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Tusino Proposes
Family Services Unit
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
Mental health issues, long ignored or
stigmatized, are finally getting more attention from the media as of late. One Milford
police officer knows just how important that
is and has an innovative plan to make sure
everyone has access to the mental health
help they need.
“For me, it’s all about mental health,” said
Deputy Chief Robert Tusino. “We need to
spend more dollars and resources on mental
health as a country.”
Besides his police duties, Tusino has been
a paramedic for 32 years and noted that he
had been “in the backs of ambulances since
I was 18.” He has also served as a New York
City police officer.
Tusino is hoping to establish a Family
Services Unit that will consolidate mental
health and other resources to make them
quickly accessible to everyone, particularly
underserved people who might otherwise
have difficulty getting things like therapist
appointments and other medical care.
“I promise you that 90 percent of what
are considered crimes are ‘crimes’ – with the
quotation marks. They aren’t things we call
crimes in the Police Department,” Tusino
said. “More needs to be done for mental
health. These are people who, in my humble
opinion, society has failed. They’re missing
their meds, they’re not following their regimen, they’re not a high-functioning member of society. When they don’t get that, they
spiral, and that leads to other things.”
Tusino’s plan includes having trained
mental health personnel as part of the Police
Department. These could potentially be
mental health professionals and/or police
officers who receive additional mental
health training.
“That’s why we need to have that supervisory line built up,” he said. “The patrol officer is so taxed with doing reports and calls
for service that you need the sergeants to try
to be the maestro of it all.”
Often someone having a mental health
crisis might also need help with other issues,
such as addiction or homelessness. Under
Tusino’s Family Services Unit idea, one call
would get that person the assistance they
need, immediately.
Under current conditions, individuals
might be taken to a hospital or referred to
a clinic or treatment program, but actually
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receiving help is often a long, complicated
process that frequently doesn’t work.
“The hospital has nowhere to put them.
They’re boarding at the hospital. If you
weren’t upset and frustrated before, imagine going to a hospital room where there’s
not a lot of stimulation because it’s the
intermediary spot they’re trying to find for
you,” said Tusino. “You’re stuck there for
what could be weeks. If you weren’t in crisis
before, you’re in extreme crisis right now.
The system has failed. It’s not the fault of
the counselors and clinicians. It’s the fault of
society and not spending resources to have
that next step. We have failed mental health
concerns and needs.”
Insurance is often a stumbling block in
getting help for people with mental health
issues, and Tusino calls prioritizing insurance over mental health “inexcusable.”
“I understand the importance of insurance, but there should be a certain allotment
set aside for emergency health crises that
doesn’t even deal with insurance,” he said.
“In context, I worked at UMass yesterday. I
saw 14 people. I asked how old they were,
if they were on meds – I did not ask what
insurance they had. It’s okay if you get hit
by a car or have a heart attack, but not for
mental health. If someone out there doesn’t
think they need a mental health advocate,
then they really need one.”
While the cost of hiring or training mental
health personnel is high, the cost – both
financial and emotional – of not having
adequate, easily accessible mental health services is much higher. Without rapid access to
the assistance they need, people with mental
health issues will continue to require police
and emergency services to get them through
each episode, a “fix” that’s only temporary.
“I would like to be the model for this area
with the Family Services Unit,” Tusino said.
“How I’d like to set it up is having all these
resources that claim they’re available could
be coordinated and dispensed by that unit.”
Tusino plans to go before the Select Board
in the future in hopes of establishing the
Family Services Unit. Meanwhile, he’ll keep
right on helping whoever he can, however
he can.
“It’s the best thing when you see this
people (after they receive help) and see how
happy they are, how happy their families
are,” Tusino said. “That’s where we need to
be. We need to act now.”

IMPERIAL TOYOTA
is New England’s

And the Winner is Yeti McFreeze!
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LEASE RETURN HEADQUARTERS

FAST and EASY PROCESS

Drive in or Call Ahead to Schedule an Appointment

We gladly accept all Toyota Lease Returns
‐ even if your lease is not from us.
And we will pay you $500 on the spot for Toyota Lease Returns

CALL: 508-488-2382

IMPERIAL TOYOTA

Congratulations to Yeti McFreeze, who was named the winner of the Milford Town Crier’s
Biggest Snowman Contest. Yeti McFreeze stood at 5 feet, 2 inches tall. He was created by
Owen Rose, age 11, and his Dad, Jason, on January 7 and resided on Beaver St.
(Contributed photo) See Page 8 for more snowman photos.

Missionary Family Returns to U.S.
for Freedom and the “Little Things”
By Christine Galeone
Staff Reporter
When the COVID-19 pandemic hit,
Myla and Rick Berry and their son, Aden,
were living in the Philippines. The retired
teacher and native of the Philippines said
that, unfortunately, she and her husband
weren’t able to continue the missionary
work that they had been doing in Thailand and Cambodia.
Still, she said she was most concerned
about the impact of the strict pandemic
lockdowns on her son Aden, which she
described as including many checkpoints,
remote learning only and confinement to
their small home and yard.
She viewed the limitations on her son
as “heartbreaking.” So, she and her American-born husband made a decision. “We
decided to come back here, because it
would be better for all of us,” she said.
MISSIONARY FAMILY Pg. 5

Brand Spankin’ New

Brand Spankin’ New

MSRP:
$45,933

2022 TOYOTA

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$

45,433

+

#NS208394
• Back-Up Cam • Lane Departure • 3rd Row Seats

439*

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

$

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

save $500
10 HIGHLANDERs
AVAILABLE

*New 2022 Highlander XLE V6 AWD with MSRP: $45,933. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per
year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $439 per month for 36 months with $3,199 due at signing (including first month’s
payment of $439, acquisition fee of $650, customer capitalized cost reduction of $2,110). Tax, title, registration, and
inspection fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# NS208394. Offer ends 04/16/2022.

+ SALE ENDS 04/16/2022. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION OR DISCOUNTS. PRICES NOT VALID WITH PRIOR SALES. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. NEW
CAR PRICES INCLUDE ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER INCENTIVES AND OUR IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2012 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE
US FOR DETAILS. DELIVERY MUST BE TAKEN FROM DEALER STOCK. CUSTOMER’S FINAL PAYMENT MAY BE HIGHER OR LOWER DEPENDING ON FINAL TRANSACTION PRICE.
ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND $398 DOCUMENTATION FEE. THE BUY FOR PRICE REQUIRES DEALERSHIP SOURCE FINANCING. 5
DAY OR 200 MILE RETURN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE - IF YOU'RE NOT HAPPY WITH YOUR IMPERIAL CERTIFIED USED VEHICLE, BRING IT BACK
WITHIN 5 DAYS OR 200 MILES AND WE WILL GIVE YOU A CREDIT OF YOUR FULL PURCHASE PRICE TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER IN STOCK VEHICLE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. CALL 508-488-2382 TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO TEST DRIVE.

MSRP:
$26,159

2022 TOYOTA

HIGHLANDER
XLE - V6 AWD

The Berry Family left to right include Aden,
Myla, Keith, and Rick, who seem
to be fans of all the Boston sports teams.
(Contributed photo)

COROLLA

SE FWD SEDAN
BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$

25,659

+

#NJ085047
• Lane Departure • Back-Up Cam • Bluetooth

279*

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

$

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

save $500
8 COROLLAs
AVAILABLE

*New 2022 Corolla SE with MSRP: $26,159. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per year. $0.15 per
mile excess. Lease for $279 per month for 36 months with $2,999 due at signing (including $1,575 cash or trade down,
first month’s payment of $279, documentary preparation fee of $495, and bank acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration,
and inspection fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# NJ085047. Offer ends 04/16/2022.

300 F O RT U N E B O U L E VA R D | M I L F O R D, M A 01757

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALTOYOTAMA.COM
NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6

Milford Easter Services
First Congregational Church of Milford
4 Congress St., 508-473-5259
Pastor Jane Wilson
MilfordCongregational.org
Easter Sunday, April 17:
Easter Service in the Sanctuary, 10 a.m.
Also, live streamed on
YouTube Link at
Youtube.com/channel/
UCOjaZo0SxS2zQsd2HvqGQbA
Or Facebook Link at
Facebook.com/church.milford
First United Methodist Church
of Milford
39 Exchange St., 508-473-4252
Pastor Daniel D. Stone
Maundy Thursday, April 14:
Worship Service at 7 p.m.
Good Friday, April 15:
Worship Service at 12 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 17:
Easter Sunday Worship Service
at 10 a.m.
View FUMCMilford.org
for more information.

Mount of the Lord
23 Pine St.
401-215-5760
MountOfTheLord.org
Pastor Christopher Akagla
View website
for more information.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish
5 East Main St., 508-634-5435
SacredHeartMilford.org
Rev. Richard A. Scioli, C.S.S.
Holy Thursday, April 14:
Mass at 7 p.m.
Good Friday, April 15:
Service at 3 p.m.
Holy Saturday, April 16:
Easter Vigil Mass at 7:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 17:
Easter Sunday Mass at 8 a.m.
& 10 a.m.
The Way Church
41 Pine St., 508-341-2842
Pastor Eric Rodriguez
View TheWayChurch.Net
for more information.

St. Mary of the Assumption Church
19 Winter St., 508-473-2000
StMarymilford.org
Rev. Peter Joyce
Masses are live streamed through
website or Facebook. MilfordTV.
Holy Thursday, April 14:
Mass, Multi-Lingual, at 7 p.m.
Good Friday, April 15:
Service, Spanish, at 11 a.m.
Service, English, at 3 p.m.
Service, Portuguese, at 7 p.m.
Holy Saturday, April 16:
Easter Vigil Mass, Multi-Lingual,
at 8 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 17:
Easter Sunday Mass, English,
at 7:30 a.m.
Easter Sunday Mass, Portuguese,
at 9 a.m.
Easter Sunday Mass, English,
at 10:30 a.m.
Easter Sunday Mass, Spanish,
at 12 p.m.

Salvation Army
29 Congress Street, 508-473-0786
Captains/Pastors Kevin and
Kelley Polito
Easter Sunday, April 17:
Easter Sunrise Service at 8 a.m.
Easter Breakfast at 8:30 a.m.
Easter Holiness Meeting at 10 a.m.
View
Facebook.com/milfordsalvationarmy/
for more information.
Trinity Episcopal Church
17 Congress St., 508-473-8464
TrinityChurchMilford.org
Rev. John Elliott Lein
Holy Wednesday, April 13:
Tenebrae Service with St. Mary
of the Assumption at 7 p.m.
Maundy Thursday, April 14:
Worship Service at 7 p.m.
Good Friday, April 15:
Stations of the Cross at 6:30 p.m.
Liturgy at 7 p.m.
Holy Saturday, April 16:
Great Vigil of Easter at 8 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 17:
Holy Eucharist Rite I Service at 8 a.m.
Holy Eucharist Rite II Service at 10 a.m.

*Please Note: Most church services are livestreamed as well as being held in person. Visit the church websites or Facebook pages for livestreaming information.

Big Banks Serve Investors.

We Serve You!

91 Prospect Street, Milford, MA

We’re not going anywhere. After all, we live here, too!
When big banks move or close, they dictate where your money goes. As a mutual community bank, we have
been serving Central Massachusetts for 152 years. We value all of our relationships and we’re here to serve
your financial needs.

Stop by our branch at 91 Prospect Street, call 508.478.5666, or visit us online!

www.unibank.com/milford
Connecting all offices: 800.578.4270 • www.unibank.com
Member FDIC/Member DIF
NMLS #583135
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Scouts Take to the Slopes

Milford Beautification Day
Saturday, April 23
Citizens for Milford, in partnership
with Friends of the Milford Upper
Charles Trail, is organizing the Seventh
Annual Milford Beautification Day.
Beautification Day is Milford’s annual
clean-up event, which enables area residents, organizations, and businesses to
work together to beautify our community by picking up trash around town.
This year’s Milford Beautification Day
will be held Saturday, April 23 (rain or
shine) from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. All interested citizens are invited to meet with
organizers anytime between those hours
in the municipal parking lot across
from Sacred Heart Church (5 East Main
Street) to get supplies, instructions, and
assignments. No registration is needed.
Families, community groups, churches, local businesses, and teenagers who
need to perform service hours are all
invited to participate. Younger children
are encouraged to attend as long as they
are accompanied by a supervising adult.
Beautification Day Chairperson Amie
Sanborn says, “Beautification Day provides a wonderful opportunity for residents to come together and demonstrate
pride in our community by cleaning the

parks and streets of Milford. We invite
everyone to come to help, even for just
an hour or two.”
Trash bags, gloves, safety vests, and
water will be provided to all clean-up
volunteers. Funds to purchase these
items are being donated by the Friends
of the Milford Upper Charles Trail,
Milford Highway Department, and
Amazon.
In conjunction with the efforts being
organized for Beautification Day, the
Milford Highway Department has arranged for volunteers from the Norfolk
County Sheriff ’s office to initiate the
Beautification Day work by conducting
a clean-up of main streets around town
on April 21 and 22.
The two event sponsors are sincerely
grateful for the assistance and support provided by the Milford Highway
Department, Norfolk County Sheriff ’s
office, and State Representative Brian
Murray. Representative Murray secured
a $1,000 donation from Amazon for
supplies.
Questions regarding any of the Beautification Day efforts may be submitted by
email to CitizensforMilford@gmail.com.

Scouts, alumni, and parents of Milford Troop 314 went to Killington, VT for a weekend of skiing
and snowshoeing March 4- 6. This is the third ski trip the troop has been on since 2015. Several
members of the troop took lessons, while others free skied around the mountain. The Troop plans to
make the winter trip to Vermont a regular event. Pictured is Eagle Scout and recent alumni Chris
Mason (Center) who instructed Scout Dominic Izzo (left) on the finer points of skiing, while Life
Scout Chris Benson tried out his new snowboard equipment. (Contributed photo)

MILFORD - FRANKLIN

Daisy Troop Helps Make
Birthday Wishes Come True

EYE CENTER

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.

John F. Hatch, M.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D.

Optical
Shop
On-Site
Recently, members of Daisy Girl Scout Troop 65217 collected donations to
put together 28 birthday bags to donate to underserved children from local
communities so they could celebrate their upcoming birthdays with a few
gifts. A number of birthday bags were given to the Department of Children
and Family Services office in Whitinsville for staff to distribute, while others
may go to the Salvation Army and the Milford Food Bank.
Pictured L to R are Troop Leader Jeannine Faluso, Payton Faluso,
LillyAnne Straight, Nehemie Pierre, and Leah Rafferty. (Contributed photo)

508-528-3344

750 Union Street
Franklin, MA 02038

Surgery Center

508-473-7939

145 West St., Milford 160 South Main St (Rt 140)
Milford, MA 01757
508-381-6040

USED CAR SUPER STORE

2018 HYUNDAI TUCSON NEW Retail Price:$26,450
#42968A • SE, BLUETOOTH, WHOLESALE $
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE, ALLOYS

19,677

PRICE:

SAVE $6,800 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $59/wk

2020 HYUNDAI KONA

✔ FREE CAR FAX VEHICLE HISTORY AND SAFETY RECALL REPORT
✔ 30 DAY LIMITED WARRANTY ✔ STATE OF THE ART SERVICE CENTERS
✔ FACTORY CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
✔ FREE COURTESY SHUTTLE ✔ AFTER HOURS DROP OFF

NEW Retail Price:$32,305

26,677

#H02846 • SEL PLUS, ALLOYS, WHOLESALE $
LANE DEPARTURE, SUNROOF PRICE:

SAVE $5,600 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $84/wk

MAINTENANCE PLAN INCLUDED WITH THE PURCHASE OF SELECT VEHICLES. VALID FOR 36 MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF PURCHASE AT THE DEALERSHIP OF PURCHASE FOR INDICATED
VIN ONLY. PLAN VALID FOR OIL CHANGES, TIRE ROTATIONS, AND MULTI-POINT INSPECTIONS FOR VEHICLE MANUFACTURER’S NORMAL USAGE SCHEDULED INTERVALS ONLY. SEVERE/HEAVY
DUTY SCHEDULES AND ADDITIONAL MAINTENANCE ITEMS MAY BE REQUIRED OR RECOMMENDED AND ARE NOT INCLUDED. SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE INCLUDES UP TO 2 NON-SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGES PER YEAR OR UP TO 2 $39.95 DISCOUNT FOR FULL SYNTHETIC, DIESEL, OR SPECIALTY VEHICLE OIL CHANGES. NON TRANSFERRABLE. SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY. SEE
DEALER FOR DETAILS. NO CASH VALUE. NOT VALID ON PRIOR PURCHASES. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF SERVICE WRITE UP. OFFER ENDS 04/30/2022.
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Saturday &
After Hours
Available

New Patients Receive a Free Pair of Select Glasses

Get

IMPERIAL HYUNDAI

Dr. Mai-Khuyen Nguyen, O.D.

World-Class Eye Care & Surgery in Milford

5 DAY RETURN/EXCHANGE PROGRAM
FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE!
Plus

Cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. Prices not valid with prior sales. Prices listed include all applicable manufacturer incentives (not everyone
will qualify) and Imperial discounts including a $1,000 Imperial Trade Assistance Bonus for a qualifying 2012 or newer trade. See us for details. Advertised price does
not include tax, title, registration, documentation, or our acquisition fees. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details. Not combinable with any other discounts or promotions. May require dealership source financing. Weekly payments calculated using an estimated down payment of $2,999 cash or trade. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Call our internet team at 508-488-2382 to see which incentives you qualify for. SALE ENDS 04/16/22.

Caroline Perriello Consigli, O.D.

Shazia S. Ahmed, M.D.

SMILEFORVISION.COM

PURCHASE with CONFIDENCE

If You're Not Happy With Your Imperial Certiﬁed Used Vehicle, Bring It Back Within 5 Days or 200 Miles
& We'll Give You a Credit of Your Full Purchase Price Toward The Purchase Of Another Vehicle.

Kameran A. Lashkari, M.D.

2021 HYUNDAI VENUE NEW Retail Price:$29,850
#H02874 • AWD, SEL TRIM,
WHOLESALE $
SUNROOF, HEATED SEATS

PRICE:

27,677

SAVE $2,200 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $87/wk

2,000 VEHICLES

IN ONE LOCATION

2017 HYUNDAI ELANTRA NEW Retail Price:$24,205

#CH02402B • GREAT ON GAS, WHOLESALE $
BLUETOOTH, SE TRIM, FWD PRICE:

14,977

SAVE $9,200 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $42/wk

2017 HYUNDAI SONATA NEW Retail Price:$28,710
#H22267B • FWD, 6 SPEAKERS, WHOLESALE $
ALLOYS, BLUETOOTH, PWR PKG

16,677

PRICE:

SAVE $12,000 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $48/wk

2019 HYUNDAI SANTA FE NEW Retail Price:$32,100

24,677

#H02833 • 2.4L SE TRIM, AWD, WHOLESALE $
APPLE CARPLAY, 17” ALLOYS PRICE:

SAVE $7,400 OFF RETAIL! | PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $77/wk

MON-THUR 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUNDAY 12-6

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALHYUNDAI.COM
154 EAST MAIN STREET | ROUTE 16 | MILFORD, MA
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Check Out the Town Crier’s
Website and Facebook Page
The Town Crier invites its
readers to enjoy our new, updated website at TownCrier.Us.
Archived Town Crier’s are also
found on the website. In addition, please check out our new
Facebook page at The Town
Crier Newspapers of Upton/
Mendon & Milford.
Be sure to follow us.
Only Town Crier staff is permitted to post on the Facebook
page. Postings will include
upcoming community events,
announcements, and certain
stories.
For questions, please email
TownCrierEditor@gmail.com.

Letter from
the Editor

By Michelle Sanford
The last couple of issues that went to press,
we printed certain dates for local high school
seniors and their parents and caregivers
to keep in mind as the clock ticks down to
graduation. As I was reading through these
dates and seeing the activities planned, I got
to thinking about my daughter’s senior year
of high school last year and how much she
missed due to the pandemic.
In March of 2020, Massachusetts declared
a state of emergency; my daughter was in her
junior year at that point. Never in a million
years, did I think a year later, she and her
classmates (and seniors everywhere) would
continue to be affected by this pandemic.
To say last year was challenging for seniors would be an understatement. For so
many, including my daughter, there was no
homecoming weekend, sports seasons were
interrupted, and only seeing classmates and
friends a few days a month while classes
were held hybrid was the norm. There was
no senior trip, and although my daughter’s
school held a prom, there was no eating
or even dancing at it. Even trying to pick
a college was a challenge as many tours at

SCAN
QR CODE
to visit our
NEW
FACEBOOK
PAGE

SCAN
QR CODE
to visit our
NEW
WEBSITE

OPINION

Read the Town Crier Online

Passover Services

To read the April 8 Milford Town Crier issue online,
go to TownCrier.Us. Click on Town Crier Archive tab
to view the April 8, 2022 edition.
Additional archived Milford Town Criers and Upton/Mendon
Town Criers may also be viewed here.

Chabad House Jewish Community Center in Milford invites you
to take your rightful seat at the Seder. The Seder is conducted in
English, and you’ll enjoy fine wines or grape juice, catered dinner
(including smoked brisket), and hand-made Shmurah Matzah.
Laced with kabbalistic insights, stories, Jewish humor and traditional
songs, this will be a Holiday of Freedom you’ll remember for a
lifetime. All events and programs are by reservation only.
Go to: JewishMA.com.
Friday, April 15:
90-minute Seder on Cedar: Everything done in record time.
For adults and children, 7 p.m.

Milford Meetings
Residents are encouraged to check the town’s Web site at MilfordMA.Gov
concerning the latest status on posted meetings, including cancelations or
other special instructions on agendas for call in or in-person meetings. For
additional information needed, contact the appropriate board or official.

Saturday, April 16:
Traditional Seder with all the songs and trimmings, 9:15 p.m.

Tuesday, April 12
Milford Veterans Advisory Council, 7 p.m.
FinCom-Public Works Subcommittee (Parks), Town Hall, Room14, 7 p.m.

Saturday, April 23:
End Passover with a feast for a king - to prepare for the world of
Moshiach, with everything, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, April 13
Central MA Mosquito Control Project, 11 a.m.
Finance Committee, Room 3, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

Also, holiday services begin at 10:30 a.m. on each of
the following days, and are followed by a kiddish-lunch:

Monday, April 18
Patriot’s Day, All Town Offices Closed

Saturday, April 16, Sunday, April 17, Friday, April 22, and Saturday,
April 23. Yizkor - Memorial Service: Saturday, April 23, 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, April 20
Finance Committee, Room 3, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

,TOWN CRIER PUBLICATIONS
Publishers of
Upton-Mendon Town Crier

Published the 1st & 3rd Friday and mailed
free to all 5,800 addresses in Upton and
Mendon, MA.

48 Mechanic Street, Upton, MA 01568 | 508-529-7791 | TownCrier.us

PUBLISHER
Alfred C. Holman
Office: 508-529-7791 ext. 222
Cell: 508-889-1067
al.holman@towncrierpubs.com

Milford Town Crier
Published the 2nd & 4th Friday and mailed
free to all 12,800 addresses in Milford, MA.

MANAGER
Marilyn C. Holman
508-529-7791
Manager@TownCrier.us

Town Crier Publications, Inc. reserves the right to reject
material it deems unfit for publication in a family newspaper. We reserve the right to edit any submitted articles as
needed. We regret typographical errors in ads but will not
take financial responsibility for them. We will reprint at no
charge that portion of the ad in which the error appears.

EDITOR
Michelle Sanford
Cell: 508-525-1319
TownCrierEditor@gmail.com
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prospective schools were canceled.
I’m not blaming anyone; well, I’ll blame
the pandemic. I think school administrators
did the best they could under the circumstances. And I know they would have given
anything to have provided the seniors the
traditional activities they all deserved and
over all, a better final year in high school.
I can’t speak for everyone, but I think my
daughter and her friends are over it. They’ve
moved on and are loving their freshman
years at their respective colleges. (Hard to
believe it’s almost over.)
I am thrilled for this year’s graduating
seniors. I’m thrilled they appear to be getting
the end of year events and activities that last
year’s seniors, and even the class from two
years prior, didn’t.
May you all enjoy your last few months
of high school. It’s much deserved. Years
from now, I hope you can look back on your
senior year and for the most part smile and
laugh and have good memories. Make the
most of these last months and be sure to
bask in what so many didn’t have the opportunity to.

ADVERTISING
LORI TATE
508-272-4489
LoriTateTownCrier@gmail.com
Upton, Mendon, Milford, Uxbridge,
Northbridge, Blackstone, Grafton

SUSANNE ODELL FARBER
508-954-8148
sue@sodellconsult.com
Medway, Hopedale,
Hopkinton, Westboro, Bellingham
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Milford Senior Center
The Milford Senior Center is open to the
public for monthly and weekly classes
and activities for those interested.
Van transportation is also available for
errands, medical appointments, and
shopping. Contact Senior Center staff
at 508-473-8334 for more information
regarding any registration needed or to
schedule a transportation ride.
Tuesday, April 12
Bereavement Group, 10 a.m.
Tuesday, April 19
Book Group, The Extraordinary Life of
Sam Hell by Robert Dugoni, 10 a.m.
Writer’s Group, 11 a.m.
Milford Singers Group, 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 26
Fortune Cookie Club, 11 a.m.

That decision to temporarily return to
Milford in July 2021 has brought the family
the freedom that they missed. It has also
brought them a deeper appreciation for the
simple things that many people take for
granted.
The Berry’s also brought their grandson,
Keith, who’s a citizen of the Philippines,
with them. Berry said that the journey
here consisted of a lot of paperwork and
permits, several calls to different embassies
and hours of pandemic-driven protocols
at her native country’s airport. But their
efforts weren’t in vain.
“It helps to see the kids have that sense of
normalcy,” Myla said. “It’s really important
to us.”
That has included being able to cherish
the New England seasons – which Berry
particularly loves. The kids have enjoyed
making a snowman, playing in the snow,
and riding bikes. The family also loves

visiting fairs, walking, and enjoying the
scenery at various parks throughout Central Massachusetts and at Maine’s beaches.
“It’s the little things that before you don’t
appreciate until it’s being taken from you,”
Myla reflected. “I cannot describe how
much we appreciate and how very blessed
we are being in the United States at this
time.”
Since her adult daughters in the Philippines have let her know that the situation
is much better, Berry said that the family
will return there before fall. But she said
that unless God calls them somewhere else,
she and her husband hope to retire in the
United States.
“There’s a culture of selflessness here
in Milford,” she said, adding that it’s
something that she hopes will be passed
down to the next generation. “It’s really
amazing how you feel the genuine love of
others.”

Aden (L) and Keith (R) enjoy playing in the
New England snow. (Contributed photo)

Thursday, April 28
Men’s Group, 10 a.m.

Fitness and weekly events
schedule:
Mondays
Gym/fitness equipment, 8:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m.
Pilates (Instructor Marcella
Pannenborg), 8:30 a.m.
Barre (Instructor Marcella Pannenborg),
9:30 a.m.
Cribbage, 9:30 a.m.
Strength & Fall Prevention (Instructor
Andrea Longo), 10:30 a.m.
Low Impact Fitness (Instructor Shirley
Areano), 1 p.m.
Tuesdays
Gym/fitness equipment, 8:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m.
Mindful Steps (Instructor Jean Gillis),
9 a.m.
Total Body Conditioning (Instructor
Robin Johnston), 9:30 a.m.
Chair Yoga (Instructor Marsha
Mancuso), 10:30 a.m.
Dominoes, 12:30 p.m.
Mah Jongg, 1 p.m.
Tai Chi, 1 p.m.
Wednesdays
Gym/fitness equipment, 8:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m.
Gentle Yoga (Instructor Jean Gillis),
9 a.m.
Strength and Fall Prevention (Instructor
Andrea Longo), 10 a.m.
Groove & Sculpt (Instructor Andrea
Longo), 11 a.m.
Watercolor Classes, 12 to 2 p.m.
Muscle & Mat (Instructor Robin
Johnston), 12:30 p.m.
Thursdays
Gym/fitness equipment, 8:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m.
Yoga (Instructor Marsha Mancuso),
9 a.m.
Knitting/Crocheting, 9 a.m.
Cardio Cut (Instructor Christine Bositis),
10:30 a.m.
Whist, 11 a.m.
Low Impact Fitness (Instructor Shirley
Areano), 1 p.m.
Cribbage, 1 p.m.
Fridays
Gym/fitness equipment, 8:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m.
Cardio Strength Circuit (Instructor
Jean Gillis), 9 a.m.
Crafting with Laura, 10 a.m.
Groove & Sculpt (Instructor Andrea
Longo), 10:30 a.m.
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Pre-Town Meeting Forum on May 17
The Milford Town Meeting Study and
Improvement Committee (TMSIC) is sponsoring a Pre-Town Meeting Forum, which
will be held on Tuesday, May 17, at 7 p.m.
in the Upper Town Hall. The Forum is open
to the public.
The purpose of the Pre-Town Meeting
Forum is to provide an opportunity for
Town Meeting members, as well as members of the public, to obtain answers to
questions they may have regarding some
of the Articles contained in the May 23
Annual Town Meeting Warrant.
Sponsors of articles will be available to
make brief presentations and to answer
questions. Participants are encouraged
not to advocate for or against a particular
article. No votes or decisions concerning
any of the articles in the warrant will be
made at this forum.
Town Meeting members and the
public are requested to indicate which
articles they would like to have addressed.
Articles with the highest number of
responses will receive special emphasis for
discussion. The warrant for the May 23,
Town Meeting will be made available on
the town website at MilfordMA.Gov clicking the Town Meeting button. Periodically
checking the town website after April 4 is
advised.
To submit a request for articles that you
would like to see addressed, please send

an email to Tmsic@TownofMilford.com by
April 22 In the subject line please write PreTown Meeting Forum, and in the body of
the email indicate the Article-number(s).
For those who do not use email, please
mail the article-number(s) you would like
to see addressed to Town Meeting Study
and Improvement Committee, Town Hall,

52 Main Street, Milford, MA 01757 or deposit in the Town Hall Dropbox.
The articles selected for discussion and
the Forum Ground Rules can be found after
April 25 on the town website by clicking on
Boards & Committees and selecting Town
Meeting Study and Improvement
Committee.

The Town Crier Staff
wishes all our
readers and
advertisers a ...
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Select Board Supports Police Department Budget

TAKE LIFE OUTDOORS

By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
Milford Acting Police Chief James Falvey, along with
Deputy Chiefs John Sanchioni and Robert Tusino,
submitted the proposed Police Department budget for
fiscal year 2023 to the Select Board at its March 28 meeting, seeking the Board’s support for the budget on the
warrant for this year’s Annual Town Meeting. The Select
Board unanimously approved Falvey’s submission.
Falvey also submitted a memo detailing changes to
specific line items and the addition of one new line item
in support of an overall budget increase of approximately $88,852 over fiscal year 2022.
“Most line items have been level funded and some
rounded numbers are our increases that I will explain in
detail,” Falvey’s memo read.
The 2023 budget reflects an increase of $15,000 to
fund overtime for dispatchers.
“This was the difference from what I had received in
past budgets and from our 911 grant that helped pay
overtime for dispatchers,” Falvey said. “Even between
those two funds, we spent $15,000 above (the budget),
so I requested an additional $15,000 on that line item.”
Under police training, Falvey requested an increase
of approximately $1,500 to cover a 16% increase in the
price of ammunition.
Rising energy costs contributed to a 25% increase in
energy and electric – from $7,650 in 2022 to $9,600 –
and a nearly 50% increase in gasoline supplies. Falvey
requested $180,000 for gasoline, up from $92,000 in
2022, and said that the information was provided to him
by Highway Superintendent Scott Crisafulli.

An additional $40,000, for a total line item amount of
$240,000 was requested to replace equipment, specifically vehicles.
“Last year, we received $200,000 for vehicles,” Falvey
told the Board. “I have quotes now with each vehicle
being quoted at $60,000, so I asked for an additional
$40,000. All other items are level funded or rounded out
to a number close to it.”
The Selectmen were quick to acknowledge that the
budget was reasonable and should be supported.
“I know the numbers Chief Falvey is providing are accurate,” said Select Board member Thomas O’Loughlin,
who served as Milford Chief of Police for more than 30
years. “There are some items that frankly I looked at,
and I might have added a little more. I think (Falvey’s)
approach is very reasonable, very conservative in some
respects, and I think he’ll manage it well, so I’m comfortable with that budget.”
“You’re talking ammunition, tasers, and other safety
equipment. Utilities and gas costs are going up. Just look
at your own household bills,” said fellow Selectman Paul
Mazzuchelli. “To me, it’s necessary police equipment
that you need to perform the job properly. They’re necessities, they’re not a luxury. You have my full support
with his as well.”
Select Board Chair Michael Walsh closed out the
discussion.
“I looked at your budget and I couldn’t agree with you
more,” Walsh said. “It’s our job to provide what you need
to do your job every single day to keep this community
safe, and you do a great job, 100 percent.”

Select Board Wants to Regulate Sports Courts
POWERED BY PROPANE
Fireplaces & Fire Pits • Grilling • Generators
Pool & Spa Heating • Outdoor Kitchens
Patio Heating & Lighting

Call today to make your life better with propane!

508.533.6561

medwayoilpropane.com

508 422
4400
FULL
SERVICE MOVING AND STORAGE COMPANY
120 Quarry Dr., Milford | gallomoving.com

GUARANTEED PRICING
Flat rate and stress-free

Request a free, no-obligation quote:
ONLINE
www.gallowmoving.com,
or CALL 508-422-4400
It’s the

Right Move.

120 Quarry Drive, Milford, MA 01757

The Gallo Difference

 Uniformed and Professionally Trained Movers
 Background Checks on All Crews
 Free No Obligation Estimates

 Guaranteed, Flat Rate & Stress Free Pricing

Steps we have taken due to Covid-19

1. Contactless surveys – download our app, schedule a virtual survey
or call our office for options.
2. All trucks & equipment are disinfected before & after each move.
3. All crews follow CDC personal hygiene recommendations.

Move with Confidence. Move with Trust. Move with Gallo.

By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
During the March 28 Select Board meeting, the
Board unanimously voted in favor of having the Planning Board vote to put an article seeking to regulate
sports courts in residential zones on the warrant for the
May 23 Annual Town Meeting.
“This is an attempt to regulate something which is
relatively new in Milford,” Boddy said. “It’s something
that has been cropping up from location to location, but
it’s now here within the confines of our town, and that is
the creation of sports courts, whether they be handball courts, tennis courts, basketball courts, volleyball
courts, or things of that nature, in residential districts.”
While Boddy noted that sports courts can be an
opportunity for homeowners to make extra money,
they can also present issues with parking, lighting, and
crowds. Some of the courts also sell food, beverages,
and alcohol without permits or licenses.
“There are a lot of associated ways in which this sort
of use in a residential district directly affects abutters
and the neighborhood and the quality of the peace and
quiet, and the quiet enjoyment of one’s own home,”
explained Boddy.
He added that Select Board member Paul Mazzuchelli
has extensively researched ways that other communities

Town Meeting Format Presents
a Quandary for Select Board
By Brenda Crowell
Staff Reporter
Town Moderator Michelangelo Bon Tempo informed
the Select Board during a March 28 that, at this time, he
has determined it would be feasible to hold the May 23
Annual Town Meeting in person.
“In making the determination, I consulted with Dr.
Jacquelyn Murphy, Director of Public Health; Attorney
Richard Villani, Town Administrator; Attorney Charles
Boddy Jr., Town Counsel; and Christopher George,
Director of Information Technology,” Bon Tempo said.
Bon Tempo explained that at present, Worcester

ICC# MC-67234 | USDOT #077949 | MASS DTE #30644
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have dealt with sports courts.
“This has been going on for a couple of years now, at
least,” Mazzuchelli said. “It’s not just your typical basketball court or bocce court, you’re talking maybe half the
backyard paved, all asphalt or made very impervious.”
Besides the inconvenience or downright annoyance
to neighbors, that waterproof nature of sports courts
creates environmental problems. Mazzuchelli explained
that with an impervious surface, stormwater flows onto
neighboring properties rather than being absorbed by
grass and soil.
“Not only that, but when you have a lot of hot top or
asphalt, you have a lot of chemicals or toxins that are
in there,” Mazzuchelli said. “They seem to deteriorate
with weather, through the ultraviolet rays of the sun, the
wind, the rain, and that causes these toxins to flow into
the neighbor’s property as well.”
“Paul and I are aware of another situation where they
encroached on wetlands,” said Select Board member
Thomas O’Loughlin. “It’s one thing to pave an area, it’s
another thing when you’re well into the wetlands.”
Mazzuchelli said that he has counted at least five or
six sports courts in Milford residential districts, and
that there is a new one on Carroll Street. Select Board
Chair Michael Walsh added he was also aware of three
of them.

County is considered low-risk by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. Mask guidance for
low-risk communities is for people to wear or not wear
a mask based on personal preference and by their current level of risk.
“So if the town meeting were today, Dr. Murphy
states, it would not be necessary to mandate maskwearing or social distancing,” Bon Tempo said, reading
from a letter written by Murphy. “There are still some
people, Dr. Murphy continues, with a variety of health
conditions which may or may not be readily apparent,
who will be told by their healthcare provider to avoid
TOWN MEETING FORMAT Pg.8
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Fun Easter Basket Alternatives to Candy
From StatePoint Media
Looking to fill your child’s Easter basket with something a
bit different this year? Unlike candy, these fun and engaging
gift ideas will last well beyond the holiday:
Expand their library: Grow your child’s library with books
that expand their horizons. For example, 100 Words About
Places I Go, is an interactive learning book featuring words
in English and Spanish. Ten touch-sensitive locations on
each page teach about words, colors and counting in the
context of 12 unique places, like the beach, the farm, the
amusement park and more. Another title to consider is the
100 Animals Book, which introduces children to animals
from the desert, savanna, rainforest and more through illustrations, photographs and fun facts that promote early
science awareness. Finally, the Learning Friends 100 Words
book introducers little learners to words about food, nature,
opposites and more.
Make crafting happen: Kids’ crafting kits can boost
creativity and spur your child’s artistic side. And there are
many options that are perfect for celebrating the spring

season, from gardening kits to bird feeder painting kits to
terrariums.
Create learning fun: With no web connection, downloads
or account setup required, kids can get right to the fun with
LeapLand Adventures, a unique plug-and-play TV video
game adventure for early learners from LeapFrog. With 15
re-playable levels introducing curriculum-based content and
important foundational skills, preschoolers will enjoy going
on a quest across LeapLand to learn about letters, numbers,
shapes and colors.
Adopt an animal: You can introduce children to an important cause in a way they can understand through a “symbolic adoption” from the World Wildlife Fund. Adoption
kits, which support efforts to protect animals in the wild,
come with a plush toy, a photograph, an adoption certificate,
and a species card containing fascinating facts about the
animal and its habitat.
This year, think beyond the typical Easter basket selections and opt for memorable gifts that enrich the mind and
connect kids to the world around them.

SAFE IN YOUR HANDS WITH WI-FI ®
With a Wi-FI garage door
opener, you’ll always know your
little ones are protected.
You can check if the
garage door was left
open — and close
it — right from your
smartphone.

LiftMaster© 87504
Garage Door
Opener

JOLICOEUR OVERHEAD DOORS
745 South Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019
508-883-4522 • www. my g a r a g e d o o r. co m
©

2018 LiftMaster All Rights Reserved. Wi-Fi is a registered trademark of Wi-Fi Alliance. Apple® and iPhone® are registered trademarks of Apple Inc.

Giuliano Construction & Remodeling
EN
KITCOHDELS!
REM

John Giuliano

774-573-9811

References Available | Licensed & Insured
Cubixx.john@gmail.com | Free Estimates

Any Room,
Any Home,
Anywhere

DO YOU OWN A HOME
IMPROVEMENT BUSINESS?

Your ad should be
featured here!

• Boucher Energy Systems, Inc. is an Elite Diamond
Contractor offering the 12 & 12 Warranty Program
• 0% Financing and Rebates through Mass Save

508-473-6648
www.boucherenergy.com
Install in the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork.
We provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.
© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.
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A Few More Snowmen
The Town Crier would like to recognize the other children and their families who took part in the Biggest Snowman Contest.

“Bob” the Snowman was built by the Aden Berry, age
9, on February 8. Bob stood at nearly 4 feet tall (before
he began to melt) and resided on Sherwood Drive.
(Contributed photo)

Andrew Whalin, age 4, stands proudly before “Momma,” the Snow Woman who was built on February 27.
Momma stood at 4 feet, 4 inches tall (without the hat)
and resided on Geneseo Circle. (Contributed photo)

Matthew Tuccio, age 5, is all smiles next to his Snowman
“Snowy,” who was built on January 7. Snowy stood at 4 feet,
6 inches tall and resided on Claflin St.
(Contributed photo)
Photos of every snowman from Upton, Mendon, and Milford
have been posted on the Town Crier’s Facebook page under
The Town Crier Newspapers of Upton/Mendon & Milford.

GOVERNMENT
TOWN MEETING FORMAT from Pg. 6
settings such as town meeting. High-risk
individuals should probably be given
alternate options to participate to keep
them truly safe.”
While the ideal option for town meeting

members at high risk would be to attend
remotely, Bon Tempo noted that provisions
for hybrid meetings were not included
under Massachusetts General Law (MGL)
Chapter 39, Section 10.

Specifically, MGL Chapter 39, Section10
reads, “The town meeting may be held in
one or more places; provided, that if it is
held in more than one place, the places
are connected by means of a public ad-
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affiliates: 2775 Sanders Rd Northbrook IL 60062. © 2021 Allstate Insurance Co.
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dress system and loud speakers so that the
proceedings in all such places may be heard
and participated in by all the voters present
therein.”
“Therefore, such high-risk individuals
could assemble in a different room from
the main assembly,” Bon Tempo said. “This
way they can use different sets of rules,
for example, social distancing, mandatory
masks, proof of vaccination, and a premeeting test, and they will be exposed to
fewer people.”
However, Bon Tempo added that highrisk individuals might be uncomfortable
with any in-person town meeting format.
“To me, a town meeting member is very
important,” said Select Board member Paul
Mazzuchelli. “I would just like to maximize
the opportunities for all town meeting
members who are interested in attending to
attend. There are some members who can’t
make the town meeting because of a disability or because of fear of the pandemic.”
Select Board member Thomas
O’Loughlin noted that the June 2020 May
Meeting had been held in-person at Milford High School.
“There were people in the cafeteria and
there were other people who didn’t want to
be inside who were outside under a tent,”
O’Loughlin said. “They all had access by
video and loudspeakers.”
While that format might have appeared
to work at the time, Boddy cautioned that it
had not been without issues.
“After that meeting, we received a complaint that was filed with the Massachusetts
Commission Against Discrimination by
certain town meeting members who have
also requested remote participation at this
meeting,” Boddy said. “Proposing to do
exactly what we’ve already done is going to
open us up to the same criticism we experienced last time.”
Boddy noted that the issue is currently
in litigation and that two different town
meeting members have requested remote
access for this May’s meeting because of
disabilities.
The Select Board will make a decision on
the logistics of the Annual Town Meeting at
an upcoming Board meeting.
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Deadline Approaching for Brush to Table Designs
The Milford Cultural Council (MCC) reminds local artists, art students, and creatives that the last day to submit
designs for this year’s Brush to Table Picnic Table Project is
midnight on Friday, April 15. The Council is also seeking
one additional financial sponsor. The deadline is the same
for financial sponsors.
The MCC is seeking design proposals for three picnic
tables to be creatively painted in a patriotic theme by local
artists and installed in a location on the Upper Charles
Trail by the Italian-American Veterans Hall in Milford.
The tables are being constructed by students in the Milford
High School Building Trades Department.
Artists and sponsors will be recognized on a metal plaque
that will be installed on each table upon completion. The
artists and sponsors will also be recognized in an online
portfolio of all designs.
Each artist is welcome to submit more than one design
proposal. Designs will be reviewed by the MCC Public Art
Subcommittee based on feasibility, originality, innovation,
and adherence to design criteria.
Community groups, service clubs, businesses, schools,
churches, residents, artists, and other community groups
and/or organizations are eligible to sponsor tables. Sponsors may choose an artist to work with on a design proposal
or they may select an approved design from a portfolio
provided by the MCC. Potential sponsors are welcome to
support more than one table design.
Applicants (artists and sponsors) must mail, email, or
deliver to Milford Town Hall a completed proposal no later
than midnight on Friday, April 15.
Detailed information for artists and sponsors, including the sponsorship form and design entry form, can be
downloaded from the town website. Go to MilfordMa.
gov/milford-cultural-council and click Milford Cultural
Council Brush to Table Call to Artists and Sponsors in the
left sidebar.
The MCC will notify winning artists and sponsors by
April 25.
Questions about this project can be emailed to culturalcouncil@townofmilford.com.

The deadline to submit designs for the Milford Cultural Council’s Brush to Table event is April 15. (Contributed image)
To see a map and portfolio of the Brush to Table designs
completed in 2021, view MilfordMa.gov/milford-culturalcouncil and click Brush to Table Map and Portfolio of
Tables in the left menu panel.

The Brush to Table Picnic Table Project is the first phase
in the council’s multi-phase public art initiative planned for
2022, Art in the Parks, being conducted in partnership with
the Milford Parks Department and Highway Department.

DR. MEHDI NAJAFI
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CALENDAR

Sacred Heart Church Twice Blessed Thrift Shop

HOPEDALE – Thrift store typically open 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. first Saturday each month except when
there is a holiday. Thrift shop is located at 187 Hopedale Street in Hopedale, 508-473-1900

Troop 44 Can/Bottle Recycle Drive

Mendon’s BSA Troop 44 is holding its semi-annual can recycle drive on Saturday,
April 30 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Clough Elementary School, located at 10 North
Ave. in Mendon. Drop off your cans/bottles. Pickup can also be arranged by
emailing mendontroop44@gmail.com.

Hopedale Boosters 5k

HOPEDALE - After a two-year hiatus, the Hopedale Boosters Club is sponsoring their 5K run or
walk. The 5k is scheduled for Saturday, May 14 at Hopedale High School, 25 Adin Street. Registration
opens at 8 a.m. The event is held in memory of Hopedale Coach Larry Olsen.

MHS Boosters Annual Golf Tournament

MILFORD - Save the Date. The Milford High School Boosters Annual Golf Tournament will be held
on Thursday, June 23. Sponsors and Players may register at Milford-High-School-Boosters-GolfClassic.PerfectGolfEvent.com/

Country & Western Dances

UXBRIDGE - The New England Country Music Club will sponsor bi-monthly dances at the
Progressive Club in Uxbridge. Dances will be held on Sundays from 1 to 5 p.m. April 10 featuring
The Kerrie Evers Band. Doors open at 12:30 p.m. The Progressive Club is located at 18 Whitin St, in
Uxbridge. facebook.com/necountrymusicclub.

Red Sox vs. Yankees Ticket Raffle for Renovations to American Legion Post

MENDON – The American Legion Roger L Wood Post 355 Post is sponsoring two raffles to win
two tickets to a Red Sox vs. Yankees game. Money raised will be put towards ongoing renovations
for the Roger L. Wood building itself. Dates for the two games are Friday, July 8 at 7:10 p.m. or
Friday, August 12 at 7:10 p.m. Winners may be able to exchange their tickets for another game if not
interested in the Yankee games. Raffle tickets are $10 for one and three for $20 and are available at the
Mendon Computer Outlet at 14 Hastings St. in Mendon or by calling 508-473-5681. Winners will be
announced after the Memorial Day Parade on May 30.

Living with the Ribbon Foundation Golf Tournament

BLACKSTONE - The Living with the Ribbon Foundation is sponsoring its 3rd golf tournament
on Monday, June 27, at Blackstone National Golf Club, located at 227 Putnam Road in Sutton.
Cost is $150 per player or $600 for a foursome. 12 p.m. registration, 1:30 p.m. shotgun start. Price
includes a standard golf package and dinner. The Foundation is to provide both undergraduate and
graduate scholarships to students pursuing higher education in a field of healthcare. The Foundation
also aims to provide research grants to assist in funding cancer research. For more information,
Living-With-The-Ribbon-Golf-Tournament-2022.PerfectGolfEvent.com/ For questions, email
LivingWithTheRibbon2015@gmail.com.

Virtual Alzheimer’s Support Group

MILFORD – Cornerstone at Milford Assisted Living and Memory Support Community will host
a virtual Alzheimer’s support group on April 12 at 5:30 p.m. Dealing with Alzheimer's disease
and related dementia isn't easy, so it is helpful to share your concerns and personal experiences
with others who completely understand what you're going through. You will also learn about
proven strategies to help you better care for your family member. Contact Director of Compass
Programming Jenn Hozempa at 508-473-0035 or jhozempa@cornerstonemilford.com for more
information and the virtual meeting invitation.

A symbol of hope to neighbors in need.

Elevate Your Raised Bed Gardening Program
Help us reach our goal to r aise $25,000
More than 500 flags are installed on home and business lawns across Milford,
Hopedale, and Mendon starting Memorial Day. Every flag symbolizes hope
and our patriotic spirit now more than ever.
Flags, installed by The Salvation Army of Milford and volunteers, stay up until
July 4th and are reinstalled for Labor Day, 9/11 & Veterans Day. Proceeds benefit
The Salvation Army of Milford’s emergency assistance program and helps those
who are struggling financially and need feeding, utility, and holiday assistance.

Show your support today
Return form with your check made out to: The Salvation Army (Memo: Fly the Flag)
The Salvation Army, Fly the Flag Project | 29 Congress Street | Milford, MA 01757
Donate/Reserve your flag(s) online: salvationarmyma.org/flytheflag
Each flag and staff remains the property of The Salvation Army in Milford.
flag(s).
❏ YES! I would like to reserve
❏ I don’t have a spot for a flag, please accept my donation

.

PLEASE CHECK BOX BELOW:
❏ Individual Home Order

❏ Corporate/Business Order

❏ 3 flags — $125
❏ 4 flags — $175

❏ Other

Phone:
Email:
My flag is in honor of:
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Blackstone River Watershed Assoc. Presents Documentary Film

GRAFTON – At its annual meeting, the Blackstone River Watershed Association will present the
film documentary Pakachoag: Where the River Bends, on Wednesday, May 18, beginning at 7 p.m.
The film explores the history and identity of Pakachoag, the largest of three Nipmuc Villages that
make up present-day Worcester. The presentation takes place at Grafton Public Library at 35 Grafton
Common. Registration is required at thebrwa.org/annualmeeting2022. Email info@thebrwa.org or
call 508-278-5200 for questions.

Veterans Motorcycle Club Scholarship

Name:

Address

MILFORD - The Milford Lions Club is hosting its 18th Annual Golf Tournament at the Pleasant
Valley CC in Sutton, on Monday June 13. Registration starts at 7 a.m. & modified shotgun starts at
9 a.m. $185 per person or $740 per foursome includes gifts, lunch at the turn followed by dinner at
the club with prizes and raffles. Team photos will also be taken in the morning between registration
and the start time so please have your teams there early. Participants may register and pay at app.
eventcaddy.com/events/milford-lions-club-18th-annual-golf-tournament or mail the registration
form, along with full payment, to: Milford Lions Club, PO BOX 639 Milford, MA 01757.

MILFORD - The Milford Area Humanitarian Coalition (MAHC) is hosting an Arts and Sports
Memorabilia Auction on Saturday, April 30 at the Crystal Room, located at 49 Cedar St. in Milford.
The auction runs from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. with doors opening at 6 p.m. to preview items. Proceeds go to
supporting the efforts of MAHC in areas of food security, homelessness, and substance abuse disorder.

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Company:

Lion’s Club Golf Tournament

Art & Sports Memorabilia Auction

NUMBER OF FLAGS:
❏ 1 flag — $50
❏ 2 flags — $75

MILFORD - On behalf of the Greenleaf Gardening Club, Kate Donovan will present a program about
Raised Bed Gardening on Monday, April 11 at 7 p.m. at the Milford Senior Center. A $5 donation
is suggested; all are welcome. Kate has been helping clients grow food through lectures, garden
planning, soil testing, tilling, and building raised beds. Email greenleafgardenclub@gmail.com with
questions.

QUESTIONS?

Captain Kevin Polito
(508) 473-0786
kevin.polito@use.salvationarmy.org

The Mass. Chapter of the U.S. Veterans
Motorcycle Club annually awards at least
one $500 scholarship to a local high school
student who will continue their education
and who are related to a veteran. Each year,
we have been awarding scholarships to
students in local schools who are related
to veterans. The number of scholarships
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awarded are based on funds available. The
candidate must be a relative of an active
or honorably discharged military member.
Applications are available at the guidance
departments of Uxbridge, Blackstone Valley
Tech. and Mendon/ Upton Regional high
schools. The deadline for applications is
May 1.
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Submitted by Mary Frances Best
Youth Services Department
Lots of fun things are planned this month in Youth Services!
The April 2022 Program Calendar is out now. We are offering a
variety of programs for ages birth-18 including storytimes, arts
& crafts, and Saturday programming. For more information, visit
MilfordTownLibrary.org or call 508-473-2145 Ext. 216.
The Youth Services Department also thanks everyone who
participated in this year’s Boston Bruins PJ Drive. We collected
over 50 pairs of pajamas for local youth.
April is National Poetry Month
The front display table across from the Circulation Desk will
feature a selection of poetry throughout the month of April.
Help us create our 2nd Annual Community Poem by adding a few
words or phrases to our magnetic poetry board.
This board will be refreshed daily, but rest assured your
participation will be saved to piece together a new poem at the
end of the month.
Jellyfish: A New Pastel Workshop with Greg Maichack
The Milford Town Library is pleased to welcome back artist
Greg Maichack for a free in person workshop with all materials
supplied. All are welcome--beginners to advanced Registration
is required & spots fill up fast. Call the Information Desk at 508473-2145, Ext 219 Email: milfordreference@cwmars.org This
program is supported in part by a grant from the Milford Cultural
Council, a local agency supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council & sponsored by the Friends of the Milford Town Library.
AARP Tax Assistance & Tax Forms
The AARP Tax Assistance Program ended on April 2 after a very
successful tax season. Over 130 senior citizens and low-income
individuals had their taxes completed. A huge thank you to
volunteers from the AARP tax aide program for their dedication,
not just at our location, but also at senior and community
centers in the area. Tax forms for both state and federal are
still available on the Grab & Go table in the lobby of the library.
Federal forms and instruction booklets are also available in
Spanish.
Center Book Group
The Center Book Group will meet next on Tuesday, April 17 at the

Milford Senior Center to discuss Mother Country by Irina Reyn.
Set in Brooklyn, NY in 2014, this novel confronts the challenges
of immigration, motherhood, family dynamics and more. Nadia,
an ethnic Russian, is viewed as a traitor by Ukrainian immigrants
and her work as a part-time nanny is exhausting.
To reserve a copy of Mother Country or to learn more about the
Center Book Group, please call the Information Desk at 508-4732145, Ext. 219 or email Anne at aberard@cwmars.org.
Cookbook Club
The next meeting will be on April 20 at 7 p.m. in the Children’s
Program Room. We will be looking at and choosing recipes from
Five Ingredient Dinners: 100 fast, flavorful meals. This is one of
the collection of cookbooks by America’s Test Kitchen, and a
very good one. Members will enjoy it. If interested in becoming
a member, email Mary Frances at mfbest@cwmars.org or after
April 30, email her at mfbest2@gmail.com
Contemporary Book Group
The Contemporary Book Group will meet next on Wednesday,
April 27 at 7 p.m. in the Children’s Program Room Sara Nisha
Adams’ novel The Reading List. Set in West London, widower
Mukesh and Aleisha, a teenager working at the library for the
summer develop an unlikely friendship inspired by a shared
reading list. To reserve a copy of The Reading List or for more
info call Shelley at 508-473-2145, Ext. 223 or email ssgammat@
cwmars.org.
22 in 2022 Challenge!
Join us in a reading challenge for the new year. Follow the
prompts and read 22 books that you might otherwise not have
read. We’ll check in on your progress throughout the year,
cheer you on, and share some recommendations. Stop by the
Information Desk for the sheet with Adult Reader Prompts. It will
be fun to do. Try it.
Assorted MHS Yearbooks for Sale
Yearbooks provide such windows into a specific moment in time,
capturing the clothing, the vibe, the hairdos (or hair dont’s) of
that year’s high school seniors. For all that detail and mood who
wouldn’t want to own a piece of Milford High School history? For
a mere $1 no less? While supplies last, the library has assorted
yearbooks from the 1940s-late 1970s for sale. Some of the
yearbooks, known as the Oak, Lily, & Ivy are on exhibit in the
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adult display case at the library. Stop by the Information Desk to
check the list or call 508-473-2145, Ext. 219.
Call for Artists/Photographers
The Milford Town Library offers both amateur and professional
artists an opportunity to exhibit their artwork or photography
for a particular month. Several months are still available for 2022
and planning for 2023 is underway. Interested artists should
send an email with examples of their work to milfordreference@
cwmars.org or stop by the Information Desk. We will provide
guidelines and an exhibit release form so that the exhibits meet
established criteria. Please note that younger artists may also
exhibit with parental consent.
ESL Program Update
The ESL (English as a Second Language) classes are once again
being held in person at the library.
Drop-In Classes meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7 p.m. in the
ESL classroom on the lower level. No registration is necessary.
Students should bring a pad of paper and a pen or pencil to take
notes. We have also created a Facebook Group that students
can join to learn more. It’s a place for tutors and students to
communicate.
ESL Tutor Training Workshop
Our first tutor training workshop in two years will be held on
Thursday, May 5 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the First Congregational
Church on Congress St. Tutors should be prepared to devote
six months to the program and devote an hour or 2 each week
to meet one-on-one with an adult student who wants to learn
to speak and understand English better. For more information,
please call Anne Berard at 508-473-2145 Ext. 219 or email
aberard@cwmars.org. Please contact the Information Desk at
508-473-2145, Ext. 2 to schedule your month.
Food Pantry Donations
The Milford Town Library accepts donations to the Daily Bread
Food Pantry every day. During the pandemic, when food
insecurity has become more severe for many, donations of food
for the pantry are especially welcome. These donations may be
placed in the blue bucket under the Friends of the Library Book
Table. A staff member takes the donations to the pantry weekly.
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Worcester Academy Honor Roll

The following Milford students were named to Worcester Academy’s Honor Roll: Talia
Alkhoury, Class of 2022, Second Honors; and Liam Shields, Class of 2025, First Honors.

Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild
Scholarship Application Available
The Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild is
pleased to announce they will again be
awarding a $1,000 scholarship to a graduating senior who is pursuing a course of
study in the field of visual arts, design, or
textiles. Applications for the scholarship are
available in the Guidance Office of the student’s high school or available to download

at ThimblePleasures.org. Students from
Milford, Hopedale, Holliston, Mendon,
Upton, Uxbridge, Northbridge, Douglas,
Sutton, Medway, Blackstone, Millbury,
Franklin, and Millville may apply, including
BVT students from those communities. The
deadline for submission of the application
is May 1, 2022.

Business Banking Solutions
Commercial Lending
Cash Management
Payment Solutions
Business Accounts

Dean’s List

The following Milford students were named to the Dean’s List at their respective
schools: Simmons University, Boston: Riley Campbell, Cressida Michaloski,
Angie O’Connor, and Caitlin Tolpin.

Unitarian Universalist Society of
Grafton and Upton Scholarship
The Unitarian Universalist Society of
Grafton and Upton has announced the
availability of one or more scholarships
to help defray the costs of education. The
scholarship fund was established as a
memorial to the enduring presence of the
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Our Business Banking team is committed
to the growth and success of your business
through our local decision-making and a
relationship-based approach.

Upton Unitarian Church. Applications are
available for one or more Upton students
who will be entering an accredited college. For information contact the Grafton
Upton Unitarian Universalist Society office
admin@uusgu.org or at 508-839-2927.
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Learn more at MilfordFederal.com
NMLS#465956

508.634.2500
Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket
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SCHOOL NEWS
Extra Credits
Milford Public School
Activities and Events
By Scott Calzolaio
Staff Reporter

Districtwide News
Breakfast and lunch are free for all students this year. Snacks will be available for
a fee at Stacy Middle School and Milford
High School, and bottled water is available
at Stacy Middle School for 50 cents and the
high school for $1.
Like food services throughout the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the Milford
Public Schools are experiencing sporadic
shortages and issues based on the ongoing
supply chain issues occurring across the
United States and the world. Milford food
services team continues to work tirelessly
to ensure students receive nutritious meals
each day.
The district participated in World Down
Syndrome Day on March 21. Students
and staff showed their support by wearing
brightly colored socks and shirts.
Save the Date:
4/15- Good Friday-No School- School
Offices Closed
4/18- Patriot’s Day- No School- School
Offices Closed
4/19 - April Vacation- No School
4/25- School Resumes
Milford High School
Milford Spanish National Honor Society
is making a difference.
Students are working to support the
Pulsera Project. The Pulsera Project is
a “nonprofit organization that educates,
empowers, and connects Central American
artists with students in more than 3,000
U.S. schools through the sale of colorful
hand woven bracelets, or ‘pulseras’ in Spanish.”
All sales fund employment and education
in Nicaragua. Each hand woven bracelet is
signed by the artist.
Milford High School wishes to thank

Selectman Michael Walsh and individuals
running for a seat on the Milford School
Committee for working with MHS staff
to host a School Committee Candidates
Forum with members of the senior class on
March 16.
Candidates for School Committee participated in a panel discussion and Q&A and
Selectman Mike Walsh conducted a brief
“town hall” style forum with the students.
Congratulations to the Milford High
School Cheer Team. They secured a third
place victory at the National Cheer Competition held in Orlando, Florida.
Milford High School Best Buddies
Program will host its 7th Annual Beauty
Pageant for individuals with Intellectual
Disabilities from the Milford Area on Friday, April 8.
Save the Date:
4/9/: Junior Prom
5/27: Senior Prom
6/12/: Graduation
Stacy Middle School
The French Club kick started its annual
Community Service Project called Change
for a Change benefiting the Ukraine. The
campaign started on Tuesday, March 15.
Each homeroom received a canister to hold
any and all donations of coins.
Each Friday, a French Club member collects all canisters for counting and recording. They then bring the empty canister
back up to each homeroom for the following week. The project will run up until
April 14.
The Homeroom with the most money
donated will receive a Pizza Party after
school hosted by the French Club. Stacy
Middle School raised more than $3,000 in
the past for countries like Haiti and Burkina
Faso and would like to do the same for
Ukraine.
“Wise Women’s Words,” Mrs. Formato,
Stacy Middle Schools Media Center Librarian, developed a display highlighting March
as Women’s History Month. Quotes from
Simone Biles, Vera Wang, Sara Blakely,

Mother Teresa, Malala Yousafzai, Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, Dolly Parton, Carol Burnett, Jennifer Lopez, and Georgia O’Keefe
were selected to inspire students.
The dates of the 7th grade trip to Nature’s Classroom and Adventure Week were
pushed back from March to May 9 through
May 13. Please contact trip advisors, or the
main office, with any questions.
Save the Date:
4/27: Stacy PTO Meeting, 7 p.m.
Woodland Elementary School
Wendy Marino, STEM Teacher, Woodland Elementary School, secured a $1,000
DiscoverE’s Bell Girl Day Grant. Funds
went towards a Women in STEM Program at Woodland Elementary School for
students.
The program took place on Saturday,
March 26, for WES girls in grades 3-5 and
their families. The event included handson engineering challenges for students to
complete.
Examples of engineering challenges included building geometric structures, racing “puff mobiles,” and coding with robots.
Kathy Renfrew, Instructional Coach for
NMSI, Wade Institute for Science Education was the guest speaker.
Hearts are full at Woodland Elementary
School and the American Heart Association
(AHA) is thankful.
Congratulations to Paul Cataldo, physical
education teacher at WES. In collaboration
with his colleagues, Tim O’Brien and Kacey
Abbriano, Paul raised $13,251.75 for the
AHA. The initiative engaged students in
whole body wellness initiatives while raising donations for the AHA.
Twenty-one and growing. This spring,
twenty-one WES students joined Coach
Harris in the Woodland’s Girls on the Run
program. Students are focused on increasing fitness levels and making connections
with peers.
Save the Date:
4/13: Woodland PTO Meeting, 7 p.m.

Memorial Elementary School
Class JiJi’s are jumping from iceberg to
iceberg, demonstrating math growth over
the year. The math progress display is located in the cafeteria.
Each iceberg represents percent improvement with math standards. Student classes
are working on adding 10 percent improvement to their math progress by March 31 to
reach goals set by MES March Mathness.
Students in Room 14 displayed their content knowledge using 3-D African Biomes.
Students created works of art identifying
what the Rainforest, Desert, and Savannah
look like and what type of animal could be
found in each area.
Save the Date:
5/4: Memorial PTO meeting, 7 p.m.
Brookside Elementary School
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie. If You
Give a Moose a Muffin. If You Give a Cat a
Cupcake. These are a few of the book titles
that inspired students and staff ’s creativity
during a recent Book Character Day. Students and staff dressed up as their favorite
character from their favorite book to show
their love of reading.
Save the Date:
5/4: Brookside PTO Meeting, 7 p.m.
Shining Star Early Childhood Center
(SSECC)
Imagination is hard at work in the Shining Star Early Childhood Center. Shining
Star students collaborated with their peers
to make creations out of everyday materials. Students got to show off their creativity
at the Invention Convention held on April
5-6th.
Save the Date:
4/13: Shining Star PTO, 7 p.m.
4/21-4/23: Traveling Reptile Farm
Family and Community Network
Please visit the Family and Community
Network at MilfordPublicSchools.com/
milfordfcn for program details and to learn
about programming opportunities.

BVT Students Earn 102 SkillsUSA Medals at District V Competition
Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational
Technical High School students had an opportunity to test their vocational-technical
competency by competing with other
trained career and technical education

HOMEMAKERS/
PC AIDES WANTED
Part Time Jobs
Flexible Hours

Must have car
Work in Milford, Ma area
Call PRIMARY HOME CARE
at

(508) 478-3500

for more information

students from six vocational high schools
during the first of three SkillsUSA competitions. On March 16, 218 BVT students
competed in the annual SkillsUSA Massachusetts District V Competition with
outstanding outcomes.
The competition allows students to demonstrate their vocational-technical education, skills, and knowledge with SkillsUSA
employment and trade tests. Successfully
demonstrating their knowledge in their
career technical area of study, employability skills, and safety, student-competitors
from BVT proudly claimed 33 gold, 37
silver, 32 bronze medals and swept 11
categories.
Seventy-seven students will advance
from districts to compete amongst the

CPR Etc.

most talented vocational-technical students
in the Commonwealth at the SkillsUSA
Massachusetts State competition held at
BVT in late April. An additional twentyeight students will go directly to the state
competition, and twenty-five student delegates will represent BVT. The complete list
of medalists is available at www.valleytech.
k12.ma.us/skillsusa.
BVT students from Mendon, Upton, and
Milford who earned medals at the
SkillsUSA Massachusetts District V Leadership Conference are listed below:
Mendon
Gold: Joshua Blalock, Diesel Equipment
Technology; and Naomi Tsuda, Commercial Baking
Bronze: Lilly Rezek, Medical Terminology; and Arthur Tusoni, Digital Cinema
Production

New England Steak
& Seafood Restaurant

CPR, AED, First Aid Training

Make Your Easter Reservations NOW!

Bloodborne Pathogen

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE:

On-Site Training
Companies • Schools • Private (in-home)

12:00 noon 2:30 pm
12:30 pm 3:00 pm
1:00 pm
3:30pm

No Class Too Small • Any Time, Anywhere
Susan Tetreault
508-473-3630
Licensed & Insured
cpr_etc@comcast.net
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Milford
Gold: Joel Awuku-Asante, HVAC/R;
Myra Desousa, First Aid/CPR; Igor Freeman, Additive Manufacturing; and Lauren
Gobbi, Dental Assisting
Silver: Morgan Allemao, Commercial
Baking; Connor Harrison, Welding; and
William Naff, Power Equipment Technology
Bronze: Zachary Barnes, Information
Technology Service; and Lizmary VidalSanchez, Dental Assisting
Upton
Gold: Kelli Konieczny, Digital Cinema
Production
Silver: Jack Dunham, Basic Health Care;
and Emily Taylor, Nail Care
Bronze: Nicholas Cummings, CNC
Technician; Jacob Giancola, Robotics &
Automation Tech; Bradley Lyon, Additive
Manufacturing; and Laith Shloul, Telecommunications Cabling

5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm

Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
www.nesteakandseafood.com
Milford Town Crier
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BVT’s Ireland-Themed Fundraising Dinner a Great Success
Irish eyes were smiling at Blackstone
Valley Regional Vocational Technical High
School’s 28th Annual Superintendent’s
Gourmet Dinner held at the school on St.
Patrick’s Day. There were many smiles and
a lot to celebrate.
Each year, students in the Culinary Arts
program look forward to the Superintendent’s Gourmet Dinner, a culmination of
months of preparation. The planning and
production of the gourmet dinner give students a taste of what skills are necessary for
success in the food, beverage, and hospitality industry. As well as celebrates the quality of career and technical education with a
lavish reception and an elaborate gourmet
dinner. This fine-dining experience is the
school’s largest fundraiser.
This year, the first course of the evening
was a delicate and creamy potato and leek
soup made with house-made chicken
stock, topped with crispy fried shallots,
snipped chives, and a drizzle of herb oil.
An Irish salad was served, influenced by
seasonally available ingredients, a blend of
arugula and baby spinach tossed with Gala
apples, pickled red onion, goat cheese, and
tarragon vinaigrette topped with beautiful
slices of vibrant red and golden beet for
a splash of color. After the deconstructed
Irish stew, the final course was an apple
cake. The tender and flavorful cake complimented by a Baileys burnt caramel sauce,
apple chutney, and house-made vanilla
custard ice cream was a sweet ending to a
perfect meal.
The gourmet dinner was established to
support technology advancement at the
school and, through the years, many initiatives benefiting student learning. Since
1995, the annual dinner has raised awareness of vocational-technical education by
showcasing the skills of the shops involved.
Each year, during the first few weeks of
the school year, Culinary Arts seniors

Superintendent Dr. Fitzpatrick (far left) stands with the BVT culinary students who made the Annual Superintendent’s
Gourmet Dinner a smashing success. (Contributed photo)
complete a rigorous selection process that
consists in nominating and voting on a
theme for the dinner. Subsequently, the
menu and decorations are all based on the
selected theme.
The Culinary Arts program has produced dinners with a wide variety of
themes, from “The New Millennium” in
2000 to “A White House State Dinner” in
2009, and across the United States from
Las Vegas to Hollywood and New England

to Hawaii. Around the globe, they’ve gone
from China to the Roman Empire, and
France, Italy, Spain, Greece, Moscow, and
this year they enjoyed Ireland.
Over the years, the themed dinners
have included events such as a “KentuckyDerby” meal in 2017, which brought the
“greatest two minutes in sports” to life by
celebrating the food and culture surrounding the nation’s longest continuously held
sporting event with a menu of authen-

tic southern fare. In 2015, the food and
culture of the 1920s was celebrated with a
dazzling Gatsby-themed dinner, worthy of
approval from the Great Gatsby himself.
“The gourmet dinners that our Culinary
Arts program has expertly prepared, plated, and served against magnificent backdrops through collaboration with other
departments and shops over the years have
been remarkable,” said SuperintendentDirector Dr. Michael Fitzpatrick.

Boxes of Cereal to Teach
Healthy Habits, Science, and
Domino Effect at Brookside
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Management
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totoretire?
retire?
Are
you
prepared
Children in an elementary school in upstate New York watch as hundreds of cereal boxes
are lined up through their school hallways to create a domino effect. Students at Brookside
Elementary will be participating in the same activity next week.
Brookside Elementary School will be incorporating a plethora of fun activities during Healthy Kids Week, April 14-18. On the
last day of the week, the school community
will participate in a whole-school activity
that highlights healthy habits, teamwork,
empathy, literacy, science, and mathematics. The activity includes students/staff
bringing in 1-2 unopened boxes of healthy
cereal before the event. Each class will use
problem-solving and beginning concepts of
rate, spatial awareness, force, stored energy,
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potential energy, and line up cereal boxes
throughout the hallways of Brookside to
create a chain reaction. Students will line
the hallways and watch the domino effect
in real-time while supporting the importance of being aware of your wellness and
the wellness of others. Students will write
a message of hope and kindness or draw a
picture representing kindness and its impact on well-being. Brookside Elementary
School will donate all cereal boxes to local
families in need after the event.
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MHS Softball Hopes to Compete with Young Roster
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Milford High softball coach Steve DiVitto
brings an especially young roster to the field
this season with 14 of his 17 varsity players in either their freshman or sophomore
seasons. But DiVitto said he has been happy
with the Scarlet Hawks’ effort so far during
the preseason.
“It’s a very young crew but the girls are
a really good group of kids and they work
hard,” he said. “There’s obviously going to be
a lot of growth and it’s going to be challenging playing at the varsity level, but so far it’s
been good to see the effort they have put in.”
Senior captains Olivia Morelli and Gianna Cacciola will play an important role
this season with so many relatively inexperienced teammates.
“We will be looking for the two of them
to really help the younger girls understand
how a varsity season operates,” DiVitto said,
adding that most of his players have not
played a “normal” schedule after having
multiple spring seasons impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“They haven’t had a regular season since
they were in middle school,” he said.
Sophomore Maeve Driscoll will see
significant time in the circle as the Hawks’
pitcher this year, as well as time at shortstop. Sophomore Maddie Burns is coming
off an arm injury, DiVitto said, so Milford
will look to ease her in as the team’s catcher.
Camille Bonina may be one of the Scarlet
Hawks’ leading hitters.
“She is a real power hitter in the middle
of the lineup,” DiVitto said. “She is a threat

The MHS softball team is pictured after winning a scrimmage game on April 1. (Contributed photo)
every time she comes to the plate.”
Milford figures to see contributions from
Grace Bonina as well as Sarah Wengal,
who is battling through multiple injuries
endured during the preseason and will play
center field.
DiVitto said the Hawks’ goal this season

is to improve and to be competitive in every
game they play.
“I told the girls that we cannot let the
moment be too big, we have to keep our
emotions in check as we go through the
roller coaster ride of a season,” he said. “It’s
important for the girls to be patient and for

our seniors to help the girls through the
tough times they are going to face.”
Noting the improvement he saw through
the team’s three scrimmages, he added, “we
are not going to dwell on setbacks, we are
going to learn from them and get better
every day.”

“Made You Look!”

Single Item Single Item
to Complete to Complete
clean-outs clean-outs

YOU POINT. YOU POINT.
WE REMOVE. WE REMOVE.

CENTERPOINT
DRIVING ACADEMY

Milford • 508-217-4447

Top Rated Driving School with
81+ Five★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Ratings on Google
Only School to Use Newer SUV’s – 50% Safer Than Sedans
91% of Students Earn License First Time
★
★

No Hassle Scheduling On Line

★

Safety is #1 with CDA – we have installed plastic
partitions to separate students and instructor

Free One of a Kind Life Skills Class – Parents Can
Come Too – Trademark Pending

Register at www.centerpointdrivingacademy.com
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Milford Boys’ LAX
Brings High Energy
Under New Coach
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Milford High boys’ lacrosse team is
under new leadership this spring, as Austin
Costa takes the reins of the program.
Buoyed by sizable numbers, the Scarlet
Hawks are primed to compete, their new
coach said.
“It’s been really good, the energy has
been great and we have one of the biggest
turnouts Milford has had in a long time,”
Costa said, noting that about 24 athletes
came out for the team including a large
crop of freshmen.
“We are looking to build over the next
few years with that,” he said. “And we have
a good group in the middle school program
as well, so we should see a nice big influx in
the years to come.”
But Costa also has a number of players
who will be able to help the team right now.
Senior captain Eric Landry will help anchor
the defense this spring. Another senior captain, Kyle Donelon, is a strong midfielder
who will pitch in on both ends of the field.
“He is going to be giving us some leadership there,” Costa said.
The new coach said a pair of juniors will
help lead the attack, Jacob Ligor and Eric
Farrell.
“They will have a big impact for us on the

Milford Town Crier

offensive end,” Costa said.
Milford began its season with a hardfought, double overtime loss to Bellingham.
Costa is hoping that game will set the tone
for a season in which the Scarlet Hawks
are consistently competitive in all of their
games.
“We have a tough schedule, but I think
we can hang with everyone in our conference,” Costa said, referring to the Hockomock League. “Our goal is going to be to
continue to grow the program and compete
in the Hock.”
Costa comes to the MHS program with
significant lacrosse experience at the high
school, collegiate, and international level.
After playing high school lacrosse in Fall
River, Costa competed at Roger Williams
University. He is currently a member of the
Portuguese national team and visits Europe
frequently to take part in international
competitions.
Costa was part of that nation’s first
international win, which came against
Belgium. The Portuguese team also takes
on countries like Germany, Great Britain,
and others.
“It’s been a great way to stay involved in
the game,” he said. “And it’s similar to Milford, we are trying to get better, improve,
and grow the game.”
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Milford Girls Tennis Brings Big Roster into 2022 Season
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
The Milford girls’ tennis program comes
into the 2022 season with a sizable roster
buoyed by the addition of 11 freshmen, a
welcome mix for head coach Abby Graves.
“Things have been going well and this is
the largest number of girls we have had in
a while on the team,” Graves said. “It’s been
nice to see everyone come out and start to
grow the program.”
The Scarlet Hawks have a total of 22
players on the roster this year. Milford will
be led by senior captains Madison Hunt
and Paige Gavlik, who are expected to play
first and second singles this year. Another
senior, Martina Galgano, will bring significant experience to the doubles spot.
Serena Borges, a junior, will start the year
in the third singles spot.
Graves said she is happy to have both the
experienced players and the influx of new
talent into the program.
“It’s exciting to have so many young players,” she said. “We are going to help them
sharpen their skills so they can be strong
throughout their careers.”
Several freshmen will see court time

right away for the Scarlet Hawks. Mallory
Brickley, Paige Caldon, and Ava Merrill
will all be part of the rotation on doubles
to start the season, Graves said. A handful
of other newcomers could switch into the
starting lineup as the year progresses, the
coach added.
Graves said MHS will focus on improving and encouraging one another as the
team competes in the Hockomock League,
which is known for being perhaps the
toughest tennis conference in the state.
“It’s a tough league but we want to be
highly competitive,” Graves said. “There are
so many new girls on the team, I feel like
this season is going to be focused on growing the program.”
The early returns, she added, have been
promising.
“So far it’s been crazy to see the improvement even after just a few short weeks,”
Graves said. ‘I feel like we are even more
ready than I assumed we would be.”
Graves chalked up the early strides to the
team’s mentality and personality.
“I think above all else they have a strong
drive to win,” she said. “They are all so
eager to learn the fundamental skills of

As you can see, the MHS girls’ tennis team has a very sizable rooster this year and is
ready for the season. (Contributed photo)
tennis and they want to have a good season. We have fun players, good leadership,

and it’s cool to see how everyone is gelling
together.”

Blackstone Valley Tech to Host Annual Golf Tourney in June
It’s not a day at the beach; it’s so much
better. It would be a hazard if you didn’t
register now for BVT’s 23rd Annual Golf
Tournament to be held on Monday, June
13, at Highfields Golf & Country Club.
A fun-filled day of golfing will benefit
the Valley Tech Education Foundation
and Athletic Department activities and
programs.
Your registration (individual golfer

$150/golf foursome $125 per person)
includes 18 holes on the championship
course, a golf cart, delicious snacks, a silent
auction, and raffles, all to help support a
special cause. Not a golfer? Sponsor a tee,
a putting green, or a cart to display your
company name in the program proudly
and during the event.
The day promises to be full of fun
and friendly competition. For all

New Players Add Infusion of
Talent to MHS Boys Tennis
By Chris Villani
Sports Reporter/Columnist
Before the start of the season, Milford
High boys’ tennis coach Shawn Austin was
unsure whether his program would need to
reach down into the middle school ranks in
order to fill out the roster after graduating
seven seniors from a season ago.
But a new crop of five freshmen and other
newcomers have the roster in good shape
and Austin optimistic for the coming season.
He said he wants to make sure his freshmen
stay interested in the sport to keep the program healthy in the seasons to come.
“We have a lot of first time players and
some guys who have only played a little bit
here and there for fun,” Austin said. “But,
because they are freshmen, they have four
years to get better. So I am hoping they
have a good experience with more senior
guys showing them the ropes so they get
more excited about tennis and will play in
the offseason.”
Competing in the Hockomock League
requires, if not a year-round effort, at least
a commitment to play some tennis during
the offseason in order to improve and stay
sharp, Austin said.
“That’s the key to building a better team,”
he said.
Senior captains Harry Dias and Leo Donnelly are starting the year at first and third
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singles, respectively. Junior newcomer Tyler
Andreotti will begin at second singles, but
Austin said Andreotti has won all of his
challenge matches in practice and could
find himself at the top of the Scarlet Hawks’
roster.
The freshman duo of Corey Rattray and
Connor Wong started the year in the top
doubles spot. Senior Pedro DeSouza and
freshman Sean Prevelige began the season
opening match against Sharon competing
in the second doubles spot.
Austin said it is hard to say why his
program has had a sudden influx of new
players, but theorized that the past two seasons upended by the COVID-19 pandemic
had something to do with the numbers
dropping a bit. The 2020 season was wiped
out altogether and last season some athletes
were choosing between sports because of
the modified schedule and others might
have been hesitant to play a sport at all.
“Now that things are getting back to
normal and it’s a normal schedule, I think
it encouraged people to come out,” Austin
said.
The coach is hoping this season encourages more growth in the program going
forward.
“We want to build interest in the team
and make it fun so more people get involved in tennis,” he said.

tournament details, to view sponsorship
opportunities, donate a raffle item, access
the online golfer registration and payment

portal, visit ValleyTech.k12.ma.us/
GolfTournament. Register today to secure
your spot.

The Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra presents

Springtime
Pops
a la Arthur Fiedler
Selections from “Carmen”
The Blue Danube Waltz
Music of Broadway, Hollywood
And More!!!

Saturday, April 30th
at 7:30 p.m.
The Grand Ballroom at
Milford Town Hall

Reserve your tickets TODAY!
Adults: $42
Seniors/Students/Veterans: $27

www.claflinhill.org ~ 508.478.4924

Milford Town Crier

15

SPORTS

Milford Boys’ Volleyball Has State Title Aspirations
SPORTS FLASH
By Chris Villani

Sports Reporter/Columnist

The Milford High boys’ volleyball team returns six players who saw significant time on the court last season with a
team that finished with a 17-3 record and an appearance in
the district finals.
The Scarlet Hawks will compete in the Division II field
this spring as one of the large schools in that bracket as part
of the new, statewide tournament format. The combination
has head coach Andrew Mainini hoping his team will be in
the mix for a title at the end of the year.
“I think we can get at least as far as we did last year, but
we should probably make it further,” Mainini said. “We are
setting ourselves up to be one of those final four teams, if
not in the state championship.”
Milford has traditionally played most of the state’s Division I powerhouses in an effort to make the schedule as
challenging as possible and this spring will be no exception.
The Scarlet Hawks have kept a number of top flight teams
on their slate and will play in the competitive Hockomock
League.
“I definitely think every single one of us has the state
final as our objective, we are not just looking to make the
playoffs,” Mainini said. “We have the potential and that is
our number one goal, to make it to the final.”
Milford kicked off its season last week with a sweep of
Millis in the opening match. The Hawks will be guided on
the attack by senior setter Valdir Aragoso, who Mainini
said will be responsible for “managing the offense.”
“He has really natural hands and he runs a pretty aggressive and fast offense, which a lot of guys at the high school
level struggle to do,” the coach said. “He is going to be a big
part of our team.”
Outside hitter Jack Callahan, another senior, has been
the strongest attacker so far, Mainini said.

The MHS boys’ volleyball team are front row, L to R: Igor Gomes, Joao Vitor Tavares, Oscar Orellana, Mena Hanna, and
Chris Martinez. Back row, L to R: Jack Callahan, Alex Guerra, Nick Schuler, Chris Tocci, Gabriel DeSouza,
Arthur Gomes, and Valdir Aragoso. Not pictured is Manny Simoes. (Contributed photo)
“He is probably going to get the most sets and the most
attempts out of all of our hitters and he has proven to be a
multi-dimensional threat,” Mainini said, adding that Callahan can hit from anywhere on the floor.
Fellow outside hitter Chris Martinez is another threat
to attack from anywhere on the floor. The Scarlet Hawks

will be led by a trio of senior captains: middle hitters Nick
Schuler and Chris Tocci and libero Oscar Orellana.
Mainini said the season-opening win was not unexpected, but he was still pleased with the team’s performance.
“We played pretty well,” he said. “But we also found a few
areas where we need to improve, so that was good as well.”

IMPERIALCARS.com
MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9-9, FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 9-6, SUNDAY: 12-6 | 508-488-2382

PURCHASE with CONFIDENCE

“We sell more
because we
have more!”

5 DAY RETURN/EXCHANGE PROGRAM
FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE! Plus
If You're Not Happy With Your Imperial Certiﬁed Used Vehicle,
Bring It Back Within 5 Days or 200 Miles & We'll Give You a Credit of Your
Full Purchase Price Toward The Purchase Of Another Vehicle.

Get

2017 SUBARU

2019 LINCOLN

$140/wk

As low
as

$65/wk

As low
as

$104/wk

#121-834A • ALLOYS, SUPERCREW, 4X4

#P14535A • SUNROOF, NAV, LEATHER

#P14205L • HEATED LEATHER, AWD

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$50,945

$

42,477

2019 TOYOTA

TUNDRA 4x4

As low
as

$150/wk

$33,795

$

21,377

2019 FORD

F-150 XL 4x4
As low
as

$124/wk

$48,480

$

OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENTS
ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

2020 HYUNDAI

As low
as

F-150 LARIAT OUTBACK 2.5i NAUTILUS SUV
As low
as

Mike Penner
General Manager

2018 JEEP

RAV4 AWD SUV SONATA SEDAN WRANGLER 4x4

MAINTENANCE PLAN INCLUDED WITH THE PURCHASE OF SELECT VEHICLES. VALID FOR 36 MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF PURCHASE AT THE DEALERSHIP OF
PURCHASE FOR INDICATED VIN ONLY. PLAN VALID FOR OIL CHANGES, TIRE ROTATIONS, AND MULTI-POINT INSPECTIONS FOR VEHICLE MANUFACTURER’S
NORMAL USAGE SCHEDULED INTERVALS ONLY. SEVERE/HEAVY DUTY SCHEDULES AND ADDITIONAL MAINTENANCE ITEMS MAY BE REQUIRED OR RECOMMENDED AND ARE NOT INCLUDED. SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE INCLUDES UP TO 2 NON-SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGES PER YEAR OR UP TO 2 $39.95 DISCOUNT
FOR FULL SYNTHETIC, DIESEL, OR SPECIALTY VEHICLE OIL CHANGES. NON TRANSFERRABLE. SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. NO
CASH VALUE. NOT VALID ON PRIOR PURCHASES. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF SERVICE WRITE UP. OFFER ENDS 04/30/2022

2017 FORD

PURCHASE FROM YOUR HOME -

WE'LL BRING THE TEST DRIVE TO YOU!

2018 TOYOTA

✔ FREE CAR FAX VEHICLE HISTORY AND SAFETY RECALL REPORT
✔ 30 DAY LIMITED WARRANTY ✔ STATE OF THE ART SERVICE CENTERS
✔ FACTORY CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
✔ FREE COURTESY SHUTTLE ✔ AFTER HOURS DROP OFF

ALL VEHICLES
ARE IMPERIAL
CERTIFIED
FIVE DAY
VEHICLE
EXCHANGE
FREE CAR FAX
REPORT

32,477

2019 HYUNDAI

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

OVER 500

CAR FAX
ONE-OWNER
2019 RAM

As low
as

As low
as

$119/wk

#H02801 • SUNROOF, LANE DEPARTURE

#D12449 • UNLIMITED SAHARA, NAV

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 CHEVY

2019 CADILLAC

2019 FORD

$36,225

$

24,977

$34,950

$

28,677

$52,895

$

36,577

SILVERADO 1500 XT4 PREMIUM EXPLORER XLT
As low
as

®

VEHICLES!!

$91/wk

As low
as

#H02712PP • LE TRIM, BACK-UP CAM

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

SANTA FE AWD 1500 CLASSIC
$77/wk

$78/wk

As low
as

$111/wk

As low
as

$129/wk

As low
as

$119/wk

#22003B • 4X4, ALLOYS, LT TRIM

#43226 • SUNROOF, NAV, LEATHER

#P14596LGG • ALLOYS, LEATHER, NAV

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$46,750

$

34,477

2018 CHEVY

EQUINOX LT

As low
as

$103/wk

$65/wk

$50,980

$

39,477

2018 LEXUS

RX 350 SUV

As low
as

$122/wk

$44,850

$

36,477

2020 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE
As low
as

$131/wk

#TP1361 • SR5, TRD PKG, 18” ALLOYS

#121-882A • SUPERCREW, ALLOYS, V6

#H02833 • LANE DEPARTURE, ALLOYS

#D12372L • QUAD CAB, TRADESMAN

#122013A • AWD, TURBO, HEATED SEATS

#C1207V • AWD, SUNROOF, V6, NAV

#D12359L • NAV, 4X4, SUNROOF

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

NEW RETAIL PRICE: WHOLESALE PRICE:

$53,635

$

45,477

$45,100

$

37,977

$34,305

$

24,677

$42,750

$

31,977

$28,400

$

21,377

$53,970

$

37,477

$48,950

$

39,977

SHOP AND COMPARE OVER 2,000 VEHICLES - IN ONE LOCATION! STARTING AT ONLY $8,977 // WE SELL MORE, BECAUSE WE HAVE MORE!!!
SALE ENDS 04/16/22. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2012 OR NEWER TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.

8-18 UXBRIDGE RD. MENDON, MA 01756
154 EAST MAIN ST. MILFORD, MA 01757
300 FORTUNE BLVD. MILFORD, MA 01757
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