with federal policy.
President Joe Biden issued a directive to vaccinate all
teachers by the end of March.
Among the conditions that qualify a Massachusetts
resident for vaccination are asthma, cancer, chronic kidney
disease, COPD, down syndrome, heart conditions, a
weakened immune system, obesity, pregnancy, sickle cell
disease, smoking and type 2 diabetes mellitus.
As of Sunday, March 7, a total of 1,414,186 first doses of
either the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines had been administered
in Massachusetts and 691,535 people had received their
second dose. Those who have received two doses are
considered fully vaccinated, as are the 12,141 people who
have gotten one shot of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine,

bringing the total number of fully vaccinated Bay Staters
to 703,676 with tens of thousands of additional shots
administered each day.
The promise of a sharp uptick in federal vaccine supply
by the end of the month has led some states, including
Massachusetts, to advance plans to reopen their economies.
Earlier this month, the state moved into Phase III, Step 2 of
its reopening plan.
Under the revised guidance, indoor venues including
concert halls and theaters are allowed to reopen at 50 percent
capacity with a limit of 500 spectators. A number of other
businesses that had been operating at 40 percent capacity
were allowed to increase to 50 percent and the capacity
restrictions on restaurants were lifted altogether as long as
tables are six feet apart.
The limits of six people per table and 90-minute dining
limits remain in place. Restaurants are also now permitted to
host musical performances.
On Monday, March 22, Phase IV, the so-called “new
normal” will begin with indoor and outdoor stadiums and
arenas able to welcome back fans with a cap of 12 percent of
the venue’s capacity.
In addition, gathering limits for event venues and in
public settings will increase to 100 people indoors and 150
people outdoors. Exhibition halls and convention centers
are allowed to reopen and overnight summer camps will be
allowed to operate this summer.

Area COVID-19 Numbers Tick Up in First March Report
By Chris Villani
Staff Reporter/Columnist
The rate of COVID-19 infections and the percentage of
positive tests in the Milford area rose towards the end of
February, but remained well below the levels seen during
the winter surge of the virus, according to the first weekly
report released in March by the Massachusetts Department
of Public Health.
DPH reported that Milford added 104 new COVID-19
cases over the two-week span encapsulated in the report
and its daily infection rate rose to 25.3 cases per 100,000
people. Milford has reported a total of 2,527 infections
since the pandemic began. The percentage of positive tests
for the town rose to 4.57 percent, about one percent higher
than the prior week’s report.
Milford remained in the “yellow,” or moderate risk
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category for spread of the virus. The number of high-risk
towns, which for weeks included Milford, has dwindled in
recent weeks as the case counts have dropped around the
state.
The trend has been seen nationally as well, with last
Sunday marking the ninth straight day that new COVID-19
cases had decreased in the United States.
Although Mendon’s numbers increased slightly, the
town stayed in the low risk category. Mendon saw 11
new COVID-19 cases and a rate of 13.6 cases per 100,000
residents. That figure, along with the reported 2.49 percent
positive test rate, was an increase relative to the prior week.
Upton is in an even lower risk group of communities.
The town added five new COVID-19 cases in the two-week
span included in the March 4 report. Its incidence rate of
3.9 cases per 100,000 people remained unchanged relative

Milford Town Crier

to the previous week and the percentage of positive tests
dropped to 0.67 percent.
Massachusetts has had more than half a million
COVID-19 infections and more than 16,000 people have
died after contracting the virus, but the number of cases
has continued to fall as the vaccination count is on the
rise. In the March 4 report, the state’s daily incidence
rate dropped to 21.3 cases per 100,000 residents and the
percentage of positive tests had dropped below 2 percent.
The number of people hospitalized due to COVID-19
had dropped to 665 as of Saturday, March 6, well below
the number hospitalized in January and a fraction of the
springtime surge.

5

Select Board Supports 2.5 percent Raise for Elected Officials
By Kevin Rudden
Staff Reporter/Columnist
The Select Board voted unanimously on February 22 to
support giving all elected officials a 2.5 percent pay increase
in Fiscal Year 2022, which begins next July 1. Finance
Director Zachary Taylor recommended the increase.
The Personnel Board has voted to recommend a similar
percentage increase be given to the town’s so-called “Article
2” non-union employees, Taylor explained. The name,
“Article 2,” refers to the article placed every year on the
Annual Town Meeting warrant. The elected officials are
covered under Article 3 on that warrant.

For the current fiscal year, only the two, full-time elected
employees – the Town Clerk and Highway Surveyor –
received pay raises, Taylor explained. He recommended an
across-the-board increase for all elected positions for the
next fiscal year.
Taylor also provided board members with a brief
overview of how the Fiscal Year 2022 budget is starting to
take shape. Preliminary state aid numbers show Milford
getting a 2.4 percent increase, he explained. “At this point,
we seem to be in a pretty good position,” he said.
Budget request packages have gone out to all town
department heads, Taylor said.

Milford Town Employees to
Receive Cybersecurity Training

O’Loughlin Dissents
on Appointment Process

State Senator Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton) announced that over 1,000
municipal employees in his district would be receiving cybersecurity training
through the 2021 Cybersecurity Awareness Grant Program. Among that
number are 250 Milford town employees.
The program is a one-year competitive grant to support local government
efforts to improve overall cybersecurity posture through comprehensive
user training, evaluation, and threat simulation. Participating communities
must demonstrate leadership buy-in and commit to making staff available to
successfully complete the program and be willing to collaborate.

Milford Meetings
Due to the coronavirus, Milford’s Town
Hall has limited hours of operation.
Residents are encouraged to check
the town’s Web site at MilfordMA.Gov
concerning the latest status on posted
meetings, including cancelations or
other special instructions on agendas for
virtual or call in meetings. For additional
information needed, contact the
appropriate Board or official.

HOMEMAKERS/
PC AIDES WANTED
Part Time Jobs
Flexible Hours

Must have car
Work in Milford, Ma area
Call PRIMARY HOME CARE
at

(508) 478-3500

for more information

Monday, March 15
Milford Youth Commission, Via
Telecommunication, 6:15 p.m.

By Kevin Rudden
Staff Reporter/Columnist
Selectman Thomas O’Loughlin voted on
February 22 against the process of replacing
a member of the elected Milford Board of
Assessors, saying filling the vacancy created by
the death of Joseph Niro should not be filled
until after the April 6 Annual Town Election
is held.
“The fact that we ‘re filling this vacancy
now, before the election, I find troubling,
O’Loughlin said, pointing out that Chairman
William Kingkade will be replaced and Joshua
Lioce, a Board of Assessors member, is facing
an opponent in the upcoming election.
The Board of Assessors requested
advertising the open position on its board
and then having a joint Select Board-Board
of Assessors meeting held at which a majority
of the five elected officials – three on the
Select Board and the two remaining Board of
Assessors’ members – select Niro’s replacement
by majority vote.
The new Board
of Assessors’
member would

serve until the 2022 election, according to
Town Administrator Richard Villani.
In a memo to the Select Board, Villani wrote
that Massachusetts General Law Chapter 41,
section 11, states: “If there is a vacancy in a
board consisting of two or more members…
the remaining members shall give written
notice thereof, within one month of said
vacancy to the Selectmen, who with the
remaining members of such board, shall after
one week’s notice, fill the vacancy by roll call
vote.”
O’Loughlin, however, also noted the same
state law allows the Select Board alone to fill
the vacancy if the other board fails to notify
the Select Board within one month of the
vacancy occurring.
Niro passed away on January 26, and the
Board of Assessors sent a letter to the Select
Board, dated February 22, informing it of the
vacancy. The letter fell within the “one month”
cited in state laws to require a joint election.
Selectman Michael Walsh and Kingkade
voted to post the position and hold the joint
board meeting on March 8.

The Mendon Upton Town Crier was
established over 25 years ago. We are
the good news newspaper. We know our
readers and advertisers.
Advertising with us means supporting
the community and recognizing the
strength of a smalltown USA.

Tuesday, March 16
Zoning Board of Appeals, Notice of
Hearing, Remote, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 17
Zoning Board of Appeals 40B Hearing,
6:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 18
Milford Area Humanitarian Coalition at
Trinity Episcopal Church, 6 p.m.

The Select Board wants to review the proposed budgets
for all departments under its supervision prior to them
being submitted to the Finance Committee. Taylor said all
of these departments are scheduled to meet with the board
on March 22 to do so.
Chairman William Kingkade asked Town Administrator
Richard Villani to invite Paul Mazzuchelli – who is running
unopposed in the April 6 Annual Town Election to replace
Kingkade on the board – to attend that March 22 meeting
in order to learn about the budget submissions.

areaglassco@gmail.com

508 422
4400
FULL
SERVICE MOVING AND STORAGE COMPANY
120 Quarry Dr., Milford | gallomoving.com

GUARANTEED PRICING
Flat rate and stress-free

Request a free, no-obligation quote:
ONLINE
www.gallowmoving.com,
or CALL 508-422-4400
It’s the

Right Move.

120 Quarry Drive, Milford, MA 01757

The Gallo Difference

 Uniformed and Professionally Trained Movers
 Background Checks on All Crews
 Free No Obligation Estimates

 Guaranteed, Flat Rate & Stress Free Pricing

Steps we have taken due to Covid-19

1. Contactless surveys – download our app, schedule a virtual survey
or call our office for options.
2. All trucks & equipment are disinfected before & after each move.
3. All crews follow CDC personal hygiene recommendations.

Move with Confidence. Move with Trust. Move with Gallo.
ICC# MC-67234 | USDOT #077949 | MASS DTE #30644
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Recent Actions by Milford Select Board
By Kevin Rudden
Staff Reporter/Columnist
• Held a moment of silence in memory of the late Joseph
Niro, a retired Milford firefighter who served for 41 years
on the Board of Assessors. (February 22)
• Granted a Common Victualler All Alcoholic Beverages
license to San Bartolo, Inc., doing business as Taqueria La
Estrella, at 134 South Main St. Attorney Suzette Ferreira
told the board the liquor license was approved by the
state legislature after it received a request from the town.
Town Meeting members approved that request at the
October 28, 2019 Special Town Meeting. (February 22)
• Approved David Rahall as the new manager of the TGI
Friday’s restaurant at 240 Fortune Blvd. (February 22)
• Approved Finance Director Zachary Taylor’s request to
let the Highway Department spend beyond the $600,000
budgeted for snow and ice removal this fiscal year. “Right
now, we are in a deficit,” he said. Unlike past years, when
the town’s Free Cash account was used to clear the deficit
at Annual Town Meetings, the town will have to raise
and appropriate the money as part of setting the next
fiscal year’s tax rate, Taylor explained. He reminded the
board that the Free Cash account was depleted at the
recent Special Town Meeting. (February 22)
• Town Administrator Richard Villani reported that
Milford will be receiving $819,813 in Chapter 90 road

repair money from the state, an approximately $3,000
increase over the previous year’s funding. (February 22)
• Villani reported that State Senator Ryan Fattman’s
office is working with the Massachusetts Military
Support Foundation’s “Coats4Vets” program to provide
new winter jackets for any veterans who need them.
(February 22)
• Villani reported the Police Department will provide
Milford residents ages 5 and older with rides to nearby
COVID-19 vaccination sites, including Gillette Stadium
in Foxborough. The Senior Staff can help set up these
appointments and coordinate the transportation,
he added. “This is another example of where, as a
community, the Police Department has reached out and
said, ‘We want to help,’” Select Board member Michael
Walsh said. “I just think it’s commendable,” Select Board
member Thomas O’Loughlin commented.
• O’Loughlin gave his update on working with Amazon
to resolve complaints residents make about its tractortrailers and delivery vans. A complaint not previously
made involved vibrations as trucks crossed the Grafton
and Upton Rail Road tracks on Cape Rd. (Rt. 140), he
said. Working with Highway Surveyor Scott Crisafulli,
Town Planner Larry Dunkin and Town Engineer Mike
Dean, he found there is a $150,000 bond posted by the
owners of the new Amazon facility off National St. that

•

•
•
•

can be used to reconfigure the Depot St./South Main St.
intersection, O’Loughlin explained. “They’ve been very,
very cooperative,” he said about Amazon. (February 22)
Reviewed Town Treasurer Christopher Pilla’s memo
detailing that a half-acre town-owned parcel on South
Cedar St. is being sold to Fernando Goncalves for $5,100,
an amount above the $5,000 minimum amount the town
was seeking. At the tentative February 25 closing date,
the town will collect full payment plus an estimated
$131 in property taxes for this fiscal year, Pilla wrote.
(February 22)
Reviewed Crisafulli’s memo requesting permission
to deficit-spend the snow and ice removal budget.
(February 22)
Accepted Vincent Cifizzari’s resignation from the War
Memorial Revitalization Committee.
By a 2-1 vote, with Kingkade dissenting, hired attorney
John Collins of Shrewsbury – who is General Counsel
for the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association – to
defend the town’s actions in placing Police Chief Michael
Pighetti on administrative leave. The vote came during a
closed-door, executive session. (February 22)

Recent Actions by Milford Town Boards

By Kevin Rudden
Staff Reporter/Columnist
Board of Health
• Discussed and approved extending a contract with
Salmon VNA to assist the town with COVID-19 virus
related services on a month-to-month basis as needed.
Board members retroactively approved the company’s
services for the month of January, but said they were not
needed in February due to a decline in the number of
new cases. (February 23)
• “The good news is, our numbers have been coming
down,” Public Health Director Jackie Murphy said,
noting the positivity rate for the COVID-19 virus testing
was below five percent for the past two weeks. (February
23)
• Noting changing state guidelines, Murphy said Milford
is now researching whether to participate in a multitown local COVID-19 vaccine clinic with Uxbridge and
other towns. The clinic would have to provide at least 750
shots per day, five days per week, and could be located in
Milford one day each week, she said. (February 23)
• The Health Department office is receiving many,
many calls from residents seeking help to sign-up for
COVID-19 vaccine appointments, Murphy said. “We’re
making it extremely difficult to access vaccines,” she
commented about the state’s online registration system.
“Once the manufacturing supply chain opens more, I’m
hopeful” there will be more doses of vaccine available,
she added. (February 23)
Planning Board
• Approved reconfiguring lots at 56, 58, 60 and 66 Mount
Pleasant St. to create three zoning-conforming lots and a

6.5-acre lot for possible future development. (March 2)
Meeting, back to the Planning Board for its required
• Approved an amended site plan allowing Milford
public hearing. At the Special Town Meeting earlier
Ceramic Tile to locate at 146 South Main St., with the
this year, an amendment regarding massage parlors was
condition that striping for parking spaces be added to the
passed, but the wording on the warrant was incorrect,
engineering plan before it is officially signed. (March 2)
Dunkin explained. The proposal being sent to the Select
• Voted to recommend favorable action to the Zoning
Board contains two versions: one for if the state Attorney
Board of Appeals (ZBA) on a variance/special permit
General’s Office approves the wording that was just
request by John Zacchilli and Joseph Antonellis to return
passed, or one for if the wording is not approved. Dunkin
their professional office building at 288 Main St. back to a
said the town should hear back from the Attorney
two-family residential use. (March 2)
General’s Office – which reviews all Zoning By-law
• Voted to send a favorable recommendation to the
changes – prior to the Annual Town Meeting. (March 2)
ZBA on a special permit request to reduce the amount
of fuel storage at 1 National St. from the more than
15,000 gallons allowed
by the ZBA in 1998 to a
745-gallon tank associated
with a diesel generator
and a 115-gallon tank
associated with a diesel
fire pump. The requested
reduction is related to the
recent redevelopment of
the property from a glass
bottle manufacturing
plant to a warehouse,
according to Town
Planner Larry Dunkin.
Cristina Morrissiey
Dave Sampson
(March 2)
Area Branch Manager
Mortgage Consultant
• Voted to ask the Select
Home Equity Consultant
David.Sampson@unibank.com
Board to remand a
Cristina.Morrissiey@unibank.com
508.849.4323 • NMLS# 688948
proposed Zoning By-law
508.529.3297 • NMLS# 583181
amendment, planned to
be on the Annual Town

Whether you’re building or buying a new
home, want to make improvements to your
current home or looking to refinance, we have

the loan you need.
Our experts have been serving
the financial needs of the community
for over 150 years!

Dr. Steven V. Pittman, DMD | Dr. John P. Ouano, DMD | Dr. Wael Youseff, DMD | Dr. Jennifer Frangos, DDS

WISDOM TEETH REMOVAL

A wisdom tooth or third molar can become trapped under the gums and
become infected or damage the other teeth. We have performed
thousands of wisdom tooth extractions. It takes less than an hour and
can be done right in our offices. Before removing a wisdom tooth, we'll
evaluate them and answer all of your questions.

DENTAL IMPLANTOLOGY

Dental implants are the most innovative area in
dentistry today. Spaces from missing teeth can be
fixed using dental implants - titanium "anchors"
that are used to substitute tooth roots to support a
dental crown or bridge. With implants, you can talk,
eat and laugh like you did with your natural teeth."
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Apply online today at www.unibank.com
113 Water Street, Milford, MA 01757

508-473-7900

223 Walnut St., Ste 2, Framingham 01702

508-879-8004

172 Main Street, Northborough, MA 01532

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270 • www.unibank.com
UniBank NMLS #583135 • Member FDIC/Member DIF
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Home Improvement

Giuliano Construction & Remodeling
m
Bathrooels
Remod

THINK GLOBALLY
ACT LOCALLY

774-573-9811
John Giuliano

ByAnne Mazar

References Available | Licensed & Insured
Cubixx.john@gmail.com | Free Estimates

A Resilient Power for
Texas and Your Home
Texas recently experienced widespread
subfreezing temperatures creating a
humanitarian crisis for millions of Texans.
Initially, false claims blamed the outages
on wind power. There were some frozen
wind turbines, because they had not been
winterized. The Electric Reliability Council of
Energy for all seasons. This home in Mendon with solar panels and a battery
Texas, which manages the state’s power grid,
back-up provides efficient and affordable electricity, while delivering power to
stated that most of the power outages were
the home during power outages. Over 400 homes and businesses in Mendon
due to losses in coal, natural gas and nuclear
and Upton have solar. Learn more at SolarizeMendonUpton.com
energy. Federal regulators had recommended
Alejna Brugos photo.
that Texas winterize their power stations,
because of a 2011 cold snap that revealed
helping to prevent power outages.
this weakness in the Texas power grid. Warnings went
For example, consumers can have their own reliable
unheeded.
power station on the roof of their home or business with
Counterintuitively, there is a growing body of
solar PV. With solar panels there is less reliance on the grid,
evidence that the freezing temperatures were a result
less loss of power during outages (if you also have solar
of global warming. NASA data shows that the Artic
battery back-up) and avoidance of increasing electrical
is warming at a rate almost three times the rate of the
rates. Solar is a no emissions power source. If you include
rest of the planet. Through a complex process, when
the manufacturing, the CO2 output is minimal and solar
the Artic warms it can weaken the polar jet stream.
panels and batteries are recyclable. Solar is efficient with
The polar jet stream is a band of air currents that holds
no energy loss through transmission lines. Instead, the
the cold air mass, the polar vortex, in the northernly
free energy of the sun is collected on the roof and used
regions of the globe. Observations are finding that the
directly in the home or business. The excess power created
warming weakens the polar jet stream allowing the
from solar is sent to the grid for others to use. Electric
cold air mass to dip farther southward than usual.
companies credit this power so that the homeowner or
Our current energy grid was developed over 100
business can receive free power from the grid when the sun
years ago and needs updating to incorporate digital
is not shining.
technology. A “smart grid” is more efficient, reliable,
There are many financial incentives in solar, including
secure and greener. It utilizes many distributed clean
a Massachusetts rebate of up to $1,000, 26-percent federal
energy sources instead of reliance focused only on
income tax credit, payment for energy generated through
large centralized power plants. A smart grid is flexible and
the SMART program and 0-percent down, low interest
enables energy to flow in many
loans. The return on investment is typically five to seven
directions efficiently targeting
years and then free electricity from the sun for 20 more
where energy is needed
years. To learn more visit SolarizeMendonUpton.com

Production Roofing Company

Firewood Now Available
Mulch • Pavers • Decorative Stone • Loam

It’s not too late for a new patio!
Fire Pits in stock
HOURS: Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat 7-2, Closed Sun
Order 5+ yards of mulch and get
FREE DELIVERY to following towns:

Kevin McLaughlin

MA HIC 187065-CSL098647

508-529-6887

Hopedale
Upton
Mendon

Milford
Northbridge
Homeowners Only

www.heritagesidingwindows.com

(508) 634-3300
www.cookfpi.com
252 Milford St, Rte 140, Upton




With a Wi-FI garage door opener, you’ll always know
your little ones are protected. You can check if the
garage door was left open - and close it
- right from your smartphone.

     
  

LiftMaster© 8550W Wi-Fi
Garage Door Opener

  
   
  
JOLICOEUR OVERHEAD DOORS

745 South Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019
508-883-4522 • www.mygaragedoor.com
©
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Home Improvement
Electronics
Recycling Day
The First Congregational Church of Milford,
4 Congress St., is sponsoring an Electronics
Recycling Day on Saturday, May 1, from 8 a.m.
to 12 noon. Social distancing and wearing masks
and gloves will be required.
All computer monitors, computers, parts and
accessories, faxes, copiers, printers, scanners
and TV’s can be recycled. Recycling fees range
from $5 to $35 per item; cash only. Cell phones
can be recycled at no charge and will be donated
to charities that recycle and reuse them. The
recycling vendor will erase and shred all hard
drives at no additional cost. The church ensures
99 percent of dropped off items will be reused and
recycled.
A drive through process in the church parking
lot will allow those donating to quickly drop
off their items where help will be available. Use
Church St. entrance.

Free, Virtual
Homebuyer
Seminar
Milford Community School Use Program and
Michael Shain of Bay Equity Home Loans will host
a free virtual homebuyer seminar on Wednesday,
March 24, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Anyone considering homeownership will learn
crucial information for home buying success at
the seminar and leave with the tools needed to get
started with the search.
Topics will include the importance of good
credit; finding the right mortgage loan program;
the benefits of being pre-approved; mortgage
programs offering no and low down payment
options; the difference between buyer agents and
listing agents; items to include in the offer; and
how buyers with the latest information will be
more successful in the ever-changing real estate
market.
Registration is required by calling 508-478-1119
or visiting MilfordCommunityProgram.activityreg.
com The link to register for the Homebuying
Seminar is under “Adult Programs”. Select “Virtual
Home Buying” from the list to sign up. A link to
the virtual event will be sent the day before and day
of the event.

How and Why to Build
a Raised Garden Bed This Season
Courtesy StatePoint
Fairly easy to construct and even easier to
maintain, raised garden beds are a great way to
raise plants and vegetables in the comfort and
convenience of your backyard.
In a recent episode of the Exmark Original
Series, “Done-in-A-Weekend-Extreme,”
landscape designer and show host, Doug
Scott, spoke to organic gardener Joe Lamp’l of
“Growing a Greener World” about the ins and
outs of raised garden beds.
Here are some of the top insights and tips
Lamp’l shared.
• Why use raised garden beds? A raised garden
bed can help facilitate the ideal growing
Raised garden beds create visual interest and an ideal growing
environment, as most people don’t have that
environment. StatePoint graphic
perfect soil naturally in their yard. Their
accessibility makes them easier to work in
10-feet 6-inches in length. And six, 6 x 6 timbers, each
and maintain. Plus, they’re a nice architectural design
measuring 4-feet 6-inches in length. Drill rebar holes in
element in any landscape.
each timber.
• What’s the ideal size? The main rule of the thumb applies
2. Once the first layer of bed has been placed, leveled and
to width. The bed should be no wider than 4 feet, as you
squared in your desired location, fasten the corners
never want to compact the soil when working. Length
using 10-inch wood screws. Secure the entire layer to the
however, is based on personal preference and needs. As
ground with 10 pieces of rebar.
far as height is concerned, you want the roots to be able
3. Place the second layer of timbers, staggering the corners
to grow out and down as much as possible -- 6-inches at
and fastening them with wood screws. Secure this layer to
minimum. While 12-inches is common, anything higher
the first with ten 10-inch galvanized spikes.
is a bonus.
4. Install galvanized cloth to prevent burrowing pests from
• What materials work best? Treated lumber is the most
eating earthworms and destroying plants.
readily available and economical material and will likely
5. Place the third layer of timbers (following above
last the longest, however, being an organic gardener
directions.)
Lamp’l prefers untreated hardwood, as it lasts almost as
6. Fill with soil
long and doesn’t contain chemicals. Other materials such
and plants.
as rocks, old tubs, etc., can work too.
For more
• Where’s the best location? Build your raised garden bed
tips and
on level ground, in full sun exposure near a water supply.
complete build
DIY Instructions:
instructions,
To build a 10-foot x 4-foot x 18-inch raised bed, you’ll
visit Exmark.
need:
com/backyard.
• Nine 6-inch x 6-inch x 12-foot cedar timbers
There you can
• Tape measure, t-square and marking pencil
also access
• A saw and extension cord
other series,
• One box of 10-inch heavy-duty exterior wood screws
including
• Ten 24-inch x 1/2-inch rebar stakes
“Prime Cuts”
• Twenty 10-inch galvanized timber spikes
and “Dream
• Sledgehammer, hammer, level, impact drill and long drill
Yards.”
bit
• Hardware cloth, wire cutters and fence staples
• Protective gear
• Shovels and wheelbarrow (to transport soil)
1. Begin by cutting six, 6 x 6 timbers, each measuring

LET US clean out YOUR
unwanted JUNK!
We Take Everything! ___ DUMPSTERS AVAILABLE

Mention The Town Crier
for these great offers!

$25 off

a full truck or
dumpster

$299

15 yard
dumpster

not to be combined with other offers

We Beat ALL Competitor Pricing

774-287-1133

TakeAwayJunk.com
affordablejunkremoval@gmail.com
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MILFORD TOWN LIBRARY
80 Spruce St., Milford, 508-473-2145
Mon thru Thur 9-9 • Fri 9-6 • Sat 9-5
www.milfordtownlibrary.org

Submitted by Mary Frances Best
Milford Town Library
Seating Returns to the Library
Seating for the public is back in place at the library as has access
to newspapers. Patrons can now sit at tables with their laptops, or to
read magazines and newspapers.
There is a daily limit of two hours for sitting, and we request that
chairs not be moved. Food and drink are still prohibited. Patrons may
not sit together – and this includes families.
Tax Information
Currently the library has Federal 1040 and 1040 SR tax forms as
well as resident and non-resident Massachusetts tax forms. These
may be found on a cart near the front door. We are still waiting to
receive the 1040 Federal Instruction Booklets.
In person tax aide appointments through AARP were very limited
this year and filled up quickly.
Those need help completing taxes, and having access to a
computer and Internet, may be able to receive virtual tax assistance
by visiting TaxAide.AARPfoundation.org and clicking “Get Started”.
The Bay State: A Multicultural Landscape: Portraits of New
Americans
Nationally recognized photographer Mark Chester, author of The
Bay State: A Multicultural Landscape Portraits of New Americans
brings his portraits to the Milford Town Library from March 10
through April 30. To date, the portraits have been exhibited in nearly
100 libraries.
Chester has attended naturalization swearing-in ceremonies all
over the state to meet and photograph hundreds of individuals who
have become new American citizens. Son of an immigrant from
Belarus, Russia, he has photographed people from 190 countries,
including North Korea. Given Milford’s own rich immigrant history,
this exhibit shouldn’t be missed. Ireland, Ecuador, North Korea,
Portugal, Ukraine and many more will be part of the mix.
This exhibit is made possible through a grant from the Milford
Cultural Council, which in turn is funded by the Massachusetts
Cultural Council. To make a secure contribution to the project, visit
https://miracoalition.kindful.com/?campaign=271797
Center Book Group
The Center Book Group will meet via Zoom on Tuesday, March 16
at 10 a.m. to discuss The Family Upstairs by Lisa Jewell.
This psychological thriller opens with 25-year old Libby Jones

receiving an inheritance of a posh and pricey London mansion in the
Chelsea neighborhood. This surprising bit of good news soon grows
dark with devilish details behind the bequest. Fans of Ruth Ware and
B.A. Paris will find similar twists and complexities of family secrets
and motives.
To reserve a copy of The Family Upstairs or to receive a
ZOOM invitation, please call Anne at 508-473-2145, ext 219 or
email aberard@cwmars.org
Friends of the Library Book Sales
The Friends of the Milford Town Library are holding ongoing book
sales on Thursday and Saturdays in the lower level Program Room.
The next sale dates are Thursdays March 11 and 18 from 3 to 6 p.m.;
and Saturdays March 13 and 20 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. New materials
will be added for each sale.
The number of shoppers allowed in the room will be limited and
masks must be worn at all times.
Books, audio books, CDs, DVDs, and puzzles are available. Adult
prices are 50 cents for mass-market (small pocket-size) paperbacks,
and $1 for hardcovers and trade (large-sized) paperbacks. All
Children’s books are 25 cents. Proceeds from the sale allow the
Friends to fund programs, museum passes and materials for the
library.
Donations of materials for sale are only being accepted on Fridays
and Saturdays, and must be placed on the cart near the elevator.
Milford Town Library Seed Drive
The Youth Services Department of the Milford Town Library
is conducting a Seed Drive until March 21. People may donate
unopened packets of seeds or request seeds.
Donated seeds may be dropped off in the Children’s Room, or
placed in the Book Drop if they are placed in an envelope labelled
with the donor’s name and contact information. The contact
information is to assure that we provide patrons with different seeds
than they donate.
To request seeds, complete the form located at
MilfordTownLibrary.org.
Seed pickup will be available March 26 to April 1 in the Children’s
Room or by requesting curbside pickup.
Contemporary Book Group
The Contemporary Book Group meets on Thursday, March 25
at 7 p.m. for a ZOOM discussion of Pretty Things by Janelle Brown,
an unsettling yarn about the undisclosed perks and pitfalls of social

MICHELANGELO
BON TEMPO
for Town Moderator
A commitment to serve with
integrity and fairness
for the long-term.

media, as two widely different women are brought together by the
scam of a lifetime.
To reserve a copy of Pretty Things, or for more information about
the group, email Shelley at ssgammt@cwmars.org.
Cookbook Club
The Cookbook Club meets Wednesday, April 7 to make dishes from
My Greek Table which was the scheduled book for April 2020, before
the coronavirus shut us down.
This cookbook has something for everyone and Greek food seems
perfect for Easter. Several copies of the book have been ordered and
will be available for members at the Circulation Desk. To join send
Mary Frances an email at mfbest@cwmars.org.
Museum Pass Update
Currently there are only two available museum passes, The New
England Aquarium and The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum. Please
call the Circulation Desk at 508-473-2145, ext. 2 to book, change or
cancel a reservation for a pass.
A Reminder
While the Milford Town Library has reopened to the public,
patrons are reminded that face masks must be worn at all times and
social distancing maintained. Some services such as computer help
are still suspended and print jobs should be conducted via email.
Wi-Fi Available in Library Parking Lot
Wi-Fi is now available to library patrons in the library parking lot.
Print jobs can be sent to the library printer, and can be picked up
inside. For more information on remote Wi-Fi printing, pick up a copy
of instructions at the Information Desk or visit MilfordTownLibrary.
org under Services-Wireless Printing.
Current Magazines – Borrow Now
Our current issues of magazines, once in plastic covers and
unavailable for patrons to borrow, can now be checked out with a
library card for one week.
Library of Things
The Milford Library now has even more items in its Library of
Things that may be borrowed with a valid library card. This nontraditional collection of things is to help our patrons learn, play and
grow. Why buy when you can borrow?
Visit MilfordTownLibrary/things.org for a complete list.

MOODY
for

MODERATOR
Town Meeting is the engine that
keeps the Town of Milford running.
The moderator runs the meeting and must be:

Over the past three years, I have worked on a committee tasked with bringing
Milford’s town meeting into the 21st century: the Town Meeting Study and
Improvement Committee. The efforts of this committee have already brought
about seven key improvements to the proceedings of town meeting resulting
in a more productive and efficient town meeting experience, but there is still
more work to be done.
As your Town Moderator, I intend to actively support
• Updating a 1950 procedural rule for handling the budget (Article 4)
• Updating the Standing Votes on Town Meeting Rules

ü Experienced
Gerry has practiced municipal law for 45 years.
ü Educated
Gerry graduated cum laude from Providence College
and Suffolk University Law School.
ü Efficient
As moderator, Gerry ran the 2020 Special Town Meeting
in a methodical and coherent manner.

• The Town Meeting Study and Improvement Committee’s efforts in
 Developing a Town Meeting Handbook
 Creating a New Member Orientation and Education Program
 Developing electronic presentation guidelines

Vote for experience!

 Investigating the use of electronic voting at Town Meeting

“The most important body of local government is our representative Town
Meeting. We are 21 years into a new century, and I am committed, as your
next Moderator, to pursuing the most up-to-date technologies and best
practices to run the meetings more efficiently and to allow every voter an
opportunity to be heard.” ~ Mike ~

Vote for

Gerald Moody for
Town Moderator
April 6, 2021

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Michelangelo Bon Tempo - Moderator
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Walking on Snow
This winter’s snowy weather did not stop the Milford Girl Scouts from having fun
outdoors. The troops in the town recently purchased snowshoes so Milford Girl Scouts
could take part in some outdoor activities. All levels from kindergarten Daisies to high
school Seniors have been enjoying the fun and walking on the snow covered trails in
the woods.

RMV Reminds Customers
to Renew Expired
Inspection Stickers
The Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV) is ramping up customer
communication efforts to encourage anyone driving one of over 584,000 registered
vehicles with an expired Massachusetts’ inspection sticker on their vehicle’s front
windshield to make a plan to get their annual inspection and update their sticker as
soon as possible. All vehicles registered in Massachusetts must pass a yearly vehicle
emissions and safety inspection, also known as the Massachusetts Vehicle Check
Program, which is essential to the safety of the Commonwealth’s environment and
roadways.
At the outset of the COVID-19 pandemic, some extensions were granted to
annual inspection stickers expiring between March and May of 2020, however
those extensions have since expired and no further extensions are planned. There
are 1,800 local inspection stations, many of whom are small businesses, across
Massachusetts that are open for business and conducting inspections in accordance
with state public health guidelines and safety protocols. Customers are encouraged
to visit the Inspection Station Locator to find a location near them and plan their
trip to update their sticker.
The RMV is teaming up with the Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection (MassDEP), Massachusetts State Police (MSP), local law enforcement,
and other business partners to remind customers of this time-sensitive requirement.
While driving any motor vehicle without a valid inspection sticker is a traffic
violation that may result in a fine and impact individual insurance rates, the RMV is
asking law enforcement to use their discretion at this time and help remind and not
cite those with expired stickers it’s time to renew.
An email reminder will be sent to the 437,000 individuals with an address on
file. Other communication efforts will include social media outreach, reminders
to RMV business partners and law enforcement, and buck-slip reminders will be
included in registration mailings to encourage customers to “Check Ya Stickah” and
take appropriate steps as needed.

Shown, l-r, are: Daisies Shea Gauthier, Juliette Schwenke and Vanessa Cincotta walking
along a path in the woods on their snowshoes. Milford Girl Scout photo

MATTHEW

STAY
HEALTHY
AND
SAFE!

ZACCHILLI
FOR

School Committee

Education is the single greatest service Milford offers to its residents. Our district
now needs urgency and focus to drive a progressive agenda.
I will increase our education and support services.
I will bring forth modern programs and facilities.
I will further drive technology as a service to our students.
To accomplish these goals, Milford needs a leader and a facilitator with a proactive
vision. I will leverage my 20 years of experience uniting stakeholders, many with
educational institutions, to be that leader for our community!
Election Day is Tuesday, April 6, 2021
(Paid for by the Committee to Elect Matthew Zacchilli)

Ready for some fun are Cadette Ava Sweeney
and her sister, Grace. Milford
Girl Scout photo

Striking a pose is Senior Natalie daCunha.
Milford Girl Scout photo
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School News

Milford Schools Plan on Full Return to the Classroom in April
By Scott Calzolaio
Staff Reporter
Teachers are being vaccinated and
COVID-19 cases are trending down in
the Milford Public Schools, as School
Superintendent, Kevin McIntyre says the
district is getting ready for a full return to
the classroom in early April.
The Massachusetts Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education
(DESE) put out new guidelines in February,
mandating that public schools return fulltime in-person phasing in on April 5.
The return to the classroom comes with
some changes in COVID-19 protocols.

New England Steak
& Seafood Restaurant
TAKE OUT AVAILABLE
INDOOR SEATING

Daily 4-10, Sun noon - 9, Closed Tuesday

Open for Lunch Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday.

Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
www.nesteakandseafood.com

McIntrye said students in grades K through
5 will be placed three feet apart instead of
the previous six feet of social distancing.
The change for students and teachers will
follow the latest guidance from the federal
Center for Disease Control (CDC).
“We’ve completed an assessment of our
district’s buildings, and at the K through
5 level, we will be able to return students
at three-feet of distance,” he said. “Our
middle and high school will have some
challenges. For example, at the high school
level, 20 percent of the sections (class sizes)
are unable to physically fit in a classroom
within 3-feet of distance.”

Classrooms that are too small, or classes
that are too big will be adjusted to fit. In
some cases, that will mean rearranging
rooms, or relocating certain classes to
bigger spaces.
In the weeks leading up to April 5,
administrators and custodial staff will be
working to make the necessary adjustments
as the school committee plans out the
phased re-opening.
McIntrye reminded families that students
enrolled in full-remote learning will be
able to continue doing so. McIntrye also
emphasized that families will need to
continue using all of the precautions put

BVT Launches Meal Delivery Service with Grant
The Blackstone Valley Vocational Regional School District
(BVT) received a $75,000 Share Our Strength’s No Kid Hungry
grant. The funding will allow BVT to take its Drive-up Meal
Service off-campus and on the road, expanding access to nutritious
school meals through a new Meal Delivery Service. The program is
open to all BVT students during the 2020–2021 school year.
Whether students are on campus or in distance
learning, having continued access to nutritious meals
is vital to their health and wellbeing. Childhood
hunger can have a devastating and long-lasting
effect on a child’s physical, emotional, and academic
wellbeing. The free Meal Delivery Service addresses
issues of food access and economic inequalities many
students face during the COVID-19 pandemic by
utilizing their School Based Health Center to support

These are our neighbors.
Business owners with the ideas, motivation and commitment to
serve their customers, employees and community.
At Charles River Bank, we are proud to provide the powerful
solutions and personal connections these business owners and
entrepreneurs can count on in good – and uncertain – times.

Twenty-two firefighters from 11 departments including Mendon and Hopedale graduated for
the Massachusetts Firefighting Academy on February 28. MFA photo

Visit CharlesRiverBank.com
to learn more about these local businesses, and discover how
Charles River Bank can help you.

70 Main Street • Medway • 508.533.8661
2 South Maple Street • Bellingham • 508.966.2857
1 Hastings Street • Mendon • 508.422.9792

Each depositor is insured by the FDIC to at least $250,000.
All deposits above the FDIC insurance amount are insured
by the Depositors Insurance Fund. Member FDIC

the needs of its students enrolled in the program.
The delivery service provides a more convenient, user-friendly
meal distribution plan for students, as they, or their parents, will no
longer have to commute to pick-up the meals at BVT. This program
removes the most prominent financial/transportation barriers to
ensure students with the greatest need for food receive nutritious
meals during the pandemic. The service is appealing now to a more
significant number of students and parents who need the meals.
BVT can effectively address requests for food assistance with the
No Kid Hungry grant. The grant supports equipment and supply
expenses related to transporting and distributing packages of
meals directly to its students in the 13-town district and additional
support services available through the School Based Health Center.
For more information or to sign up a BVT student, please visit
ValleyTech.k12.ma.us/mealdeliveryservice.

Firefighters Graduate from
Firefighting Academy

Behind every
local business
is a neighbor
you know.
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out by the Center for Disease Control
(CDC), and the pandemic is not yet over.
Teachers in the district expect to start
being vaccinated for COVID-19 starting
in March. Massachusetts Governor Charlie
Baker announced recently that teachers and
school staff members are eligible for the
vaccines beginning March 11. Right now
the school personnel must register for the
vaccines at any of the vaccination sites run
by pharmacies, the state or local clinics.

Equal Housing Lender
NMLS# 743045

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey and Deputy State Fire Marshal Maribel Fournier
announced the graduation of 22 members of the Massachusetts Firefighting Academy
(MFA) Call/Volunteer Recruit Firefighter Training Class #90. They received certificates of
completion on Sunday, February 28, 2021at the Department of Fire Services Stow campus.
The 22 graduates represent the 11 fire departments of Berlin, Douglas, Dudley, Grafton,
Hopedale, Leicester, Mendon, Sherborn, Uxbridge, Webster, and Weston.
Mendon firefighters in the class are Nicole Braun, Leonard Morgante and Jared Plumb.
Hopedale firefighters in the class are Justin Carnaroli, Adam Kaminski-Miller and Kristin
Krauss.
“First responders are on the frontlines protecting their communities and these
newest firefighters are needed now more than ever. We have taken greater advantage of
online learning technology, reduced group training size to increase social distancing,
implemented screening, and required mask-wearing to keep our instructors and students
as safe as possible during these uncertain times,” said Fournier, who is the interim director.
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School News
Extra Credits

Milford Public School
Activities and Events
Compiled by Scott Calzolaio
Districtwide: Grab and Go Lunch Site is available for
all Remote Learners 0-18 at Memorial Elementary School
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.., Monday through Friday from 5 to
6 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Enter the parking
lot from Walnut St., drive up to the side cafeteria, and exit
through the Stacy Middle School bus loop to Spruce St.
Districtwide Spirit Week, sponsored by the District
Wellness Committee is March 15-22.
Milford High School: Congratulations to senior Olivia
Champagne for being named as one of more than 4,500
candidates in the 2021 U.S. Presidential Scholars Program.
The candidates were selected from nearly 3.6 million
students expected to graduate from U.S. high schools in
the year 2021. The Commission on Presidential Scholars,
a group of up to 32 eminent citizens appointed by the
President, will select the finalists, and the Department of
Education will announce the Scholars in May.

Stacy Middle School: Stacy Middle School is working
towards college and career readiness. Student Council is
working closely with administrators to develop March
activities to explore career interests among the students
Woodland Elementary School: Principal Tim Kearnan
has announced student appointments to the Principal’s
Council. Selected students selected are recognized for
their consistent acts “Kindness”, by consistently shown it
throughout the year to others..
The students selected are: Grade 3: Izabella Flores
Davilla, Liam Falk, Nolan Falk, Melissa DeOliveira,
Yelisha Tabares Sanchez, Brandon Healey, John Nnyanzi,
Kamilla Carvalho, Aria Sobers, Izabella Kelly, Brandon
DiGiallonardo, Bryn Ballard, Vitoria Couto, Allison
Carrier, Antonia Damata, Jully Silva, Maeve Miller and
Enzo Santos.
Grade 4: Tioluwani Ojoseitan, Fabiano De Aguiar, Leslie
Huerta, Aislyn Murphy, Mateus Ferreira, Francesca Veo,
Gabriel De Souza, Isabelly Rodrigues De Lana, Jordyn
Mauricio, Neadan Correa, Joshika Sakthidasan, Vanessa
Perez, Anthony Pellegrine, Jose Arana Asencio and
Margaret Holland.
Grade 5: Andrew Brown, Jayden Mack, Gianna Renaud,

Lucca De Souza, Sthefany Prado, Gabriella Ferreira, Hailey
Fahey, Rachel Avelar, Ashlynn Evans, Mya Carneiro,
Savannah Luca, Kaylla Prates, Christopher Louis, Isabella
DeSantis and Keypson Santos.
Memorial Elementary School: “Read Across America”
Day was celebrated March 2. In honor of “Read Across
America” day, the PTO purchased a book for every student.
Principal Lisa Burns is pleased to announce that March
is Music in Our Schools month at Memorial. The theme
this year is, “The Sound of My Heart.” Students will be
decorating hearts and sharing how music makes their
heart feel. Social emotional learning will be integrated
throughout the project. The hearts will be displayed
throughout the school.
Brookside Elementary School: Brookside Spirit Week
the week of March 1. Students and staff showed their school
spirit by dressing up each day. The days included Crazy
Sock Day, Mismatch Day, Crazy Hair/Hat Day, Brookside
Gear/Blue White Day, and Pajama Day.

School Committee Approves Five Articles for
the Annual Town Meeting Warrant
By Scott Calzolaio
Staff Reporter
During their Thursday, February 25
meeting, the school committee approved
a list of specific warrant articles for the
district that will be up for a vote at the
Annual Town Meeting on Monday,
May 24. The five articles include general
maintenance and replacement requests,
annual reallocations of funding and moneys
to purchase new equipment for student
use in the STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math) Continuing
Education and Career Readiness program.
Here’s a breakdown of the specific school
requests to be voted on at Town Meeting.
Vending Machines
The first school related article on the
warrant is a normal annual request by the

School District to have moneys generated
by the vending machines in the high school
moved from the town’s general fund to the
principal’s account to be spent for programs
or equipment that will benefit students.
The article states that the money would
be used to fund items for students not
covered in the School Department budget.
A positive Town Meeting vote would result
in the transfer of $2,763.68 generated from
January through December 2020 from the
general fund.
Internet Access
In another normal annual request, the
schools are asking to use the remainder
of funds in the account set aside to pay
for Comcast Verizon PEG Access. Under
contract, the school district is required to
update technology in order to keep up with

the internet services provided.
Lab equipment
This article proposes to spend $160,000
on new lab equipment for Milford High
School. The proposed equipment would
support new curriculum in biotechnology,
chemical, and physical science. The goal is
continued education and career readiness
in STEM fields and is the third phase of
this program. It would allow the equipment
to be purchased ahead of the 2021-2022
school year so the program would be ready
start when schools open in the fall.
New plow vehicle
The school district is also supporting
the move to purchase a new multimaintenance plow vehicle. The new plow/
multi-maintenance vehicle would replace a
2007 Ford 350 plow truck, and a 2005 van

used for hauling equipment. The estimated
cost of the new vehicle is $70,000 which
includes retrofitting to handle a variety of
tasks. Both older vehicles failed inspection.
Partial roof replacement at Memorial
Elementary
Last replaced in 1995, the roof over the
library at Memorial Elementary School
has been leaking for some time. The school
district is asking for $60,000 to replace
the asphalt roof over the library only. The
remainder of the school roof over the rest
of the building was replaced in 2008.
The committee has not yet acted on
the overall budget request for the school
district for the 2021-2022 school year.
Town meeting members will act on the
requests when they meet on May 24 for the
Annual Town Meeting.

QCC Receives Millions to Help Drive Student Success
Quinsigamond Community College, Worcester, has
received $2.4 million in federal emergency funds from the
Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund II, authorized
by the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act (CRRSAA), to support students.
The College has also allocated an additional $1 million
in institutional funds to assist students during the
Coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic.
“This unprecedented time in our history requires us
to dig deep and support our students in every possible
way. This funding will go a long way in helping students
realize their dreams of a better life,” said President Luis G.
Pedraja, Ph.D. “QCC is the first choice for many students
in our region, from traditional high school students, non-

traditional students, and students interested in beginning
their education to transfer to a 4-year college or university.”
QCC has continued to increase its support services
since the onset of the Coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic,
recognizing the financial challenges many students are
currently facing.
“Students have lost jobs, or had their hours decreased,
and are now facing emergency expenses. Yet they continue
to persevere in their quest for a better life through higher
education. Our goal is to make sure that every student who
has a dream for a quality education can obtain one,” Dr.
Pedraja said.
The College instituted a Student Emergency Fund
for students in significant hardship at the onset of the

Graduate
Owen Mulcahy
Coastal Carolina University in Conway,
S.C. recently recognized nearly 700
students during its in-person Fall 2020
commencement ceremony held on
December 11. Among the graduates was
Owen Mulcahy a Interdis Studies major
from Milford
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Dean’s List
The following Milford residents were named to the Dean’s
List at their respective schools.
Emmanuel College, Boston: Camryn Hatstat, Sonia Lizotte,
Karly Buckenmaier, Angela Pillarella and Caroline Tempesta.
University of Rhode Island, Kingston, R.I.: Zach Austin,
Brianna Croteau, Rush Daruwalla, Mackenzie Hopkins,
Michael Khoury, Kirsten Kluesner, Lily Rizza and Tyler
Wetherbee.

Milford Town Crier

pandemic. These funds are also available to students
exempt from receiving certain federal aid due to
citizenship, residency or enrollment status. Thanks to
the Student Emergency Fund, 571 students have received
emergency aid to date.
“It is imperative we do everything we can to help our
students mitigate the cost of higher education. In today’s
economy, people are realizing that minimizing debt
through affordable college options is a smarter decision
that will have positive and far-reaching implications,” Dr.
Pedraja said.
For more information about QCC, visit QCC.mass.edu.

CPR Etc.
CPR, AED, First Aid Training
Bloodborne Pathogen

On-Site Training
Companies • Schools • Private (in-home)
No Class Too Small • Any Time, Anywhere
Susan Tetreault
508-473-3630
Licensed & Insured
cpr_etc@comcast.net
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Hardcastle Seizes Opportunity to Play College LAX
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Blackstone Valley Tech senior Ben Hardcastle did not have the
chance to play lacrosse during his junior year. But the Upton native
made the most out of the chance to showcase his skills at a pair
of tournaments last fall, catching the eye of the coaching staff at
American International College and earning the chance to play for
the Yellow Jackets.
Hardcastle admitted that, when he first received an email from
the AIC coach, the school was not on his radar.
“I did some research and I found out they had the major I
wanted,” he said. “As time went on, I toured the school and met the
coaching staff and I decided in December that I wanted to commit
there.”
The chance came as a result of strong performances in a pair
of showcases in Taunton and New Hampshire. Hardcastle said
playing college lacrosse was not a focus of his over the past
couple of seasons. When he joined the Valley Tech program as
a sophomore, it was the first time he had played the sport since

elementary school. In addition to joining the lacrosse program at
AIC, he said he plans to study media and communications with his
goal being a career in sports journalism.
Hardcastle said he was “blown away” by drawing interest from
college programs and having the chance to play at the next level
could help ease the sting of losing an entire season from his high
school career.
“Not having a junior year really stunk,” he said. “But it made me
not take it for granted and made me want to work even harder to
come back strong next spring.”
Hardcastle said he worked out in a small group that included
his brother, Paul, and fellow BVT senior Jack Kinsella, who is also
planning to play college lacrosse.
“I think it really improved our games tremendously,” Hardcastle
said. “We got together a couple of times per week and it paid
dividends.”
Hardcastle said he is grateful for the guidance of his parents,
Moreen and David and his sister, Molly, a BVT freshman. Both
parents played sports at the college level, field hockey for Moreen
and lacrosse for David.
“They helped me a lot, they stressed
the fact that you had to do well in school
first and athletics is the second priority,”
Hardcastle said. “Both my brother and
sister have been so helpful too. And there
is nothing I am looking forward to more
than playing lacrosse again with my
LOCALLY AT OUR
brother in the spring.”

MILFORD - FRANKLIN

EYE CENTER

OFFERING LASER CATARACT SURGERY
SURGICAL CENTER • 145 WEST STREET, MILFORD • 508-381-6040
• Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.
• John F. Hatch, M.D.
• Kameran A. Lashkari, M.D.

• Shazia S. Ahmed, M.D.
• Michael R. Adams, O.D.
• Caroline Perriello Consigli, O.D.

Milford Pool Open

No Ne e d to Tr av e l for C at a r a c t Su r g e r y !

WELCOMING DR. NGUYEN TO OUR PRACTICE
Optical Shop On-Site • Saturday & After Hours Available

508-528-3344

750 Union Street
Franklin, MA 02038

YOUR EYES
DESERVE
THE BEST

Benjamin Hardcastle with his immediate
family members left to right brother Paul,
a BVT junior in Construction Technology;
parents, David and Moreen plus sister, Molly
Hardcastle, a BVT freshman. BVT photo

508-473-7939

160 South Main St (Rt 140)
Milford, MA 01757

Purchase with as little as 5% down!

Leonardo L. Morcone, Director of the Milford Community School Use Program,
released a weekly schedule of community programs at the Milford High School pool. The
pool is open to the public on a limited basis with all registrations done online at
MilfordCommunity.com. A complete schedule is also found on the website along with
other information. All COVID-19 protocols are being followed. Each class is $8.
The schedule is: Mondays: 5:45-7 a.m., AM Lap Swimming plus 6-6:45 p.m. Water
Aerobics; Tuesdays and Thursdays: 6-6:45 a.m., SplasHIIT; Wednesdays and Fridays: 5:457 a.m., AM Lap Swimming; Saturdays: 12-1 p.m., PM Lap Swimming; and Sundays: 10:3011:30 a.m. Family Swim.
AM Lap Swimming, SplasHIIT and Water Aerobics are for adults only. Lane lines will
be in place.
For questions regarding the pool, call 508-478-1119 or visit MilfordCommunity.com

Maspenock Rod and Gun Club Has
4-0 Record

3.25%

Rate

3.31%

Annual*
Percentage
Rate

` 30 Year Fixed Rate
` $150 Closing Cost Credit**
` Low Closing Costs
` Local Decision Making

Maspenock Rod and Gun Club of Milford defeated Palmyra Sportsmen’s Assoc. 2225
to 2119 in the National Air Pistol League. Their second win in a row, which places
Maspenock in first place overall, with a 4-0 record. Maspenock Rod and Gun Club was led
by, Jeff Hall who shot a 565. Contributing members were Michael Gentile, Ross Bradley
and Manuel Snyderman, who is also the team coach.
Palmyra Sportsmen’s Assoc. of Annville, Penn. currently has a 2 - 2 record.
This coming week Maspenock Rod and Gun Club has a bye week.
These teams are competing in the National Air Pistol League, a national team league
sponsored by Orion Scoring System. Over 10 weeks each team competes in seven games.
Each week, each team is paired with another team with a near equal win-loss record.
In each game the teams compete in a 60 shot air pistol match, identical to the Air
Pistol events in the Olympic games. Each athlete shoots 60 shots, with each shot worth a
maximum of 10 points. The sum of points scored in the 60 shots is the athlete’s total. The
team score is comprised of the best four athletes from each team.
For information on the league, including complete standings, visit National-Leagues.
com/air-pistol; box scores are available at OrionResults.com/team/GamePage.aspx?Match
ID=1.1.2021021615581612.1

Make your dream of owning
a home a reality!

Massachusetts Breast Cancer
Coalition Bike-A-Thon

Visit MilfordFederal.com and apply
online today, or call 508.234.2450.
*APR based on $100,000 @ 80% LTV. 360 monthly payments of $4.36 per $1,000 borrowed, not including
taxes and insurance. Maximum 95% LTV for 1 unit properties. Offer subject to credit approval and property
eligibility. PMI required. **Closing cost credit for first time home buyers and online purchase applications
only. Other conditions affecting APR may apply. Offer subject to change without notice. NMLS# 465956.

Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket
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STATEWIDE-Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition (MBCC) is hosting its first annual Bike
for Prevention Bike-A-Thon virtually Monday, April 19 to Sunday, April 25. Participants can
ride one mile or more, either outdoors on their favorite route or indoors on a stationary bike.
For those interested who do not have a bike are invited to participate on foot and either walk
or run any distance of their choosing. All registered participants will receive a free t-shirt.
Registration for the virtual Bike-A-Thon is: $40 for Individuals, $150 for Families (up to five
members), and $25 for Students. All proceeds benefit breast cancer prevention. To register or
make a pledge visit MBCC.org/bike or call 1-800-649-MBCC (6222).
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SPORTS FLASH
By Chris Villani

Milford Track
Ready to Adapt to
Unique Season
Adaptability has long been a
hallmark of the Milford indoor
track program. As an alumnus of
said program myself, I have fond
memories of doing training runs
through the hallways of the A-wing,
being careful to dodge a teacher if she
or he stepped out of a classroom at
the wrong time.
The tradition of flexibility will
be on display this year as “indoor”
track becomes “winter” track. The
Scarlet Hawks will train and compete
outdoors during the “Fall II” season
and most of their meets will be
virtual.
“So far at practice the athletes have
been really good with everything,”
said head coach Derek Rose. “They
are good with wearing the masks and
I think they are just happy to be back
out there. Some of them have not
competed for a year.”
In many ways, Rose said, track and
field is made for social distancing.
And an indoor track program at a
school that does not have an indoor
track has gotten used to being
creative and finding spots to train.
Milford was able to clear both
the outdoor track and the turf field,
providing a large surface for the track
teams. After a spaced out warm up,
most of the practices have athletes
broken up into event-specific groups
even during a normal year.
The weather has, for the most
part, cooperated since the beginning
of the unusual season. One day the
wind chill dipped to single digits and
practice was canceled. If it snows
again, Rose said the team will likely
be able to run in the bus loop and up
the hills that border the high school’s
campus.
And the elements may end up
helping the MHS athletes.
“Our track is basically a wind
tunnel,” Rose said. “It’s an advantage
when you train because you’re getting
pelted with the wind.”
When Milford runs in meets,
it may be a disadvantage however
because at least half of the meets
will be virtual in nature. Borrowing
on a process used by other track
and swimming teams, Milford and
another school will compete at their
own venues on the same day and the
times will be melded together to see
which team comes out on top.
But case counts are dropping and
restrictions seem to be easing, so
Rose said there is a chance that the
Scarlet Hawks will be able to compete
in a couple of live meets by the end of
the year.
“We know that it’s not a normal
year,” Rose said. “So we are modifying
and adapting wherever we need to.”

High School Tourneys May Return in the Spring
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
High school sports may see expanded postseason play, including
sectional tournaments, return for the spring season. Bringing back
playoffs that go beyond just a small pod or league tourney would
be yet another step towards normalcy for high school athletes who
have seen their sports upended by the pandemic, said Milford
Athletic Director Peter Boucher.
“If there is a state tournament, we would like to be a part of it,
we’d like to get in the mix,” Boucher said. “It’ll be interesting to see
what the league thinks we should do, but I think the more you can
do to have a normal season, the better and having a postseason is
part of that.”
Boucher said a tournament that goes as far as the sectional
championship game is a possibility for the slate of spring sports.
Whether the Hockomock League would want to be part of such
an arrangement is to be determined, Boucher said, but he did not
think the league would stop any team that wanted to participate in
a tournament.
The fall and winter sports have, in some cases, featured “mini
tournaments” at the end of the season. The winter track schedule

currently includes a Hockomock League meet in April.
The spring sports season is scheduled to begin following April
vacation and will stretch into late June, Boucher said. It will
include all of the usual sports that are played in the spring, such
as baseball, softball, lacrosse, boys’ volleyball and track and field.
Boucher is also hopeful that the one sport that has not been able to
compete will finally launch – wrestling.
“It’s looking more optimistic than it did in the fall and I think it
was smart to move to the spring,” Boucher said. “If football goes
well and they play the season and there are not a lot of problems,
then wrestling will have a good chance.”
As with the other sports season, getting through the year healthy
will be the top priority for the final campaign of 2020-2021.
Another goal for the spring coaches is trying to get in as much
competition as possible.
“Our spring coaches have definitely been optimistic and
encouraging as many games as possible to try to get back to that
18, 20, or even 22 game mark,” Boucher said. “But everybody is
excited that they will be practicing and playing. If it ends up being
a 10 to 12 game schedule, everyone will be happy to have it.”

MHS Girls & Boys Track Warming Up for Spring
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Milford High girls’ and boys’ winter track teams will not
have the usual levels of postseason competition to look forward
to this year, so head coach Derek Rose is looking for his teams
to improve throughout the brief season and be ready to hit the
ground running in the spring.
“I think our main goal is just to get through healthy and get
everybody in great shape for the spring,” Rose said. “I think we
want to continue to get stronger and get better.”
There is a planned Hockomock League meet at the end of the
season and the Milford girls may be competing for the top spot
there after finishing just a few points away from a state title last
winter.
Senior Kerry O’Connor figures to be the team’s top scorer. Rose
plans to use her in a number of events, saying she will be able
to succeed no matter where she is placed in the lineup. Emma
Lawrence is another versatile athlete who does not typically
compete in winter track. But with the seasons shuffled this year,
the basketball standout is able to compete in an extra track season.
“She is kind of our Swiss army knife,” Rose said. “She has been
super in the spring for us and I think she is going to be great in the
winter.”

Milford Hawks Driveway
Stencil Fundraiser
The MHS Booster Club is launching a new Driveway Logo
Fundraiser. A Milford Hawks log will be spry painted on a
driveway. Designs are approximately 17” tall by 36” wide. The
logo would be painted near the end of the driveway, facing
toward the road, unless another location is specified. The paint
is semi-permanent and can be power- washed off. The driveway
area needs to be swept clean prior to painting. Owners will be
given a 24 hour notice the painting will occur and the property
owner does not need to be there. The cost is $40 per logo with
payment made in advance. Checks should be made out to the
MHS Boosters Club with Driveway Stencil printed on the memo
line. The check should be taped to the front door the day the
painting is scheduled to be done.
Visit Milford High School Boosters Club, Inc FaceBook page to
place an order.

Junior Sarah Flanagan is a talented runner in the sprinting
and middle distance events, and Catherine Madden is a standout
hurdler. Kiyanni Simas is another versatile athlete who will likely
be scoring points in the hurdles, long jump, and sprints.
On the boys’ side, the Scarlet Hawks are fairly young, with 14 of
their 25 athletes in their first year. Jack Jansons is the team’s only
captain.
“He is doing great,” Rose said. “He has turned himself into a
really good distance runner. He will be good in the 800, the mile
and the two-mile.”
James Comisky and Isaac Weng add to the strong group of
distance runners. Sam Borst will boost the hurdle and middle
distance group, Rose added. The coach called his freshmen, who
are still sorting out which events they will compete in, “good, hard
working kids.”
“We are excited about them for sure,” Rose said.
Both teams are dealing with slightly smaller numbers due
to conflicts with sports that were moved to “Fall II,” including
football, cheerleading and girls’ volleyball. But Rose said he is
looking forward to seeing how his athletes grow in their events as
the season gets underway.
“I just want to find a spot for everybody and see everybody
improve,” he said.

Mark Gilpin, CPA EA

Your Ease of Mind is our Priority
Save Money, Save Time, Save Stress

Over 25 Years
Experience in Tax
Preparation and
Bookkeeping
Now Accepting New Clients
409 Fortune Blvd, Suite 204, Milford, MA 01757-1741
mark@gilpincpa.com or jeanne@gilpincpa.com
(508) 488-6110 (office), (508) 464-8500 (facsimile)
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Milford’s Pearl to Compete
at D1 Gymnastics Powerhouse

Sports

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Milford gymnast Lauren Pearl has been competing at
the highest level throughout her gymnastics career, so it
comes as little surprise that the MHS senior is going to
join one of the best collegiate programs in the country
next year.
Pearl committed to the University of Minnesota, a
program ranked in the top five in the nation recently.
“I am so excited,” she said. “I am very excited to have
a fresh new start there and it seems like it’s going to be a
wicked cool experience to be on the team.”
Even though she has been competing at the highest
level in junior gymnastics, Pearl said being part of a
program like the one the Golden Gophers have is still
going to be a step up and a new challenge.
Milford High School gymnast
She is also looking forward to experiencing a new
standout Lauren Pearl will be place as she trades the Northeast for the Midwest.
competing and studying at the
“I visited a while back and it was really nice, the
University of Minnesota next campus is great and there is a lot to do in the Twin
year. Town Crier file photo
Cities,” Pearl said. “And the coaches are great, you can
tell they really care about you as people.”
When Pearl signed her letter of intent in November, Minnesota head coach Jenny
Hansen extolled her new recruit as an athlete she expects will be able to make an “make
an immediate impact on vault, beam and floor while performing elite level skills with
ease.”
Pearl sees herself as an “all-around” athlete at Minnesota, meaning she will compete in
the vault, the uneven bars, the balance beam, and the floor. She has captured numerous
championships as she rose through the ranks of competitive gymnastics over the past
decade-plus. She advanced to Level 10 in 2018 and, later that year, qualified Junior
International Elite. She placed seventh on the beam at the GK U.S. Classic, her first elite
competition.
“That was super cool to do,” Pearl said. “That’s where all the Olympians compete.”
As she prepares to make the jump to college gymnastics, Pearl is training nearly 30
hours per week. She said the support of her parents, Carol and Greg, has been invaluable.
They guided her through the college search process, driven her to practices and
competitions, and made sure she is healthy and competing at a top level, Pearl said.
Pearl said one of her more immediate gymnastics goals is to score a perfect 10 in one of
her events, the highest possible score in a college meet. In the long term, she’s hoping the
array of opportunities offered by a school like Minnesota will help her hone in on an area
of study and a career.
“I want to find something I love to do, graduate, and go do that,” she said.

O’Connor Commits
to Northeastern for Track

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Versatile Milford High track and field standout
Kerry O’Connor is heading to Northeastern
University next year to continue both her athletic
and academic careers at a school that she said
provides the perfect setting.
“I really like the Boston area and Northeastern
has the great co-op program and a great
engineering program,” O’Connor said. “Plus it’s
great to be able to compete in track at that level.”
O’Connor has been a master of all trades in
her time with the Scarlet Hawks, winning a state
championship and qualifying for the national
track and field meet every year. She expects
that her range of ability will be useful to the
Track and field standout for Milford
Huskies, and said the school is looking for her
High, Kerry O’Connor will be
to potentially compete in longer sprints, middle
studying
and running next year at
distance, and possibly field and jumping events
Northeastern
University. Here she
as well. “I am excited to be on a team that is so
is
shown
competing
in a file photo
competitive and it’s just a different level that I
from
2019
when
she
took the state
haven’t experienced before,” she said, adding that
title
in
her
meet.
MHS
photo
additional weight training and core workouts are
going to be part of her routine to get ready for
college track and field.
Like all members of the class of 2021, O’Connor missed out on her junior season of
athletics due to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. But she was able to finish the
indoor track season, which allowed her to post some strong times and draw notice from
college coaches. Her parents, Kimberly and Glenn, helped her through the recruiting
process. “They have been very supportive,” O’Connor said. “They’ve been very helpful
and since I am the oldest child we had never done any of the college stuff before, so
it’s been a learning experience for all of us.” And O’Connor plans to keep learning
at Northeastern. She hopes to major in bioengineering, something that first piqued
her interest in seventh grade when she worked on a project to build a prosthetic leg
out of recycled materials. “I found that so interesting,” O’Connor said. “I think doing
something like prosthetics would combine a lot of my talents, including being an
athlete.” Before she heads off to Boston, O’Connor has two track seasons to complete
in a relatively compressed time frame, with winter track just beginning and spring
track slated for a late April start. She is hoping the Scarlet Hawks can take care of some
business left unfinished in 2020.
“I am hoping the girls’ track team can win the league,” she said. “We were in a
position to do it last year before the season got canceled.”
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As low
as

®

$62/wk

As low
as

$59/wk

$29,850

$

16,647

$79/wk

As low
as

$38/wk

As low
as

$67/wk

#41878A • CPO, ALLOYS, PREMIER

#C41665R • AWD, ALLOYS, TURBO

VEHICLES!!

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 HYUNDAI

2018 DODGE

2019 CHEVY

As low
as

$62/wk

8,647

#41973A • 4X4, ALLOYS, NAV, V8

$44,750

$

25,347

CHEROKEE 4x4 MALIBU SEDAN SANTA FE SUV ELANTRA SPORT CHARGER SXT
As low
as

$

SILVERADO 1500 CRUZE SEDAN EQUINOX SUV

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

CAR FAX
ONE-OWNER

$18,890

As low
as

As low
as

$58/wk

$65/wk

$21,995

$

13,647

BLAZER 1LT
As low
as

$86/wk

$34,085

$

21,977

2020 JEEP

CHEROKEE 4x4
As low
as

$81/wk

#D11475V • LATITUDE TRIM, LEATHER

#C41548R • ALLOYS, LEATHER, NAV

#H1875V • SE TRIM, ALLOYS, AWD

#H1925R • LEATHER, SUNROOF

#SH2559A • V6, SUNROOF, ALLOYS

#41749R • ONLY 3K MILES, ALLOYS

#CD11212 • ALLOYS, V6, TRAILHAWK

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$30,835

$

20,647

$24,270

$

19,647

$34,305

$

20,647

$25,275

$

19,347

$34,995

$

21,347

$39,480

$

27,347

$39,950

$

25,977

SHOP AND COMPARE OVER 2,500 VEHICLES - IN ONE LOCATION! STARTING AT ONLY $6,977 // WE SELL MORE, SO YOU SAVE MORE!!!
SALE ENDS 03/20/21. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2011 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.
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