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Santa Parade a Welcome Sight
Families and friends came out in droves
to watch and welcome back the Welcome
Santa Parade in Milford. Last year’s parade
was canceled due to the pandemic; the first
time in 35 years.
This year, the community was thrilled to
have the beloved event back. The parade
took place on Sunday, December 5 and had

hundreds of residents lined up and down
Main St. to watch as fire trucks and bands
paraded down the street and local businesses and organizations adorned floats
with bright lights and festive décor. And of
course, that jolly ol’ fellow dressed in red
took some time off from his busy December schedule to make an appearance.

Santa Claus himself was thrilled to be back taking part in Milford’s
Santa Parade once again. (Jim Calarese photo)

Water Company Acquisition Complete
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
The town of Milford’s historic acquisition
of the Milford Water Company was completed on December 3 for a final purchase
price of $77,174,201.60, plus customary
closing costs.
As the acquisition process progressed,
the town formed its new Water Commission. The Select Board appointed the three
inaugural Water Commissioners – Jonathan
M. Bruce, Philip Ciaramicoli, and Jamie
Luchini. Beginning in 2022, subsequent
Water Commissioners will be elected.
“We are committed to administering the
Water Department consistent with the goals
of the transaction set by the Select Board –
to provide high quality water, dependable
service and predictable rates for water in
the Town of Milford,” said Water Commissioner Chair Bruce. “While a great deal of
work went into this acquisition over many
years, much remains to be done to ensure
the Town’s water supply and service is improved under the Town’s ownership.”
Employees of Milford Water Company
are now employees of the Town of Milford.
According to a press release from Town Administrator Richard Villani, “The Town has
negotiated a contract with David Condrey,
the current manager of the Company, to
continue in that role at the Water Department for the next three years. With experienced employees under Mr. Condrey’s
management, the Commissioners expect a

smooth transition to Town ownership.”
“The acquisition of the Water Company
provides a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to place control and responsibility of the
delivery of this essential public service with
the Town like a majority of the cities and
towns across the Commonwealth,” said Select Board Chairman Michael Walsh. “This
control effectively allows our residents,
through their elected officials, to be directly
involved in ensuring the quality of our water, as well as the future investment needed
to maintain a safe and reliable system.”
Funding for the acquisition came from
the November 17 sale of a general obligation bond. Ten bids were received for the
bond sale, with Bank of America Securities
submitting the winning bid.
“We received a $5 million bond premium,
and after paying our issuance cost, we’ll
have just over $4.5 million to be used for
capital for the Milford Water Company,”
Town Treasurer Christopher Pilla told the
Select Board at a November 22 meeting.
Bond premium refers to bonds that are
sold for more than their face value. General
obligation bonds are often issued by state
and local governments in order to pay for
operating costs or municipal projects.
Pilla said that during the July public
forum, the Town Treasurer’s office projected
a 40-year bond at 2.69 percent interest.
However, the final bond provides a more
favorable outcome for the town.
“We received a true interest cost of 2.11
WATER COMPANY Pg. 3

Annual Menorah Lighting at Draper
Park Kicks Off First Night of Chanukah

Ana Maria Peniche, and Chris, Leo, and Amanda Masotta enjoy the parade.
(Jim Calarese photo)

Kids on top of a parade float are having a great time. (Jim Calarese photo)
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IMPERIAL TOYOTA
is New England’s

500

$

LEASE RETURN HEADQUARTERS

FAST and EASY PROCESS

Drive in or Call Ahead to Schedule an Appointment

We gladly accept all Toyota Lease Returns
‐ even if your lease is not from us.
And we will pay you $500 on the spot for Toyota Lease Returns

CALL: 508-488-2382

IMPERIAL TOYOTA

Temple Beth Shalom held their annual Menorah Lighting at Draper Park on Sunday
November 28, the first night of Chanukah. Pictured left to right is Police Chief James Falvey,
Selectman Mike Walsh, State Rep. Brian Murray, Rabbi Sol Goodman,
Selectman Paul Mazzuchelli, and Dr. Richard Heller. (Contributed photo)

Brand Spankin’ New

Brand Spankin’ New

MSRP:
$40,963

2022 TOYOTA

2022 TOYOTA

HIGHLANDER
LE - V6 AWD
BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$

40,463

#NS175140
• Back-Up Cam • Lane Departure • 3rd Row Seats

439*

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

$

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

save $500
12 HIGHLANDERs
AVAILABLE

*New 2021 Highlander LE V6 AWD with MSRP: $40,963. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per
year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $439 per month for 36 months with $3,199 due at signing (including first month’s
payment of $439, acquisition fee of $650, customer capitalized cost reduction of $2,110). Tax, title, registration, and
inspection fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# NS175140. Offer ends 12/18/21.

+ SALE ENDS 12/18/21. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION OR DISCOUNTS. PRICES NOT VALID WITH PRIOR SALES. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. NEW
CAR PRICES INCLUDE ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER INCENTIVES AND OUR IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2011 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE
US FOR DETAILS. DELIVERY MUST BE TAKEN FROM DEALER STOCK. CUSTOMER’S FINAL PAYMENT MAY BE HIGHER OR LOWER DEPENDING ON FINAL TRANSACTION PRICE.
ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND $398 DOCUMENTATION FEE. THE BUY FOR PRICE REQUIRES DEALERSHIP SOURCE FINANCING.
5 DAY OR 200 MILE RETURN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE - IF YOU'RE NOT HAPPY WITH YOUR IMPERIAL CERTIFIED USED VEHICLE, BRING IT
BACK WITHIN 5 DAYS OR 200 MILES AND WE WILL GIVE YOU A CREDIT OF YOUR FULL PURCHASE PRICE TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER IN STOCK VEHICLE. NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. CALL 508-488-2382 TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO TEST DRIVE.

MSRP:
$26,159

COROLLA

SE FWD SEDAN
BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$

25,659

+

#NJ085047
• Lane Departure • Back-Up Cam • Bluetooth

279*

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

$

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

save $500
9 COROLLAs
AVAILABLE

*New 2022 Corolla SE with MSRP: $26,159. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per year. $0.15 per
mile excess. Lease for $279 per month for 36 months with $2,999 due at signing (including $1,575 cash or trade down,
first month’s payment of $279, documentary preparation fee of $495, and bank acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration,
and inspection fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# NJ085047. Offer ends 12/18/21.

300 F O RT U N E B O U L E VA R D | M I L F O R D, M A 01757

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALTOYOTAMA.COM
NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6

CALENDAR
Sacred Heart Church Twice Blessed Thrift Shop

HOPEDALE - The Twice Blessed Thrift Shop store hours are 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. on the first
Saturday of each month, except when there is a holiday. Sacred Heart of Jesus Church is located at
187 Hopedale Street in Hopedale. For more information, 508-473-1900 or SacredHeartHopedale.org.

St. Paul’s Artisan and Craft Fair

HOPKINTON - St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, located at 61 Wood Street in Hopkinton, will hold a
professional, juried, Artisan and Craft Fair on Saturday, December 11 from 9:30 a.m. -2 p.m. in the
church hall. There will be jewelry, pottery, woodcrafts, stained glass, paintings, decor items, and
more. There will also be opportunity drawings from each crafter.
Admission to the public event is $2, and the church will be following diocesan COVID requirements,
so everyone will be asked to social distance and wear a mask (regardless of vaccination status).

Whether you’re building or
buying a new home, want to make
improvements to your current home
or looking to refinance, we have

Free Photos with Santa

MILFORD - On Saturday, December 11, Jim and Judy Burke will host Photos with Santa from 12
to 3 p.m. outside at 11 Harding St. in Milford. Parents or caregivers are asked to bring their own
camera. In addition, please bring a nonperishable food item to be donated to Milford’s Food Pantry.
Children may sit in front of Santa on a stool or stand by Santa’s side. This event is free.

the loan you need.
Our experts have been serving the financial needs of
the community for over 150 years!
Call or email Karen for
competitive rates for
conventional and jumbo
mortgages today!

Cookie Sale at First Congregational Church

MILFORD - Attention cookie lovers--Come see the variety of homemade holiday cookies the First
Congregational Church of Milford is selling on Saturday, December 11. All of the delicious cookies
are made by church members. Please join us at 4 Congress St., Milford (next to the Milford Post
Office) from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. to pick out your favorite cookies.

Town Crier’s BIGGEST
Snowman Contest

Karen Beane

VP, Mortgage Consultant
karen.beane@unibank.com
508.769.3816 • NMLS #485228

It won’t be long before snow covers the
ground. So don’t forget to create the BIGGEST
Snowman (or Snowlady) that you can!
Take a photo of your creation, with as much
resolution as possible, and send it along with:
• Your name and the snowman’s name,
• The names of everyone in the photo too,
• Where and when it was built
• And its size to: TownCrierEditor@gmail.com
with “Snowman Contest” in the Subject line.
JPG please.

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270 • www.unibank.com
UniBank NMLS #583135 • Member FDIC/Member DIF

AN AWARD-WINNING CATHOLIC,
COLLEGE-PREPARATORY, CO-ED
ACADEMY FOR GRADES 6-12

The deadline is Friday, March 4.
Photos of the snowman and the names of the
winners will run in later March issues of the Town
Crier Publications.

Library Holding
Annual Mitten Tree Drive

Be a Mountie

and you can be anything
• Be connected to
teachers
• Be challenged by
rigorous academics
• Be inspired to
explore
• Be involved in and
out of school
• Be loved in a safe,
caring environment
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NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR
FALL ‘22
Get started
at mountsaintcharles.org
Upcoming
Entrance
Exams on
12/4 and 12/11

Once again, the Milford Town
Library’s tradition of helping those
in need keep their hands and
faces warm during the cold winter
months is currently underway.
The Library is sponsoring its annual Mitten Tree Drive now and will
run through December 18. Library
staff is accepting new hats, mittens, scarves, and socks that will be
donated to various local charities for
distribution to those who could use
a helping hand.
The Mitten Tree tradition has
part of the Library for more than
30 years. The holiday tradition has
collected and donated thousands of
winter accessories over the decades.
Library staff is hoping for another
successful drive this year.
When the tree is fully “decorated,”
gloves and hats hang like ornaments,
while scarves are wrapped around
the branches like ribbons.
All donations should be left at
the Christmas tree near the main
entrance of the Library by Saturday,
December 18 by 5 p.m.

Milford Town Crier

The Milford Town Library’s Mitten Tree from 2020.
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Car Menorah Parade Ushers in Chanukah

Milford Meetings
Residents are encouraged to check
the town’s Web site at MilfordMA.Gov
concerning the latest status on posted
meetings, including cancelations or
other special instructions on agendas
for call in or in-person meetings. For
additional information needed, contact
the appropriate board or official.
Tuesday, December 14
Geriatric Authority of Milford at
1 Countryside Dr., Countryside
Healthcare, 7:45 a.m.
Milford Veterans Advisory Council,
Italian Vets, 4 Hayward Field, 7 p.m.

At Gilly’s House in Wrentham, parade
attendees watch as they prepare to light the
menorah. (Contributed photo)
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
A stream of menorah-topped vehicles
rolled down Cedar Street in Milford on
November 28 as Chabad House’s annual car
menorah parade signaled the beginning of
Chanukah.
From Chabad House, the parade, led by a
Milford police cruiser and fire truck, headed
to Choate Park in Medway and Gilly’s House
in Wrentham before returning to Milford.
Following the parade, celebrants gathered in
Chabad House for hot soup, latkes – traditional Ashkenazi Jewish potato pancakes
– and snacks, followed by the lighting of the
menorah with fire.
Chana Blois was painting Chanukah
greetings on the windows of some of the cars
in the menorah parade.
“It’s really fun because we get to go from
town to town lighting menorahs and eating
Chanukah food,” Chana said, adding that
she’s been participating in the car menorah
parade for about five years.

Thursday, December 16
Milford Zoning Board of Appeals
Hearing, Room 3, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

Cars are fitted with menorahs on their hoods as they prepare to kick off the Menorah Parade
outside Milford’s Chabad House Jewish Center. (Contributed photo)
Rabbi Mendy Kivman bustled around in
front of Chabad House prior to the parade,
going over details, making sure cars had
securely-attached menorahs, and taking a
few minutes to talk about the significance of
Chanukah.
“There are two concepts. One is the oil
and the fire, so when you light the menorah
it has to be a fire, whether on candles or with
oil,” Kivman said.
The second concept doesn’t involve actual
fire, but instead involves the bulbs used on
the car menorahs to publicize the holiday.
“Why are the car menorahs
lit with bulbs? The answer is
that there’s another part to the
story, and that is to publicize
the miracle, publicize the
concept of religious freedom,
which America stands for,”
Kivman explained. “The car
menorahs are not to fulfill the
commandment of the menorah lighting. They’re more to

publicize it and to bring out the pride and
the message of religious freedom for all.”
Kivman added that Chabad House appreciated the support of the Milford Police
and Fire Departments, which provided the
police cruiser and fire truck, respectively.
“We love them. They’ve been really great,”
he said. “The chiefs, the sergeants, they’re all
really nice. I’m the chaplain for the police
and fire departments of Milford as well. I
help them when I can, and they are always
good for the community.”

Friday, December 24
Christmas Day Observed, All Town
Offices Closed
Friday, December 31
New Year’s Day Observed, All Town
Offices Closed

MILFORD - FRANKLIN

EYE CENTER

WATER COMPANY from Pg. 1
percent for a 30-year bond,” Pilla noted. “By doing a 30-year bond, we were
able to save the town $13.1 million in interest.”
“Great job on getting us a 2.11 (interest rate) and saving us about $13.1
million as well,” said Selectman Paul Mazzuchelli.
A unanimous town meeting vote in 2013 opened the door for the town
to pursue purchasing Milford Water Company. The vote followed four years
of issues that began with a water contamination crisis and boil water order
in 2009, leading the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to
issue an administrative consent order against Milford Water Company. The
Department of Public Utilities approved rate increases of 50 percent in 2011
and 33 percent in 2013.
The acquisition was approved by the August 2 Town Meeting, and the
Select Board negotiated a Purchase and Sale Agreement on November 8.
Villani and Pilla were authorized to complete the remaining steps of the
transaction by the Select Board at its November 22 meeting.
Director of Finance Zach Taylor and former Town Counsel Gerry Moody,
along with Villani and Pilla, spearheaded the transaction. Outside counsel
Jed Nosal and Sarah Wilk of Boston’s Womble Bond Dickinson represented
the town.
“I’d just like to thank Margaret MacLean and her team at UFASI (Unibank
Fiscal Advisory Services Inc.) for helping the town secure the bond in 90
days versus the 120 to 180 days it usually takes,” Pilla said. “I’d also like to
thank Rick Manley and his team at Locke Lord for providing all the legal
counsel for our bonding.”

$

10,000
E NTE R TO WI N A

HOLIDAY

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.

John F. Hatch, M.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D.

Optical
Shop
On-Site

Kameran A. Lashkari, M.D.

Caroline Perriello Consigli, O.D.

New Patients Receive a Free Pair of Select Glasses

508-528-3344

750 Union Street
Franklin, MA 02038

ONE of FIVE
HOLIDAY SHOPPING SPREES!

Surgery Center

USED CAR SUPER STORE

2018 HYUNDAI TUCSON NEW Retail Price:$26,450

#H02589A • SE, BLUETOOTH, WHOLESALE $
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE, ALLOYS PRICE:

21,377

SAVE $5,100 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $65/wk

2,000 VEHICLES

IN ONE LOCATION

2016 HYUNDAI VELOSTER NEW Retail Price:$26,205

#H22185A • HATCH, TURBO, WHOLESALE $
LEATHER, NAV, MOONROOF PRICE:

16,877

SAVE $9,300 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $49/wk

2018 HYUNDAI SONATA NEW Retail Price:$28,305
#H22128A • LIMITED, ALLOYS, WHOLESALE $

2019 NISSAN FRONTIER NEW Retail Price:$36,710
#211072A • CREW CAB, 4X4, WHOLESALE $

SAVE $5,600 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $70/wk

SAVE $6,200 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $97/wk

LEATHER, NAV, BLUETOOTH

PRICE:

22,677

2020 HYUNDAI PALISADE NEW Retail Price:$54,850

SEE DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS. ENDS DEC. 31st

508-473-7939

145 West St., Milford 160 South Main St (Rt 140)
Milford, MA 01757
508-381-6040

#CH02504V • SEL TRIM, AWD, WHOLESALE $
MOONROOF, LEATHER, NAV PRICE:
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Saturday &
After Hours
Available

World-Class Eye Care & Surgery in Milford

FOR YOUR SHOT AT

IMPERIAL HYUNDAI

Dr. Mai-Khuyen Nguyen, O.D.

SMILEFORVISION.COM

ROLL THE DICE

Cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. Prices not valid with prior sales. Prices listed include all applicable manufacturer incentives (not everyone
will qualify) and Imperial discounts including a $1,000 Imperial Trade Assistance Bonus for a qualifying 2011 or newer trade. See us for details. Advertised price does
not include tax, title, registration, documentation, or our acquisition fees. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details. Not combinable with any other discounts or promotions. May require dealership source financing. Weekly payments calculated using an estimated down payment of $2,999 cash or trade. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Call our internet team at 508-488-2382 to see which incentives you qualify for. SALE ENDS 12/18/21.

Shazia S. Ahmed, M.D.

48,977

SAVE $5,900 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $163/wk

ALLOYS, 4.0L V-6, BLUETOOTH

PRICE:

30,477

2020 HYUNDAI SANTA FE NEW Retail Price:$37,100

#H02523V • SEL TRIM, CPO, WHOLESALE $
PRICE:
HEATED SEATS, SUNROOF

32,577

SAVE $4,500 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $105/wk

MON-THUR 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUNDAY 12-6

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALHYUNDAI.COM
154 EAST MAIN STREET | ROUTE 16 | MILFORD, MA
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OPINION

Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles
Warns of Text Phishing Scam

Milford Senior Center
The Milford Senior Center is open to the public for
monthly and weekly classes and activities for those
interested. Van transportation is also available for
errands, medical appointments, and shopping. Contact
Senior Center staff at 508-473-8334 for more information
regarding any registration needed or to schedule a
transportation ride.
Tuesday, December 14
Bereavement Group, 10 a.m.
Red Hat Society, 12 p.m.

The Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV) is
cautioning customers to be aware of a text phishing scam
that has been reported here in the Commonwealth and in
other states. The scam reportedly involves customers receiving text messages, claiming to be from the “DMV,” that
direct them to click on a provided link to update their personal identifying contact information. Customers can identify this type of text as a phishing scam because it includes
“DMV” and in Massachusetts “DMV” is not the name of
the Registry of Motor Vehicles; in Massachusetts, the name

Thursday, December 16
Holiday Grab N Go Lunch, 11 a.m.

Letter from
the Editor

Tuesday December 21
Book Group, 10 a.m.
Writers Group, 11 a.m.

By Michelle Sanford

Friday, December 24
Senior Center Closed
Tuesday, December 28
Fortune Cookies Club, 11 a.m.
Friday, December 31
Senior Center Closed
Mondays
Gym/fitness equipment, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Pilates (Instructor Marcella Pannenborg), 9 a.m.
Cribbage, 9:30 a.m.
Strength & Fall Prevention (Instructor Andrea Longo),
10:30 a.m.
Low Impact Fitness (Instructor Shirley Areano), 1 p.m.
Tuesdays
Gym/fitness equipment, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Chi Walking (Instructor Jean Gillis), 8:30 a.m.
Total Body Conditioning (Instructor Robin Johnston),
9:30 a.m.
Chair Yoga (Instructor Marsha Mancuso), 10:30 a.m.
Dominoes, 12:30 p.m.
Mah Jongg, 1 p.m.
Wednesdays
Gym/fitness equipment, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Gentle Yoga (Instructor Jean Gillis), 8:30 a.m.
Strength and Fall Prevention (Instructor Andrea Longo),
10 a.m.
Groove & Sculpt (Instructor Andrea Longo), 11 a.m.
Muscle & Mat (Instructor Robin Johnston), 1 p.m.

So I have a confession to make…before this Thanksgiving, I had never cooked a turkey before.
My husband and kids are not particularly fond of the
taste of the big bird, so it’s never been a meal that I’ve prepared. That is until this Thanksgiving.
This year, most of mine and my husband’s family were
scattered for the Thursday holiday. However, my sister and
brother-in-law, who live in state, were free, so I took a deep
breath and invited them over for Thanksgiving. Gulp.
I bought the turkey about ten days prior to November
25. I did a little research regarding how big the bird should
be based on the number of servings.
With most sites saying about 1.5 pounds per person,
I bought a 14-pound turkey for six people; feeling that
would be plenty for the meal yet also provide some additional meat for leftovers.
“You only bought 14 pounds?” my sister-in-law said.
“Oh, you’ll need a bigger one than that. There won’t be
enough for leftovers. Rookie mistake No. 1.
I literally started to sweat, but decided to stick to my
guns and go with the bird I bought.
I stuck the turkey in the freezer, thinking 24 hours
would be plenty for it to thaw out properly. Rookie mistake
No. 2.
I woke up the day before the holiday and googled, “How
to Properly Thaw Out Your Thanksgiving Day Turkey.”
I now realize I should have read that web site four days
before, as apparently you must place the turkey in the

Thursdays
Gym/fitness equipment, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Yoga (Instructor Marsha Mancuso), 9 a.m.
Knitting/Crocheting, 9 a.m.
Barre (Instructor Marcella Pannenborg), 10 a.m.
Whist, 11 a.m.
Low Impact Fitness (Instructor Shirley Areano), 1 p.m.
Cribbage, 1 p.m.

Publishers of
Upton-Mendon Town Crier

Published the 1st & 3rd Friday and mailed
free to all 5,800 addresses in Upton and
Mendon, MA.

To read the December 10 Milford Town Crier online, go to TownCrier.us.
In the left hand column, click Online Newspapers and scroll down to the Milford Town Crier PDF
Archive. Click on MTC 21.12.10 pdf.

Don’t Forget…
After the December 17 issue, The Town Crier
will be on break until the New Year.
The next issues and deadlines will be:
Upton/Mendon Town Crier:
January 21 Publication, Deadline is January 11
Milford Town Crier:
January 28 Publication, Deadline is January 18

The Town Crier Staff wishes all
our readers and advertisers a ...

y
Happ easo n!
S
y
a
d
i
l
Ho

48 Mechanic Street, Upton, MA 01568 | 508-529-7791 | TownCrier.us

PUBLISHER
Alfred C. Holman
Office: 508-529-7791 ext. 222
Cell: 508-889-1067
al.holman@towncrierpubs.com

Milford Town Crier
Published the 2nd & 4th Friday and mailed
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Town Crier Publications, Inc. reserves the right to reject
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charge that portion of the ad in which the error appears.
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Michelle Sanford
Cell: 508-525-1319
TownCrierEditor@gmail.com
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refrigerator four days prior to Thanksgiving to thaw out
correctly.
In a panic, I flew out the driveway in my car and drove
to Hannafords on Thanksgiving Eve at 7 a.m. praying on
the way they would have an unfrozen turkey I could put in
the fridge. Driving, I had an image in my head of placing a
bucket of Kentucky Fried Chicken on the table and telling
everyone to dig in. Thankfully my prayers were answered
at Hannafords.
Later that evening, I read the directions to prepare and
cook the bird. Now at this point, I’m just assuming the
directions will say slather it with softened butter. Rookie
mistake No. 3.
“Brush the turkey with vegetable oil,” said the directions. Excuse me? I quickly google this and I come across
everything from cover the turkey skin with butter to cover
it with vegetable oil or olive oil. Then I read another Web
site that says don’t ever use vegetable oil or olive oil on a
turkey.
I quickly call my older sister who lives out of state; she’s
the cook in the family. “Oh, I brine my turkey,” she said.
Brine? What the hell does brine mean? I don’t have time to
brine anything!
She finally convinces me that using butter is completely
fine. After the turkey is finally ready to roast, I somewhat
hesitantly put it in the oven and set the timer.
About ten minutes later, my cell phone rings. It’s my
sister. “If you haven’t already—don’t stuff your turkey with
stuffing. It cooks slower and unevenly. Cook the stuffing
separately if you can. Rookie mistake No. 4 and that’s it.
I’m done. This turkey has kicked my you know what.
Suffice to say, after all the stress this stupid bird caused
me, it did end up tasting delicious. And although I am
truly thankful for that, I am even more thankful that this
year’s turkey dinner will likely be my last.

Read the Town Crier Online

Fridays
Cardio Strength Circuit, 9 a.m.
Gym/fitness equipment, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Mindful Steps (Instructor Jean Gillis), 8:30 a.m.
Groove & Sculpt (Instructor Andrea Longo), 10:30 a.m.
No Whist on Friday
Crafting with Laura, 10 a.m., $5

,TOWN CRIER PUBLICATIONS

of the Registry is abbreviated as “RMV.” Any text using the
phrase “Department of Motor Vehicles” or “DMV” should
be deleted.
Please note that the RMV does not send unsolicited requests for personal and/or contact information to customers
by text. Any communication by text from the RMV would
be as a result of a customer-initiated request or transaction.
For the latest Registry updates and information, please
check Mass.gov/RMV or follow the RMV on Twitter @
MassRMV.

ADVERTISING

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE

LORI TATE
508-272-4489
LoriTateTownCrier@gmail.com
Upton, Mendon, Uxbridge, Northbridge
COLETTE ROONEY
508-922-9674
cerooney@charter.net
Milford, Hopedale, Bellingham, Franklin
SUSANNE ODELL FARBER
508-954-8148
sue@sodellconsult.com
Hopkinton, Westboro, Holliston,
and Ashland
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After the December 17 issue is published, the
Town Crier will be on winter break until January 11.
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MILFORD TOWN LIBRARY

Recommended Shipping
Dates for the Holidays

80 Spruce St., Milford, 508-473-2145 • milfordtownlibrary.org
Mon thru Thur 9-9 • Fri 9-6 • Sat 9-5

Submitted by Mary Frances Best
Friends of the Milford Library Book Sale
The Friends of the Library are holding their
final sale of the year on Saturday, December
11 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. There are several
exciting Coffee Table books that would make
special presents at holiday time. An extra bonus
is a $10 a bag event: all the books you can fit in
a bag for $10.
Annual Mitten Tree Drive
Donations of new hats, mittens, gloves, socks
and scarves will be accepted in the Children’s
Room to hang on the Mitten Tree through
December 18. All donations will be given to
local charities.
YOUTH SERVICES PROGRAMS FOR DECEMBER:
Lego Club
Every Tuesday, drop by the Children’s Room
from 6 to 8 p.m. to build with our bunches of
bricks. Best suited for ages five and up, but
siblings are welcome.
Teen Crafternoons
From 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. every Monday –
Thursday, drop by the YA Room to complete
the craft project of the week. Open to students
ages 12 to 18. No registration required.
Teen Manga Club
Do you love reading Manga and watching
Anime? Do you wish you had friends with the
same interest? Then the Teen Manga Club is
for you. Every Wednesday from 3 to 4 p.m. For
grades six to 12.
Saturday Crafts
Join us December 11 and 18 from 9:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Children’s Room for
a fun family craft. We’ll l make Marshmallow
Snowmen, and on December 18, we’ll create
Winter Ornaments.
Preschool PJ Storytime
On Monday, December 13 at 6:30 p.m., wear
your pajamas and bring a favorite stuffed friend
for a calming storytime. For ages four and up,
but siblings are welcome.
TEEN WINTER BREAK ACTIVITIES:
New Year’s Eve in a Bag!

Each bag will contain three movies, popcorn,
candy and some New Year’s Eve celebration
supplies. Bags will be available in the Young
Adult Department from 12/27- 12/30.

To reserve a copy of The Snow Child,
please email aberard@cwmars.org or call the
Information Desk at 508-473-2145, ext. 2.
Newcomers welcome.

Teen Murder Mystery Challenge!
You are the town’s newest detective with a
solo case of a brutal crime with no evidence
other than a police sketch based on the only
witness. Use your sleuth and prowess to
collect definitive proof to get your guy. Open
to all youths in 6th to 12th grades for group or
individual play. On December 28, 29, 30 from
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in YA.

Contemporary Book Group
The Contemporary Book Group will meet
on Wednesday, January 26, at 7pm in the ESL
Classroom to discuss V.E. Schwab’s novel The
Invisible Life of Addie Larue.
To reserve a copy of The Invisible Life of
Addie Larue, or for more information about the
group, email Shelley at ssgammt@cwmars.org.

Village Art Society Exhibit Returns
During December, the adult display case
and Children’s Room will come alive with the
paintings of young artists of the Village Art
Society.
Under the direction of artist & author Patricia
Young, this group began painting in the Granite
& Quarry Rooms on Saturdays two years ago.
Artists exhibiting now are Sophie Cormier, age
8; and Makenna Laramee, age 13.
Cookbook Club
The next meeting of the Cookbook Club will
be a Cookie Swap on December 15, at 7 p.m. in
the Children’s’ Program Room. Members and
other interested persons are invited to bring
a batch of favorite cookies with the recipe to
share and swap with others. We are requesting
participants bring their own reusable water
bottles. Members should also bring containers
to take home cookies. Please notify Mary
Frances a few days before the meeting if you
are planning to attend.
For those who are unable to attend the inhouse meeting, there will be a Zoom option.
Email Mary Frances to receive the Zoom link.
Center Book Group
The Center Book Group will meet next on
Tuesday, December 21 at 10 a.m. in the COA
conference room at the Senior Center to discuss
The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey.
In 1920. Jack and Mabel arrive in Alaska as
new homesteaders who are already tired and
disillusioned. During a storm, they build a snow
child. The next day, the snow child is gone
but there is a little, blond-haired girl running
around in the forest, with a red fox by her side.

ESL and Citizenship Classes
For now, we have cancelled the Drop-in
Reading Group for ESL students on Mondays.
Drop-in Conversation classes are held on
Tuesdays from 7 to 8 p.m. The regular Drop-in
ESL classes meet on Thursdays from 7 to 8 p.m.
Active Citizen: Citizenship Prep classes
are held on Saturdays from 1 to 3 p.m. (this
program is not a drop-in as students must be
nearing minimum residency requirements (5
years in nearly all cases).
Share Your Collection
Many people did a lot of sorting and
organizing in their home spaces during the
earliest days of the pandemic. Perhaps,
you were one of those people who found a
collection you’d forgotten about. Please think
about sharing your collection with the Milford
Town Library. Contact the Information Desk at
508-473-2145, Ext 2 to schedule your month.
Volunteers Needed for Tax Preparation
Tax Aide, a partnership between the IRS
and the AARP Foundation, needs volunteer
counselors to help low and moderate income
persons in our community prepare their Federal
and Massachusetts Income taxes. Additional
positions for site greeters are also available.
Volunteers work 4-6 hours per week for
the eleven weeks during tax preparation
season – February 1st to April 15th. Training
for volunteer preparers will be on three
Saturdays in December. Internet access and
basic computer skills are necessary. For an
application and/or further information, go to:
arp.org/taxaide. Select volunteer. Then select
Tax aide from the drop down.

Unibank Kicks Off Annual Holiday Giving Tree Program
UniBank recently announced that it will
kick off its annual Holiday Giving Tree
Program on November 26 to make the
season brighter for individuals and families
throughout the community. The program is
part of the bank’s dedication to improving
life for the communities it serves.
Each UniBank branch has chosen an
organization that fills a need in their
community and supports the program by
making and purchasing items, and accepting donations from customers and the
general public. Many local residents face

difficult times around the holiday season,
and UniBank is pleased to work with local
charitable organizations in support of this
effort to help its neighbors.
Each branch will have a holiday tree with
tags that have specific items being requested. Donated items may be dropped off
during regular banking hours through midDecember. Check with your local branch
for specific details and deadlines.
The Milford and Upton branch collections are as follows:
Milford: Requesting items that will be

given to individuals and families in need in
the Milford Community. Donations will be
distributed by the St. Vincent de Paul Society at St. Mary of the Assumption Church.
Milford’s Unibank is located at 91 Prospect
St. For questions call 508-478-5666.
Upton: Items needed by senior citizens
to be handed out by the
Upton Senior Center. Upton’s Unibank is located at
113 Main St. For questions
call, 508-529-3297.

The United States Postal Services, UPS,
and FedEx have each recommended
shipping items by the following dates in
order for packages and cards to arrive
before December 25.
U.S. Postal Service:
Wednesday, December 15: USPS Retail
Ground Service
Friday, December 17: First-class mail
Service (including cards) and First-Class
Packages
Saturday, December 18: Priority Mail
Thursday, December 23: Priority Mail
Express
UPS:
Tuesday, December 21: 3-Day Select
Wednesday, December 22: 2nd Day Air
Services
Thursday, December 23: Next-day Air
Services
FedEx:
Wednesday, December 15: Ground,
Priority, and Direct
Tuesday, December 21: Express Saver
December 22: 2-Day & 2-Day A.M.
Thursday, December 23: Overnight
Services
Friday, December 24: Same-day Services

HOMEMAKERS/
PC AIDES WANTED
Part Time Jobs
Flexible Hours

Must have car
Work in Milford, Ma area
Call PRIMARY HOME CARE
at

(508) 478-3500

for more information

New England Steak
& Seafood Restaurant

HELP WANTED

Waiters & Waitresses, Hostess & Host

APPLY IN PERSON
Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
www.nesteakandseafood.com

Free Christmas Brass Concert

The Birch Alley Brass Ensemble will present
a concert at Valley Chapel in Uxbridge on
Friday, December 17 at 7 p.m. The brass ensemble, directed by William Moffett, is made
up of student and professional musicians from
area towns including Upton, Mendon, and
Milford. This concert will feature Christmas
music from around the world and is free and
open to the public. The concert is funded in
part by the Mendon, Milford, and Hopedale
Cultural Councils.
Musicians taking part from Upton include
Cameron McCullough, Emerson Mulhern,
Karen Ober, Patrick Ober, and Caroline
Wood Stoffel.
Musicians taking part from Mendon
include Paxton Dichele, Kaylee Lukasek,
Brendan Mathieson, Dick McGrath, Dorothy
Moffett, Joseph Moffett, Peter Moffett, Dylan
Rogan, and Jack Thompson.
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Musicians taking part from Milford include Joshua Anderson,
Kevin Donegan, Gianni Panno, Annie Flanagan, Anthony Lioce,
Riley Lynch, Ian Michelson, Jason Samiagio, and Natalie Tessicini.
Other musicians participating reside in Uxbridge, Bellingham,
Hopedale, Medway, Wayland, Franklin, and Holliston.

CPR Etc.
CPR, AED, First Aid Training
Bloodborne Pathogen

On-Site Training
Companies • Schools • Private (in-home)
No Class Too Small • Any Time, Anywhere
Susan Tetreault
508-473-3630
Licensed & Insured
cpr_etc@comcast.net
Milford Town Crier
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Home Improvement
LET US clean out
YOUR JUNK!
From a whole house to
a one item pick up.

$25 off

a full truck
or a 15-yard
dumpster

Mention the Town Crier..

Not to be combined with other offers.

We Beat ALL Competitor Pricing

774-287-1133

AffordableJunkRemoval.com

Sharp Knives Can Make You a Better Cook
From StatePoint Media
it properly is an acquired skill in and
If you’ve ever desired to become
of itself.
a better home chef, you’ve probably
This is where new innovations can
save you time and effort, and deliver
spent time reading cookbooks, watchbetter results. For example, Resharp,
ing cooking shows or even taking a
a knife-sharpening kiosk found at
culinary skills course. The truth is
certain hardware stores, offers a new,
that when it comes to improving your
patented, automated system that scans
cooking and becoming more efficient
each knife’s profile and then restores a
in the kitchen, you may be overlooking
factory, burr-free edge to the knife in
a much simpler step: sharpening your
90 seconds or less. Sharpening most
knives.
American and European style knives,
Before your guests arrive and you
as well as Japanese knives with a V-shaped bevel, you can bring alfind yourself in the kitchen churning out big feasts, consider the
most any chef, pairing, slicing, chopping, santoku, pocket, hunting
following:
or specialty knife to a hardware store to have it sharpened while
Why it Matters – Dull knives can damage and bruise ingrediyou watch. To learn more and find locations, visit resharp.com.
ents, slow your slicing and dicing down considerably, and ironicalProper Storage – Once your knives are sharpened, be sure
ly, be more likely to cause you injury. (Whereas a sharp knife will
to store them properly to maintain their edges and protect their
easily slice into foods, a dull knife works less efficiently, making
longevity. Wash and dry your knives, then store them carefully in a
you more likely to apply pressure and lose control of the handle.)
wooden block, on a magnetic strip or in a drawer dock.
What’s more, uneven chopping can lend itself to uneven cooking.
From julienned carrots to minced garlic, seek out those compliHow to Sharpen Knives – So what’s the best method for
cated recipes involving chopping-intensive steps. By giving yourself
maintaining knives? Many home chefs use a whetstone to sharpen
HEATING SEASON
IS HERE
the gift of well-maintained knives this holiday season, you’ll have a
knives periodically, as well as a honing steel on a more regular
safer kitchen and be a more proficient cook.
basis. However, this can be a time-consuming prospect and doing
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745 South Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019
508-883-4522 • www.mygaragedoor.com
©

2018 LiftMaster All Rights Reserved. Wi-Fi is a registered trademark of Wi-Fi Alliance. Apple® and iPhone® are registered trademarks of Apple Inc.
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DO YOU OWN A HOME
IMPROVEMENT BUSINESS?

Any Room,
Any Home,
Anywhere

Your ad should
be featured here.

• Boucher Energy Systems, Inc. is an Elite Diamond
Contractor offering the 12 & 12 Warranty Program

Giuliano Construction & Remodeling

• 0% Financing and Rebates through Mass Save

508-473-6648
www.boucherenergy.com
Install in the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork.
We provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.
© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.
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John Giuliano

774-573-9811

References Available | Licensed & Insured
Cubixx.john@gmail.com | Free Estimates
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5th Annual MyFM Toy Drive Collects Over $25,000 in Toys

MyFM 101.3 staff pictured are L to R Back row: Office Manager Megan McAuliffe and
Andy Barron of MyFM Sports Buzz. Middle row: Community Outreach Coordinator
Darlene Hayes, Account Executive Sue Grady, and Operations Manager Ray Auger.
Kneeling: Account Executive and Gingerbread Man John Wilbur and
President Tom McAuliffe. (Contributed photo)

MyFM 101.3 staff at the Toys For Kids And Teens Toy Drive. Pictured Left to Right are:
Operations Manager Ray Auger, Sales Account Executive Sue Grady, and
Community Outreach Coordinator Darlene Hayes. (Contributed photo)

Massachusetts Broadcasters Association’s 2021 Radio Station of the Year, MyFM
101.3, recently spent the weekend of November 26 through November 28, braving
the elements outside of Walmart in Bellingham, collecting an estimated $25,000 worth
of toys over a 31-hour period for the local,
veterans-operated organization Toys For
Kids And Teens.
A COW (Container on Wheels) was generously donated by Gallo Moving in Mil-

ford and utilized as storage for the donated
toys over the three-day donation event. The
COW was also used to efficiently transport
the donations to the Toys For Kids and
Teens headquarters in Northbridge at the
end of the collection.
While many toys were donated on site
from listeners of the station and Walmart
shoppers, a large factor in the success of
the drive each year is through the generous
support from Shopping Spree Sponsors.

A Shopping Spree Sponsor is an individual/business that donates a minimum of
$250 in cash to the cause. The cash donation
was then spent on toys by an official MyFM
Tailgating For Toys volunteer in Walmart. In
return for the monetary donation, the shopping was done and a Facebook video was
posted with all the toys purchased in their
name as a thank you. Videos can be viewed
on the station’s Facebook page @MyFM1013.
“Those sponsorships make a huge

impact. It really sets the tone for the entire
drive. We’re lucky to have so many generous friends,” said MyFM Operations manager and event coordinator, Ray Auger.
Toys for Kids and Teens is a 5013c nonprofit organization that collects and disperses toys during the holiday season to families
in need. Toys for Kids and Teens covers the
Blackstone Valley area, and further points
east. They can be reached through their
website at ToysForKidsAndTeens.com.

DR. MEHDI NAJAFI
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BLOSSOM DO-GOOD
By Marilyn Holman

In honor of Ben Franklin, America’s first new
who wrote the column Silence Do-Good, M
Owner/Manager of Town Crier Publications w
write a column using the pen name Blossom

HOLIDAY
SHOPPING
GUIDE
Before and After

Shop local. Buy local. Support your loca
nesses. It is a rallying cry heard ‘round the
all year long, but especially now at holiday
giving time. Local small businesses need y
Well, folks, for us here at The Town Cr
means the small businesses that advertis
are the ones that make this small town n
per (which is also a small business) poss
your gifts from the businesses that adver
our newspaper - because that way, the m
spend on holiday gifts and year-round se

@ Always Hair

196 E. Main St. • Milford, MA 01757 • 508-473-5163 • 508-473-4664
Quarry Square Plaza
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1/16 H
Free

$5 off

Wash, Cut
& Blowdry

Wash, Cut
& Blowdry

with a
First-Time Color!

JEW
IN
AR

$3 off

Serving Men,
Women & Children

Mens Haircut

elcome
Walk-ins w

Look & Feel Your Best
for the Holidays
at Greater Boston Medical Aesthetics

Crafter
Space
Available

Unique Handcrafted Gifts

Medical Spa Services

254 N. Main St., Uxbridge • 508-840-5435

• Botox & Fillers
• Hair Restoration

5 Ways to check

NO Surgery ~ NO Downtime

• Laser Skin Treatments

Double Chin ~ Sun Damage ~ Sagging Skin

... and More!

Complimentary
Consultations Available

Butterfly
Shop

Suellen Duque MSN, FNP-C
English/Portugese/Spanish speaking

25% OFF

on Mom's well-being
this holiday season.
GIVE A HUG

ALL SERVICES & GIFT CERTIFICATES

Do you notice weight changes, increased frailty?

Purchase by December 23, 2021. No expiration.

OBSERVE HER SOCIAL LIFE

Are there signs of active friendships, or isolation?

CHECK THE MAIL

Look for unopened mail or un

INSPECT THE KITCHEN
Look for expired food, broken

OPEN THE MEDICINE CABINET

Is your loved one taking medications as prescribed?

Greater Boston Medical Aesthetics
GREATER BOSTON MEDICAL AESTHETICS

GBMA

BODY SCULPTING & SKIN REJUVENATION

8

508.808.8096
54 Hopedale St., Hopedale, MA 01747

GreaterBostonMedicalAesthetics.com
Milford Town Crier

Use this checklist to look for warning signs during your holiday visits. If your mom
isn't doing well at home alone, Cornerstone at Milford may be the perfect solution. We
offer an innovative enriching approach to senior living and memory care.
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CHRISTMAS DINNER TO GO

~ Announces ~

t Your Community. Shop Local.

D

ws-paper man,
Marilyn Holman,
will occasionally
m Do-Good.

al busie country
y and gift
you. Why?
rier, it
se with us
newspasible. Buy
rtise in
money you
ervices

stays within your own community.
And another thing, if you shop at the big box
stores and purchase all those foreign made plastic
toys, where do they end up? In our landfills! According to a fascinating book I read a few years ago called
Garbology by Edward Humes, the United States
is becoming the garbage dump for those low wage
countries producing those cheap plastic items. Then
we have to figure out how to dispose of that trash
properly so it doesn’t wind up in the oceans, choking
our fish and filling our whales’ bellies with plastic so
they cannot eat and they die.
See, it goes on and on. We are all connected. If
you are moving, utilize Tony Gallo’s Moving and
Storage, and he can support New Hope. Buy your
oil from Jeff Mushnick so he can sponsor Claflin
Hill Symphony Orchestra. Buy your insurance from

ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF

Steve Ellis at Bright Insurance so he can donate to
Milford Medical Center. Attend events at Southwick
Zoo so that they can bring educational programs to
the children in our schools.
So once again, the mantra is SHOP LOCAL, BUY
LOCAL, SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES!
They are your friends and neighbors.
When your school children have a fundraiser and
need a donation, who do they go to? The local businesses. Have you purchased anything at that business
this year to help them give back to the community?
You should!
Make your holiday gift giving fun. SHOP LOCAL,
BUY LOCAL. Introduce yourself to the business
owners; they will be so glad to meet you! There are
new friends around every corner.
Namaste.

To Go
Call 508-478-0871
Let us do the work for you!

Cooked or Ready To
Cook...Your Choice.

BONELESS FOR YOUR CONVIENIENCE • NOTE: PLEASE ORDER EARLY

Full Boneless
PRIME RIB

Feeds approx. 14 people with
Au Jus, Mashed Potatoes
& Dessert

$499.99

~ Delicious Extras ~

Half Boneless
PRIME RIB

Feeds approx. 7 people with
Au Jus, Mashed Potatoes
& Dessert

Pumpkin Bread….$15.99 doz.
Cinnamon Rolls…$15.99 doz.
Onion Rolls………$15.99 doz.

$259.99

All orders must
be in by Dec. 22nd
and Picked up on
Dec. 24th between
1 p.m. & 3 p.m.

e#d
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WELER
THE
REA!

Bellingham 508.966.4477
www.marshallsjewelers.com
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Recycling Campaign Signs

Milford Boy Scouts Holding
Annual Christmas Tree Pickup

The Boy Scout Units of Milford will be holding their annual
Christmas Tree Pick Up on Sunday January 2, 2022, from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. Scouts request all trees be placed curbside no
later than 8 a.m. on the pickup day. The Scouts will go doorto-door to collect and recycle the trees for a donation of $8
per tree with all money directly benefiting the unit collecting
within your area. No reservations for pick up are needed as the
Scouts will travel to all streets in town to pick up trees.
Please leave your $8 donation (cash or personal check) in
an envelope attached directly to the tree. Checks may be made
payable to “The Boy Scouts of America.” The Milford Scouts
thank you for your support.

IMMEDIATE JOB OPENINGS

Earn top pay and benefits!
Experienced Oil & Propane Drivers
CDL with tank & hazmat endorsements required.

Experienced Service Technicians
Looking for a New Career?
Training provided for Oil & Propane Drivers
and Service Technicians.

Email resume: Jeffrey@medwayoil.com
or Michael@medwayoil.com
Medway Oil & Propane, 37 Broad St., Medway, MA 02053

Milford Federal Bank

In November, my friend
and I drove up to UNH in
a 2017 electric Chevy Bolt
packed to the brim with
over 225 old campaign
lawn signs. After the SolarTHINK GLOBALLY ize Mass Plus program,
we had 50 lawn signs left
ACT LOCALLY
at the program’s end and I
By Anne Mazar
did not want to trash them.
I found the metal wire
stands could be twisted and bent to make excellent
plant stakes… but what to do with the signs?
Then I heard a clip on the radio with UNH Occupational Therapy Professor Therese Willkomm,
PhD, where she and her students were recycling
old campaign signs. In assembly line fashion, they
were cleaning, cutting, folding and taping these
plastic-coated paper signs and transforming them
into devices for people with limited mobility. Often
these devices are expensive, but they were designing
and giving their devices away for free to transform
peoples’ lives. Brilliant! Other people donated signs
and the 50 devices became hundreds.
It was a pleasure to drop off the signs and meet an
appreciative Therese and learn more about her program. As we unloaded the signs, Therese yelled to
her friend, “Wheel out the gurney!” My friend and
I were amused and puzzled. Then her friend rolled
out a hospital gurney. Therese likes to reuse materials and the old wheeled stretcher was used as a dolly,
so we piled the signs on top.
Therese told us, “Over 5,000 multi-use assistive
technology devices have been created for individuals
with disabilities using recycled election signs. These
signs have also been instrumental in the design and
development of 136 different assistive technology
inventions including devices for reading, writing,
art, music, play, low vision aids, communication
devices, one handed jigs for employment, self-care
devices, adjustable iPad and cellphone holders for
wheelchairs, adjustable lap
trays and so much more.”
Therese has written three
DYI books on how these
devices can be made. Her
latest book is, Make Stuff
and Love People; Assistive Technology Solutions
in Minutes which can be
bought on Amazon.
With a range of over 200
miles on the Bolt, my husband and I use our electric
car for almost all of our

A student at UNH is learning to recycle an old campaign
lawn sign and develop skills in rapid fabrication creating customized assistive technology for people with disabilities. The
devices are given away free, which is a plus because these
devices can be costly. (Therese Willkomm photo)
driving. We don’t hassle with gas stations, but simply plug
in at home. However, for this trip a charge along the road
was needed. With a confidence boost from a fellow EV
owner and help from an app, we found a fast-charging station nearby UNH. In 30 minutes, the car was charged. This
charging station, like most, was conveniently located by
stores and restaurants. The new infrastructure bill set aside
funding to build many more charging stations to make it
even easier to charge along the road.
I plan to make the trip again. Anyone interested in
donating old signs contact amazar@mendonma.gov. As
Therese said, “Keeping these signs out of landfills is not
only great for the environment but awesome for our UNH
students to develop skills in rapid fabrication of assistive
technology for people with disabilities.”

The Milford Federal Bank mobile app makes
banking fast and easy, giving you time to relax
and enjoy the cocoa this holiday season!
Open a checking or savings account online!
Visit MilfordFederal.com or scan the code
to get started!

508.634.2500
Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket
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Above is a portable collapsible whiteboard that supports books, keyboards, paper, etc. made
out of an old campaign sign. The bottom of the board is covered in a nonslip rubber that grips
to his pants. The device collapses for easy transport. Devices like this can transform the life of
a person with limited mobility. (Therese Willkomm photo)

Milford Town Crier
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Milford Youth Cheerleading Squad
Earns Spot in National Competition

VIETNAM

War 50th Comemoration

T he

5 0th M a s s a ch uset

ts

Vietnam the 50th Massachusetts will be holding a special
ceremony to recognize and award a pin to deceased Vietnam
Veterans spouses. Those eligible to receive the pin are the
spouses of Vietnam Veterans who served in the U. S. Armed
Forces on active duty anytime during the period of November 1, 1955 to May 15, 1975 regardless of location of service.
At the same time, Lapel Pins will be awarded to Vietnam
Veterans who have not received one.
This event will be held on Saturday March 26, 2022 at
1:30P.M. It will take place at the Italian American Veterans
Post #40 Hall, 4 Hayward Street, Milford.
To make a reservation for this recognition please contact
Steve at 774-573-0548, uh1gun67@yahoo.com or Joe at
lut557@yahoo.com no later than February 15, 2022.

The Milford Youth Cheerleading U14 Squad earned a spot to compete in a
national competition in Orlando, FL. (Contributed photo)
508 422
4400
FULL
SERVICE MOVING AND STORAGE COMPANY
120 Quarry Dr., Milford | gallomoving.com

GUARANTEED PRICING
Flat rate and stress-free

Request a free, no-obligation quote:
ONLINE
www.gallowmoving.com,
or CALL 508-422-4400
It’s the

Right Move.

120 Quarry Drive, Milford, MA 01757

The Gallo Difference

 Uniformed and Professionally Trained Movers
 Background Checks on All Crews
 Free No Obligation Estimates

 Guaranteed, Flat Rate & Stress Free Pricing

Steps we have taken due to Covid-19

1. Contactless surveys – download our app, schedule a virtual survey
or call our office for options.
2. All trucks & equipment are disinfected before & after each move.
3. All crews follow CDC personal hygiene recommendations.

Move with Confidence. Move with Trust. Move with Gallo.
ICC# MC-67234 | USDOT #077949 | MASS DTE #30644

The Milford Youth Cheerleading Squad. (Contributed photo)
The Milford Youth Cheerleading U14 Squad is
competing in a national championship in Orlando, FL,
beginning December 9 through December 12.
The U14 Squad earned their spot to compete in Orlando by placing second at the regional championship
competition, which was held at the Webster Bank Arena
in Bridgeport, CT. Also, at the same regional competition, Milford’s Youth Cheerleading U10 Squad placed

seventh and the U12 Squad placed fourth.
“It is such an exciting time for these young athletes.”
said MYFC Cheer Coordinator Jaylin Grenard.
In an effort to help defray the costs of traveling to
Florida, the U14 Squad held various fundraising efforts
including setting up A GoFund Me page, which raised
approximately $4,000.

Gilpin CPA, INC

A Free Coat Giveaway
for Those in Need
The Sacred Heart Coat Closet will be holding monthly free coat
giveaways for Milford residents who are in need of warm winter coats
and cold weather gear. Adult and children’s sizes are available.
The giveaways will be held from 8 to 9:30 a.m. on the Saturdays of
January 8, 2022, and February 5, 2022.
The Sacred Heart Coat Closet is located in the Parish Center at
11 East Main St. in Milford.
For those who would like to donate a coat or cold weather
gear, adult and youth sizes that are new or gently used are gratefully
being accepted. The Coat Closet cannot accept anything that needs
to be dry cleaned or is in disrepair. Collection bins are located out in
front of the Parish Center at 11 East Main St.

DECEMBER 10, 2021

Your Ease of Mind is our Priority
Save Money, Save Time, Save Stress

Over 25 Years
Experience in Tax
Preparation and
Bookkeeping

We’ve Moved to a New Location
100 Medway Rd, Suite 202, Milford, MA 01757-2923
mark@gilpincpa.com or jeanne@gilpincpa.com
(508) 488-6110 (office), (508) 464-8500 (facsimile)
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SCHOOL NEWS

School Committee Discusses
Enrollment Concerns

By Scott Calzolaio
Town Crier Staff
Enrollment numbers are getting high as
help diminishes, and high-needs numbers
are on the rise, according to the newest
report from the Milford School Committee.
The discussion took place during a December 2 meeting.
Though most class sizes do not seem
overly large, it is the proportion of students
which require special services that is becoming a strain on teachers and administration.
To talk about the numbers and their coinciding effect on students and teachers were
Milford High School Media Specialist Nick
Molinari, and Stacy Middle School teacher
Cherie Peterson.
The conversation was part of a contractual
obligation to revisit the subject twice a year.
Peterson spoke specifically to troubling
numbers at Memorial Elementary from
the Mass. Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education, but stated the problem
doesn’t lie with just Memorial. Not accounting
for the 27 new students enrolled at Memorial
this year, she explained 50 percent of students
are ELL (English Language Learners), 60
percent are from low income households, and
72 percent are high needs. High need students
are defined as those who have Special Education needs, are ELL, low income, or various
combinations of the three.
Between ELL, low-income, and special
needs children, the number of students

6/12/22: Graduation
Stacy Middle School: The Stacy
Milford Public School
Middle School Performing Arts DeActivities and Events
partment will be presenting “Frozen
By Scott Calzolaio
Jr.” on March 4-5, 2022. “Frozen Jr.”
Staff Reporter
that require specialized learning plans has
expands upon the emotional relaDistrictwide News: Milford Public
increased exponentially from prior years. All
tionship and journey between Princesses
Schools has a target date of Jan. 3 for
while the district suffers a shortage of help.
Anna and Elsa, a story of true love and
vaccinated individuals at Milford High
“Usually you have one or two teaching
acceptance between sisters.
School to be able to opt-out of wearing
assistants and behavioral assistants for those
12/14: Stacy Gr. 7 Winter Concert, 7 p.m.
masks. Milford High School is currently
high needs students, but unfortunately this
12/15: Stacy PTO meeting, 7 p.m.
the only school in the district that qualiyear we’ve had such a drought of substitutes
12/17: School Spirit Day: Wear SMS
fies for this based on having a vaccination
that we can’t get substitutes to fill in for
Colors
rate of higher than 80 percent. Please
teachers who are out; we have to pull those
12/21: Stacy Gr. 6 Winter Concert, 7 p.m.
note this date may be pushed back if we
assistants to do substitute work,” she said.
Woodland Elementary School (WES):
see a rise in cases over December.
“You’re talking about standing in front of 19
WES Climbing to New Heights - Each
Only vaccinated individuals are eligible
students, 72 percent of whom are high needs,
house at Woodland discussed goal setting
to
opt out of masks. Still, anyone who
and attempting to teach lessons with no asand agreed upon STMath puzzle chalis vaccinated is welcome to continue to
sistance. That is extremely tough to teach.”
lenge goals for the fall.
wear a mask.
Superintendent of Schools, Kevin McThe goal for Red House was 68,000
The district will consider other schools
Intyre echoed the concerns voiced by Pepuzzles, the White House goal was 75,000
for the state opt out process that reach an
terson, touching on how many teachers and
puzzles, and the Blue House goal was
80 percent vaccination rate.
specialists are forced to work in the hallways
57,000 puzzles.
Milford Public Schools is pleased to
or out of closets. The lack of space for the
Woodland is proud to announce that
announce a $26,309 Federal Entitlement
growing population, they agreed, is an area
each house exceeded the goals that they
ARP Homeless Children/Youth grant was
of much concern. The question of expandset for themselves for the fall challenge.
secured.
ing the schools has not yet come into the
Woodland’s Winter Concert was held
12/24: Winter Vacation
conversation.
on December 8. Music and melodies
1 / 3: School Resumes
McIntyre said that these are all issues the
filled the cafetorium as performers
1/14: Early Release K-12, PreK closed
School Committee will be discussing in the
shared their talents with spectators.
1/17: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day-No
coming months.
1/12/22: Woodland PTO Meeting,
School- School offices closed
“Even though the class sizes seem accept7 p.m.
Milford High School: If you enjoy
able,” Peterson said, “When you count those
Memorial Elementary School: Stuhelping
others in need, consider joining
things that are happening, it gets tougher and
dents in Ms. Hatfield’s classroom learned
“Pen in a Box.” The club helps students in
tougher and tougher to provide the educaabout bats and their role in the environneed with school supplies. Meetings take
tion that we desperately want to provide to
ment last month.
place every Monday after school. StuMilford students.”
Students used the design process
dents interested in learning more about
Lack of toner and copy paper is also an
to create their own bat houses using
the club should contact club advisor,
issue at the elementary school level.
recycled materials for the unit’s culminathmckinney@milfordma.com, for more
ing project.
information.
Students in Ms. Chabot’s class used
Music is filling the E, and F-wing
their creativity and recycled materials to
hallways as the Performing Arts program
create their own floats to use during their
mind. Please consider attending one or more
prepares for upcoming holiday concerts.
classes hallway Macy Day Parade.
of these delicious dinners:
The MHS Winter Concert will be held on
Memorial will hold its annual in school
• January 6 - Roast Chicken
December 15 at 7 p.m.
winter-themed
All School Concert on
• February 3 - Roasted Pork Loin
MHS is pleased to announce it secured
Dec.
22.
• March 3 - Lasagna
a $35,000 Federal/Targeted MassGrad
12/22: All School Concert (held during
• April 7 - Chicken Parmesan
Promising Practices grant. Funding will
the
school day)
• May 5 - Porketta
be used to provide Adult Advocates for
1/
5/22: Memorial PTO meeting,
Tickets are $15 for adults and $8 for children
Student Support using two tiers of sup7
p.m.
under 12. Dinner seating times are at 5 p.m.,
port to ensure each identified student
Brookside Elementary School: Brook5:30 p.m., and 6 p.m. Seats are limited, and
receives personalized assistance from a
side’s
Giving Tree is filling up! Brookside’s
reservations are required. Make your reservaqualified Graduation/Re-engagement
Giving
Tree is on display in the library,
tions today by contacting Kathleen Manoogian
Coach.
and
taking
donations. Students and
at 508–529–7758 x3109 or kmanoogian@val12/15: MHS Winter Concert, 7 p.m.
staff
can
bring
in new hats, mittens, and
leytech.k12.ma.us. For additional information
Save the Dates:
socks
for
those
in need until December
about BVT’s giving back events, please visit
4/9/22: Junior Prom
22.
All
donations
will be brought to the
ValleyTech.k12.ma.us/GivingBack.
5/27/22: Senior Prom
Daily Bread Food Pantry in Milford for
distribution to families in the Milford
community.
Music teachers and staff are hard at
work preparing for the annual in school
winter-themed All School Concert on
Dec. 23.
12/23: All School Concert (held during
the school day)
Please note our special holiday hours
1/5/22: Brookside PTO Meeting, 7 p.m.
Shining Star Early Childhood Center
Christmas Eve • Friday, December 24th • Open 8:30 am – 12:00 pm
(SSECC): Students who model good
Christmas Day • Saturday, December 25th • Closed
character are nominated weekly by their
teacher to be a “Character Kid.”
New Year’s Eve • Friday, December 31st • Open 8:30 am – 1:00 pm
Students earn a Star Student Certificate
New Year’s Day • Saturday, January 1st • Closed
and place their picture on the Center’s
Strong Character Kids bulletin board.
Hours may be subject to change due to weather.
Visit CharlesRiverBank.com for up-to-date information.
SSECC Character Kids for the month
of November are:
Stay connected.
Showing Kindness: Anistyn Perry.
❅ Mobile Banking & Check Deposit – Download the app
Hazel Kennedy. Liam Chumania-Bunay,
❅ Online Banking & Bill Payment – CharlesRiverBank.com
Jazmin Chuma-Bermeo. John Aguiar❅ Surcharge-Free ATMs
DoCarmo, Juztyn Ortega, Laia Pena,
❅ And More!
Ariandel Skerrett, and Logan McIsaac,
Being Cooperative: Jake Snow
Being Brave: Ella Quickmire and
Emma Quickmire
Showing Responsibility: Jack Lucas,
Mia
Machado, and Michaela Herman
70 Main Street, Medway | 2 South Maple Street, Bellingham | 1 Hastings Street, Mendon
1/11/22: Shining Star PTO, 7 p.m.

Extra Credits

BVT’s Dine Out & Do Good

Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational
Technical High School (BVT) students,
in coordination with the BVT SkillsUSA
chapter and the Culinary Arts program,
will organize and host a series of fundraising dinners this school year to benefit
charitable organizations and causes. The
proceeds will benefit the Be Like Brit Foundation and the BVT SkillsUSA chapter.
Each all-you-can-eat dinner includes a
themed buffet, dessert, and beverage is held
on a Thursday evening (except for the October dinner) at the Three Seasons Restaurant,
which is on the school campus at 65 Pleasant
Street in Upton.
Dine and unwind with a great cause in

We hope you have a merry & bright

Holiday Season.

Follow
us on

Equal Housing Lender
Member FDIC • Member DIF
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BVT Girls Bring ‘Heart’
To XC Season

BVT Boys Make XC Program’s
First All-State Meet

Members of the BVT boys cross country team qualified for the all-state meet and include
L to R: Owen Atkins, Matt Phelps, Nathan Slaney, Kaden Vincelette, Cooper O’Neil,
Cameron Ladd, and Deven Arthur. (Contributed photo)
Members of the BVT girls cross country team. Pictured L to R are: Mia Boucher,
Rillary Madruga-Ferreira, Alison Graves, Amanda Pajak, Maia Tyra, Carson DaCosta,
and Haleigh Reynolds. (Contributed photo)
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
This year’s Blackstone Valley Tech girls’
cross country team was not the most experienced squad that head coach Caitlin
Forgit has had during her tenure, but the
Beavers’ season included an individual
league champion and a strong team
performance.
“They were great, they were probably
the team with the most heart that I have
ever coached,” Forgit said. “They wanted
to do well. They got nervous because they
wanted to perform well.”
The nerves seemed to have paid off.
BVT posted a strong third place finish in
the Colonial Athletic League meet and
four of the girls finished in the top-20
and earned medals.
Junior Amanda Pajak captured the
individual league championship. Forgit
said she was not certain whether Valley
Tech has had an individual cross country
champion, but it has not happened in her
nine years at the helm of the program.
Pajak won the title by about a minute.
As a team, Valley Tech posted topfive finishes in both the state vocational

meet and the district meet and checked
in 11th in the Division 2A state meet.
Pajak qualified for the all-state meet as an
individual.
“I think she is going to keep improving,” Forgit said. “She has a strong work
ethic and she has the desire to do well.”
Forgit pointed out that Pajak ran well
this year despite dealing with some nagging injuries.
“She had to take it easy a little bit,” her
coach said. “If she can stay healthy, she
will be even better.”
Sophomore Alison Graves added to Valley Tech’s depth as one of the top runners
in her first season with the program. Maia
Tyra, another sophomore, was the number
two female runner this year. Sophomore
Haleigh Reynolds and juniors Mia Boucher, Carson DaCosta, and Rillary MadrugaFerreira were all consistent contributors to
the successful year.
After a solid season, Forgit is happy
to have so much talent returning in the
girls’ program.
“All of our varsity girls are coming
back,” she said. “I think we will definitely
be contenders.”

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Blackstone Valley Tech boys’ cross
country team reached a new milestone this
fall, qualifying for the first all-state meet in
program history.
The Beavers finished ninth at the Division
2A state meet and earned the spot in the allstate competition as one of the top scoring
wild card teams at the divisional level.
“The kids were extremely excited,” head
coach Caitlin Forgit said. “They had an
amazing season. It was pretty cool for the
boys to get to the all-state meet for the first
time in school history.”
Valley Tech accomplished the first-time
feat with a lineup that is made up almost entirely of runners who will be coming back to
the program next year. Sophomore Nathan
Slaney and junior Cooper O’Neil were the
top two runners for the team this fall. Deven
Arthur, a freshman, was another consistent
performer and was the second fastest freshman at the state divisional meet.
Senior Kaden Vincelette also regularly
finished among the top four on the team.
The top-end talent and depth helped Valley Tech post several strong finishes in major
meets. The Beavers finished second to eventual state champion Parker Charter in the
Colonial Athletic League meet and earned

another second place finish at the state vocational competition. Forgit said the runner up
finish at the state voke was “disappointing,”
but pointed out that several of her runners
posted their fastest times of the year.
“This was probably the fastest boys team
to run at the state voke, the competition
was just stiff,” she said. “Greater Lowell had
a really good team, and they beat us out but
I couldn’t have asked for much more. They
ran a lot of good times and really ran their
best.”
In addition to Vincelette, BVT will lose
first-year senior Owen Atkins, who Forgit
said was the team’s most improved runner
through the fall.
“He just got better every meet,” she said.
“He probably started about 15th on the team
and worked his way up to being our number
five runner.”
Junior Cameron Ladd and sophomore
Matt Phelps helped round out the varsity
roster. Forgit said that there are strong
runners coming up for next season that she
hopes will help the team meet or exceed the
high bar it set this fall.
“We know we can compete with everyone,
and that’s really exciting,” Forgit said. “I had
a few coaches come up to me and say they
are noticing BVT, so we are raising some
eyebrows.”

Milford Boys Basketball A ‘Blank Canvas’ This Winter
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
It did not take Milford High varsity basketball coach
Paul Seaver long to do the math and tabulate the total
amount of playing time he has coming back to the court
this winter.
Zero.
“I have zero minutes, zero seconds, zero humans who
have varsity experience,” Seaver said. “It’s a blank slate completely, a blank canvas, however you want to describe it.”
Milford played all seniors last year during the COVID-19 impacted season. This winter, the Scarlet Hawks
have a roster that is very diverse by age, including four
freshmen.
“We are set up well to compete in the future,” Seaver
said. “But I think we are set up well to compete this year as
well; this year is going to come down to how we approach
things day-by-day.”
Heading into the season opener, Seaver said it’s still
somewhat unclear who will play a big role for his team this
winter. But several players have stood out enough to garner
their coach’s attention. Seaver said the offense will likely be
turned over to sophomore Jake Soares, a point guard.
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“He played junior varsity as a freshmen during the
pandemic year and had a good year and a good offseason,”
Seaver said. “He is going to be our primary ball handler.”
Junior Wyatt Zagami will be a focal point of the Scarlet
Hawks’ offense. Seaver said he expects Zagami to play on
the wing and stressed that Milford will need him to pro-
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duce in order to be successful.
MHS will have four seniors on the roster this year. While
the group is experienced when it comes to high school
athletics, they will all be making their varsity basketball
debuts.
Nick Schuler is one of the team’s captains and will be a
forward. Paul Roberts, another captain, is one of the taller
players on the team and Seaver said he will be needed to
add length to a roster that is otherwise undersized. Seniors
Justin Muanya and Justin Luchini will add depth, and
Seaver said he would not be surprised to see some of the
freshmen playing big roles.
“There are a lot of unknowns and we are kind of treating
it that way in the locker room,” the coach said. “We are
teaching a lot this year, including teaching the culture. We
have a brand new group of guys who are in a varsity locker
room for the first time.”
While Seaver always preaches a game-by-game approach, it rings especially true this year with so many new
players.
“We’ve been planning to attack this season in a specific
way,” he said. “We had a fantastic first week and I think
we’re ready to go.
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BVT Tops Nipmuc in Fenway Holiday Showdown

The Beavers played the Warriors at Fenway Park in the annual Thanksgiving football game.
(Contributed photo)
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Blackstone Valley Tech used a strong
run game to outlast Nipmuc in the annual
holiday football matchup between the two
neighboring programs, a game made even
more special because it was played on the
hallowed grounds of Fenway Park.
“It felt like a normal game until we
walked out of the tunnel,” said BVT interim head coach Anthony Landini. “Then
it kind of became a reality that we were at
Fenway.”
The Beavers beat the Warriors 47-19 in
the first high school game between Central
Mass. teams played at the home of the Red

Sox. Josh Mateo and Trey Howe combined
to rush for more than 300 yards for Valley
Tech, which jumped out to a 28-0 lead at
halftime.
Despite coming up short, Nipmuc head
coach Dave Tupper said the game was a
“phenomenal experience” for his players.
“Our kids did what they did all year,
which was play hard,” Tupper said. “It was
a great experience for everyone. It was
very unique being in that setting, using the
Red Sox locker room, it was just a great
atmosphere for football.”
BVT was playing on a short week after
losing in the state semifinal, but Tupper
said he knew his team was going up

Hundreds of students and parents gathered in the stands at Fenway Park to cheer on their
football team. (Contributed photo)
against a talented squad.
“We knew if we played mistake free and
they made a couple of mistakes, we’d be
fine, but it didn’t work out that way,” he
said.
Nipmuc quarterback Oscar Clark continued to be a dual threat for the Warriors,
running for a touchdown and throwing for
two more. Jason Ramsey added an interception on BVT’s first drive and caught a
second half touchdown pass.
The win is the fourth win in a row for
the Beavers in the Pleasant Street series,
with BVT leading Nipmuc overall 9-4.
Howe scored three touchdowns for Valley Tech. He scored the fourth and final
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touchdown of the first half on a trick play
that saw the ball go from quarterback Alex
Burgos to Evan Laughlin before Howe
took it the rest of the way.
For the senior classes of both schools,
the setting provided a fitting end to
careers that started four years ago with
appearances in the Super Bowl at Gillette
Stadium.
“The seniors ended their first year with
a state title run and for them to finish out
at Fenway is really special,” Landini said.
“It’s a bittersweet ending, with a win over
your rival. They might not realize it now
but they will always remember their last
football game.”

The Town Crier Staff wishes all our
readers and advertisers a ...
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Milford’s Simas a Track Title Contender

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Milford brings a small track and field
roster to the 2021-2022 girls’ winter season
with only 15 athletes in the program who
are looking to defend a Hockomock League
championship won a season ago.
Many of the top-end athletes from that
team have graduated, but Milford does
bring junior Kiyanni Simas back to the
track and head coach Dan Gordon said she
will be someone to watch.
“She is a potential state champion,” Gordon said. “I don’t think that is outside the
realm of the conversation.”
Simas finished fifth in the state in the
100-meter dash during her outdoor track
season last spring. The junior has already
amassed a wealth of honors during her
track career. She has medaled in both the

100 and the long jump at the state track
meet and has medaled at the New England
meet as well.
“She is one of the best sprinters Milford
High has ever had,” Gordon said. “Since she
arrived at MHS from middle school, she
has been a star.”
And, despite the relatively small roster,
Simas is not the only star Gordon will have.
Sarah Flanagan is a strong sprinter who has
battled through some injuries over the past
season. Gordon said the Scarlet Hawks will
be looking to her to excel in the sprinting
events.
On the distance side, Sydney Kalil is back
after a strong cross country season that
ended with a trip to the state championships.
“I expect her to compete well in the mile
and the two mile this year,” Gordon said.
“With the amount she improved in cross

country, she is poised to have a great track
season.”
With the athletes he has this year,
Gordon said he will likely be able to put
together good relay teams.
Gordon is hopeful that Milford’s talent
will be enough to overcome the lack of
depth as the season progresses. He said the
girls would love to defend their Hock title,
but it may take more people joining the
program. Gordon noted that other athletes
are switching over to track and field as
other sports finalize rosters and make cuts.
The coach would also like to see great
individual successes.
“I want to have Milford athletes represented at the state championship,” Gordon said. “The ultimate compliment to a
program is how many people you can get to
qualify for the districts or the states.”

MHS junior Kiyanni Simas is someone to
watch during this winter’s track and field
season. (Contributed photo)

Milford Boys Track
Mixes Veterans with
Skilled Newcomers
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Milford High boys’ track and field team
is looking to replace a number of athletes lost
to graduation from last winter’s team, but the
Scarlet Hawks bring a strong mix of experience
and potential that has head coach Dan Gordon
encouraged about the team’s prospects.
“It’s been good so far,” he said after the first
week of the preseason. “We have not gotten
into any competition yet but we are trying to
see where everybody is fitness wise. We have
a lot of guys coming out for the first time,
including a bunch of throwers who are excited
to learn.”
Marco Monteiro, a standout on the
football team, joined the track program and
Gordon said he is already showing promise
in the shot put.
“He is eager to learn and he has been a great
student so far,” Gordon said. “He is a phenomenal athlete. It makes everything better when
you have good athletes on the team.”
Sophomore Keith Lee has also caught his
coach’s eye with his throwing prowess. As
the newer athletes learn the ropes, MHS will
lean on some track and field veterans this
winter as well.
Senior captain Sam Borst will be a big factor in the 600 meter run, the 4 x 400 relay, and
potentially the 55 hurdles, his coach said.
“Sam had a really good spring track
season,” Gordon said. “He medaled at the
Division II state meet in the springtime, so
we will be looking to him to follow up those
performances.”
Senior James Comisky is a two-miler who
qualified for the states during the cross country season this fall, running the qualifying
time during the very last meet of the season.
“He came out strong. We are hoping we will
qualify for another state meet,” Gordon said.
Mark Butters is also eyeing the state championship in the mile, giving Milford an excellent one-two punch in the distance events.
Milford has 25 athletes on the boys’ roster
this year, which Gordon said is a little lower
than during a typical season. But he said the
team is glad to be back competing under
more normal circumstances, including live
meets at Boston’s Reggie Lewis Center or at
Wheaton College. Gordon said the Scarlet
Hawks are looking to excel.
“The goal never changes,” he said. “We
want to be as competitive as possible with the
number of students we have.”
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Milford Athletes Look
to Lead Hopedale Hockey

MHS Girls Basketball
Eyes Postseason
in 2021-22

Tyler Lane figure to be top-six forwards this
year and Joey Mahoney will be a force on
the blue line.
“Joey is a really good defenseman,”
MacQuarrie said. “He is probably the best
one-on-one defender we have. He’s about
6-foot-3, a big kid and very strong on his
skates.”
Sean McGee has seen time at center, but
MacQuarrie said he is versatile enough to
move to the wing. That type of skill will help
Hopedale balance its lines, a trait the head
coach likes to see in his teams.
Milford is also supplying some younger
athletes who could make an impact immediately for a team with title aspirations.
Joe Butler and Aidan Collins, both of whom
made the team as freshmen and have older
brothers in the program, will see significant
ice time, MacQuarrie said.
Butler will likely land a spot as a top-four
defenseman, the coach said. Collins will be
on one of the forward lines, possibly playing
alongside his brother. During a recent scrimmage, Hopedale pulled off a Collins hat trick:
two goals for Aidan and a third by Cam.
MacQuarrie said he has put together the
toughest schedule his team has seen in the
hopes of being tournament tested by the
time the playoffs come along.
“I wanted a tough schedule to see how
we respond,” he said. “It will be tough for
us now, but hopefully it’ll help us get to the
tournament, win a game or two, and take it
from there.”

SPORTS FLASH
By Chris Villani

Sports Reporter/Columnist

The fact that tournament play was called
off last winter was particularly disappointing for the Hopedale hockey team, which
rolled through the regular season undefeated and dominated teams at times.
But the good news for the Blue Raiders
is most of the team’s top talent is back this
winter, including a group of Milford High
School (MHS) athletes who figure to play
big roles on both ends of the ice.
“They are a big part of the team and a
driving force for the team,” head coach Mike
MacQuarrie said of the Milford contingent.
MHS senior Cam Collins, one of the
team’s captains, is one of those players.
“He is an MVP candidate,” MacQuarrie
said. “He might be one of the top five players in our conference.”
Other distinctive players include Junior
Brady Butler who has amassed more than
40 goals over the past two years, including
21 goals in a shortened season last winter.
Senior Johnny Tomaso, another captain,
allowed around a half a goal per game in net
for Hopedale last year.
Matt Girard, a defenseman, is another
captain and MHS student and a physical
presence on the back line. Eric Landry and

By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
After playing just 11 games last season,
Milford High girls’ basketball head coach
T.J. Dolliver is happy to be getting back to
a full slate this winter. The Scarlet Hawks
won three games a year ago, despite only
playing games against league foes in the
ultra-competitive Hockomock League.
Now, Dolliver is excited to see what his
team can do with a regular season.
“It was a blessing just to be able to play
last year, but it was also a little disappointing because, if we had a full season,
we could have definitely shown our
improvement much more,” he said.
Instead, the girls’ basketball team will
try to show that improvement this year
after graduating seven seniors. A total of
eight players return to the floor, including four senior captains and a fifth senior
exchange student.
Olivia Morelli, Jess Douglas, Jill Arauji,
and Aubrey Korpi are all back for their
final year with MHS hoops.
“They don’t have a lot of game time
experience, but they have all been in
the program since they were freshmen,”
Dolliver said. “Their teammates voted
them captains for a reason and I am
expecting them to be leaders and make
sure they put the team first and develop

a good culture.”
Milford is also hoping for a lift from
Italian exchange student Maddalena
Mannucci, who has aspirations to play
college basketball in the United States.
“She was emailing me over the summer asking about an offseason training
program,” Dolliver said. “She made a
good first impression by asking the right
questions. She is very skilled and I am
definitely excited to get the ball rolling
and see what she can do.”
The Scarlet Hawks also have some experienced juniors in Brooke Ferreira and
Emily Croteau, both of whom have been
with the team for three years.
“Brooke has been starting since she
was a freshman so I am interested to
see what kind of steps she takes from
sophomore to junior year,” Dolliver said.
“Emily is definitely going to make a big
impact this year, so I am looking forward
to that as well.”
In past seasons, a spot in the playoffs
was determined solely by a team’s winloss record. This year, a rating system will
factor in strength of schedule to place
teams in the postseason. Either way, Dolliver said his team is hoping to be in the
state tournament.
“Every year the goal is the same,” he
said. “Step one is to make the playoffs.”
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WHY PAY THE DIFFERENCE

PROGRAM

THE DIFFERENCE?

PURCHASE WITH PEACE OF MIND

5 Day RETURN/EXCHANGE
2020 TOYOTA

TUNDRA 4x4
As low
as

$154/wk

2016 SMART

FORTWO COUPE
As low
as

$24/wk

IF YOU CAN’T TELL

2020 CADILLAC

ESCALADE

As low
as

$263/wk

2019 VW

TIGUAN SUV
As low
as

$88/wk

“We sell more
because we
have more!”

ALL VEHICLES
ARE IMPERIAL
CERTIFIED
FIVE DAY
VEHICLE
EXCHANGE
FREE CAR FAX
REPORT

PURCHASE FROM YOUR HOME -

WE'LL BRING THE TEST DRIVE TO YOU!
Mike Penner
General Manager

2018 TOYOTA

OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENTS
ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

2018 HYUNDAI

2017 JEEP

RAV4 AWD SUV SONATA LIMITED WRANGLER 4x4
As low
as

$80/wk

As low
as

$71/wk

As low
as

$98/wk

#TP0967 • SR5, SX PKG, ALLOYS, V8

#P14333 • HEATED SEATS, BLUETOOTH

#43074 • NAV, SUNROOF, 4WD, V8

#TP1155 • AWD, 17” ALLOYS, TURBO

#H22161A • LE TRIM, BACK-UP CAM

#H22128A • LEATHER, NAV, SUNROOF

#D11935CDJ • UNLIMITED SPORT, V6

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2018 FORD

2019 SUBARU

2020 LINCOLN

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

2019 CHEVY

2020 CADILLAC

2019 FORD

$53,625

$

46,577

F-150 XL 4x4
As low
as

$126/wk

$19,100

$

9,477

LEGACY 2.5i

As low
as

$81/wk

$83,895

$

77,377

NAUTILUS SUV
As low
as

$113/wk

#42399C • 20” ALLOYS, 2.7L TURBO

#D12159A • ALLOYS, AWD, STARLINK

#P14075L • HEATED LEATHER, AWD

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 JEEP

2018 RAM

2018 HYUNDAI

$46,945

$

38,477

$30,595

$

25,877

$48,480

$

34,977

$32,295

$

27,977

OVER 490

$99/wk

As low
as

$105/wk

25,477

CAR FAX
ONE-OWNER

VEHICLES!!
2017 INFINITI

As low
as

$34,350

$

22,977

$54,895

$

30,677

SILVERADO 1500 XT4 PREMIUM EXPLORER XLT
As low
as

®

As low
as

$76/wk

$

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

CHEROKEE 4x4 1500 EXPRESS SANTA FE SUV Q50 3.0t AWD
As low
as

$36,225

$111/wk

As low
as

$137/wk

As low
as

$117/wk

#121335A • 4X4, ALLOYS, RST, V8

#42730V • SUNROOF, NAV, LEATHER

#P14075L • 4X4, ALLOYS, LEATHER, NAV

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$46,750

$

34,377

2018 CHEVY

CRUZE SEDAN
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as

$110/wk

$52/wk

$50,980

$

41,577

2018 LEXUS

RX 350 SUV

As low
as

$161/wk

$41,850

$

35,977

2018 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE
As low
as

$111/wk

#211125A • LIMITED, NAV, SUNROOF, V6

#P14304GG • 20” ALLOYS, V6, 4X4

#H21269B • 3.3L V-6, ALLOYS, AWD

#42809 • SUNROOF, NAV, LEATHER

#CD11994 • ALLOYS, HEATED SEATS

#CH02544V • AWD, SUNROOF, NAV

#D12103V • NAV, 4X4, SUNROOF

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$37,835

$

30,977

$42,700

$

32,677

$34,305

$

24,377

$41,850

$

33,977

$23,400

$

17,577

$53,970

$

48,577

$42,950

$

34,477

SHOP AND COMPARE OVER 2,000 VEHICLES - IN ONE LOCATION! STARTING AT ONLY $8,977 // WE SELL MORE, BECAUSE WE HAVE MORE!!!
SALE ENDS 12/18/21. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2011 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.
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300 FORTUNE BLVD. MILFORD, MA 01757
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